SHAVUOT
Saturday, May 19 ~ 6 pm
Sunday, May 20 ~ 10 am

Wine & Cheese will be studied and served
Shavuot Holiday Services / Yizkor

FOLLOWING SHAVUOT, FRIDAY EVENING SHABBAT SERVICES START AT 7:30 PM

 From the President’s Desk
Soo Borson, M.D.
My theme this month is financial
support of synagogues – general trends
and what specifically affects us at
Temple Isaiah.
It's the big question facing our Board
of Trustees – and those of many other
faith communities everywhere. Desert
old timers have seen the ups and
downs of Palm Springs since the
founding of our Temple 70 years ago.
Back then, grateful for the end of the war and on the cusp
of post-war prosperity, Jews invested in their synagogues
with new vitality, and the birth of the state of Israel
catalyzed a remarkable resurgence of Jewish unity and
pride. Wealthy members were happy to contribute for
naming rights, tap their friends for major gifts, or give just
because it was the right thing to do. And there were kids
– lots of them!
We could count on the annual Kol Nidre appeal to swell
our coffers, but today, the appeal pays for less than 3% of
our expenses.
We could count on families to renew their Temple
memberships every year for 5 to 10 years – at least until
Bar and Bat Mitzvah time. Today, the wealth of our
congregation is measured far more in heart than in dollars,
and most of the 'old money' is long since gone. Newer
(significantly less generous) money seems to have moved
down valley or invested elsewhere.
Decisions about belonging to a synagogue can be made
one year at a time - depending on how we feel and how fat
our wallets are and what other essential and discretionary
spending tugs at them.
We have arrived at a point in history when we are all
“Jews by choice” – no ghetto or shtetl forces us to live
together, share life's troubles and joys, or affiliate with any
Jewish organization. Such freedom to choose has radical
implications on how synagogues are supported now.
Let's take a closer look at how this plays out here – but
first, huge thanks to our stellar finance working group:
Linda Gould, Richard Jeffery, and Steve Gorosh, assisted
by our amazing administrator Larea Pettersen, for getting
on top of our money and showing us where we need to trim
and boost! With their help, and the commitment of our
Rabbi, Board of Trustees, and staff, we are "managing to
our budget" for the first time in years and should see our
smallest deficit in over a decade this year. But – it's still a
deficit; we are not 'breaking even' and have no margin.
How much does it cost to run our synagogue and
community center? Our total expenses for fiscal year
2017-2018 are expected to be about $685,000. We'll have
to spend a bit more than that to pay our bills - but thanks to
belt-tightening and efforts to generate new revenue, gone
are the days of million dollar budgets and endowmentbusting $300,000 deficits. We're spending less, it's true!
How did we do it? By laying off staff, increasing the
involvement of our volunteer board and congregants, and
just plain looking for ways to bring in money and trim costs

wherever we could. And by dramatic improvements in
accountability.
Where does our money come from? We have four
major sources of revenue. ! Membership dues. Happily,
our membership numbers have been pretty stable or a bit
up for the past few years, but cover only about a third of
our current expenses and can never be our main source of
support. ! Contributions – tributes and special donations
– are the second major source of funds and cover about
20% of our costs; we need a minimum of $122,500 every
year. ! Rental income. This is our third largest source of
revenue, accounting for $104,392 or 15% of expenses this
year. This includes the use of our space by Creative
Beginnings Montessori school, the Desert Winds Freedom
Band, the Palm Springs Bridge Club, private parties
(quinceaneras and other one-time events), and a few
others. ! Fundraising. Revenue from our three major
fundraisers (the Jewish Film Festival, Jews Do The Blues
and Modernism Week) netted more than $18,000 over
expectations, but will still cover just about 10% of our
essential expenses.
You asked – and now you know. What may be less
obvious is the extraordinary level of effort and diligence it
takes to manage budgets that are this tight. It's no
business plan for the future. Wouldn't it be nice if we could
talk about something else? Look to a future with at least a
little margin – just enough "extra" to try new ideas without
counting the nickels and dimes?
We have a couple of potential resources that may
generate the margin we need for sustainability, which will
involve re-purposing part of our facility. Realistically, we do
not need and are not using all of our enormous facility.
Dedicating space (with separate entry) to a drug
rehabilitation center is in the works and we are almost
ready to apply for licensing with the State.
A second potential source of income is bringing our
kitchens up to code and making them available to small
businesses and private events. Hopefully most of you have
seen the video on the kitchen ... More on this under
“Minding Our Business” on the next page.
We’ve heard the phrase “it takes a village.” At Temple
Isaiah “it takes a congregation” to survive and thrive. You
are vital to assuring our future!

