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OCTOBER 2016 ● ELUL/TISHREI 5777                                                                          RABBI DAVID LAZAR

Rabbi David Lazar, Cantor Caren Taubman Glasser,
President Gary Miller and the Board of Trustees,

and Douglas Morton, Executive Director
welcome you to 5777/2016 High Holidays at Temple Isaiah 

Sunday, October 2  ● Erev Rosh Hashanah     8:00 pm
Monday, October 3 ● First Day Rosh Hashanah  9:00 am
Tues., October 4 ● Second Day Rosh Hashanah  9:00 am
Tuesday, October 11 ● Kol Nidre     7:00 pm
Wednesday, October 12 ● Yom Kiippur

Morning service     9:00 am
Mincha, Yizkor, Neilah     4:30 pm
Break the Fast     7:00 pm

            Dairy Buffet $36 - pre-paid reservations required

Monday, October 17 ● Sukkot service             10:00 am
followed by festive kiddush in sukkah   

Monday, October 24 
● Shemini Atzeret - YIZKOR   10:00 am
● Simchat Torah     6:30 pm

This High Holiday season Temple Isaiah is undertaking the Mitzvah Project of collecting toiletries for Well in the
Desert, a non-profit organization that provides nutritious meals and emergency assistance for the working poor,
homeless and handicapped in the greater Palm Springs area.  A list of requested items can be found on page 8
of this Chai Lights.  Please pick up a bag on Rosh Hashanah and return it on Yom Kippur or Sukkot.  Thank you for
participating and helping to make a difference in the lives of others.





❖From the Rabbi’s Study
Rabbi David Lazar

        One of the many names in the
Jewish literary tradition for Rosh
Hashanah is Yom Hazikaron, Day of
Remembrance. According to Talmudic
thought, it is on this holiday, more than
all other days of the year, that God
remembers what we have done, and not
done, over the last 12 months (Mishnah
Rosh Hashana 1:2). 
     Indeed, a major part of the Rosh

Hashanah liturgy, known as zichronot, from the Hebrew “to
remember,” recounts an assortment
of memories based upon biblical and
rabbinic tradition about God’s
dealings with the human race. God,
according to this tradition, does not
forget a thing - neither the conduct of
a single individual, nor the deeds and
behaviors of an entire nation. In the
past, God remembered Noah and
the other refugees from the great
Deluge and continues to remember
to keep the promise never to flood
the world again. God assures the ancestors Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob (most of our tradition until the late 1960’s
remains relatively silent about our ancestral mothers) to
foster the growth of their progeny and turn them into a
great nation. God keeps that pledge and delivers their
offspring from bondage in Egypt. And according to the
liturgy, God can be counted upon in the future to bring
salvation to Jerusalem and the people of Israel (and one
might add, to all humanity). In short, the Rosh Hashanah
prayer book wants us to know that while God remembers
all, God can also choose to ignore some of those
memories while, at the same time, pay attention to others. 
     Perhaps we human beings should take our cue from the
Creator in this matter of memory and remembering. We
surely want to remember the misdeeds of others and steer
clear of those who have wronged us in the past. If we were
to forget these individuals, or what they’ve done to us, we’d
end up falling into similar situations in the future. But if we
insist on neither forgetting nor forgiving, we run the risk of
never improving our relationship with those same people,
not to mention allowing for the possibility of their own
teshuvah - repentance. 
     We base our religious observance upon a never-ending
spiral of annual remembering. Even if some of us dispute
the historicity of events, such as the Exodus from Egypt or
Haman’s plot to kill the Jews of Persia, these are the
building blocks of our spiritual practice. They are part of our
story as a nation. Yet we must also remember that slavery
led to our becoming a nation with the realization that God -
and not another human being - is our Master. We should
also recollect that as Jews — regardless of the threats
against the Modern State of Israel — we do not at this time
experience the volume and intensity of existential dangers
we faced in the past. 
     As we are aware that memory and remembering are

central to each of us in building our identities and improving
ourselves as people, we also know that memory is a
precious gift, not to be taken for granted. One of our
members, Dr. Soo Borson, Professor Emeritus in the
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences,
University of Washington School of Medicine, tells me that
1 in 9 older adults is living with Alzheimer's or a related
dementia, and twice that number have milder degrees of
cognitive change. Clearly, all of us know not one, but many
people, around us who live with memory loss. It’s not
always pleasant to talk about it and in many cases is seen
as a source of embarrassment. But it most certainly
shouldn’t be! Memory loss is part of life, every life, even if
for some more than for others. It is up to us, both as
individuals and as a community, to accept this and help

create a respectful and
welcoming environment for all
who are affected. 
     It is with that in mind that
we will soon begin a monthly
event that will help create a
respectful and welcoming
space for those living with
memory loss, their loved ones
and care givers. On Oct. 25,
3:00-5:00, you are all invited
to the Memory Cafe’ for
coffee, tea and home-baked
cookies accompanied by live
music. Stay tuned for future

dates! I want to thank Soo for suggesting this program and
I look forward to it’s success!
     May we celebrate the coming year with a renewed
appreciation for the gift of memory and remembering and
with a growing awareness of how memory loss affects
those all around us.
     Shanah tovah!



