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Rabbi Yoshi Zweiback 
Senior Rabbi

Tami Weiser 
Head of School
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Principal, Elementary School 
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Director of General Studies 
& Student Support

Malka Clement 
Director of Hebrew & 
Judaic Studies

Beth Behar 
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Office Manager & 
School Registrar

Jillian Moore 
Financial Aid Manager & 
Administrative Assistant

Natalie Cohen 
Communications Manager

Stephanie Milonas 
Wise School Counselor

Jen Shankman 
Director of Early Childhood

Jayne Rosen 
EC Director of Admissions

Jenna Pitson 
Parenting Center 
Coordinator

Heidi Sorenson 
EC Office &  
Admissions Manager

Amanda Bernstein 
EC Administrative Assistant

Cecilia Nguyen 
Work Room Specialist

Our Vision
The vision of Wise School is to inspire and empower 
our students and their families to learn deeply about 
our world and Jewish heritage, to be creative, and to 
experience wholeness so that we can make great happen 
in our community, our nation, Israel, and the world. 

Our Mission
At Wise School, through depth, complexity and 
differentiation, our students learn how to learn. Children 
build knowledge as they ask questions, research, 
solve problems, and add layers to their understanding. 
Through the application of creativity, children voice their 
independence, expand their minds, and work towards 
achieving their greatest potential. Students become 
creators instead of consumers; they focus more on 
the process than the product. Students maximize their 
opportunity to stand out in a competitive world by looking 
at life through innovative lenses. Our students experience 
wholeness ( —shleimut), by making interdisciplinary 
connections through development of mind, body, and 
soul. We acknowledge and appreciate moments of 
Shalom. We recognize each student’s strengths and 
contributions as we build an inclusive community. We 
honor our Jewish faith as a living heritage, begin to 
develop a deep understanding of and commitment to 
Israel, and develop proficiency in and appreciation of the 
Hebrew language. At Wise School, thoughtful people 
inspire meaningful actions in order to make great happen 
through acts of tikkun olam ( —repair of the 
world).

2



A letter from the

Head of School
In this most unique year, our Wise School community 
heard me often reference our 2020-21 school theme—
“Chazak V’Ematz – Be Strong and Resolute!” We shared 
this theme on our Monday morning assembly videos, at 
our special programs, and in our school song. I shared this 
theme with parents in emails, letters and during Zoom 
Town Hall meetings.  Elementary teachers integrated 
this theme in classrooms, breakout rooms and on the 
playground. Our Early Childhood teachers modeled the 
theme from the first day of school, as we had parents 
check-in their students with a QR code and temperature 
screening, and the youngest learners mastered the art 
of hand-washing. Our students heard these important 
words hundreds of times, and then they learned how to 
live them.

In the Elementary School, we started the year on laptops, 
iPads, and Chromebooks, and students figured out how 
to make Zoom classes work. Then throughout the year 
we began to return to campus - slowly and carefully- and 
they were strong and resilient as they learned the correct 
path to their classrooms and how to sanitize materials. 
Students participated in online debate and Odyssey 
tournaments, created an online musical, and celebrated 
Chanukah, Passover and other holidays with online 
video programs. Each time they demonstrated “Chazak 
V-Ematz” they made me very, very proud.

For our EC students, they started in-person in August 
and never missed a beat! They used our amazing campus 
as their classroom, spending lots of time outdoors 
exploring this beautiful resource. They created pieces of 
art, listened to Torah stories outside from our clergy, and 
managed to nap head to toe to get 6 feet distance. They 
made me very, very proud.

Many years from now we will all look back at this time 
and tell stories of what it was like to go to school during a 
pandemic. We will recall a year of face masks and COVID 
testing, of Zoom ID links and sharing screens, and of 
course the common phrase reminding people, “You’re on 
mute!” 

I want to thank every student, parent and teacher at Wise 
School who took our theme “Chazak—Strength” and 
made it come to life. I am so grateful to have been your 
Head of School during this journey and know we will all 
come out of it with new skills and appreciation. I wish all 
of us continued good health.

Warmly,

Tami Weiser
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When we complete a book of the Torah we traditionally 
say these words: “Chazak, chazak v’nitchazeik—Be strong, 
be strong, and together we will be strengthened!”

