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Parsha Plug: Chagim Edition First Day Rosh Hashanah

Rabbi Chaim Jachter, The Keriat HaTorah of Rosh Hashanah

The purpose of the Torah reading for Rosh Hashanah fundamentally differs from the purpose of the
Torah readings for the other Yamim Tovim. On every other Yom Tov, the purpose of the Torah
reading is to read about a relevant theme of that Yom Tov. However, it seems that the purpose of the
Torah reading of Rosh Hashanah is to supplement our Tefillot to Hashem on this awesome day.

Bereshit 21:9-21
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9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she
had borne to Avraham, making merry. 10 And Sarah said to
Avraham, "Drive out this handmaid and her son, for the son
of this handmaid shall not inherit with my son, with
Yitzchak." 11 But the matter greatly displeased Avraham,
concerning his son. 12 And God said to Avraham, "Be not
displeased concerning the lad and concerning your handmaid;
whatever Sarah tells you, hearken to her voice, for in
Yitzchak will be called your seed. 13 But also the son of the
handmaid I will make into a nation, because he is your seed."
14 And Avraham arose early in the morning, and he took
bread and a leather pouch of water, and he gave [them] to
Hagar, he placed [them] on her shoulder, and the child, and
he sent her away; and she went and wandered in the desert of
Beersheva. 15 And the water was depleted from the leather
pouch, and she cast the child under one of the bushes. 16 And
she went and sat down from afar, at about the distance of two
bowshots, for she said, "Let me not see the child's death."
And she sat from afar, and she raised her voice and wept. 17
And God heard the lad's voice, and an angel of God called to
Hagar from heaven, and said to her, "What is troubling you,
Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the lad's voice in the
place where he is. 18 Rise, pick up the lad and grasp your
hand upon him, for I shall make him into a great nation." 19
And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water, and
she went and filled the pouch with water and gave the lad to
drink. 20 And God was with the lad, and he grew, and he
dwelt in the desert, and he became an archer. 21 And he
dwelt in the desert of Paran, and his mother took for him a
wife from the land of Egypt.
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Masechet Megillah 31a

X9 79531 noon

On Rosh Hashanah we read “On the seventh month”, and for haftarah,
“Ephraim a precious son to me” (Jeremiah 31:1-19). According to
others, we read “And the Lord remembered Sarah” and for haftarah the
story of Hannah (I Samuel 1:1-2:10). Nowadays that we keep two
days, on the first day we follow the ruling of the other authority, and
on the next day we say, “And God tested Avraham”, and for the
haftarah we read “Ephraim is a precious son to me.” On Yom Kippur
we read “After the death” (Leviticus 16) and for haftarah, “For thus
said the high and lofty one” (Isaiah 57:14-58). At minhah we read the
section of forbidden sexual relationships (Leviticus 18:1-30) and for
haftarah the book of Jonah. Rebbe Yohanan said: Wherever you find
[mentioned in the Bible] the power of the Holy One, blessed be He,
you also find His humility. This fact is stated in the Torah, repeated in
the Prophets, and stated a third time in the [Sacred] Writings. It is
written in the Torah, “For the Lord your God, He is the God of gods
and Lord of lords,” and it says immediately afterwards, “He executes
justice for the orphan and widow” (Deuteronomy 10:17). It is repeated
in the Prophets: “For thus said He Who high aloft forever dwells,
Whose name is holy” and it says immediately afterwards, “I dwell on
high, in holiness yet with the contrite and lowly spirit” (Isaiah 57:15).
It is stated a third time in the [Sacred] Writings, as it is written: “Extol
Him that rides the clouds, the Lord is His name,” and immediately
afterwards it is written, “A Father of orphans and a judge of the
widows” (Psalms 68:5-6).
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Rashi on Bereshit 21:17
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“Where he is”: According to the deeds that he does now he is
judged and not according to what he is destined to do (Rosh
Hashanah 16b). For the ministering angels were accusing and
saying,” O Lord of the Universe, for one who is destined to kill
Your children with thirst, You are bringing up a well?!” And He
answered them, “What is he now, righteous or wicked?” They
replied, “Righteous.” He said to them, “According to his present
deeds I judge him” (Gen. Rabbah 53:14). And that is the
meaning of “where he is.”
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Rebbe Menachem Mendel of Vorka
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“God heard the voice of the boy”: But it does not say at all
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that the boy made his voice heard. Rather, there was a cry
without a sound and it is a cry that breaks through the
heavens. Only a person who examines his hearts hears it.
[Rebbe Menachem Mendel of Vorka] used to say: Three
things constitute an elevated person (Jew?)-- a cry without
sound, dance without movement, and kneeling upright.
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From KeMotzei Shalal Rav on Rosh HaShanah Leining
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Ribbono Shel Olam, You saved Hagar, but what about
Rachel?

