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Parsha Plug: Parshat Behaalotecha

Bamidbar 11:18-23, 31-34
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18 And to the people, you shall say, “Prepare yourselves for
tomorrow and you shall eat meat, because you have cried in the
ears of the Lord saying, ‘Who will feed us meat, for we had it
better in Egypt.’ [Therefore,] the Lord will give you meat, and
you shall eat. 19 You shall eat it not one day, not two days, not
five days, not ten days, and not twenty days. 20 But even for a
full month until it comes out your nose and nauseates you.
Because you have despised the Lord Who is among you, and
you cried before Him, saying, ‘Why did we ever leave Egypt?’”
21 Moses said, “Six hundred thousand people on foot are the
people in whose midst I am, and You say, ‘I will give them
meat, and they will eat it for a full month’? 22 If sheep and
cattle were slaughtered for them, would it suffice for them? If
all the fish of the sea were gathered for them, would it suffice
for them?” 23 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Is My power
limited? Now you will see if My word comes true for you or
not!”..31 A wind went forth from the Lord and swept quails
from the sea and spread them over the camp about one day's
journey this way and one day's journey that way, around the
camp, about two cubits above the ground. 32 The people rose up
all that day and all night and the next day and gathered the
quails. [Even] the one who gathered the least collected ten
heaps. They spread them around the camp in piles. 33 The meat
was still between their teeth; it was not yet finished, and the
anger of the Lord flared against the people, and the Lord struck
the people with a very mighty blow. 34 He named that place
Kivrot Hata'avah [Graves of Craving], for there they buried the
people who craved.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 11:22
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If sheep and cattle were slaughtered: Rebbe Akiva says, “Six
hundred thousand people on foot, and You have said that I will
give them meat, and they will eat it for a full month?” It is as it
sounds, “Would it suffice for them?”...Which [case] is worse?
This one, or [when Moses said] “Listen now, you rebels”
(Bamidbar 20:10)? However, since [in this case] he [Moses] did
not say it in public, the Torah spares him, and refrains from
punishing him. But that of Meribah was in public, so the Torah
does not spare him. Rebbe Shimon says, “God forbid! This never
entered the mind of that righteous man. Would the one about

YW IR RPY 927 0w P2 RN
INR W2 NIAR IR L9307 99R NG
I3 P IRXT 000 W 199K o
WR)...OT7 DD n L Wwnwnd 90
X1 Wnw (D 727P) W W awp
70°1 @272 AR ROW 097 ROR ,0°010
72°77 DWW N 131 Y91 K91 2000
.09 19 7001 KD 799DY 92
S nhY XY 217w 0N IR PYRY 020
12 21OV °n LT PUTE NN YW YT

1




Morateinu Alissa Thomas-Newborn

702

whom it says, ‘he is trusted throughout My house’ (Ibid 12:7)
suggest that the Omnipresent cannot provide for us sufficiently?
Rather, this is what he meant: ‘Six hundred thousand on foot and
You say I will give them meat for a full month’? And then You
will kill such a great nation? Will sheep and cattle be slaughtered
for them so that they should then be killed, and this meal will
satisfy for them forever [i.e., it will be their last]? Is this a credit
for you?”...God answered him, “If I do not give them, they will
say that My power is limited. Would the fact that God’s power
appears limited to them please you? Let them and a hundred like
them perish, as long as My power is not limited before them for
even one moment!” [based on Sifrei 95]
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Or HaChayim on Bamidbar 11:18
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Prepare yourselves for tomorrow: The reason that it was not
given until tomorrow according to the rabbis is explained in the
word ‘hitkadeshu’ for this is the language of preparing for
punishment. God did not want to give it to them quickly and
speedily, until they had been informed that their punishment
would be given to them in the giving of the meat. He warned
them and elongated for them the time, saying ‘until tomorrow’
so that they would have a night to reflect, and perhaps they
would repent and express regret to God for their evil. For God
did not want to destroy them.
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It was taught: Rebbe Yossi said: Even as the prophet would tell
Israel what is to be found in clefts or holes so would the manna
reveal to Israel what is to be found in clefts or holes. How? If two
men came before Moses with a lawsuit, one saying, “You have
stolen my servant”, the other saying, “You sold him to me”, Moshe
would say to them, “In the morning judgment will be pronounced”.
The next day, if [the slave's] omer of manna was found in the house
of his first master, it was evidence that the other one had stolen him;
if it was found in the house of his second master, that was proof that
the former had sold him to the latter. Similarly, if a man and a
woman came before Moshe with a suit, he saying, “She sinned
against me”, and she asserting, “He sinned against me”, Moshe
would say to them, “In the morning judgement will be
pronounced”. The next day if her omer was found in her husband's
house, that was proof that she had sinned against him; but if it was
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found in her father's house, that was evidence that he had sinned 7OV 770 RITW Y172

against her.

Rav Alex Israel Beha’alotecha: Flesh or Spirit?

I think that it is precisely because we are now a year later that the second incident is seen as so
serious. A year earlier, the Israelites were a slave nation fresh out of Egypt. They were used to being
fed by their masters. They found it difficult to fend for themselves. Their plea for food was justified.
But now, a year later, after the revelation of Sinai, after the miracles, after the Tabernacle, the people
are very different. They have matured and grown. They now have national leaders and systems of
government: princes of tribes, judges, and other systems of government. They have formed
themselves into a nation with a religious-spiritual ideology. They should have more patience. They
should have a more sophisticated way of coping with a problem of this sort. Furthermore, the cries
for food in Exodus were justified. A month out of Egypt, their food provisions fully spent, the people
simply had no food. They were fully justified in their complaint. But here, a year later, they DO have
food. They have the manna...The people should be aware by now that God can provide for them. He
has done so in the past...The manna is the expression of a different mindset. It is a mindset of control
and limitation rather than frenzied passion. With the manna, somehow, everyone received according
to his need. They gathered more or less and it always amounted to an ‘omer’ measure. With the
manna, everyone gathered only what they needed, not what they desired. And it was always enough.
With the quails, nothing was enough, for they were propelled by an inexplicable urge, a powerful
lusting that was insatiable...Possibly, the people are still dithering between meat and spirit, between
Egypt and Israel. Now, when they are on their way, they make a final attempt, a final expression of
their indecision. God intercedes, reinforcing spirit over flesh, but the journey is still delayed. The
Children of Israel stand between Egypt and Israel both in their geographical location and in their
psychological-religious mindset. Which is going to prevail?
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RPN ANIR I 80

It is known that the root of the mitzvah of bal tashchit is to
teach our souls to love the good and to cleave to it. And
consequently, the good will cleave to us and we will be
distanced from all evil and from all destruction. This is the way
of the chasidim who do not destroy even a mustard seed in this
world, being distressed at the sight of any loss or destruction. If
they can help it, they prevent any destruction with all the means
at their disposal
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