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Vayikra 12:1-8
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1 And the Lord spoke to Moshe, saying: 2 Speak to the children of
Israel, saying: If a woman conceives and gives birth to a male, she
shall be unclean for seven days; as [in] the days of her menstrual
flow, she shall be unclean. 3 And on the eighth day, the flesh of his
foreskin shall be circumcised. 4 And for thirty three days, she shall
remain in the blood of purity; she shall not touch anything holy, nor
may she enter the Sanctuary, until the days of her purification have
been completed. 5 And if she gives birth to a female, she shall be
unclean for two weeks, like her menstruation [period]. And for sixty
six days, she shall remain in the blood of purity. 6 And when the
days of her purification have been completed, whether for a son or
for a daughter, she shall bring a sheep in its first year as a burnt
offering, and a young dove or a turtle dove as a sin offering, to the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting, to the kohen. 7 And he shall offer
it up before the Lord and effect atonement for her, and thus, she will
be purified from the source of her blood. This is the law of a woman
who gives birth to a male or to a female. 8 And if she cannot afford
a sheep, she shall take two turtle doves or two young doves: one as
a burnt offering and one as a sin offering. And the kohen shall effect
atonement for her, and she shall become clean.
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Keli Yakar on Vayikra 12:2
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The Yerushalmi explains that the sin of Chava is the source of
women’s menstrual blood, therefore the verse says “She will be
purified from the source of her blood” (Vayikra 12:7). For all
women need to be purified for the first sin from which impurity
and foulness spread in this world and which caused all who are
born to be impure for seven days [Chava was the cause of the
sin, not Adam]. For had there been no sin, man would be like an
angel of God.
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Masechet Niddah 31b
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Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai was asked by his disciples: Why did the
Torah rule that a woman after childbirth brings a sacrifice? He
replied: When she kneels to give birth, she clenches and swears
never to have intercourse with her husband again. The Torah,
therefore, ordained that she should bring a sacrifice. Rav Yosef
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challenged: Does she not act presumptuously given that the
absolution of the oath depends on her regretting it? Furthermore,
she should have brought a sacrifice prescribed for an oath [a lamb
or a goat]! And why did the Torah ordain that in the case of a male
[the woman is clean] after seven days and in that of a female after
fourteen days? [On the birth of a] male with whom all rejoice she
regrets her oath after seven days, [but on the birth of a female]
about whom everybody is upset she regrets her oath after fourteen
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Vayikra Rabbah on Parshat Vayikra 14:1
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were created] and ‘before’ means

conceives” (Ibid 12:2).

[Commenting on *1A7% 0721 NINY, “You formed for me something behind
and something before” Tehillim 139:5] Rebbe Yishmael son of Rebbe 53Y
Tanchum said: ‘Behind’ means [you, man are] last of all the works [that 595
[you are] first in responsibility and
punishment...Rebbe Simlai said: Just as man’s creation came after that of
cattle, beasts, and birds, so too the law concerning man comes after that
concerning cattle, beasts, and birds. This is indicated by the verse, “This is
the law of the beasts and of the fowl and of every living creature” (Vayikra
11:46), which is immediately followed by the verse, “If a woman
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Rabbeinu Bachya on Vayikra 12:2
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The rabbis explain: If a woman emits her semen first, she
gives birth to a boy; if a man emits his semen first, she gives
birth to a girl. The meaning of the language of ‘semen’
regarding the seed of a woman refers to the blood of
menstruation, for a woman does not have semen. But her
blood in her womb is her seed and it is referred to as ‘odem’
(red substance), while the seed of the man is referred to as
‘loven’ (white substance). The odem and the loven are each
called semen [in the creating of a fetus], as the rabbis
explained, “There are three partners in creating man: God,
father, and mother. The father gives the loven, which creates
the brain, sinews, bones, nails, and white in the eye. The
mother gives the odem, which creates the skin, flesh, blood,
hair, and black of the eye. God gives the spirit, breath, beauty
of features, eyesight, the power of hearing, the ability to speak
and to walk, understanding and discernment.”
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Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, “Holiness and Childbirth”, Tazria-Metzora 5773

The first principle essential to understanding the laws of ritual purity and impurity is that God is life.
Judaism is a profound rejection of cults, ancient and modern, that glorify death. The great pyramids of
Egypt were grandiose tombs...The Torah is a tree of life. God is the God of life. As Moses put it in two

memorable words: “Choose life”” (Deut. 30: 19)...When a mother gives birth, not only does she undergo
great risk (until recently, childbirth was a life-threatening danger to mother and baby alike). She is also
separated from what until now had been part of her own body (a foetus, said the rabbis, “is like a limb

of the mother”) and which has now become an independent person. If that is so in the case of a boy, it

is doubly so in the case of a girl — who, with God’s help, will not merely live but may herself in later

years become a source of new life. At one level, therefore, the laws signal the detachment of life from
life. At another level, they surely suggest something more profound. There is a halakhic principle:
“One who is engaged in a mitzvah is exempt from other mitzvot.” It is as if God were saying to the

mother: for forty days in the case of a boy, and doubly so in the case of a girl (the mother-daughter

bond is ontologically stronger than that between mother and son), I exempt you from coming before
Me in the place of holiness because you are fully engaged in one of the holiest acts of all, nurturing and

caring for your child. Unlike others you do not need to visit the Temple to be attached to life in all its

sacred splendour. You are experiencing it yourself, directly and with every fibre of your being. Days,
weeks, from now you will come and give thanks before Me (together with offerings for having come
through a moment of danger). But for now, look upon your child with wonder. For you have been
given a glimpse of the great secret, otherwise known only to God. Childbirth exempts the new mother
from attendance at the Temple because her bedside replicates the experience of the Temple. She now
knows what it is for love to beget life and in the midst of mortality to be touched by an intimation of

immortality.




