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Bereshit 49:33, 50:1-14
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33 And Yaakov concluded commanding his sons, and he drew his legs
[up] into the bed, and expired and was brought in to his people. 1 Yosef
fell on his father's face, and he wept over him and kissed him. 2 And Yosef
commanded his servants, the physicians, to embalm his father, and the
physicians embalmed Israel. 3 And forty days were completed for him for
so are the days of embalming completed and the Egyptians wept over him
for seventy days. 4 When the days of his weeping had passed, Yosef spoke
to Pharaoh's household, saying, "If now I have found favor in your eyes,
speak now in Pharaoh's ears, saying, 5§ 'My father adjured me, saying,
"Behold, I am going to die. In my grave, which I dug for myself in the land
of Canaan, there you shall bury me." So now, please let me go up and bury
my father and return.' " 6 And Pharaoh said, "Go up and bury your father
as he adjured you." 7 So Yosef went up to bury his father, and all
Pharaoh's servants, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of
Egypt went up with him, 8 and Yosef's entire household and his brothers
and his father's household; only their young children and their flocks and
cattle did they leave in the land of Goshen. 9 And chariots and horsemen
also went up with him, and the camp was very numerous. 10 And they
came to the threshing floor of the thornbushes, which is on the other side
of the Jordan, and there they conducted a very great and impressive
eulogy, and he made for his father a mourning of seven days. 11 The
Canaanite[s], the inhabitant[s] of the land, saw the mourning at the
threshing floor of the thornbushes, and they said, "This is an intense
mourning for the Egyptians." Therefore, they named it Abel Mizraim
(Egypt mourns), which is on the other side of the Jordan. 12 And his sons
did to him just as he had commanded them. 13 And his sons carried him to
the land of Canaan, and they buried him in the cave of the field of
Machpelah, which field Abraham had bought for burial property from
Ephron the Hittite before Mamre. 14 And Yosef returned to Egypt, he and
his brothers, and all who had gone up with him to bury his father, after he
had buried his father.
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Yerushalmi Masechet Moed Katan 82:3
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How do we know that mourning is from the Torah for seven days? ‘And
he made a mourning for his father seven days’. We learn this from an
incident that happened before Revelation. Rebbe Yaakov bar Acha said
in the same of Rebbe Zeura, ‘We learn it from here: ‘At the opening of
the tent of meeting you shall sit day and night for seven days and keep
the observance of the Lord’’. Just as God ‘observed’ His world for seven
days, so too you ‘observe’ for your brethren seven’. From where do we
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learn that God observed His world for seven days? ‘And it came to pass | nyawh > 2Avaw MW 2y 7"pn mww
after the seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth’. C:1 'R72) PIRA DY e Dann om o
Are we meant to then mourn before the deceased dies?! Rather, for a DT W2 XOR NAT MW aTp PRaRnm
person who is flesh and blood and does not know what will be, he does 7Y AR IR NPTY TNV R YT IORY
not mourn until after the deceased dies. But for God Who knows what TNV IR YTY RAW a"apn PaR D mnw

will be, He observes for His world before.
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Pesikta Zutarta Lekach Tov on Bereshit 50:10
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‘He made mourning for his father seven days’: Why is mourning seven days?
In order to correspond to the seven days of feasting. Alternatively, in order to
correspond to the seven days of creation.
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Rashi on Bereshit 49:33
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‘And he expired and was brought in’: But no mention is made of death, and
our Rabbis of blessed memory said, ‘Our father Yaakov did not die’ (Taanit
5b).
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Ramban on Bereshit 49:33
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The notion [that Yaakov Avinu did not die] is connected to the idea that the
souls of the righteous are bound in the bind of life and this covers the soul
all day, wearing a scarlet garment so that it is not naked, like Yaakov, or
that [the soul] wears at certain occasions. This matter will be understood in
the light of what is told in Shabbat 152b and Ketubot 103a.
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Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Jewish Time (Vayechi 5777)

Remember that the story of the people of the covenant begins with God’s call to Abraham to leave his land,
birthplace and father’s house and travel “to a land which I will show you”. Yet no sooner does he arrive than he is
forced by famine to go to Egypt. That is the fate repeated by Jacob and his children. Genesis ends not with life in
Israel but with a death in Egypt. Again, a hope not yet realised, a journey not yet ended, a destination just beyond
the horizon...Many ancient cultures believed in cyclical time, in which all things return to their beginning. The
Greeks developed a sense of tragic time, in which the ship of dreams is destined to founder on the hard rocks of
reality. Europe of the Enlightenment introduced the idea of linear time, with its close cousin, progress. Judaism
believes in covenantal time, well described by Harold Fisch: “The covenant is a condition of our existence in
time...We cooperate with its purposes never quite knowing where it will take us, for ‘the readiness is all’”. In a
lovely phrase, he speaks of the Jewish imagination as shaped by “the unappeased memory of a future still to be
fulfilled”. Tragedy gives rise to pessimism. Cyclical time leads to acceptance. Linear time begets optimism.
Covenantal time gives birth to hope. These are not just different emotions. They are radically different ways of
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relating to life and the universe. They are expressed in the different kinds of story people tell. Jewish time always
faces an open future. The last chapter is not yet written. The Messiah has not yet come. Until then, the story
continues — and we, together with God, are the co-authors of the next chapter.




