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   Temple Isaiah Annual Meeting & Hanukkah Party
Tuesday, December 19

th
 ~ 6 PM

See page 3
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Shop our beautiful gift shop for all
Hanukkah and Judaica items.
With Hanukkah beginning
December 12th ... and running
through December 20th, the 
gift shop will be open Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays
from noon to 3:00 pm.  

Times don’t
work for you? 

Shoshana Barer
will be happy to

set an appointment.
          Call her at 

760-323-8025.

 � From Our President’s Desk
 Christopher Spellman

Dear Family and Friends of Temple Isaiah, 

      The holidays are approaching and
I know everyone is looking forward to
spending time with loved ones at home
and at our own Tempe Isaiah/JCC. We
have had a long year, one – in my
opinion – which has brought us all
closer together. More than we have
been in 40 years. That is a testament
to the fiber of our synagogue and
everyone in it. I hope everyone holds onto this special
moment being a part of Temple's Isaiah's long history. 

     Jews Do the Blues Too was a smash hit. Rabbi
Lazar, along with a team of volunteers, brought home
a year end fundraiser that surely will become an
annual tradition. Perhaps even semi-annual with more
convincing. Major kudos for everything that went into
putting on this event, which was joyful and profitable
for the Temple. 

     Please support our Toy Drive for the families
serviced by Well in the Desert. Bring toys now through
December 23rd and drop them in the bins located in the 
Temple lobby.  These are real ‘gifts’ for those without. 
(See page 8 for details).

     As the end of the year approaches and you are
wanting to get your tax deduction in for 2017, drop off
the balance of your membership dues or – for non-
members, take this moment to join the Temple.  And,
for everyone: consider making an additional gift! It's
always welcome. 

     December 19th is our annual congregational
meeting in the Bochner, followed by refreshments.
Please come with your hearts on your sleeve and look
around the room at everyone in attendance,
remembering they are a friend and Temple family
member. I personally am walking in with a smile and
intend to leave with a smile. There is a positive outlook
for our future with lots of hard work being put into
place. 

      Please always remember Shabbat services are for
all of us to be together. It's a gift. 

Happy Hanukkah! 

      Sincerely, 

Christopher Spellman 





Our Rabbis taught: The precept of Hanukkah requires
one light for every household, however, the zealous
kindle a light for each member of the household; and as
for the extremely zealous: the school of Shammai
maintains: On the first night eight lights are lit and
thereafter they are gradually reduced, but the school of
Hillel maintains: On the first day, one is lit and
thereafter they are progressively increased…

  �From the Rabbi’s Study
Rabbi David Lazar

There is no particular stipulation that the
Hanukkah lights be lit in a menorah, or
hanukiyah, especially designed or made for this
purpose. The Talmud (Brachot 21b) simply
states:

 

   At that time, lights were lit
individually in ceramic lamps much
like this, typical of those found in the
Land of Israel in late antiquity:
     

     We know that many poor Jews in
Poland and Russia lit candles on
Hanukkah in hollowed-out halved potatoes. When I was in the
army, out in the field, we used spent ammo casings as candle
holders. 
     Here is an example of how Afghani Jews observed the
mitzvah of Hanukkah lights in the mid-20th century (Gross Family
Collection, Tel Aviv): 

     Of course, Hanukkah menorahs can be as ornate and
expensive as this one from mid-19th century Vienna (Gross
Family Collection, Tel Aviv):

     If you’re interested in learning more about Hanukkah
menorahs from around the world, join me at the Palm
Springs Art Museum on Thursday, December 21st at
6:00 pm as I speak  on the topic of “No Religion is an
Island: Hanukkah candelabras from around the world.”
(See page 6).
     As I mentioned, the important act is the lighting itself,
of the Hanukkah lights. The Talmud goes on to state
that these lights are not to be used for reading or
seeing, but are intended to be gazed at in order to
remember the miraculous story behind the holiday. 
     I would add that perhaps the most important part of
lighting these physical lights is their ability to encourage
us to “light up” the lives of those around us, especially
those most in need. There are many ways to “light up”
at this time of year in our community:

1. Consider inviting others over to your home in
order to light the Hanukkah candles together,
especially those who live alone. Share a meal
with someone new!