There are so many things that I love about this tradition. 
First of all, I love that we celebrate every time we 
complete the reading of a book of our People’s master 
narrative. I love the message of the celebration even 
more: the more we learn together, the wiser and stronger 
we become. I love the repetition of the word chazak which 
suggests to me that this process of growing is a mutual 
one. I grow as an individual. You grow as an individual. 
We grow together in community.

This past year and a half has, to be sure, included loss, 
hardship, and pain. But it has also been a year of growth 
for us all. We have learned much more about what 
really matters in our lives. Part of what we have realized 
is just how precious our school community is and how 
important and valuable it is to be able to study together, 
face to face (even when we have to wear a mask to keep 
each other safe). We have learned how resilient and 
strong we are as individuals, as families, as a community, 
as a nation, and as a world.

Chazak—I am strong. 
Chazak—You, too, are strong. 
V’nitchazeik—We are stronger 
together.

We all hope that this pandemic soon comes to an end 
with no more losses of life, experiences, or moments 
together. We hope we never have to endure a situation 
like the one we did these past many months. But this we 
also know for certain: these experiences have helped us 
to become more grateful, stronger, and more resilient 
people. 

Chazak—I am strong. Chazak—You, too, are strong. 
V’nitchazeik—We are stronger together.

A letter from

Rabbi Yoshi Zweiback
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It has been an honor and a pleasure to serve as co-
presidents during the 2020/21 school year. We’ve 
appreciated the opportunity to lead the Wise Parent 
Association during this very unique chapter in its history.

We had many impressive hopes for the WPA pre-Covid, 
but once Covid hit we narrowed our goals down to one… 
create an environment that connected WISE parents and 
celebrated our kids and families , no matter what we were 
up against.

Our goals of executing the Wise experience focused on 
key areas.

1.  Developed new and innovative ways for parents and 
kids to be engaged and feel a sense of a warm, loving, 
and supportive community via digital platforms.

2.  Developed creative ways for parents and kids to 
socialize within the social distancing restrictions.

3.  Showed the dedicated Wise staff our appreciation 
during this difficult and unpredictable year.

We achieved these goals in the following ways:

• We integrated a new concept into our newsletter, 
WISE Breakers, which allowed families to get to know 
the faculty and staff in a more personal and fun way.  

• We kicked off the year with our Back to Wise event. 
Although it wasn’t the format that we used to, we 
were able to get our families together and create a 
happy, celebratory and productive day for everyone.

• We had an exceptional turnout for our Parent Wise 
educational series via Zoom.

• We connected and laughed during our morning 
socials by having special deliveries made to families ‘ 
homes and played fun games.

• We held party book events .

• We survived online learning and still managed to get 
a fantastic yearbook out.

A letter from the

WPA

• We took advantage of being on Zoom by creating a 
week-long Midor L ‘dor that allowed grandparents 
from all around the world to join their grandkids in the 
classrooms via Zoom  - something we hope to keep 
even when the pandemic retreats.

• We turned Yom Hamoreh into an entire appreciation 
week rather than the typical one-day event for our 
wonderful Wise teachers, admin and staff. 

• We continued to support our Temple’s social action 
leaders in a number of community service initiatives 
through SOVA drives and personally delivering 
baskets that were made for LA Family Housing.

We are grateful for all the support and guidance that 
was given to us by the school administration as we 
completed our first term as co-presidents , and for the 
parent community who provided their time, knowledge 
and expertise on committees to make great happen. In 
summary, instead of giving in to what the year could 
have become, it was super important to us to overcome 
the obstacles and make the most out of the school 
community we love so dearly.  Lastly, this year would not 
have been successful if it wasn’t for our hard-working 
and dedicated executive board who , through all the new 
challenges they were dealing with in their own lives  
(giving birth,  struggling with Covid ), still gave us 100%.

We thank you and look forward to another year of 
continued success. 

Keili Lefkovitz & Rama Fakheri 
WPA CO-PRESIDENTS
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Wise School is a proud recipient of the 5-Star Award 
given by the California Association for the Gifted. We 
fundamentally believe that all children have the capacity, 
creativity, and curiosity to engage with best practices in 
gifted education. 

