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Parsha Plug: Parshat Lech Lecha

Bereshit 15:1-21
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1 After these incidents, the word of the Lord came to Avram
in a vision, saying, "Fear not, Avram; [ am your Shield; your
reward is exceedingly great." 2 And Avram said, "O Lord
God, what will You give me, since I am going childless, and
the steward of my household is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And
Avram said, "Behold. You have given me no seed, and
behold, one of my household will inherit me." 4 And behold,
the word of the Lord came to him, saying, "This one will not
inherit you, but the one who will spring from your innards-he
will inherit you." 5 And He took him outside, and He said,
"Please look heavenward and count the stars, if you are able
to count them." And He said to him, "So will be your seed." 6
And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him as
righteousness. 7 And He said to him, "I am the Lord, Who
brought you forth from Ur of the Chaldees, to give you this
land to inherit it." 8 And he said, "O Lord God, how will I
know that I will inherit it?" 9 And He said to him, "Take for
Me three heifers and three goats and three rams, and a turtle
dove and a young bird." 10 And he took for Him all these, and
he divided them in the middle, and he placed each part
opposite its mate, but he did not divide the birds. 11 And the
birds of prey descended upon the carcasses, and Avram drove
them away. 12 Now the sun was ready to set, and a deep sleep
fell upon Avram, and behold, a fright, a great darkness was
falling upon him. 13 And He said to Avram, "You shall surely
know that your seed will be strangers in a land that is not
theirs, and they will enslave them and oppress them, for four
hundred years. 14 And also the nation that they will serve will
I judge, and afterwards they will go forth with great
possessions. 15 But you will come to your forefathers in
peace; you will be buried in a good old age. 16 And the fourth
generation will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites
will not be complete until then." 17 Now it came to pass that
the sun had set, and it was dark, and behold, a smoking
furnace and a fire brand, which passed between these parts. 18
On that day, the Lord formed a covenant with Avram, saying,
"To your seed I have given this land, from the river of Egypt
until the great river, the Euphrates river. 19 The Kenites, the
Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, 20 And the Hittites and the
Perizzites and the Rephaim, 21 And the Amorites and the
Canaanites and the Girgashites and the Jebusites."

T-027 W0 TR D070 MR N
X°n- 5% wmzb -nrm:z ,0028-9%
SRR 7207 ,'mw---[’? ™ O m:x
*sz 29- mn iRt Rammiy wmm 2
pinT X o PRI 2y 17ia
-mm XY Y m--m:x M) A wry’bx
I T ODOR Uab ’n’: 12 3m mr
oR-72 A ) wmzb PO - 127
XYY 57 -[rzm” R, TURD R wwx
50 AW KI-0IT PR LTI IR

wmm ;ONK waob 'mn OR--0°22130
-mxzm’j ;2 ,mx‘n Y mm 139,17
WX LTI PHR LR T -mx Rk

m‘: -NX -|b nnb--mw: RERa) '[’DNKH
o R A Al -mva ,INTT
e TOR R B -mz;wz 23 VIR
wam 2K mzmzm ™ nwbrzm 123y
'm:wj ,nbx 93- nx - nwv brm wm
;Y nRIPY nn:a. TR 107 ,-nn: on
Kol 71’1 N> .2 XY 9B¥7- nx
Y 3% 0028 ,aNR WM ;097- by
;0028-2Y -ba: piaxmi) ub W?JW'(
» Y nbs: ,nbn -thm R -u-n
WA 1:« D YN YT m:mb 'mxw
y:mx--nmz 7YY, DTN mb X5 m:
AT WX a1 nY z:m MY LN
w5 w:m mr - MR I 7T
pkizy mbw: -[’n:x bx m:m righy
-m 1230 ’3]’21 wm T .2 -::mz;:
T ATV R My a7y- XY 3
WY 30 3 5 -mb;n N2 W
JPRT DO a2y WK LUR 7*551
nm--m:x nX 1 N2 NI o3
nm-: rﬁm nx AN} wywrb RY
D9-0m karn) -1y Rajy i tia
> ’Jm?-; LRI TIPA-NR) TP nX o
N> mzt:m nm ’m-: nm - by
W3- nm ’JVJD'& nm DIR- nm

201 nm




Morateinu Alissa Thomas-Newborn

77’02

Rashi on Bereshit 15
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15:3

Behold, You have given me no seed: So of what avail is all that You
will give me?