    ❖From the Executive Director        

                   Doug Morton
 
    Dear Friends, 

     As we enter the new year 5777, I

realize that, since I’ve been here, there

have never been more reasons to be part

of Temple Isaiah:  A dynamic, engaging

Rabbi, an incredibly wonderful

membership community, inspiring

spiritual services and classes, fascinating

lectures, fabulous concerts, a superb

movie festival, and the list goes on!  

     This year we are offering two lecture series: our

wonderful Philip & Eleanor Short Lectures (PES), held in

collaboration with the University of California, Riverside

Maimonides Chair of Jewish Studies, and Judaism for the

21st Century Series (J21), in collaboration with the Jewish

Federation. 

     In a nutshell, here is what is coming up following the

High Holidays:

● October 25 – Memory Café At Temple Isaiah (a program

for those living with memory loss, their families and

caregivers)

●  November 6 – (PES) Dr. Ted Merwin Lecture: “Pastrami

On Rye,” “Homeland for the Jewish Soul:  the History of the

Jewish Deli in America”

● November 20 – Temple Isaiah “Rummage Sale in

memory of Dottie Fields”

● November 20 – (PES) Ayelet Tsabari, “Stories about

Mizrahi Jews in Israel:  Children, Soldiers & Bohemian

Lovers,” a free lecture held at UC Riverside/Palm Desert

Campus

● November 27 – Rabbi Lazar presents “Jews Do the

Blues” Concert / Rabbi Lazar’s Installation

● December 10 – Temple fundraiser: Linda Lavin and Billy

Stritch at the Annenberg 

● December 11 – (J21) Rabbi Mark Borovitz, “A Jewish

approach to addiction treatment and criminal rehabilitation”

● February 5 – (J21) Rabbi Elie Spitz “Becoming your Best:

Insights and techniques for moving toward greater

wholeness, ease, and effectiveness”

● February 26 – (PES) Dr. Alyssa Sepinwall – “Jewish-

Muslim Relations in France:  A Historical & Cinematic

Perspective”

● March 5 – (J21) Laurie Gross Schaefer – “Text and

Texture, An Artist’s Journey Though Visual Midrash”

● March 19-22 – Fourth Annual Palm Springs Temple

Isaiah Jewish Film Festival

● April 2 – (J21) Professor Shaul Magid – “Why Should We

Progressive Jews be Interested in Hasidism?”

     For more details see Linda Lavin/Billy Stritch ad on

page 2; Memory Café page 3, Short Lecture Series page

7, Jews in the 21st Century page 9, Jews Do the Blues

page 10 and Rummage Sale page 11.

     And there is more!  Watch for the grand opening of our

new “Jewel of the Desert” Gift Shop, the project of

Shoshana Barer and the ladies of our Women’s Auxiliary. 

 Our Twice Blessed Committee has several programs in

the planning, to nurture and build community and presence

for our LGBTQ members.

     There are so many people who are giving so much of

their time. Kudos to our Board of Trustees for all their hard

work:  Shoshana Barer, Leo Cohen, Bob Fey, Carol

Fragen, Adam Gilbert, Ira Helf, Ed Kroll, Gary Miller,

Sandie Ovesen, Jeff Rosenberg, Avi Showalter and

Christopher Spellman.  What would we do without out

fabulous weekly office volunteers Lynn Burden, Gail

Kanter, Sandie Ovesen, Irwin Sacks,Richard Jeffery, Linda

Sinclair and Luba Sackley.  Kudos to Soo Borson for

spearheading Memory Café.  Eileen Stern and her amazing

committee are hard at work on the fourth Jewish Film

Festival, which will be one day longer this year, with

extraordinary films selected. Thank you to everyone for all

that you do.

     Many individuals go way above and beyond in helping

our Temple financially.  Simply put, we cannot exist without

funding.  To all who have joined our Temple, thank you. To

all who were able and upgraded your membership to the

Menorah or Megillah level, an enormous thank you!  To the

event sponsors, special fund contributors, general

donations ... you truly make a difference.  THANK YOU!  

     During Kol Nidre services we hold our annual Yom

Kippur appeal. The success of this appeal makes a

difference in what we can achieve in the year ahead, so I

hope you will be as generous as you are able. Everyone’s

participation matters. 

     I am looking forward to a year that will bring even more

new members to our Temple family, and that together we

will be enriched and energized by the special experience of

being a part of Temple Isaiah.  

