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Special Guest Parsha Plug: Parshat Shemot

Shemot 2:11-12; 3:1-12
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11 Now it came to pass in those days that Moses grew up and went out to
his brothers and looked at their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian man
striking a Hebrew man of his brothers. 12 He turned this way and that
way, and he saw that there was no man; so he struck the Egyptian and hid
him in the sand....

1 Moses was pasturing the flocks of Jethro, his father in law, the chief of
Midian, and he led the flocks after the free pastureland, and he came to
the mountain of G-d, to Horeb. 2 An angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a flame of fire from within the thorn bush, and behold, the thorn bush was
burning with fire, but the thorn bush was not being consumed. 3 So
Moses said, "Let me turn now and see this great spectacle why does the
thorn bush not burn up?"4 The Lord saw that he had turned to see, and
G-d called to him from within the thorn bush, and He said, "Moses,
Moses!" And he said, "Here I am!" 5 And He said, "Do not draw near
here. Take your shoes off your feet, because the place upon which you
stand is holy soil." 6 And He said, "I am the G-d of your father, the G-d
of Abraham, the G-d of Isaac, and the G-d of Jacob." And Moses hid his
face because he was afraid to look toward G-d. 7 And the Lord said, "I
have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and I have
heard their cry because of their slave drivers, for I know their pains. 8 I
have descended to rescue them from the hand[s] of the Egyptians and to
bring them up from that land, to a good and spacious land, to a land
flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivvites, and the Jebusites. 9 And now,
behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also
seen the oppression that the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now
come, and I will send you to Pharaoh, and take My people, the children of
Israel, out of Egypt."11 But Moses said to G-d, "Who am I that I should
go to Pharaoh, and that I should take the children of Israel out of
Egypt?"12 And He said, "For I will be with you, and this is the sign for
you that it was I Who sent you. When you take the people out of Egypt,
you will worship G-d on this mountain."
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Kli Yakar (16th cent. Prague) on Shemot 3:1
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In any case, it is necessary to mention that he was a shepherd because
most of the prophets came to be prophets from shepherding. For prophecy
requires solitude and because one can see G-d through His creations, as it
says in Psalms 8:4 “Because I will see Your name through the creation of
Your fingers...” Because of this, all of his thoughts pertained to G-d, until
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G-d's spirit came upon him from on high. This spirit of G-d does not often
come to those who are sitting at home or working in the field; rather, in
most instances it comes to shepherds who sit open [to G-d].
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Seforno (16th cent. Italy) on Shemot 3:3
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[Moshe said] I will understand and see why the bush is not being
consumed, i.e. Why the Egyptians were unable to defeat them [the
Hebrews] despite all of the suffering inflicted [upon the Hebrews].
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Midrash Rabbah 2:2
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Once, while Moses our Teacher was tending Yitro’s sheep, one of the
sheep ran away. Moses ran after it until it reached a small, shaded place.
There, the lamb came across a pool and began to drink. As Moses
approached the lamb, he said, “I did not know you ran away because you
were thirsty. You are so exhausted!” He then put the lamb on his
shoulders and carried him back. The Holy One said, “Since you tend the
sheep of human beings with such overwhelming love - by your life, I
swear you shall be the shepherd of My sheep, Israel.”
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Chizkuni (13th cent. France) on Shemot 3:11-12
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Moshe's reply to G-d corresponded to each of G-d's statements to him. “Who
am 1?7 corresponded to G-d's statement, “You shall go;” “That I go unto
Pharaoh” corresponded with “And I shall send you unto Pharaoh;” “And that
I bring [them] out” corresponded with “Bring out my nation.” G-d's reply to
Moshe likewise corresponded with each of Moshe's statements. “Because I
will be with you” corresponded with “Who am 1?”; “Because I will send you”
corresponded with “That I should go unto Pharaoh;” “In your bringing out
this nation” corresponds with “That I should bring out the Children of Israel.”
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Anonymous, Reflections on Parshat Shemot

When G-d charges Moshe with the superhuman task of leading the Jewish people out of Egypt, Moshe responds
with a question that many would ask in the same situation. Moshe asks, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and
take the Children of Israel out of Egypt?” G-d’s response is fascinating. G-d does not point to a single attribute of
Moshe’s character or even to an action Moshe had taken in his 80 years of life to qualify him for the mission that lay
ahead. Instead, G-d responds to Moshe with three powerful words: “Because I will be with you.” In uttering these
words, G-d is teaching us a lesson of universal importance. It does not matter who we are or what traits, flaws, or
weaknesses we possess. If G-d is with us, we can do anything and be anything that G-d needs us to be no matter
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how unqualified we may think we are. The man without words can become a great orator, the humble can lead, the
fearful can be brave, and the fool can become wise. That is the secret of the burning bush. Every one of us is made
in the image of G-d and possesses a divine spark. In choosing to align our will with G-d’s, that spark of divinity can
be fanned into great and powerful spiritual flames that will surround us yet not consume us; rather, they will make
us invincible in our mission to fulfill G-d’s will in this world and realize our destiny.




