Gems of the Siddur: Atah Chonen and Velamalshinim

Bereshit 24:12 Parshat Chayei Sarah

mv "N NYID 2T N'YUX12

12 And he said, "O Lord, the God of my master
Abraham, please cause to happen to me today, and
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perform loving kindness with my master, Abraham. :DNDAN TR
Masechet Berachot 29b :0D NIbN2 Ndon
Rebbe Eliezer says, “He who makes his prayer a fixed task | nwivn nix vy 20

[his prayer is not a genuine supplication]”. What is meant
by a fixed task? Rebbe Yaakov bar Idi said in the name of
Rebbe Oshaya, “Anyone whose prayer is like a burden on
him”. The rabbis say, “Whoever does not say it in a
manner of supplication”. Rabba and Rav Yosef both say,
“Whoever is unable to insert something fresh in it”.
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Masechet Berachot 26b
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It has been stated: Rebbe Yosi b’'Rebbe Hanina said, “The
tefillot were instituted by the patriarchs”. Rebbe Yehoshua
b’Rebbe Levi said, “The tefillot were instituted to replace
the daily sacrifices”. There are tannaitic sources that
support both of these opinions. The tannaitic source that
supports Rebbe Yosi b’Rebbe Hanina teaches, “Avraham
instituted the morning tefilla, as it says, ‘And Avraham got
up early in the morning to the place where he had stood
[amad] [Bereshit 19:27]. And standing means prayer, as it
says, ‘And Pinhas stood and prayed’ [Ps. 106:30]. Yitzchak
instituted the afternoon tefilla, as it says, ‘And Yitzchak
went out to meditate [lasuach] in the field at eventide’
[Bereshit 24:63]. And meditation means prayer, as it says,
‘A prayer of the afflicted when he faints and pours out his
meditation before the Lord’ [Ps. 102:1]. Yaakov instituted
the evening prayer, as it says, ‘And he encountered
[vayifga] the place and lay down there’ [Bereshit 28:11].
And encounter means prayer, as it says, ‘Therefore do not
pray for this people, neither lift up prayer nor cry for
them, neither encounter Me’” [Jer. 7:16].
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Atah Chonen:

Brumo Shel Olam® on Birkat Atah Chonen
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there is no prayer.

The Shulchan Aruch writes that God made man superiorto | |oj 9'wo) 3y |n7wn and
beast by giving man understanding and intelligence. Thus, | » pTxn "nmMw 1on ('
the rabbis fixed the prayer ‘Atah Chonen’ as the first of the | ,70winI n1an x'n nnnan
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Rashi on Avodah Zarah 8a
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prayer in Chonen haDaat.

If a person forgets his learning, he should lengthen his | n'nox-n>1arn>1a 7 prun
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Velamalshinim:

Masechet Berachot 28b
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minim?” Shmuel HaKatan arose and composed it.

Our Rabbis taught: Simeon ha-Pakuli arranged the | 2700 "I79n jIwvnw :pad N
eighteen benedictions in order before Raban Gamaliel | |27 197 npMa Mmwy mmy
in Yavneh. Raban Gamaliel said to the sages, “Can | pn7 X .n1ama 700 7w 78702
anyone among you frame a benediction relating tothe | nTx w' DI :p'm>dN7 7x'7ma 20
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Brumo Shel Olam on Birkat HaMinim
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The Rambam writes that in the days of Raban
Gamliel there were many heretics among the
Jews and they troubled the Jews and tempted
them to turn away from God. Since he saw that
this was the greatest need, Raban Gamliel and his
beit din fixed one blessing that would ask God to
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' Rabbi Mordechai Potash, a modern British Torah scholar who heads a kollel in
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destroy the heretics.
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