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Shemot 25:10-16
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8 And they shall make Me a sanctuary and I will dwell in their midst 9
according to all that I show you, the pattern of the Mishkan and the
pattern of all its vessels; and so shall you do. 10 They shall make an
aron of acacia wood, two and a half cubits its length, a cubit and a half
its width, and a cubit and a half its height. 11 And you shall overlay it
with pure gold; from inside and from outside you shall overlay it, and
you shall make upon it a golden crown all around. 12 And you shall
cast four golden rings for it, and you shall place them upon its four
corners, two rings on its one side, and two rings on its other side. 13
And you shall make poles of acacia wood and you shall overlay them
with gold. 14 And you shall bring the poles into the rings on the sides
of the aron, to carry the aron with them. 15 The poles of the aron shall
be in the rings; they shall not be removed from it. 16 And you shall
place into the aron the testimony, which I will give you.
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Masechet Yoma 52b-54a
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52b When the aron was hidden, there was hidden with it the bottle
containing the manna, and that containing the sprinkling water, the staff
of Aharon with its almonds and blossoms, and the chest which the
Philistines had sent as a gift to the God of Israel, as it is said, “And put
the jewels of gold which you return to Him for a guilt-offering in a
coffer by the side thereof and send it away that it may go”. Who hid it?
Yoshiyahu hid it. What was his reason for hiding it? He saw the
Scriptural passage, “The Lord will bring you and your king whom you
shall set over you”. Therefore he hid it, as it is said, “And he said to the
Levites, that taught all Israel, that were holy to the Lord: Put the holy
aron into the house which Solomon, the son of David, King of Israel
did build. There shall no more be a burden upon your shoulders now.
Serve now the Lord your God and His people Israel.”

53b Rebbe Eliezer said: The aron went into exile to Babylonia, as it
was said, “In the following year King Nebuchadnezzar sent and had
him brought to Babel together with the precious vessels of the house of
the Lord”. Rebbe Shimon bar Yohai said: The aron went into exile to
Babylonia, as it was said, “Nothing shall be left, says the Lord,” i.e., the
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Ten Commandments contained therein. Rebbe Yehudah bar Ilai said:
The aron was hidden [buried] in its own place, as it was said, “And the
staves were so long that the ends of the staves were seen from the holy
place, even before the Sanctuary; but they could not be seen without;
and there they are unto this day”.

54a Rebbe Nahman said: It was taught that the aron was hidden away
in the Chamber of the wood-shed. Rebbe Nahman bar Yitzchak said:
Thus were we also taught: It happened to a certain priest who was
whiling away his time that he saw a block of pavement that was
different from the others. He came and informed his fellow, but before
he could complete his account, his soul departed. Thus they knew
definitely that the aron was hidden there. What had he been doing?
Rebbe Helbo said: He was playing with his axe. The school of Rebbe
Yishmael taught: Two priests, afflicted with a blemish, were sorting the
woods when the axe of one of them slipped from his hand and fell on
that place, whereupon a flame burst forth and consumed him.
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Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch on Shemot 25:10

R (from 77X to pick off for eating [Song of Songs 5:2 and Ps. LXXX:13] related to 7177 to absorb a seed

of life, the root of 7mn) designated a container in which that which it receives is accepted there
permanently. So in Gen L:26, of a coffin, and Kings II. XII:10 and Chron. II XXIV:8 of boxes for

donations for the expenses for the Temple.

Shemot Rabbah on Parshat Terumah 33:1
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God said to Israel, “I have sold you My Torah, and it is as if [ was
sold with it, as it says, ‘Take Me as [instead of for Me] your
offering’”. A parable: There was a king who had one daughter. Along
came another king and took her [in marriage], and he wanted to take
her with him to his own land. He [the father] said to him, “My
daughter that I have given to you is an only child. To separate from
her, I am unable to do. But to tell you not to take her, I cannot do, for
she is your wife. Rather, do me this one goodness: Everywhere you
go, make for me one small room, so that [ may dwell with you, for |
am unable to abandon my daughter.” So too Hashem says to Israel: “I
have given you the Torah. To separate from it, [ am unable. To tell
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you not to take it, I am unable. Rather, everywhere you go, make for | Wy 1R n°2 0°09%7 onRw 21pn 222 KROX
Me one house where I will dwell, as it says, “Make Me a sanctuary”. DTPR O WYY MR 19102 NIRY 09

Rabbi Yakov Haber, “The Divine Presence: The Hidden and The Revealed”

The Talmud (Yoma 54a) relates that the badim (poles) were slightly pulled from their position on the sides
of the Aron to protrude into the Paroches which divided between the Kodesh HaKadashim (Innermost
Chamber) -- where the Aron rested -- and the Heichal (Outer Chamber). However, neither the Aron nor
even the badim were visible as the Paroches prevented their being seen....Perhaps we can explain the
symbolic meaning of this partial revelation of the Aron as follows...The prophets of old have already noted
the inherent paradox concerning G-d's relationship with His world. On the one hand, G-d is apparent
everywhere: "m'lo chol ha'aretz k'vodo”, "the Earth is filled with His Glory!" (Yeshaya 6:3). On the other
hand, G-d is hidden and remote: "achein atta keil mistatier", "Indeed, you are a G-d who hides" (ibid.
45:15)...This duality was expressed dramatically by the placement of the badei ha'aron. At the same time it
was known that the Aron, upon whose k'ruvim G-d rested his Divine Presence, was just behind the curtain,
but yet, no individual could actually witness this splendorous sight. The Gemara in Yoma expresses this by
comparing the shape of the badim jutting into the Paroches to the contours of a human body -- seen but yet
not seen through clothing. In our lives, we often catch glimpses of Hashem's hand. We see His majestic
Hand in His Creation ("the heavens bespeak the Glory of G d!"). We observe His hand in History as the
Tzur Yisrael, ensuring Israel's protection. We are often awed by His hashgacha p'ratis, individual Divine
Providence, in our lives ("shivt'cha umish'ant'cha heima y'nachamuni”, "your rod and support comfort me").
But yet, even with all of this, G-d remains mysterious, transcendent, unseeable and unreachable.
Sometimes, this duality leads to doubt or crises in religious faith...The entire period from the month of Adar
through the month of Nissan, traversing through the joyous holidays of Purim and Pesach and the
miraculous redemptions they commemorate -- one more hidden, one more revealed -- serves as an eternal
reminder of the times when Hashem's intervention on the world-scene is obvious and apparent. This season
of the year and the festivals celebrated within it serve as eternal sources of spiritual confidence and
rejuvenation to vaccinate us for those times in our lives when G-d's hand is less than apparent.