     Shana tova, 

          Doug Morton



In Memory of: Yahrzeit Fund
● David Cheifetz in loving memory of

   his father, Joseph Cheifetz

● Mike Salerno in loving memory of

   his father, Michael Salerno

● Shirley Waterman in loving memory

   of her mother-in-law, Annie

   Waterman

● Edythe Kenton in loving memory of

   her grandmother, Molly Hayden

● Richard Bacal in loving memory of

   his father, Joseph Bacal

● Shirley Chapnick in loving memory

   of her husband, Allan Chapnick

● Harley and Caryl Rudofsky in loving

   memory of Harley’s mother, Ann

   Rudofsky

● Jay and Roni Spetalnick in loving

   memory of their dear friend, Noel

   Sandomirsky

● Shelley Miller-Mantell in loving

   memory of her mother, Shirley Miller

● Marshall Gelfand in loving memory

   of his wife, Judith Gelfand

● Pearl Davis in loving memory of

   her husband, Maurice Davis

● Shelley Miller-Mantell in loving

   memory of her mother-in-law,

   Mildred Mantell 

● Eileen Starkstein-Fine in loving

   memory of her brother, Jerry

   Cohen

● David Lyons in loving memory of

   his wife, Geraldine Lyons

● Joy Goldstein in loving memory of

   her mother, June Pearlman

● Jackie Smason in memory of her

   dear friend, Harry Walliser

● Helen Gottschalk in loving

   memory of her father-in-law, Willie

   Gottschalk

● Eileen Eisenberg in loving memory

   of her father, Irving Naxon

● Sean Anderson in loving memory

   of his father, Simon Anderson

● Gerald Dorman in loving memory

   of his wife, Phyllis Dorman

● Jackie Smason in loving memory

   of her husband, Steven Smason

General Contributions
● Letty Jo Randell in honor of Pearl

   White’s 100th Birthday

● Frances Newman in honor of Pearl

   White’s 100th Birthday

● Barbara Platt and Norm Lewis in

   honor of Pearl White’s 100th

   Birthday 

● Lynn Burden in honor of Nat

   Bent’s speedy recovery

● Jackie Smason in honor of Jay

   Spetalnick’s quick recovery

● Jackie Smason in honor of Richard

   Jeffery’s quick recovery

● Ella and Leon Ohana in honor of

   Nat Bent’s speedy recovery

● Carol Rubin in honor of Marv and

   Eileen Stern’s 35th wedding
   anniversary







Ella Olana has her BA from
Brooklyn College and MA in
Hebrew from Hunter College. 
She taught elementary school
in the New York City school
system for 23 years, retiring in
1990.  









Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 October 2016
 1

10 am
Shabbat
Services

2  

8 pm Erev
Rosh Hashanah
Services

3
9 am  1st Day
Rosh Hashanah

Temple office closed

4
9 am 2nd  Day
Rosh Hashanah

Temple office closed

5 6 7
6:30 pm
Shabbat
Services

Break-fast
reservations
deadline today

8
10 am
Shabbat
Services

9
10:30 am 
Kever Avot
Service at
Ramon Chapel/
Forest Lawn,
Cathedral City
Temple office closed

10

Temple office closed

11
7 pm Kol Nidre
Service

12
9 am Yom
Kippur morning
service
4:30 pm Mincha,
Yizkor & Ne’ilah
7 pm 
Break-the-Fast
Temple office closed

13 14
7:30 pm
Shabbat
Services

15
10 am
Shabbat
Services

16
 
Erev Sukkot

Temple office closed

17
10 am 1st day
Sukkot Services

Temple office closed

18
10 am 2nd day
Sukkot
Services

Temple office closed

19 20 21
7:30 pm
Shabbat
Services

22
10 am
Shabbat
Services

23 24
9 am Shemini
Atzeret - Yizkor

7 pm Simchat
Torah
Temple office closed

25
3-5 pm
Memory Café 

26
2-3 pm Hebrew
with Ella Ohana

3-4:15 pm
ExploraTorah

27 28
7:30 pm
Shabbat
Services

29
10 am
Shabbat
Services

30

Temple office closed

31

Temple office closed

     

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES
Sunday, October 2 Erev Rosh Hashanah    5:48 pm
Monday, October 3 2nd night Rosh Hashanah    After 7:12 pm
Friday, October 7 Shabbat Vayelech    5:41 pm
Tuesday, October 11 Kol Nidre    5:36 pm
Friday, October 14 Shabbat Ha’azinu    5:31 pm
Sunday, October 16 Erev Sukkot    5:30 pm
Monday, October 17 2nd night Sukkot    After 6:46 pm
Friday, October 21 Shabbat Sukkot    5:24 pm
Sunday, October 23 Erev Shemini Atzeret    5:22 pm
Monday, October 24 Erev Simchat Torah    After 6:46 pm
Friday, October 28 Shabbat Bereishit    5:16 pm