Hagar sat down from afar and she lifted up her voice and
cried...and an angel of God called to Hagar from the
heavens and said to her, “What is wrong Hagar? Do not
cry”: One Rosh Hashanah before the blowing of the
shofar, the author of Shefa Chayim from
Sanz-Klausenberg [Rebbe Yekusiel Yehudah Halberstam]
said, “It was my intention to now say an in-depth study in
accordance with the halacha, as is customary for us from
long ago, but when Sarai was in distress, you gave her
spirit relief, whereas our mother Rachel, who for
thousands of years has already been shouting and crying
bitterly for her children who are restrained in exile, but still
You do not redeem them? How can this be?” (From a
publication in Tamuz 1999)
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Ari Sacher, Farther and Closer: Rosh Hashanah 5775

The Yishmael that Avraham throws out of his house is most deserving of death. He has committed
the most heinous of crimes and it is decreed that he pay for his crimes by dying of thirst. But then his
mother, Hagar, does something that completely changes the equation: When she first moves away
from her son, she is the benefactor. She cannot bear to see him die. But the second time she moves
away, she does so not for herself, but for her son, so that he should not have to see her cry. By
moving away she actually draws closer, and the two of them metamorphose from two individuals into
one community. When this happens, Yishmael cannot be judged on his own merits any more. He
must be judged together with the community, and this community deserves to live. As soon as this
change occurs, Hashem sees Yishmael in the place where he is. He and his mother have become
something different, something new, something pure and innocent. And so they are granted life.
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Parsha Plug: Chagim Edition Second Day Rosh Hashanah

Bereshit 22:1-14
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1 And it came to pass after these things, that God tested
Avraham, and He said to him, "Avraham," and he said, "Here |
am." 2 And He said, "Please take your son, your only one,
whom you love, yea, Yitzchak, and go away to the land of
Moriah and bring him up there for a burnt offering on one of the
mountains, of which I will tell you." 3 And Avraham arose
early in the morning, and he saddled his donkey, and he took his
two young men with him and Yitzchak his son; and he split
wood for a burnt offering, and he arose and went to the place of
which God had told him. 4 On the third day, Avraham lifted up
his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 And Avraham said to his
young men, "Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will
go yonder, and we will prostrate ourselves and return to you." 6
And Avraham took the wood for the burnt offering, and he
placed [it] upon his son Yitzchak, and he took into his hand the
fire and the knife, and they both went together. 7 And Yitzchak
spoke to Avraham his father, and he said, "My father!" And he
said, "Here I am, my son." And he said, "Here are the fire and
the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 8 And
Avraham said, "God will provide for Himself the lamb for the
burnt offering, my son." And they both went together. 9 And
they came to the place of which God had spoken to him, and
Avraham built the altar there and arranged the wood, and he
bound Yitzchak his son and placed him on the altar upon the
wood. 10 And Avraham stretched forth his hand and took the
knife, to slaughter his son. 11 And an angel of God called to
him from heaven and said, "Avraham! Avraham!" And he said,
"Here I am." 12 And he said, "Do not stretch forth your hand to
the lad, nor do the slightest thing to him, for now I know that
you are a God fearing man, and you did not withhold your son,
your only one, from Me." 13 And Avraham lifted up his eyes,
and he saw, and lo! there was a ram, [and] after [that] it was
caught in a tree by its horns. And Avraham went and took the
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14
And Avraham named that place, The Lord will see, as it is said
to this day: On the mountain, the Lord will be seen.
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Rabbeinu Bachya on Bereshit 22:7
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There are those who say that the strength of Avraham was greater
than that of Yitzchak, because it is much easier to surrender
oneself to be killed than for a father to kill his son with his own
hands.
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Midrash Aggadah on Bereshit 22:4
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On the third day: Why wait until the third day? The place was
close! Rather this comes to teach us that the satan came and
made himself like a river before him. Avraham said, ‘I will enter
into the river, and I will see if the water is deep’. As he slowly
started to drown, Avraham raised his eyes to God that He should
save him from the water so that he should not drown.
Immediately God berated the satan and found Avraham standing
on the dry land.