Our Wise Learning Process (WLP), developed through 
our ongoing partnership with Dr. Sandra Kaplan of the 
USC Rossier School of Education, is at the core of our 
work moving students toward higher level learning, 
a growth mindset, and academic excellence, and we 
continue to develop it even now in its tenth year. We 
organized units of study around universal themes and big 
ideas in order to provide a more global perspective on 
the academic content and to allow for interdisciplinary 
connections. We believe that learning the skills of critical 
and creative thinking, and applying them across the 
subject-matter disciplines, is essential to succeed in the 
unknown jobs of the future.

While learning online presented unprecedented 
challenges this past year, our Wise faculty continued 
to implement our WLP to push our students to learn 
deeply and be creative, even from home.  Across the 
grade levels, students were moved through units of study 
designed especially for online learning, and we took this 
opportunity to create a digital portfolio of grade-level 
WLP units and learning activities, including samples of 
student work..

Wise Learning Process



Music classes made the most of the Zoom online 
learning environment. We discovered creative ways of 
sharing, such as sending percussion instruments home 
for our younger students so they could continue their 
development of movement and rhythm. Mr. Marcos 
developed call-and-response musical games to inspire 
and keep children active and engaged. Lower grade-
levels utilized our music learning software to study the 
fundamentals of music, while also learning to play the 
recorder. Upper grade students, guided by Maestro 
Kates, created their own compositions using electronic 
software and even learned how to make their own music 
videos. From a distance, all of our students learned their 
grade-level scripts and songs and, with the assistance 
of our dedicated families, children videoed themselves 
performing their parts. Our team gathered all media and 
transformed everything into finished, polished video 
presentations that we shared with the entire Wise School 
community.

All in all, our students engaged in and enjoyed the 
wonderfully creative time they spent each week in online 
music classes.

Music
During ZOOM P.E this year, our P.E. team made each 
class a unique and fun experience! They incorporated 
Physical Education equipment that was sent home at the 
start of the year, workout videos, guessing games with the 
wheel of exercise, and trivia. 

When we were finally able to teach P.E. in person, 
the students showed their true Wildcat resiliency by 
easily adapting to new ways of exercising and using the 
equipment. The coaches taught socially-distanced games, 
such as tag with soft pool noodles. For recess, classes 
quickly learned to play in their designated play zones.

The after-school sports clinics were highly successful, 
with groups of boys and girls playing basketball, soccer, 
and volleyball, depending on the season. Even though 
they were not able to scrimmage until just before spring 
break, our young athletes improved their skills, socialized 
with their friends, and had healthy fun while being safe!

Athletics
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This year Wise School’s Odyssey of the Mind teams 
embraced the very real challenge of creating a solution 
in a virtual environment. Odyssey of the Mind is an 
international problem solving competition where teams 
of five to seven kids are tasked with creating an eight 
minute presentation, also known as a solution, to a 
prompt that has a long and complex list of criteria. 
Needless to say, it’s already a significant undertaking, 
without the complexities of adapting it to Zoom and 
without the resources usually available to teams working 
in Project Studio. How do we create connections between 
characters who are not physically close? How do we 
create continuity between backgrounds that will be made 
by different team members, at different times, in different 
locations? What advantages are there technologically to 
working and creating virtually that may be undiscovered? 
These are just a few of the additional questions that our 
teams looked to answer this year. 

One thing that became abundantly clear, not just for our 
odyssey teams, but for our entire student body, is that 
they already have high-caliber educational technology 
training, and that they were readily able to put these 
skills to use. Harnessing the 
collaborative capabilities of 
Google Classroom, Docs, and 
Zoom, information and ideas 
became more accessible than 
in previous years. Hopefully 
a positive take away from 
the entire distance learning 
experience will be truly 
embracing the usefulness of 
these technologies, even once 
we return to more traditional 
classroom settings. Teams 
collaborated on research and 
writing, often in real time, while 
creating documentation that 
would be needed later.  

Spending additional time on Zoom after a long day 
of distance learning was not easy! It took enormous 
dedication from the teams, the amazing grade 6 assistant 
coaches, and the faculty coaches. We had our share 
of tired eyes, extended breaks, and even a couple of 
impromptu dance parties to keep things going. When the 
deadline came, our Wise School teams had each created 
and submitted an eight minute video presentation, seven 
minutes of dialog where they highlighted details to the 
judges, ten annotated photos, their finalized script, and 
several other pages of documentation. In March, we 
gathered at an online awards ceremony where our grade 
4 team placed fourth and our grade 5 team placed second 
in Southern California. Our grade 5 team advanced to the 
World Finals, where they represented our school and our 
state placing 31st internationally.   