2. Attend the Temple for our annual membership
meeting and Hanukkah candle lighting – let
your voice be heard!

3. Join us at the Hard Rock Hotel on Sunday,
December 17, 5:00-8:00 pm for a community
wide Hanukkah Party featuring the “Klezmer
Juice” band – be part of our community
outreach!

4. Participate in our toy drive (at least $10 worth,
unwrapped) to be given out at Well in the
Desert’s Christmas dinner and join me that day,
Wednesday, December 25, 11:00 am, at the
Palm Springs Convention Center to help
welcome and serve guests who will come in
from all over Coachella Valley – make a total
stranger happy!

5. Take part in the January 23rd Riverside County
Point in Time Homeless Count. This is an
annual survey of the local sheltered and
unsheltered homeless population, which is
crucial to planning and implementing progress
in this important issue. For more info:

6. https://www.riversidehomelesscounts.com/
- make a difference!

Hag Urim Sameah – May it be a wonderful Festival
of Lights for all of us!
     

https://www.riversidehomelesscounts.com/


Left to right: Executive Director Doug Morton, Temple
President Chris Spellman, Speaker Tod Goldberg, and Rabbi
David Lazar

On November 9th, the first 2017-2018 lecturer of the
Philip & Eleanor Short Lecture Series brought Tod
Goldberg, author of “Gangsterland” and “Gangster
Nation,” novels featuring a gangster going into hiding
as a Rabbi in Las Vegas!

    �From the Executive Director          
                 Doug Morton
 
     As always, we have a wonderfully full

December.

Hanukkah begins Tuesday
night, December 12th ...
and we are celebrating
together as a congregation
on the last night, at our

Annual Meeting, Tuesday, December
19th at 6:00 pm.   
     At the Annual Meeting we are filling
three Board positions. Our president, Christopher Spellman,
is running for his second three-year term as a member of the

Board.  Nominated for the other two positions
are Joan Behrmann and Steve Gorosh. 

Their bios were included in the election
materials - including ballots - mailed out
last week. If you haven’t received your
ballot in the mail with the bios please
contact us at the office so that we may

send them to you immediately.  Remember, each member
gets a vote.  
    As part of the Annual Meeting, we will be giving you
information on where the Temple is in providing a long term
plan that will enable us to become more financially secure.
   Following the meeting, we’ll be lighting the Hanukkah
menorah and have a chance to visit while noshing on latkes. 
I look forward to seeing you!  
     By the time you read this the fabulous “Jews
Do the Blues Concert” is history.  You need to
know that Rabbi Lazar, along with his team of
Soo Borson, Madalina Garza, Ira Helf, David
Morgan and Tom Stansbury worked so hard to
find wonderful sponsors and put together the
great event.  Thank you to everyone who has
worked on this, but especially thank you to Rabbi who took it
upon himself to put together this wonderful event and
necessary fundraiser.  
     Speaking of fundraising, a gigantic thank you goes out to
our Finance Committee, which consists of Soo Borson,
Robert Fey, Steve Gorosh, Richard Jeffery and myself.  This
committee has spent hours reviewing the 2017-2018 budget
as of the end of the first quarter and made the budget very
realistic.  If all goes well, we are currently projecting a deficit
of approximately $87,600.  When you come to the meeting
you’ll see how we intend to cover this deficit in the future.  In
the meantime, anything we can do to support the Temple
during the remainder of this fiscal year (through June 2018)
will help reduce this number.  Further questions and details
about our finances will be answered during the annual
meeting.  
     Be sure to check out the ad (page 6) for Twice Blessed’s

screening of “Golden
Boys” at the Camelot
Theatre on Thursday,
December 14th, co-
sponsored by Jewish

Federation of the Desert   The film focuses on 10 elderly gay
men who gather every week  in the LGBT Center of Tel-Aviv. 