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 November 2016

  

  1 2
2-3 pm Hebrew
with Ella
Ohana

3-4:15 pm
ExploraTora

3 4
6:30 pm
Interfaith
Kabbalat
Shabbat
Service

5
10 am Shabbat
Services

6  4 pm
Ted Merwin
lecture

Temple office closed

7

Temple office closed

8 9
2-3 pm Hebrew
with Ella
Ohana

3-4:15 pm
ExploraTora

10 11
7:30 pm
Shabbat
Services

12
10 am Shabbat
Services

13

Temple office closed

14

Temple office closed

15 16
2-3 pm Hebrew
with Ella
Ohana

3-4:15 pm
ExploraTora

17 18
7:30 pm
Shabbat
Services

19
10 am Shabbat
Services

20  8 am
Rummage sale
in parking lot

4 pm Ayelet
Tsabari Lecture
at UC Riverside/
Palm Desert
Campus

21

Temple office closed

22 23 24
Thanksgiving

Temple office closed

25
7:30 pm
Shabbat
Services

26
10 am Shabbat
Services

27 4 pm
‘JEWS DO
THE BLUES’
Concert
celebrating
Rabbi Lazar’s
Installation

Temple office closed

28

Temple office closed

29 30    



 

 







  October 2016 Yahrzeits  
                                                                           * Names Inscribed on Memorial Board

Shabbat Services: Friday nights at 7:30 pm (first Friday @ 6:30 pm) & Saturdays at 10:00 am. 
 We will attempt to provide a morning minyan for a yahrzeit  if given several days notice.

October 1
Listed Sept 30- October 1

Harriet Davis
Celia Feldman
*Clara Jackson
*Anna Levinson
*Selma Mandinach
*Abraham Morris
Louise Moss
*Fishel Rosenthal
*Rose Siegel

October 2-8
Listed October 7-8

Andrew Alderman
Shoshana Bern Gera
*Charles Eder
*Eva Feinberg
Imre Ferber
*Rose Fisher
*Sherman Harris
*Fred Hauswirth
*Abraham Held
*Herman Hertz
Benjamin Honigman
*Jacob Kosbie
*Anna Lomberg

*Frieda Lifsches
Hilda Rutenberg Miller
Irving Moss
*Shirley Norian
*Helen Pelon
*Arnold Sackter
*Rose Schain
Gary Scherotter
*Dr. Harry Soforenko
*Elizabeth Zelkowitz
*Mary Ziskind

October 9-15
Listed October 14-15

Yvette Anderson
*Florence Asher
*Selma Berman
Lillian Bernard
Arthur S. Block
*Rose Chernoff
*Mollie Cooper
*Marian Crane
Morris W. Douglas
*Ethel Fey
*Saul Held
*Ernest Hirshbein
*Jack Kolby
Robert Krekeler
*Rose M. Lane
*Bessie Litman
*Allen Nockenson
*Harry Pitts
Harry Radwine
*Adrian Rosen
*Ida Rosenberg
*Max Scheer
Baruch Schriber

Minnie Tucker
*Doris Zaidler

October 16-22
Listed October 21-22

Eva Angel
*Lillian Ascher
*Morris Burten
*Irving Cohen
*Ruth Entin
Linda Misek-Falkoff
*Mildred Gertz
*Ellen Gordon
*Harry Hirsch
Joseph Karo
Dr. Arnold Klein, M.D.
*Ethel Lyons
Martin Miller
*Florence Mintzer
*Bernard Papier
Harry Sandowsky
*Abraham Slutzkiy
*Abner Sundell
*Max Tannenbaum
*Carolyn Winer
*Betty Zuckerman

October 23-29
Listed October 28-29

*Lillian Aaronson
*Anastasia Angel
*Bess Berlin
Joan Clumeck
Norman H. Cohen
Sarah Davis
*Harry Dean
*Regina Diener

*Samuel Ehrezeig
George Enet
Lester Freedman
*Violet Friedman
Julie Gerson
*Joseph Gould
Louis Haas
*Sybil Heller
*Charles Kates
*Milton Kosberg
*Gertrude Mann
*Irvin Matloff
*Jay Minow
*Etta Pitts
*Sophie Posner
*Esther Rosen
Fred Schechter
*Sallie Schwartz
*Milton Spinner
*Bruce Starr
Samuel Tucker
*Isadore Wasserman

October 30-31
Listed November 4-5

*Sophie Album
*Albert Barmash
*Jennie Brown
Derek A. Gordon
*Ruth Knapp
*Dora Pfeiffer
*Louis Smith
*Harry Spencer
*Nathan Toppelberg

May their memories 
endure for a blessing.




