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Shemot 6:2-8
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2 FElokim spoke to Moshe, and He said to him, “I am Hashem. 3 I
appeared to Avraham, to Yitzchak, and to Yaakov with [the name]
Elokim, but [with] My name Hashem, I did not become known to them. 4
And also, I established My covenant with them to give them the land of
Canaan, the land of their sojournings in which they sojourned. 5 And
also, I heard the moans of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians are
holding in bondage, and I remembered My covenant. 6 Therefore, say to
the children of Israel, ‘1 am Hashem, and I will take you out from under
the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will save you from their labor, and I
will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.7
And I will take you to Me as a people, and I will be Elokim to you, and
you will know that I am Hashem your Elokim, Who has brought you out
from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 I will bring you to the land,
concerning which I raised My hand to give to Avraham, to Yitzchak, and

to Yaakov, and I will give it to you as a heritage; | am Hashem.’”

TPIP? IR IR TR qWRTIR PR 1271 (2)
573 :?yv-bm 7nx*"7x mwzx'bx XN (3)
’npv-; on (%) mb AYTI R PR MU T
PN AN 1932 PIRDN 077 NN? oAX 12y
’mmw W o1En (7)) A2 1My wwx n""Wﬂ
onX 712D %R R bmtzﬁ 12 NPRITNY
"IN ‘5&'1:0"’::‘7 N 5 (1) 2Ny wmm
D’WE?J nmuo nrm?J QDDN ’DNK'I‘H 717#
yira Dok =nbxm an7ayn nanx snbx-n
S pdNX W (1) v DUOWA o)
PP IR D am?'f“ PRy a:b nem Yy
fan}da m’7:o nnmn 03N Xeyien 0Py
Ny R PN oonx CDRIM (1)
ANy Ry PO DTaNY ALk anY T DX

717’ IR YN a::b 'lmz

Shemot 3:13-15

R MW

13 And Moshe said to Elokim, “Behold I come to the children of Israel, and
I say to them, ‘Elokim of your fathers has sent me to you,” and they say to
me, ‘What is His name?” What shall I say to them?” 14 Elokim said to
Moshe, “Ehyeh asher ehyeh (I will be what I will be),” and He said, “So
shall you say to the children of Israel, ‘Ehyeh (I will be) has sent me to
you.”” 15 And Elokim said further to Moshe, “So shall you say to the
children of Israel, ‘Hashem Elokim of your forefathers, Elokim of
Avraham, Elokim of Yitzchak, and Elokim of Yaakov, has sent me to you.’
This is My name forever, and this is how I should be mentioned in every
generation.”
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Pesikta Zutarta Lekach Tov on Shemot 6:3
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This can be explained: My name accords with the way in which I act in
My world. If I act with the attribute of judgement, My name is called
Elokim. If T act with the attribute of mercy, My name is called Hashem.
If with war, My name is called Tzevaot. If with help, My name is called
Kel Shaddai. All of these I did not make known to them [the Avot], and
I did not reveal Myself to them in a blaze, but rather with a mirror and
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with mystery. But for you, I speak mouth to mouth, just as a person
speaks to his fellow.

Masechet Chagigah 12a
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Resh Lakish said, “Why is it written, ‘I am Kel Shaddai’? [Because] I am
He Who said to the world, ‘Enough’ (dai)”. Resh Lakish said, “At the time
that the Holy One, blessed be He, created the sea, it went expanding on,
until the Holy One, blessed be He, rebuked it and made it dry, as it is said,
‘He rebukes the sea and makes it dry, and dries up all the rivers’ (Nahum
1:4).
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Masechet Berachot 9b
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“I am that I am”: The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Moshe, “Go,
say to Israel, ‘I was with you in this servitude, and I will be with you in
the servitude of the kingdoms.’”” Moshe said before Him, “Master of
the Universe, sufficient is the evil in its time”. The Holy One, blessed
be He, said to him, “Go say to them, “Ehyeh (I will be) has sent me to
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you”.
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Masechet Pesachim 50a
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“And His name one”: What does ‘one’ mean? Is His name not one now?
Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: This world is not like the world to
come. [In] this world [His name] is written with a ‘yod hey’ and read as
‘alef dalet’. In the world to come it shall all be one, namely it shall be
written with ‘yod hey’ and be read as ‘yod hey’.
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Rav Hirsch on Shemot 6:3
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“I did not become known to them”: Of course, we do find the 7011
name ‘Hashem’ already in the history and on the lips of the Avot.
But here it is by no means a question of a simple knowledge of this
name. ‘The knowledge of God’s name’ is something much deeper.
Perhaps it will only be at the end of all the happenings of history,
that we shall attain this. Isaiah speaking of this ultimate
redemption says, ‘Then My people will know My Name’ (Isaiah
52:6). It really means: to understand God’s methods of planning
and ordering which are implied in this name. An understanding

that can only be completely achieved out of the collective
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experience of all the ages, and the Avot stood at the beginning of | on% *nym1 XY (1,0 2°20n) "Wy vown ' y7I"
the ages! So, ‘As that One Whose name is Hashem, they had not Rlalizin a7l Galnlligl
come to know Me’.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Va'era (5768) — The G-d Who Acts In History

“I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as the Lord Almighty, but by my name G-d I was not known to
them.” A fundamental distinction is being made between the experience the patriarchs had of G-d, and the
experience the Israelites are about to have. Something new, unprecedented, is about to happen. What is it? Clearly
it has to do with the names by which G-d is known...Something was about to change. The patriarchs had received
the covenantal promise. They would become a nation. They would inherit a land. None of this, however, happened
in their lifetime. To the contrary, as the book of Bereishit reaches its close, they number a mere seventy souls and
they are in exile in Egypt. Now the fulfillment is about to begin. Already, in the first chapter of Shemot, we hear,
for the first time, the phrase Am Bnei Yisrael, “the people of the children of Israel.” Israel has at last become, not a
family, but a nation. Moses at the burning bush has been told, by G-d, that He will bring them to “a good and
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey.” Hashem therefore means the G-d who acts in history to fulfill
His promises...The ten commandments begin — [Judah Halevi] pointed out — not with the words “I am the Lord
your G-d who created heaven and earth” but “I am the Lord your G-d who brought you out from Egypt, from the
house of slavery.” G-d — the One we call Hashem — is to be found not primarily in creation (that is another face of
G-d to which we give the name Elokim) but in history.




