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Parsha Plug: Parshat Acharei Mot

Vayikra 16:1-10, 20-22
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1 And the Lord spoke to Moses after the death of Aaron's two sons,
when they drew near before the Lord, and they died. 2 And the Lord
said to Moses: Speak to your brother Aaron, that he should not
come at all times into the Holy within the dividing curtain, in front
of the cover that is upon the ark, so that he should not die, for I
appear over the ark cover in a cloud. 3 With this shall Aaron enter
the Holy: with a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt
offering. 4 He shall wear a holy linen shirt and linen pants shall be
upon his flesh, and he shall gird himself with a linen sash and wear
a linen cap; these are holy garments, [and therefore,] he shall
immerse himself in water and don them. 5§ And from the community
of the children of Israel, he shall take two he-goats as a sin offering,
and one ram as a burnt offering. 6 And Aaron shall bring his sin
offering bull, and initiate atonement for himself and for his
household. 7 And he shall take the two he-goats, and place them
before the Lord at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 8 And Aaron
shall place lots upon the two he-goats: one lot "For the Lord," and
the other lot, "For Azazel." 9 And Aaron shall bring the he-goat
upon which the lot, "For the Lord," came up, and designate it as a
sin offering. 10 And the he-goat upon which the lot "For Azazel"
came up, shall be placed while still alive, before the Lord, to
[initiate] atonement upon it, and to send it away to Azazel, into the
desert...20 And he shall finish effecting atonement for the Holy, the
Tent of Meeting, and the altar [with the first he-goat "For the
Lord"], and then he shall bring the live he-goat. 21 And Aaron shall
lean both of his hands upon the live he-goat's head and confess upon
it all the willful transgressions of the children of Israel, all their
rebellions, and all their unintentional sins, and he shall place them
on the he-goat's head, and send it off to the desert with a timely
man. 22 The he-goat shall thus carry upon itself all their sins to a
precipitous land, and he shall send off the he-goat into the desert.
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Seforno on Vayikra 16:8

772102 TW P92 NP 1750

Two goats for a sin-offering: The first goat is to atone for sins committed in
connection with the Sanctuary, and the second is sent away to expiate the
other sins of the community which, due to the excess of its impurity, is not

fit to be sacrificed and even defiles the one through whom it is sent.
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Masechet Yoma 67a

JO Ny noon

Mishnah:...What did he do? He divided the thread of crimson wool, and
tied one half to the rock, the other half between its horns, and pushed it
from behind. And it went rolling down and before it had reached its
way down, it was dashed to pieces. Gemara:...Rebbe Nachum bar Papa
said in the name of Rebbe Eleazar ha-Kappar: Originally they used to
tie the thread of crimson wool to the entrance of the Ulam within, and
as soon as the he-goat reached the wilderness, it turned white. Then
they knew that the commandment concerning it had been fulfilled, as it
is said: If your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow [if they

are red like crimson, they shall be as wool] (Isaiah 1:18).
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Midrash Aggadah Vayikra 16:8
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Why do we draw lots for the he-goats and lead one to
Azazel and bring it to a great and hard mountain and push
it until it breaks into many pieces? This comes to teach us
that we ask from our Creator that just like this he-goat that
bears the sins of Israel upon him, and just as the he-goat
falls to pieces to the point that none of it remains, so too
may You, King of Kings, the Holy One may He be blessed
throw down our sins and destroy them from Your count,
and they should have no revival.
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Ramban on Vayikra 16:8
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It is elucidated in Pirkei d’Rebbe Eliezer that [regarding
Azazel] they would give Samael [Satan] a bribe on the day
of Yom Kippur so that he would not cancel their sacrifice,
as is written, “One lot to God and one lot to Azazel”. The
lot of God is a burnt-offering, and the lot of Azazel is a
goat of sin-offering, as it says, “And all the sins of Israel
are on it”. Samael sees that there is no sin in them on Yom
Kippur. He says to God: Master of the worlds, You have
one people on earth who are like the ministering angels in
heaven...God hears the testimony of Israel from their
accuser and He atones for the altar, and for the Temple,
and for the priests, and for all the congregation. See, they
have told his name and his actions. And this is the secret
of the matter. For they used to worship other gods, who
are the angels, offering them sacrifices (Ezekiel
16:19)...Now the Torah totally prohibited the acceptance
of their divinity or any worship of them, but God