CARING KITCHEN FUNDRAISER
Temple Isaiah has launched its first-ever
crowdfunding campaign with the purpose of
restoring our two outdated commercial kitchens
to working condition and obtaining health
department commercial certification.
The goal of restoring our kitchens is to provide
a needed community service. We want to
provide space for small food producers and
entrepreneurs, especially those from underresourced sectors of our community, to
develop their businesses. Shared commercial
kitchen space is at a premium in our valley and we can help address that deficit and
benefit our community in the process.
We will help leverage this effort by building
partnerships with small-business developers,
accredited post-secondary education providers,
culinary arts educators, local restaurants and
chefs and other businesses and non-profits in
the local hospitality industry.

Visit our CROWDRISE page and support
this project! Just as important, please
share this campaign with at least 10
family members and friends! That’s what
crowdfunding is all about.

For the “computer savvy” this is an easy, efficient way to
donate to the Temple ... and invite friends to join you!
1. Visit https://www.crowdrise.com/caring-kitchen
2. Click the orange "Donate" button
3. Select an amount you wish to donate, enter your name and add a comment
(In memory, tribute)
4. Click the "Donate with" button
5. Enter your billing information and click "Donate"
6. Share with friends and family with the Facebook button on the campaign
page https://www.crowdrise.com/caring-kitchen

Of course we will be delighted to accept donations made by sending in
checks to the office or calling in your donation with a credit card. The
important thing is joining your fellow congregants in this project ... one
that has the potential of enabling our congregation to continue in our
beloved building.

From the Rabbi’s Study
Rabbi David Lazar
Quite often, members ask why I, as
Temple Isaiah’s rabbi, am involved in the
various, perhaps more technical, aspects
of running our non-profit organization?
Shouldn’t I, as Temple Isaiah’s spiritual
leader, limit myself to the lofty matters of
Torah, Mitzvot and the meaning of life?
As I complete my third year here in
Palm Springs, I think it’s a good time to
clarify my role as rabbi and spiritual leader of Temple Isaiah
for myself, and to share with you those clarifications.
Traditionally, a rabbi has been first and foremost a
teacher. Steeped in Jewish learning – Bible, Talmud,
Halacha, History and Philosophy - rabbis have accumulated
wisdom and knowledge not just for their own sake, but also
to share with others, with those who would seek instruction
in how and why to live an engaged Jewish life.
And indeed, I spend much of my time reading and
studying classical Jewish texts along with modern academic
scholarship. Quite often, I do this to prepare for Shabbat
sermons or our many classes. In the weekly ExploraTorah
class, we make our way through the Five Books of Moses,
verse by verse, word by word, in search of the simple
meaning of the biblical text while accessing the rich tradition
of post-biblical interpretation: Apocryphal and rabbinic
literature alongside medieval and modern commentaries.
I lead a smaller group of our members who gather - also
weekly – for our introduction to Judaism course, 2BaJew,
exploring the Jewish year and life cycle, history and
philosophy. Twice monthly many of you join Peter Gordon
and me at Psalm Springs, where Jews and Christians from
our area come together in study and (oft times very)
personal discussion of the Psalms. Still others join 2-3 times
a month as we read and discuss together Rabbi Heschel’s
The Sabbath.
I also spend time on my own in independent research,
studying the Jewish literary classics as well as reading a
wide variety of modern Jewish and non-Jewish books in
connection with contemporary issues here in the United
States and around the world, sociology, political
commentary, religion and even science. These topics may
have no obvious relevance to my official rabbinic work, but
these are crucial for my development as a Jew and as a
human being.
For without educating oneself, one cannot educate
others.
Aside from sharing with others what they have to offer,
rabbis, through group instruction and individual
conversations, constantly teach by modeling a way of life
devoted to combining the Jewish tradition with contemporary
society. And that leads me to my understanding of the term
spiritual leader.
Spiritual leadership means getting beyond the books and
the words into both prayer and action. It means offering,
through personal example, behavior that might serve not
just to instruct, but also to inspire others in best ways of
integrating Jewish tradition with life today.
And in order to lead, one must constantly search for the
right paths (not just one!) upon which to journey. For without

moving oneself, one cannot move others.
And so, both as a rabbi and a spiritual leader, I actively
contribute to the conversation, to the decision making
process that might set us, as a sacred spiritual community,
apart from other types of businesses and non-profits. If we
are in the business of spirit, and I believe we are, then the
rabbi’s business is just about everything that goes on in our
congregation.
I realize that not all of our members agree with this
approach. But as we move forward with both our Caring
Kitchen and TIHuR (Temple Isaiah Healing and
Recovery) programs, alongside our prayer services and
educational programing, I hope that you will consider the
merits of what I’ve presented..

