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Parsha Plug: Parshat Vayeishev and Chanukah

Bereshit 37:23-24
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23 Now it came to pass when Yosef came to his brothers, that they stripped
Yosef of his shirt, of the fine woolen coat which was upon him. 24 And they
took him and cast him into the pit; now the pit was empty there was no water
in it.
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Masechet Shabbat 21b-22a
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Rav Kahana said, Rav Natan bar Minyomi expounded in Rebbe Tanchum's
name: If a Hanukkah lamp is placed above twenty cubits [from the ground] it is
unfit, like a sukkah and a cross-beam over [the entrance of] an alley. Rav
Kahana also said, Rav Natan bar Minyomi expounded in Rebbe Tanchum's
name: Why is it written, ‘And the pit was empty, there was no water in it’?
From the implication of what is said, ‘And the pit was empty’, do I not know
that there was no water in it? What then is taught by, ‘There was no water in
it’? There was no water, yet there were snakes and scorpions in it. Rabbah said:
The Hanukkah lamp should be placed within the handbreadth nearest the door.

MPIN T2 NI 2N WIT LRI 2T MR
AW 73930 YW 71 10N "277 nwn
7000 ,A700 - ARk DWwvn ghvnb
92 101 27 WAT LRI 27 RY a0
7127 2°N07 ORM [DITIN 27T TRWR MRVIA
P NI MR YAwAn .o 12 PR P
M TIMN 7 KOR 7007 12 PRY VT 1R
Dwnl DAk 3 PR o - o 11 PR
TIXN MM T1 0727 MR 2 W 202p

JINDY 71271077 Mova I

Midrash on Bereshit 37:24
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The pit was empty there was no water in it: This means that there was no water
in it, but there were snakes and scorpions. Alternatively, it means that there
were no words of Torah in it, for there is no water other than Torah, as it is said,
‘Everyone who is thirsty, come for water’ (Isaiah 55:1). This teaches that in his
great distress, Yosef forgot his learning.
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Rashbam on Bereshit 37:24

72:1% NWNRA2 2'"awn

There was no water in it: For if there were water in it they would not have
cast him there, for if they had, they would have submerged him and killed
him with their own hands. They said, ‘Do not lay a hand upon him’ (37:22).
Thus our hands will not touch him to cause his death.
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Meshech Chochma on Bereshit 37:24
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The pit was empty there was no water in it: A person who sees a place where
a miracle was performed for him should make the blessing, ‘Blessed are You
Who made for me a miracle in this place’. The explanation is like that of
Abudraham that this blessing is said specifically for something that defied
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nature. But is it not recited over the Chanukah candles? This is because a
miracle was made with the cruise of oil, which defied nature. The essence of
the miracle is the victory over Antiochus and that Israel reigned afterward for
two hundred years. In order to remember this we need to light the candles,
for which a mere look should suffice. But to teach about the cruise of oil
specifically requires that the eye sees it-- within twenty amot. A hint to this is
illustrated in the Sanctuary, ‘For the entrance of the Sanctuary was twenty
amot high’ (Mishnah Middot 4:1). We learn in the Midrash from Rebbe
Tanchuma that when Yosef returned to bury his father, he saw the same pit
he had been thrown into, and so he had the intention of blessing, ‘Blessed are
You Who made for me a miracle in this place’. The essence of the miracle
was that he was lifted from the pit and God caused him to become the
minister over all of Egypt. But doesn’t this blessing require that it be said
over a miracle that defied nature? Rebbe Tanchum said, ‘but snakes and
scorpions were in the pit’, which proves that the miracle did defy the nature
of the world [since he should have been killed by them], and so Yosef made
the blessing. This is why the two statements of Rebbe Tanchum are
juxtaposed-- for he is Rebbe Tanchuma in the Midrash, as is known-- to
teach that on Chanukah and for Yosef the miracle was caused by Divine
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Providence, victory, and kingship, for the blessing was here on the pit JRWI D Y IR, 0w

because the snakes did not injure him, and there on the cruise of oil.

Rabbi Bernie Fox, Parshat Vayeishev: What is Chanukah?, https://www.ou.org/torah/author/rabbi_bernie_fox/#?

Why does the Talmud make this interruption? One factor that might be suggested is that the authorship of the law
concerning the height of the Chanukah lights and the lesson concerning Yosef’s pit is the same. Both are authored
by Rav Kahana in the name of Rav Natan the son of Minyomi who in learned the lesson from Rav Tanchum.
However, Torah Temimah suggests a more fundamental connection. He contends that the two lessons both deal
with the limitations of human vision. Just as an object that is twenty cubits high is not readily observed, so too the
brothers were unable to clearly see the bottom of the pit. Therefore, they did not realize that they had thrown Yosef
into a pit containing snakes and scorpions.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, The Light of the Spirit Never Dies

The miracle of the first night was that of faith itself, the faith that something would remain with which to begin again.
So it has always been in Jewish history. There were times when any other people would have given up in despair:
after the destruction of the Temple, or the massacres of the crusades, or the Spanish Expulsion, or the pogroms, or
the Shoa. But somehow Jews did not sit and weep. They gathered what remained, rebuilt our people, and lit a light
like no other in history, a light that tells us and the world of the power of the human spirit to overcome every
tragedy and refuse to accept defeat. From the days of Moses and the bush that burned and was not consumed to the
days of the Maccabees and the single cruse of oil, Judaism has been humanity’s ner tamid, the everlasting light that
no power on earth can extinguish.
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Likutei Halachot, Hilchot Rosh Chodesh 7:26, 31, 54

Regarding [the light of Chanukah], the Talmud records a dispute between the School of Shammai and the School of
Hillel. The School of Shammai contended that this light is so powerful and pure that it can be properly utilized and
appreciated only by elite Jews...The School of Hillel taught just the opposite. Although certain Jews may be
unworthy, we must go down to their level and help them build a vessel so that they, too, will be uplifted through the
great light. Therefore the School of Hillel ruled that we should light one candle on the first night and increase the
number of candles by one each night, until all eight lights are shining powerfully...The dispute over the lighting of the
Chanukah menorah is the same dispute that Yosef had with his brothers, and the same dispute among the tzaddikim
in every generation. Even though they are all great tzaddikim, they have been influenced by the attribute of strict
judgment and believe that not every Jew is worthy. But Yosef, the true tzaddik, acts differently. Even his name,
Yosef, means “add on”, to add on a candle every night and continually add light and holiness to every single Jew.
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