Complimentary wine will be served at 6:30 followed by a
screening at 7:15.  There will be a short discussion led by
Rabbi Lazar immediately following.  Tickets are $10 for
Temple members and $15 for non-members.  Get your
tickets online at our website: www.templeisaiahps.com or
call the office at 760-325-2281.  This promises to be a very
special evening.   
     Please remember to bring toys
for our Hanukkah Toy Drive
benefitting Well in the Desert.   You
may bring your donations to the
Temple now through December 23rd

and place them in the donation bins
located in the foyer.  Lets all do a little
something to make someone who might be less fortunate
a little happier.  
     I look forward to seeing you all here in December at the
Temple as we round off 2017.
     Shalom, 

Douglas 

http://www.templeisaiahps.com
http://www.templeisaiahps.com










Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 December 2017
1   6:30 pm
“Renewing
Friendships”
Shabbat
service

2  10 am
“Renewing
Friendships”
Shabbat
service

3 Temple office closed

4 pm
Jews Do the
Blues Too

4 Temple office closed 5  7:00 pm
Book Study
with Rabbi
Lazar “The
Sabbath”

6
No classes
today

7   3-5 pm
Dementia Café 

8   6:30 pm
Shabbat
services

9  10 am
Shabbat
service

10
 Temple office closed

11
Temple office closed

12 1st night
Hanukkah

13 3-4:15 pm
ExploraTorah
with Rabbi Lazar

6 pm 2BaJew

2nd night
 Hanukkah

 

14  3rd night
Hanukkah

6:30 pm Twice
Blessed Movie
at Camelot (see
ad)

15   6:30 pm
Shabbat
services

4th night
Hanukkah

16 10 am
Shabbat
service

 5th night
Hanukkah

17 6th night
Hanukkah

Temple office closed

5-8 pm
Hanukkah
lighting at Hard
Rock Café 

18 7th  night
Hanukkah

Temple office closed

19 8thnight
Hanukkah
 
6 pm Temple
Hanukkah
Celebration &

!ANNUAL
MEETING

20
3-4:15 pm
ExploraTorah
with Rabbi Lazar

6 pm 2BaJew

21
6 pm
Palm Springs
Art Museum
Hanukkah
program with
Rabbi Lazar

22 6:30 pm
Shabbat
services

23 10 am
Shabbat
service

24
Temple office closed

25
Temple office closed

26 27 
3-4:15 pm
ExploraTorah
with Rabbi Lazar

6 pm 2BaJew

28 29 6:30 pm
Shabbat
services

30 10 am
Shabbat
service

31 
Temple office closed

      

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES
Friday, December 1 Shabbat Vayislach 3:56 pm
Friday, December 8 Shabbat Vayeshev 3:56 pm
Friday, December 15 Shabbat Miketz 3:57 pm*
    * Light Hanukkah candles before Shabbat candles
Friday, December 22 Shabbat Vayigash 4:00 pm
Friday, December 29 Shabbat Vayechi 4:04 pm



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

January 2018
  

 1 Temple office closed

Happy

New Year!

2 3

(No classes)

4 5 6:30 pm
Shabbat
services

6  10 am
Shabbat service

7
Temple office closed

8
Temple office closed

9 10

(No classes)

11 12 6:30 pm
Shabbat
services

13  10 am
Shabbat service

14 
Temple office closed

15
Temple office closed

16 17  3-4:15 pm
ExploraTorah
with Rabbi Lazar

6 pm 2BaJew

18 19 6:30 pm
Shabbat
services

20  10 am
Shabbat service

21 Temple office

closed

FEAST OF
JEWISH

LEARNING
Palm Valley

School

22
Temple office closed

23 24  3-4:15 pm
ExploraTorah
with Rabbi Lazar

6 pm 2BaJew

25 26 6:30 pm
Shabbat
services

27  10 am
Shabbat service

28 Temple office

closed

4 pm Judaism in
the 21st Century
Lecture: Naomi
Ackerman

29 30 31  3-4:15 pm
ExploraTorah
with Rabbi Lazar

6 pm 2BaJew

   

   CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES:

