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Parsha Plug: Parshat Metzora and Pesach

Vayikra 14:1-2
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1 And the Lord spoke to Moshe, saying, 2 This will be the law of the
person afflicted with tzaraat, on the day of his purification, he shall be
brought to the kohen.
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Rambam Mishneh Torah Hilchot Deot 7:3
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Our Sages said: There are three sins for which retribution is exacted
from a person in this world and, [for which] he is [nonetheless,] denied a
portion in the world to come: idol worship, forbidden sexual relations,
and murder. Lashon hara is equivalent to all of them. Our Sages also
said: Anyone who speaks lashon hara is like one who denies God, as it is
said, “Those who said: With our tongues we will prevail; our lips are our
own. Who is Lord over us?” (Tehillim 12:5). In addition, they said:
Lashon hara kills three-- the one who speaks it, the one who listens to it,
and the one about whom it is spoken. The one who listens to it [suffers]
more than the one who speaks it.
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Vayikra Rabbah 16:2 on Parshat Metzora
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This will be the law of the metzora: It is alluded to in the verse “Who
is the man who desires life” (Tehillim 34:13). This may be compared
to the case of the pedlar who used to go around the towns near Tzipori
crying out, “Who wishes to buy the elixir of life?’ and drawing great
crowds around him. Rebbe Yannai was sitting and expounding in his
room and heard the pedlar calling out, ‘Who desires the elixir of life?’
He said to him, ‘Come here, and sell it to me.” The pedlar said,
‘Neither you nor people like you require what I am selling.” The rabbi
pressed him, and the pedlar went up to him and brought out the book
of Tehillim and showed him the passage, “Who is the man who desires
life.” What is written immediately after? “Keep your tongue from evil,
depart from evil and do good.” Rebbe Yanai said, ‘Shlomo too says,
“Whoever keeps his mouth and his tongue keeps his soul from
troubles” (Tehillim 21:23). Rebbe Yannai said, ‘All of my life I have
been reading this verse but did not know how it was to be explained
until this pedlar came and made it clear from “Who is the man who
desires life.”” For this same reason Moshe warned Israel and said to
them “This will be the law of the metzora”, motzi shem ra (the law
regarding someone who makes a bad name for another).
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Shemot Rabbah 16:2 on Parshat Bo
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God said to Moshe, ‘As long as Israel worships the Egyptian Gods,
they will not be redeemed. Go and tell them to desist from their
wicked deeds and reject idolatry’. This is what is meant by the verse,
“Draw out and take lambs for yourselves” (Shemot 12:21). This is as
if to say, draw out your hands from idolatry and take lambs for
yourselves and slaughter the gods of Egypt.
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your essential being.

The Pesach sacrifice begins, ‘Withdraw your hands from idol worship’ [as PWn 12 awn 0a° 1m0
Shemot Rabbah teaches]. The Hebrew for idol worship, avodah zarah, may also ROV 7 O7avn oy
be translated as ‘strange worship’. Moshe was saying, “Let not the worship of XA TIN5 T Ty KON
God, the Torah, and the mitzvot be strange to you.” They must become part of 970 0o9W Oxy P T

Rabbi Menachem Schlanger, Midot HaEmunah, p. 54
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The meaning of the statement [in the Gemara in Arachin 15b that God
cannot coexist in the world with someone who speaks lashon hara] is
that the world of the speaker of lashon hara is a contradiction to the

world that God has created. To explain: It is axiomatic that the world is

imperfect and has deficiencies. The way God guides events in the world
is to lead it to its ultimate completion. This applies to each individual as

well. Each person has imperfections and deficiencies, but God, in His
compassion sees the good within each person as his true essence, and
assists him to reach his own personal goal. With this perspective there
is no place for categorizing someone as lacking because of his
inadequacies, because he is, after all, on his way to wholeness! ... The

habitual speaker of lashon hara emphasizes the negative aspects of
others, and in so doing gives these weaknesses reality and permanence.
By doing this, he removes himself from the world that God has created,

a world that is completely directed for moving toward wholeness.
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Rabbi Chaviv Danesh on Pesach

The parshiyot read at the time of Pesach talk about tzaraat. Perhaps a reason for this is that on Pesach we are so
careful [about] what goes into our mouth[s] and forget to think about what comes out of our mouth[s]. The rabbis
say that speaking is like shooting an arrow: Once it is shot you can’t take it back...On Pesach we eat matzah
which represents humbleness and unity. Unity has never and will never go hand in hand with lashon hara.
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Therefore it is vital on Pesach to burn also the chametz of lashon hara from our character traits.




