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Parsha Plug: Parshat Terumah

Shemot 25:17-22
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17 And you shall make an ark cover of pure gold, two and a
half cubits its length and a cubit and a half its width. 18 And
you shall make two golden keruvim; you shall make them of
hammered work, from the two ends of the ark cover. 19 And
make one keruv from the one end and the other keruv from
the other end; from the ark cover you shall make the
keruvim on its two ends. 20 The keruvim shall have their

shall place the ark cover on the ark from above, and into the
ark you shall place the testimony, which I will give you. 22 1
will arrange My meetings with you there, and I will speak
with you from atop the ark cover from between the two
keruvim that are upon the Ark of the Testimony, all that I
will command you unto the children of Israel.
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Chizkuni Parshat Terumah 25:18
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Even though we are commanded °Y ou shall not make for yourself
a graven image or any manner of likeness’, here the image of the
keruvim is permitted because they were not made to be
worshipped but were instead made for His dwelling, just like the
keruvim on the throne of honor.
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Rashi on Shemot 25:18
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You shall make them of hammered work: [This means] that you
should not make them separate and then join them at the ends of
the ark cover after they are made, as smiths do [in a process] called
solderez [in Old French], soldered. Instead, you should take a large
quantity of gold at the beginning of the construction of the ark
cover and beat it with a hammer and with a mallet in the center [of
the mass of gold] so that its ends protrude upward, and [then you
should] form the keruvim from the protrusion of its ends.
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Rashbam on Shemot 25:18
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The keruvim were birds, as it is written, “You were the
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sages explained that the keruv had the face of an infant.

far-covering keruv’. It was a big bird with wings. Andthe | .2°01> 5va 7173 W .72077 nwna 27D
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Rav Chaim Paltiel
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“You shall make’. In the Midrash, the question arises as to why there
were two keruvim. One corresponds to Hashem and the other to
Elokim, meaning one reveals God’s attribute of mercy and the other
reveals God’s attribute of judgment, respectively. Shlomo added two
more keruvim because each attribute is divided into two, a good
person for whom good happens, a good person for whom bad
happens, a bad person for whom good happens, and a bad person for
whom bad happens.
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Masechet Bava Batra 99a
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obey the will of the God.

How did [the keruvim] stand?...[According to one opinion] | 11X DX W K O7°10 7"121...7°70IW 177 73°2
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Masechet Yoma 54a
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Rav Katina said: Whenever Israel came up to the Festival, the
curtain would be removed for them and the keruvim were shown to
them, whose bodies were intertwisted with one another, and they
would be thus addressed: Look! You are beloved before God as the
love between man and woman. Rav Chisda raised the following
objection: But they shall not go in to see the holy things as they are
being covered, in connection with which Rav Yehudah in the name
of Rav said: It means at the time when the vessels are being put into
their cases? — Rav Nachman answered: That may be compared to
a bride: As long as she is in her father's house, she is reserved in
regard to her husband, but when she comes to her father-in-law's
house, she is no more so reserved in regard to him...

Resh Lakish said: When the non-Jews entered the Temple and saw
the keruvim whose bodies were intertwisted with one another, they
carried them out and said: These Israelites, whose blessing is a
blessing, and whose curse is a curse, occupy themselves with such
things! And immediately they despised them, as it is said: All that
honored her, despised her, because they have seen her nakedness
(Lam. 1:8).
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