15:5

And He took him outside: According to its simple meaning: He
took him out of his tent, outdoors, to see the stars. But according to
its midrashic interpretation, He said to him,“Go out of your
astrology,” for you have seen in the signs of the zodiac that you are
not destined to have a son. Indeed, Avram will have no son, but
Abraham will have a son. Similarly, Sarai will not give birth, but
Sarah will give birth. I will give you another name, and your destiny
will change (Ned. 32a, Gen. Rabbah 44:10).

15:6

And He accounted it to him as righteousness: “How will I know?”’
He did not ask Him for a sign, but he said before Him, “Let me know
with what merit will they [my descendants] remain therein [in the
Land]?” The Holy One, blessed be He, replied, “With the merit of the
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Ramban on Bereshit 15
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(2) Avram said ‘O Lord God what will You give me?’:
‘Look, You saved me from the kings, but from Divine
destruction, You have not protected me, You only said that
You would increase for me a great reward, but what can my
reward be without children?’ It did not arise in his mind that
there would be greater reward for him in the world to come,
for there was no need to promise this, for all who serve God
find life before him; but in this world there are righteous
people who appear to be treated as though they were wicked,
for this reason we need guidance...Why did he not believe in
the first prophecy in this case (Bereshit 12:2)?...Perhaps he
doubted now if he would be punished [and not have children]
because of the souls he killed [in the wars with the kings].
(7) I am the God Who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldees to give you this land as an inheritance: Avraham
asked this so that he should truly know that he would inherit
and his sin nor the sin of his offspring would prevent it, lest
the Canaanites repent and God reinstates it to them...
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Keli Yakar on Bereshit 15:8
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(8) How will I know that I will inherit?:...I also ask an additional
question, why did Avram not ask about the land immediately
when God told him the first time ‘to your seed I will give the land’
(Bereshit 12:7)?...For from above God said to him ‘to your seed I
will give the land’ as a general gift, and so Avraham did not
inquire about the upholding of the covenant, for who would object
to the gift given to him by God?...[but after the wars and the
reallocation of land, he felt the need to ask] what is the proof'that I
alone will inherit without objection? And the answer came to him
‘Take for Me three heifers’. This is the way that God made the
eternal covenant of the salt with Aaron to cleanse him of the
objection of Korach, so too God made the covenant with Avraham
to cleanse him of the contention and objection...
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Seforno on Bereshit 15:8
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(8) How will I know: For perhaps my children will sin and will not
merit to inherit. (9) Take for Me a heifer: To establish the
covenant, therefore there will be a formal ruling that there is a vow
between us that cannot be undone...
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Masechet Nedarim 32a
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Rebbe Abbahu said in Rebbe Eleazar's name: Why was our father
Abraham punished and his children doomed to Egyptian servitude
for two hundred and ten years?...Shmuel said: Because he went
too far in testing the attributes [i.e., the promises] of the Lord, as it

is written, ‘How will I know that I will inherit it?” (Bereshit 15:8).
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Kedushat Levi
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God said to him ‘to give to you this land to inherit’, using
the language of ‘to inherit it’ teaches that Avraham our
father inherited the land from his father, therefore
Avraham our father asked ‘How will I know that I will
‘inherit”’, for he did not ask ‘How will I know that you will
give it to me’...And God answers ‘You shall surely know
that your seed will be strangers’ that is to say: Know, that
as the sages said, ‘These are the descendents of heaven and
earth and all that is in it’, do not read ‘all that is in it’ read
‘Avraham’. For all of the world was only created for God
to know that a righteous person would grow and spread
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God’s presence in this world...When God’s presence was
revealed in the land of Egypt through the miracles and
wonders and through the giving of the Torah, God’s will
was done and He knew satisfaction of spirit. For this, God
created the soul of Avraham our father, for through his
right deeds and his ten tests, the people of the children of
Israel descended from him and through their hands God’s
presence was revealed in this world through the miracles
and wonders in the land of Egypt and through the receiving
of the Torah...
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