MEMORY CAFÉ
Join us at MEMORY CAFÉ ~ A monthly social
event for those with Cognitive Impairment or
Memory Loss, their caregivers, families and
friends, held the first Thursday of
the month at 3 pm at Temple
Isaiah.
UPCOMING CAFÉS:
June 7 & July 5.
RSVP appreciated. Call
Charle at 818-399-1081 or
email colors4shalom@gmail.com.

Note this is the last
Book Club meeting
until after the High
Holidays.

Levy Hall at Temple Isaiah
332 West Alejo Road, Palm Springs ~ 760-325-2281

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesda

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2
3 pm
ExploraTorah

3 3-5 pm
Memory Café

4 6:30 pm
Shabbat
services followed
by Oneg

5 10 am
Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

10
6 pm Psalm
Springs

11 6:30 pm
Shabbat
services followed
by Oneg

12 10 am
Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

17

18 6:30 pm
Shabbat
services followed
by Oneg

19 10 am
Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

May 2018
1

6 pm 2BaJew

6

Temple office
closed

7

Temple
office
closed

8

9
3 pm
ExploraTorah

4 pm Sunday
at the Movies:
Paper Clips

13

Temple office
closed

6 pm 2BaJew

14

Temple
office
closed

15

16
3 pm
ExploraTorah
6 pm 2BaJew

Erev Shavuot
6 pm Wine &
Cheese will
be studied &
served
20

Temple office
closed

21

Temple
office
closed

6 pm
Meet
the
Real
Rabbi
Lazar

10 am
Shavuot
Services
YIZKOR
27

Temple office
closed

22
3 pm Book Club

28

Temple
office
closed

29

23
3 pm
ExploraTorah

24
6 pm Psalm
Springs

6 pm 2BaJew

30
3 pm
ExploraTorah

25 NOTE TIME:
7:30 PM
SERVICES
BEGINS NOW
7:30 pm Shabbat
services followed
by Oneg

26 10 am
Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

31

6 pm 2BaJew

Candle lighting times
Friday, May 4
Friday, May 11
Friday, May18
Saturday, May 19
Sunday, May 20
Friday, May 25

Shabbat Emor
Shabbat Behar-Bechukotai
Shabbat Bamidbar
Erev Shavuot
2nd night Shavuot
Shabbat Naso

6:50 pm
6:55 pm
7:00 pm
After 8:26 pm
After 8:27 pm
7:05 pm

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

June 2018
3 Temple office

4 Temple office

closed

closed

10 Temple

11 Temple

office
closed

office
closed

5

1 7:30 pm

2 10 am

Shabbat
services
followed
by Oneg

Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

7 3-5 pm

8 7:30 pm

9 10 am

Memory Café

Shabbat
services
followed
by Oneg

Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

13

14 6 pm

15 7:30 pm

16 10 am

3 pm
ExploraTorah

Psalm Springs

Shabbat
services
followed
by Oneg

Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

21

22 7:30 pm

23 10 am

Shabbat
services
followed
by Oneg

Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

29 7:30 pm
Shabbat
services
followed
by Oneg

30 10 am
Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

6

12

6 pm 2BaJew

17 Temple

18 Temple

office
closed

office
closed

19

20
3 pm
ExploraTorah
6 pm 2BaJew

24 Temple

25 Temple

office
closed

office
closed

26 4-6 pm
June
Summer
Social
at the
Rowan

27
3 pm
ExploraTorah

28 6 pm Psalm
Springs

6 pm 2BaJew

6 pm Book Study
with Rabbi:
Heschel’s
“The Sabbath”