,(0n PAD) 2I7A7 MOPR 927 Opva At whem
XOW 0 19577 212 TMW PRA07 12 PIM1 P oY
IR 9N 70 IR DN MR L0127 DR D0A°
;AW 12900 R T2 TR w9 L RIRIYS
DU onImy 91 DRLAT VYW IIRIY 5w 197
ORAD IR DY PIYWI XY MRIY ,10Y IR
WYTPI °197 MR 000377 012 RV 072 R¥NI ROW
PIR2 R QY 77 W 207w 9D 127 LN N2
537 791 AW IRYA 7 ,0°AWAW DWW DKM
SORPM M .09 ava PA0 om DRI 1 P
072 PR PRI 70 NWY I9°OK 02 PR DWW
TR NWT COKRYA R .09 o2 DY 79K
v aman DY OPTITw DRI o nxop onb
7 T2 22 INR 2w NAWE ORI AR 00037
OXR9M 2 .00 012 012 TIND D1PW RIS
ROM 997 0°°P1 YRIW° 17 70 RLA 97 PP DWW




Morateinu Alissa Thomas-Newborn

702

commanded that on Yom Kippur we send a goat to the
desert to the prince who rules in desolate places, which is
appropriate as he is the master of (that place), and from the
emanation of his strength comes destruction and
desolation, for he is the cause of the stars of the sword and
blood and wars and quarrels and wounds and plagues and
division and destruction, and, in general, the soul of the
sphere of Mars. And his portion among the nations is
Esav, who is the nation who inherits the sword and wars.
And among the animals, (his portion is) the goat, and in
his portion are also the demons who are called mazikim in
the language of the Rabbis, and se'irim in the language of
Scripture, for both he and his nation are called se'ir (goat,
demon, and another name for Edom, the land of Esav).
The intention of the he-goat for Azazel is not that it be an
offering from us to him [Satan], God forbid, but rather that
our intention should be that we are fulfilling the will of our
Creator Who has commanded so.
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Rav Ezra Bick “ Introduction to the Thought of Ramban: The Reality of Evil”

The most important point here is that the Ramban defines Samael not only as not independent, but as a servant
of God. Although the Ramban's speaking of evil as a power unto itself is indeed revolutionary, he places
Samael within the framework of the angels. There is no hint here of the concept of rebellious angels or fallen
angels, and nowhere does the Ramban imply that Samael is warring with God...While it is true that the gods of
the idolatrous nations really exist, according to the Ramban, serving them is a basic error of metaphysics, for
they are all servants of God and hence cannot truly be worshipped. Of course, in the case of Samael, this raises

the question of what service he provides, since the things he does are evil... The way to understand this is, I

think, by remembering the basic kabbalistic orientation of the Ramban. Everything, without exception, is from
God, and is rooted in the upper worlds. Being an "accuser" is part of God's justice, but it is, when taken in

isolation, a role that necessarily involves the powers that we see as evil. Accusing means fomenting strife, and
the powers of strife are, when they descend to this world, expressed as war and bloodshed, though obviously it
still waits for men with free will to take up the arms and engage in strife...[T]he service of Yom Kippur works

by bringing about a unity of the different powers, the different servants, as it were, of God. On Yom Kippur,

the Jews are like the angels, as the midrash in the Pirkei d'Rebbe Eliezer makes clear...We don't serve the
principle of evil, God forbid; we show that we understand that even the principle of evil is subject to God and

dependent on Him. That is the opposite of serving evil; it is making, or rather demonstrating, that evil is
subservient to God.