DIPN X2 2O '3 20V R Owhwn ara
MRY WYY VW R TP RIR LTOT 2p
9732 DIOR IX O7IAR MR ,1IDY I
YaL1 VYR ,DPMY OO WO OR RN
M oONPYYw 7"apah PPY KWl On7aR
VTP WA TR ,0702 YAl XYW oonn
7AW ONAR RYAND JOwa X N2

w2

Midrash Aggadah Bereshit 22:10
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“He took the knife”: When they were walking, the satan came to
Avraham and said to him, “Old man, what are you thinking?
The son whom God gave to you when you were one hundred
years old, you are now taking to slaughter? It is I who led you
astray and said to you, ‘Take your son, your only son’. Avraham
responded, ‘God forbid! God is the One Who said this to me’.
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Musaf for Rosh Hashanah Zichronot
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Our God and God of our fathers, remember us favorably and visit
us with merciful deliverance from the eternal high heavens.
Remember in our favor, Lord our God, the covenant, the
kindness, and the solemn promise which You made to our father
Avraham on Har Moriah. Be mindful of the time when our father
Avraham bound his son Yitzchak on the altar, suppressing his
compassion that he might do Your will wholeheartedly. May
Your mercy likewise hold back Your anger from us; in Your
great goodness, may Your wrath turn away from Your people,
Your city, Your land, Your heritage...You Who remembers all
forgotten things, for there is no forgetting before Your throne of
glory, may You on this day mercifully remember the binding of
Yitzchak in favor of his descendants. Blessed are You, God, Who
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remembers the covenant. Bokninh b iniel dut |

Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch on Bereshit 22:13-14

Yitzchak’s life and the life of his children are to form an eternal Akeidah...By the name nX? 7
Avraham bequeathed the %717 which Moriah is to bring to his descendants by the remembrance of
this event, 787 17, God sees. Even when we, and where we, do not see, God sees, freely and willingly
have we to subordinate our own judgment to His...[T]oday this great Truth is not expressed by the
general term ‘God sees’ but that each one of us ‘is seen by God’ and has to present himself repeatedly
on this Mount ‘to be seen’ to be testingly inspected...[Everyone who] vows to do his part of the
Akeidah task which his ancestor undertook for his son and his descendants on that spot, and in
accomplishing it himself has pilgrimed up to the heights of Moriah as an example for all time.