Friday, June 1
Friday, June 8
Friday, June 15
Friday, June 22
Friday, June 29

Shabbat Bahalotcha
Shabbat Shelach
Shabbat Korach
Shabbat Chukat
Shabbat Balak

7:10 pm
7:14 pm
7:17 pm
7:19 pm
7:19 pm

GENERAL DONATION
Rosemary Reinhardt
Adam Gilbert & Christy Holstage in
honor of the Modernism Fashion Show
IN MEMORY OF: YAHRZEIT FUND
Hannah Cahn in loving memory of
her uncle, Max Gutenstein
Helene Holland in loving memory of
her brother-in-law, Julian Holland
Hannah Cahn in loving memory of
her family, Dieter, Steffen, Elly and
Friedl Popper
Eileen Eisenberg in loving memory of
her mother, Fern Naxon
Portia Jacobs in loving memory of
her mother, Ruth Abrams
Estelle Liberman in loving memory of
her brother, Myron Schwartz
Rob Pennes in loving memory of his
wife, Molla Pennes
Gary and Vicki Miller in memory of
Leon Ohana
Jay Frank in loving honor of his
parents, Abraham and Fay Liebling

Barbara Field in honor of the Kitchen
Fund
Stephen & Roberta Edelstein in honor
of their mother Gloria Edelstein’s 100th
birthday
Gary and Vicki Miller in honor of Ron
Fragen
Gary and Vicki Miller in honor of Gil
Ohana
Ella Ohana in honor of her Aliyah
James Meadow
Carrie & Bob Allan
Pearl White in honor of Elaine LandDexter’s birthday
Martin Sosland in honor of Serene
Lazar
Wilfred Wolfman toward the
Prayerbook Fund

SPONSORED ONEG & KIDDUSH
Hesh & Bertha Radiloff in celebration
of moving into a new home
Soo Borson “Gratitude Shabbat”
Oneg and Kiddush on May 25/26
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Marc & Janice Newman in Memory of
Helen Newman
Cindy Kiernicki in honor of the babynaming of her grandson Aiden

May 2018 Yahrzeits
Friday night Shabbat services begin at 6:30 pm until May 25, then 7:30 pm.
Shabbat morning services begin at 10:00 am.
*Ide L. Goldstein
*Charles P. Gould
*Shirley Grayman
*Albert W. Holtzman
*Sophie Horowitz
*Paulette Horwich
*Harold Julien
Ann Kaplan
Victor Luckritz
*Jack A. Lustman
Abraham Lyman
Eli Meyers
*Ruth Nidetz
*Stephen Platt
*Jean Sapper
Minnie Schriver
*Philip Short
*Charles R. Spats
*Irwin Weiner
*Annetta Winnick

May 13-19
Listed 18th & 19th
May 1-5 Listed 4th & 5th
*Sadie Balaban
*Sol H. Burns
*Eleanor A. Dennison
*Maurice Dinnerstein
*Nathan Feistman
*Anne S. Frank
*Philip Goldstein
*Felix Jacoves
Marsha Newman
William Pearlman
*Meyer Robinson
*William Spitzer
Mazal Weinstein
*Robert Weissman
Dr. Lilian R. Zucker
May 6-12
Listed 11th & 12th
*Philip Barr
*John Chernus
*Olga Coren
Albert Dexter
*Dr. George Gillman

*Morris L. Appleman
Josephine Borson
*Morris Brown
*Emily R. Brown
*Louis Dubin
*Mary Einbinder
Jack Gould
*Irving Hyman
*David Itkin
*Barbara Lubin
*Eugene Markovits
Frieda Niedelson

*Harold M. Pastel
Frederick Schaefer
*Esther B. Schwartz
*Molly Sogolow
Mary Stern
*Jonah Wolfson

*Karoline Weinstein
*Rebecca Widre
*Kay Wilhite

May 20-26
Listed 25th & 26th

*Anna Berkinblitt
Judith G. Dixon
*Julia Dubin
*Beverly Fisher
*Fay Liebling
Steve G. Morton
*Leo Raffer
*Ida Rozen
Linda Schwartzman
*Samuel Sokolow

*Maria M. L. Bacal
Robert Barton
*Dora Beldner
*Hy Dorfman
Nathan Fraenkel
*Jenny Frank
Regina Goldberg
Donald Goodman
*Ruth Gootgeld
*Mary Greenberg
Morey Horwitz
*Abraham Jackson
*Samuel Klein
*Dvora E. Malamuth
*Ephraim Malamuth
*Irving Ouziel
*Gabriel A. Redstone
Eva Salerno
Stanley Schriver
*Louis Silberman
*Sylvia Silberman
Kelsey Simon
*Abraham Spalter
*Aaron Sternberg
*Harry Tarler
Fred Waterman
*Adolf Weinberg

May 27-31
Listed June 1st & 2nd

May their memories
endure for a blessing.

