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28 And Yisrael said, "Enough! My son Yosef is still alive. I
will go and see him before I die." 1 And Yisrael and all that
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was his set out and came to Beer Sheva, and he slaughtered
sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2 And God said to
Yisrael in visions of the night, and He said, "Yaakov,
Yaakov!" And he said, "Here I am." 3 And He said, "I am
God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid of going down
to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. 4 I will
go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up, and
Yosef will place his hand on your eyes. 5 And Yaakov arose
from Beer sheba, and the sons of Yisrael carried their father
Yaakov and their young children and their wives, in the
wagons Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6 And they took their
livestock and their possessions that they had acquired in the
land of Canaan, and they came to Egypt, Yaakov and all his
descendants with him. 7 His sons and his sons' sons with him, | *321 17127 APX - 537 3757’ "73"‘373
his daughters and his sons' daughters and all his descendants | ,°32 DN T’DJ? ﬂmi J’;Q
he brought with him to Egypt. 8 And these are the names of 7531 n 7?3’12?3 AR R227--39I- 22
the children of Yisrael who were coming to Egypt: Yaakov :17;1’ ;%N D’NTI ’787127"’12 mmz;
and his sons Yaakov's firstborn was Reuben. i 1:1&1 3737’ 'D: mm
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Grenville J. R. Kent Say It Again, Sam: A Literary and Filmic Study of Narrative Repetition in 1
Samuel 28 (4.2-4.4)

The discipline of theology has recently begun to recognize film as a major source of contemporary
ideology and to engage in it...Film scholar Bruce Kawin treats repetition “both as an artistic device and
as a state of mind”. Kawin (who is also briefly referenced by Robert Alter) argues that repetition is part
of life and experience, and does not have to be boring: experiences can be extraordinary “either
because they approximately repeat earlier experiences, or because they fulfill earlier expectations long
rehearsed in fantasy; so that in both instances the event may have an air of familiarity about it as it is

occurring. Kawin says things “approximately repeat” because if the event has not been changed in
repetition, the observer has...Kawin mentions “artists who repeat something now to make you
remember then and set you up for something that is coming later; who build on use of a word on top of

another; who draw contrasts and assume you will remember how a word or image was used last and
will draw conclusions from the difference of context; who emphasize. Their art is primarily one of
repetition with variation... [T]his kind of narrative time, “believing in the integrity of the memory,
builds repetitions one on the other toward some total effect; this ‘repetition with remembering’ takes
place in a cumulative or ‘building time’”. As for examples, Kawin notes: “The Old Testament offers
us what are at once some of the finest and most familiar examples of the beauty and strength of
repetition”.
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1 And it came to pass after these things, that God tested
Avraham, and He said to him, "Avraham," and he said, "Here |
am."
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Shemot 3:4
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4 The Lord saw that he had turned to see, and God called
to him from within the thorn bush, and He said, "Moshe,
Moshe!" And he said, "Here I am!"
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Shemot 34:6
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6 And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed: Lord, Lord,
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benevolent God, Who is compassionate and gracious, slow to 70M-271 L08R TIN--7EM 20
anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth... o ’ o e
Shmuel 1:3:4,10 ST PR

4 The Lord called Shmuel; and he said “'Here I am”. 10
And the Lord came and stood and called as at other times,
“Shmuel, Shmuel”. Then Shmuel said, “Speak, for Your
servant hears”.
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Masechet Berachot Chapter 1 Tosefta 15
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“Moshe, Moshe”, “Avraham, Avraham”, “Yaakov, Yaakov”,
“Shmuel, Shmuel” [all of these double expressions] are
expressions of love and encouragement. They are [the same
people] before [God] spoke to them and they are [the same people]
after [God] spoke to them. They are [the same people] before they
became great, they are [the same people] after they became great.
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“And God said to Yisrael in visions of the night. He said,
‘Yaakov, Yaakov’”. This is the language of love, the
language of encouragement.
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“Yaakov, Yaakov”- He doubled for him his calling because
he had lived for many years without the spirit of prophecy

resting on him. He called to him twice in order that he
should notice that the spirit of prophecy was calling him.
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“He said, ‘Yaakov, Yaakov’”- After God had said to him
“Your name shall no longer be Yaakov but Yisrael’, it
would make sense for God to call him by this worthy
name, Yisrael. He is referred to as ‘Yisrael’ three times in
this parsha, but here He calls him Yaakov to hint that now
he is not wrestling with God and with people and
prevailing, but instead he is in the house of slaves until he
ascends, for from here his exile begins. This is the reason
that later on we read “And these are the names of the
children of Yisracl who were coming to Egypt: Yaakov
and his sons” for the sons of Yisrael they came there, and
the sons flourished and became great. But Yaakov he is
now in descent.
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“And God said to Yisrael in visions of the night, and He
said, ‘Yaakov, Yaakov!” And he said, ‘Here I am’”...The
two times that Yaakov’s name is said warns the Satan and
promises Yaakov that He will be with him as his help. As
the rabbis taught in Masechet Kiddushin 30b, the yetzer of
a person gets stronger every day and if not for God being
his help, he would not be able to continue on.
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“And God said to Yisrael in visions of the night, and
He said, ‘Yaakov, Yaakov!’ And he said, ‘Here I am””.
We do not find this in relation to Avraham or
Yitzchak, but only with Yaakov here, in his leaving,
because he is preparing to go outside of the land to
live. Therefore the revelation of God came to him at
night to show that even at night, in the dark of exile,
the Shechinah rests among Yisrael, as they said “They
were exiled to Bavel and the Shechinah was with
them”...The Shechinah rests with [Bnei Yisrael] also
outside of the land of Yisrael, also ‘at night’...
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