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, A Code of Jewish Ethics Volume 1: You Shall Be Holy

Because we all have flaws, the most important struggle in which we must engage is with
ourselves...[TThe Rabbis defined a hero not as someone who leads people into battle or who prevails
in a fight, but as ‘one who subdues his [evil] inclination’ (Pirkei Avot 4:1). Thus, while popular
culture defines heroism as prevailing over others, the Rabbis define it as prevailing over oneself...In
order to struggle successfully with yourself, you must know your character intimately, and be aware of
your faults. To achieve this self-awareness, sit down with a pen and paper-- this exercise will be
painful-- and write down what you feel are your most obvious character flaws and weaknesses...Once
you have drawn up your list, do not become discouraged even if you find that you have many
weaknesses. Drawing up a list is the first and most important step in changing your character for the
better.

Parsha Plug: Chagim Edition Yom Kippur

Vayikra 18:1-30
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1 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Speak to the children of
Israel, and say to them: I am the Lord, your God. 3 Like the
practice of the land of Egypt, in which you dwelled, you shall not
do, and like the practice of the land of Canaan, to which I am
bringing you, you shall not do, and you shall not follow their
statutes. 4 You shall fulfill My ordinances and observe My
statutes, to follow them. I am the Lord, your God. § You shall
observe My statutes and My ordinances, which a man shall do and
live by them. I am the Lord. 6 No man shall come near to any of
his close relatives, to uncover [their] nakedness. I am the Lord. 7
You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father or the
nakedness of your mother; she is your mother; you shall not
uncover her nakedness. 8 You shall not uncover the nakedness of
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your father's wife; it is your father's nakedness. 9 The nakedness
of your sister, whether your father's daughter or your mother's
daughter, whether born to one who may remain in the home or
born to one who must be sent outside you shall not uncover their
nakedness. 10 The nakedness of your son's daughter or your
daughter's daughter you shall not uncover their nakedness, for
they are your own nakedness. 11 The nakedness of the daughter
of your father's wife, born to your father she is your sister: you
shall not uncover her nakedness. 12 You shall not uncover the
nakedness of your father's sister; she is the close relative of your
father. 13 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother's
sister, for she is the close relative of your mother. 14 You shall
not uncover the nakedness of your father's brother you shall not
come near his wife; she is your aunt. 15 You shall not uncover the
nakedness of your daughter in law; she is your son's wife you
shall not uncover her nakedness. 16 You shall not uncover the
nakedness of your brother's wife: it is your brother's nakedness.
17 You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her
daughter; you shall not take [in marriage] her son's daughter or
her daughter's daughter, to uncover her nakedness they are close
relatives, it is evil counsel. 18 And you shall not take a woman
with her sister [in marriage] as rivals, to uncover the nakedness of
one upon the other, in her lifetime. 19 And to a woman during the
uncleanness of her separation, you shall not come near to uncover
her nakedness. 20 You shall not lie carnally with your neighbor's
wife, to become defiled by her. 21 And you shall not give any of
your offspring to pass through for Molech. And you shall not
profane the Name of your God. I am the Lord. 22 You shall not
lie down with a male, as with a woman: this is an abomination. 23
And with no animal shall you cohabit, to become defiled by it.
And a woman shall not stand in front of an animal to cohabit with
it; this is depravity. 24 You shall not defile yourselves by any of
these things, for the nations, whom I am sending away from
before you, have defiled themselves with all these things. 25 And
the land became defiled, and I visited its sin upon it, and the land
vomited out its inhabitants. 26 But as for you, you shall observe
My statutes and My ordinances, and you shall not do like any of
these abominations neither the native, nor the stranger who
sojourns among you. 27 For the people of the land who preceded
you, did all of these abominations, and the land became defiled.
28 And let the land not vomit you out for having defiled it, as it
vomited out the nation that preceded you. 29 For anyone who
commits any of these abominations, the persons doing so shall be
cut off from the midst of their people. 30 And you shall observe
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My charge, not to commit any of the abominable practices that
were done before you, and you shall not become defiled by them.
I am the Lord your God.

