
Lifecycle Learning 
Birth Day

Welcome to "Lifecycle Learning", the splendid successor of "Prayer Pings",
"Shabbat Shorts", and "Machzor Minutes". This new series will explore

practical Halachic questions that arise in the context of lifecycle events. We'll
begin with matters that arise around birth and move on from there. Our

intention is to deliver two "Lifecycle Learnings" per week - b'li neder!
This week's missives are going out to everyone. If you wish to continue

receiving them after that, please sign up by emailing Adele at
bdj@bnaidavid.com   (If you are already on the list for previous series, you're

already covered!)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

So to jump directly into the fire...
 
The Talmud (Brachot 59b) lays down a general principle that when we receive
news that is good both for ourselves and for others (at least one "other"), we
acknowledge God by reciting the blessing:

" ביִטיֵּמַהְו בֹוּטַה  םָלֹועָה  ְךֶלֶמ  ּוניֵקֹלֱא  הָּתַא ה ' ְךּורָּב  ". 
('.... Who is good and who does good.")

The Talmud then proceeds to apply this rule to "one who hears that his wife
has given birth to a male child." Which is actually a very fine application of the
principle. Yet, in modern ears, a question is begged. What about on the
occasion of the birth of a daughter? Is there other Talmudic literature regarding
the birth of a female child? Do the subsequent halachic sources take up the
question? What's been written recently on the topic? (Note: I am not
addressing the question as to which parent recites the blessing, as the Halachic
tradition assumes that blessings of praise are to be recited by women and men
alike, and indeed the Shulchan Aruch rules so explicitly in this case, in 223:1)

So the Talmud itself, in a way that is somewhat jarring to our ears, presents a
mixed thought picture as to the significance of the birth of a daughter. For
example, a story is recounted in Bava Batra (16b) in which Rabbi Shimon is



unhappy upon learning that his wife has given birth to a daughter rather than a
son. His father - the great Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi - expresses disagreement with
his son's attitude saying, "Propagation has come to the world through the birth
of a daughter!" But another sage, Bar Kappara dismisses these "words of
comfort", citing an earlier teaching which regards the birth of daughters as a
necessary-but-not-desirable product of human procreation. This inconclusive
Talmudic discussion underscores the Talmud's silence on the question of
reciting a blessing upon the birth of a daughter - a silence that perhaps signals a
de facto conclusion that NO blessing should be recited when a daughter is
born. And indeed, the Shulchan Aruch cites the obligation to bless only in
connection with the birth of a son.

Sometimes, the experiences, perceptions, and attitudes of our Talmudic sages
become rigidly codified into Halacha. And sometimes the Halacha recognizes
that these experiences and perceptions are subjective in nature, such that
arriving at accurate Halachic conclusions actually requires periodic
reassessment as to whether we share the experiences and perceptions of our
Talmudic forebearers.

Part Two to come!

I LOVE feedback! 
Rav Yosef
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