Congratulations Wise School Odyssey teams for your 
accomplishments and success, as well as your hard work 
and perseverance!!

Wise School’s (Virtual) 
Odyssey of the Mind 
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Aaron Milken Center Early Childhood Education 
provided children with an innovative educational 
experience tailored to the needs and expression of the 
whole child within an inclusive Jewish community. In 
each class and at every age, our approach to education 
is through the lens of a Constructivist philosophy, 
focusing on hands-on, experiential learning that sparks 
curiosity, fosters creativity, and encourages children to 
think deeply, imaginatively, and critically as they explore 

their classroom environment and unravel the 
challenges that arise through their work and 
their play.

While the last year and a half was filled with a unique set 
of challenges, the early childhood center adapted quickly, 
as we returned for the 2020-2021 school year entirely on 
campus. We continued to offer a world class curriculum 
while moving our classes outdoors, and we made use of 
the entire campus to inspire our students to do incredibly 
meaningful work. Our children, teachers and parents 
came to understand partnership and care in ways that 
could never have been fully realized until now, even at our 
very best.

We encourage a love of learning by enabling children 
to experience their own stage of development, helping 
them to feel success without pressure. Through dedicated 
concentration on emergent curriculum, we use the 
interests of the children as a natural springboard to 
launch opportunities of in-depth, integrated exploration 
and study. Small and large-group activities strengthen 
the children’s social skills, self-esteem, and teamwork 
abilities.

Early Childhood

Aaron Milken Center continued 
our unique Hebrew Immersion 

program with full classes in both age levels. Scientific 
research in early childhood brain development indicates 
that children who are exposed to learning a second 
language between the ages of three to five are more 
successful in learning and internalizing that language, 
as well as other languages, mathematics, and music. 
Students enrolled in this program attended five days per 
week for a five-hour day. To maintain the integrity of the 
program, all content was taught exclusively in Hebrew by 
native, Hebrew speaking, early childhood teachers.

Hebrew Immersion
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Our strong sense of community was evident more than 
ever this year through our various events, both online and 
in-person. Through Back to Wise, Kabbalat Shabbats, 
Parent Wise Speaker Series, Hagigat Ha’Torah, Pre-K 
Celebration, and 6th Grade Graduation, our families 
continued to have a variety of opportunities to come 
together both on and off campus through creative ways. 
These connections go deep, including multigenerational 
programs such as our virtual Midor L’dor, where 
grandparents and family members share our sense of 
community from all over the world. Our dedicated parent 
body, teachers, and administrators form the bonds that 
make great happen. These connections to community and 
Judaism, formed at an early age in our Parenting Center 
and Early Childhood classes, and deepened through shared 
experiences in the upper grades and beyond through our 
alumni network, truly enrich our families’ lives.

Community
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What do you love most 
about your high school? The 
thing I loved most about my 
high school was the daily 
interactions and relationships 
between students and 

teachers. Whenever I would walk into a classroom at 
Milken, each and every teacher would greet me kindly 
and be ready to teach with a smile on their face. They 
would always be willing to help without any hesitation 
and are always ready to be engaged one-on-one with a 
student. I think the teachers at Milken really created an 
awesome learning environment where every student was 
comfortable enough to ask questions and think deeper in 
order to further their learning. 

What did you learn at Wise School that helped you 
succeed in high school? At Wise School, I was taught the 
importance of a community and what it means to have 
people by your side that are rooting for you to succeed. 
Both at Wise School and at Milken, I had created such 
a large community of people that I could always rely on 
and come back to whenever I needed any type of support. 
The value of creating a community at Wise really helped 
me to formulate another community at Milken which is 
something I will carry on for the rest of my life. 

If you could give advice to Wise 6th graders before 
they graduate, what would you tell them? If I could give 
any advice to Wise 6th graders before they graduate, it 
would be that you are only with this small group of people 
once in your life and cherishing those moments with 
those people is so important. In addition, the friends you 
make at Wise are the people that you will stick with for 
the rest of your life and are people that you will have a 
never ending bond and connection with, so make as many 
memories as you can with them! 