Wyl WX nawing nipmn Ny
TR D2 RPN X7 007197
Raimprbl\

Mishnah Berurah 622:7
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The section of forbidden sexual relationships is read on Yom Kippur
because the soul of a person desires them. If there is one who has
become impure [in this way], he should return in teshuvah. We then
read from Sefer Yonah for it speaks about teshuvah and also illustrates
that no one is able to run from God.
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Hadar Zekeinim on Vayikra 18:3
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‘Like the practice of the land of Egypt’: This is like a princess
who had two neighbors, one who was a witch, and one who was
an adulteress. The king said to her, ‘My daughter, do not
conduct yourself like the way of this one or that one’. Thus said
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God.
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Rabbeinu Bachya on Vayikra 18:5
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(Based on Yoma 85:) ‘Through them you shall live’, meaning that | m»*w 821 ,"072 "m" (2 75 XA)
you shall not die through them. For the mitzvot are pushed off in | mpd *1dn MATI M¥AT Y ,002
order to save a life. A person should transgress the mitzvot rather | X1 M2ay> 72577 7001 071021 Wol
than die, with the exception of three: idol worship, forbidden | amay :37 19K ,awhwn v
sexual relations, and murder. For the rabbis taught us that a | ,2°n7 MY Ny "9 070

person should suffer death rather than transgress them.
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Rabbi Yaakov Beasley, Arayot of Acherei Mot, Arayot of Kedoshim

Based on the structural understanding of Sefer VaYikra...we can suggest another rationale for the
reading of Chapter 18 on Yom Kippur. After 17 chapters dedicated to preserving the sanctity of the
Mishkan, the text now directs its attention towards achieving holiness outside the Mishkan.
Similarly, having spent the better part of a day within the sacred walls of the synagogue, engaged in
repentance and fasting, the Torah reading for Mincha must direct us how to engage the outside
world with the second part of our mission — to become “a holy nation”.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, The Koren Yom Kippur Machzor, p.992-997
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The fundamental difference between the life of the Abrahamic covenant and that of pagan societies
is the presence in one, and the absence in the other, of a sexual ethic: an ethic of the sanctity of
marriage and of sexual fidelity. Nor is it accidental that the sign of the Abrahamic covenant, Brit
Mila, is circumcision. The sign of holiness is intimately connected with sexuality. Why so?
Sexuality is a fundamental theme of ancient myth. There were male gods of power and potency and
female goddesses of fertility and allure, and the relations between them were amoral. They fought,
conquered, schemed, sired. Often they killed one another; at times they killed their own children. It
was a world of conflict and betrayal, of sexual lawlessness and anomie (or lack of social norms).
Judaism was and is opposed to this world, whether in its ancient forms of myth, or its more modern
pseudo-scientific or philosophical counterparts, the neo-Darwinian myth (the “selfish gene”) that
the fundamental driver of behavior is the desire to hand on one’s genes to the next generation, or
the Nietzschean “will to power.” Against this, Judaism sets forth an ethic of love and loyalty,
concretized in the idea of covenant, whereby two parties, each respecting the integrity of the other,
come together in a bond of mutual commitment and fidelity. The human counterpart of the
covenant between God and humanity is marriage as a covenant between husband and wife. A
sexual ethic is therefore not just one among many features of Judaism. It is of its essence, for there
is the closest possible connection between the way we relate to God and the way we relate to those
to whom we are closest: our husband or wife, and our children. That is why Genesis, the story of
our beginnings, deals only cursorily with the creation of the universe, and briefly with politics (a
key theme of Exodus and Deuteronomy). Instead, it is a series of narratives about families,
marriage partners, parents, children, and siblings...[T]he Torah passage we read on Yom Kippur
afternoon, despite its seeming remoteness from the themes of the day, is telling us a fundamental
truth about Judaism as a whole. Holiness is expressed in our most intimate relationships within the
family: in the love that is loyal and generous, self-sacrificing and kind, in the sensitivity of marriage
partners to one another and their needs, and in our ability to recognize the integrity-of-otherness
that lies at the heart of love.




