Morateinu Alissa Thomas-Newborn

Parsha Plug: Parshat Shlach

702

Bamidbar 15: 1-5, 17-21, 37-41
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1 The Lord spoke to Moses saying: 2 Speak to the children of
Israel and say to them: When you arrive in the Land of your
dwelling place, which I am giving you, 3 and you make a fire
offering to the Lord, a burnt offering or a sacrifice [namely a
peace offering], for an expressed vow or for a voluntary offering
or on your festivals, to provide a pleasing fragrance for the Lord,
from the cattle or from the sheep. 4 The one who brings his
offering to the Lord shall present a meal offering containing one
tenth fine flour mixed with a quarter of a hin of oil. 5 And a
quarter of a hin of wine for a libation, you shall prepare with the
burnt offering or for the sacrifice, for each lamb...17 The Lord
spoke to Moses saying: 18 Speak to the children of Israel and
you shall say to them, When you arrive in the Land to which I am
bringing you, 19 and you eat from the bread of the Land, you
shall set aside a gift for the Lord. 20 The first portion of your
dough, you shall separate a loaf for a gift; as in the case of the
gift of the threshingfloor, so shall you separate it. 21 From the
first portion of your dough you shall give a gift to the Lord in
[all] your generations...37 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 38
Speak to the children of Israel and you shall say to them that they
shall make for themselves fringes on the corners of their
garments, throughout their generations, and they shall affix a
thread of sky blue [wool] on the fringe of each corner. 39 This
shall be fringes for you, and when you see it, you will remember
all the commandments of the Lord to perform them, and you
shall not wander after your hearts and after your eyes after which
you are going astray. 40 So that you shall remember and perform
all My commandments and you shall be holy to your God. 41 1
am the Lord, your God, Who took you out of the land of Egypt to
be your God; I am the Lord, your God.
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Seforno on Parshat Shlach 15:3-4
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“To provide a pleasing fragrance...The one who brings his offering”:
Until the sin of the calf, the korban itself was a pleasing fragrance
without the mincha and nesachim offerings, as we see with Hevel,
Noach, Avraham and as at Matan Torah, “And [Moses] sent the
young men of the children of Israel who offered burnt offerings and
sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord” (Shemot 24:5). After
they sinned with the calf however, they needed to add a mincha and
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nesachim to the daily burnt offering, which was a communal
offering. And now that they sinned with the spies, the mincha and

the nesachim were required to kasher even the private offering.
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Rabbeinu Bachya on Parshat Shlach 15:18-20
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It is a mitzvah from the Torah to separate the challah from the
dough, as it says, “The first portion of your dough, you shall
separate a loaf for a gift” (15:20). The person who separates the
challah blesses, ‘Who has sanctified us with His mitzvot and
commanded us to separate the challah’ whether it is done in Israel
or outside of Israel. The essence of the mitzvah of challah from
the Torah only applies to Israel, as it is said, “and you eat from
the bread of the Land”. This refers to the time when all of the
Jews are in Israel, as it says, “When you come”, the coming of
everyone, not the coming of some of them. Therefore, the taking
of challah today and even in the times of Ezra in Israel [since not
everyone was in the land] was only considered a rabbinic
obligation. Today when we take challah outside of Israel, we do
so in order that the laws of challah are not forgotten from among
us.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 15:39
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“And you shall not wander after your hearts”: This is like
“from scouting (79An) the Land” (13:25). The heart and eyes
are the spies for the body. They are its agents for sinning: the
eye sees, the heart covets and the body commits the
transgression.
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Sefat Emet Parshat Shlach 645
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The juxtaposition of the separating of challah, the libations, and
tzitzit after the story of the spies is because in the desert there
were three wonderful gifts: manna, the well, and the clouds of
glory. Therefore, it was hard for the Israelites to leave from the
desert. God comforted us since He allowed the light from these
three gifts to remain with us. Challah and the libations recall the
manna and the well. And tzitzit are the chesed of the clouds of

glory.
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Rabbi Yissocher Frand’s Commuter Chavrusah Shiur: Parshas Shlach’

The Chidushei haRi’m suggests that the problem the Meraglim had with going into Eretz Yisrael
was due to the very fact that they were righteous individuals. Because they were Tzadikim, they
loved and longed for the type of existence that they experienced in the Wilderness. This existence —
a completely spiritual life — was unprecedented in the annals of humankind, before or since. Bread
came down from Heaven daily. Their eating experience was completely spiritual. They did not need
to worry about food, they did not need to worry about drink, and they did not need to worry about
heat or airconditioning. They literally had an “Olam haZeh” [this world] experience that is similar to
“Olam haBah” [the next world]. They knew that this type of intense and continuous spirituality
would end once they entered Eretz Yisrael and began a more “normal” type of existence. “Vacation”
would be over. It would be necessary to plow the land and sow the seeds, to fertilize, prune, harvest
and to endure all the trials and tribulations of earning a living that have been plaguing us along with
all of mankind ever since those miraculous 40 years of Wilderness experience...They knew that the
minute they crossed the Jordan River, this “nextworldly” existence would be history. That is why
they did not want to go into Eretz Yisrael. Their reticence did not reflect a lack of “love of Gd” or
“fear of Gd” or “faith in Gd”. On the contrary, their attitude was “Who needs this “Olam haZeh”?
Let us stay here. What could be better than our current situation?”” Where, then did they go wrong?
The ultimate answer is that the Almighty does not want us to live that way. This is not the life of a
Jew. The life of a Jew is to live a life where he has to worry about making a living and deal with all
the physical requirements and needs of this world — while at the same time remaining a holy
person...Achieving spirituality in a physical world is a difficult task. The Meraglim legitimately had
what to fear, but that is how the Almighty wanted life to be. He put us here and made us physical
beings but our life’s work is to try to transform the mundane into the holy — to take the wine and
make it into Nesachim, to take the bread and make it into Challah, and to take the wool and to turn it
into Tzitzis.

'http://torah.org/torah-portion/ravfrand-5771-shlach/