If you could choose one teacher from Wise to thank for 
preparing you for your high school years and beyond, 
who would it be and why? If I could choose one teacher 
from Wise to thank for preparing me for my high school 
years and beyond it would be Mrs. Itri. Mrs. Itri always 
taught me what it was like to love what I was learning and 
work hard to maintain my goals. Throughout high school, 
I was able to fall in love with learning which helped me 
to curate a positive attitude towards school and get me 
where I am today.

Alumni Spotlight:  
Celine Behnam

What did you love most about 
your college experience? My 
junior year of college, I was 
fortunate enough to have the 
opportunity to study abroad 
in Granada, Spain. I decided 

to take intensive Spanish and stay with a homestay (I 
stayed with an abuela who only knew one English word: 
watermelon). It was an incredible experience to immerse 
myself in the city and challenge myself to learn a new 
language. Studying abroad solidified my passion for 
learning about new cultures and different ways of life. 

What did you learn at Wise that helped you succeed 
in life after school? The most valuable lesson I learned 
during my time at Wise is the importance of great friends 
and community. I made so many lifelong connections at 
Wise that continue to strongly impact me today. I not 
only have role models to look up to and friends to enjoy 
life with, but feel supported by my community to become 
the best version of myself possible. 

If you could give advice to Wise 6th graders before they 
graduate, what would you tell them? The best advice I 
can give is to enjoy your last year at Wise and not worry 
about high school and the future. Just allow yourself to 
take in everything coming at you because you will cherish 
these moments for the rest of your life. 

If you could choose one teacher from Wise to thank for 
preparing you for your high school years and beyond, 
who would it be and why? I would thank Paula Frost 
for being so compassionate and supportive and always 
pushing me to learn and grow. I had the privilege of 
having her for two years and it truly was a gift. We’re still 
friends on Facebook!

Alumni Spotlight:  
Sawyer Kroll
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Year in 
Review

Our Pre-K & TK celebrated 
their culmination from 
preschool and transitional 
kindergarten. We 
are so proud of their 
accomplishments. 

Our TK students loved learning 
about and celebrating Tu B’shevat.

Our kindergarteners proudly accepted their first 
Torahs at the Hagigat Ha’Torah Celebration.

This year our students had their special 
guest visit their classroom virtually this 
year for Midor L’dor.  We were so lucky to 
connect with family members near and far.
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Year in 
Review

First grade students spent a day in history for Colonial Day.

Congratulations to our Fifth Grade Odyssey team who 
completed their Spontaneous Challenge online and had a little 
spontaneous celebration of their amazing season!

At the 2nd grade Heroes Museum, our 2nd 
graders celebrate the culmination of studying 
their heroes’ special contribution to society.

Our 6th grade students did an amazing job 
presenting their science fair projects this year.

Our students were all smiles after the obstacle 
course at the Maccabi Games this year. 
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476 grandparents 
experiencing joy during 
our M’dor L’dor weeklong 
celebration

783 laughs at WPA 
grade-level coffees during 
Zoom scavenger hunts

40 Mezuzot 

created with the EC 

atelierista for the 

Pre-K/TK celebration

25% growth in 

student technology skills at 

all grades—just ask them to 

create a google doc!

86 times 
administration said “At 
the present time” while 
navigating change

12 yoga poses our  
EC students mastered

115 cars joined us on the parking 

structure roof for Drive-up Shabbat services

248 unique 
Zoom backgrounds 
created

by the Numbers
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Colleges of the Class of 2015
Congratulations to the Wise School’s Class of 2015, who are heading off to the following 
universities:
Arizona State University
Carnegie Melon
Georgetown University
London Studio Center
Loyola Marymount University
New York University
Northeastern University
Purdue University
Santa Monica College
Stanford University

Tulane University
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of California, San Diego
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
University of Oregon
University of Southern California
University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Wesleyan University

6th Grade Graduates
We are so proud of our 6th grade graduates who were accepted to the following 
schools for the fall of 2021:
Brentwood School 
Buckley School
Campbell Hall

Geffen Academy
Harvard-Westlake School
Abraham Joshua Heschel  
Day School

Milken Community School 
Viewpoint School
Windward School



learn deeply
be creative

experience wholeness
make great happen

310.889.2300  |  Wise-School.org

15500 Stephen S. Wise Drive Los Angeles, CA 90077

aaron milk en center
at WISE