     Friday, January 5 Shabbat Shmot 4:10 pm
    Friday, January 12 Shabbat Vaerah 4:16 pm
    Friday, January 19 Shabbat Bo 4:22 pm
    Friday, January 26 Shabbat Beshalach 4:29 pm





In Memory of: Yahrzeit Fund

Jackie Smason in loving memory of her father, Louis
    Niedelson

Shirley Waterman in loving memory of her mother, Lily Stein

Helene Holland in loving memory of her brother-in-law,
    Martin Tatz

Barbara and Maury Mortensen in loving memory of Barbara’s
    father, Nathan Wolowitz

Phyllis Lyman in loving memory of her aunt, Ethel Shaywitz

Pearl Davis in loving memory of her mother, Lottie Berkson

Susan Nashel in loving memory of Harry Frank Blindman

Benjamin Cohen in loving memory of his mother, Mildred
    Cohen

Mae Cohen in loving memory of her husband, Daniel Cohen 

General Contribution 

Pearl White in honor of Sid
& Sue Speiser’s Wedding
Anniversary

Pearl White in honor of Gary
& Vicki Miller’s Wedding
Anniversary

Larry Spellman

 

 

  





     
          SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2018 # 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM

                 Held at PALM VALLEY SCHOOL
              35525 Da Vall (between Dinah Shore & Gerald Ford), Rancho Mirage

A morning dedicated to promoting inspiration & a thought provoking exchange through Jewish learning

Each instructor will present two sessions. Choose one class per session.

          FIRST SESSION: 9:45-10:45 AM                                SECOND SESSION: 11:00 AM to Noon

A    Rabbi Bentley: Disorganized Religion. H    Rabbi Bentley: How to Find Common Ground in a Divided World.

B     Rabbi Denebeim: The Bounty of Our Holy Land: I      Rabbi Denebeim: Splitting the Red Sea: Fact or Fiction?
Kabbalah and Seven Fruits of Israel

C     Rabbi Drucker: The Gift of Forgiveness D     Rabbi Drucker: Rescuers: Portraits of Moral Courage
in the Holocaust.

D     Rabbi-in-Training King: Survival, Music and The Holocaust.                        K     Rabbi-in-Training King: Survival, Music and The Holocaust.

E     Rabbi Kreiman: The 7 Species of Israel - A Kabbalistic Approach L     Rabbi Kreiman: The 7 Species of Israel - A Kabbalistic Approach

F     Rabbi Lazar: To Rest in Peace: Burial & Cremation M    Rabbi Lazar: When Folk Art and Sacred Text Meet:
 in the Jewish Tradition Scenes from the Book of Esther.

G     Rabbi Zionts: The 20th Century Search for a Homeland: N    Rabbi Zionts: The 20th Century Search for a Homeland:
Birobidzhan and Why It Failed. Israel and Why It Succeeded.

CLOSING PRESENTATION: 12:10 - 12:45 PM
Welcome: Ken Hailpern

Speaker:  Dr. Michael Alexander, Maimonides Chair, University of California Riverside: 
“Learning on the College Campus.”

Fee: $12 pre-paid  #  $18 for same day walk-ins
Register online: www.jfedps.org or call in: 760-324-4737

Registration includes a light nosh/beverages                                                                                                                                         



  December 2017 Yahrzeits  
                                                                           * Names Inscribed on Memorial Board

Shabbat Services: Friday nights at 6:30 pm & Saturdays at 10:00 am.   We will attempt to
provide a morning minyan for a yahrzeit  if given several days notice.

December 1 - 2   
Listed December 1 & 2 
*Edward Beldner
*Morris G. Coren
*Al Kosslyn 
*Kalman Meiselman
Lillian Miliband
*Annette Patterson
*Sam Rosenthal
*Barbara Salm
Ethel Shaywitz
*Steven Stanish
*Samuel Widre

December 3 - 9    
Listed December 8 & 9   
*Sarah Beck
*Jacob L. Bernstein
Harry Blindman
*Abe A. Bochner
*Jacob Buxbaum
*Harry Chapman
*Irving Dworett
*Miles Goldberg
*Henry Halbreich
*Barney Hayden
*Jeanette Lazer

*Grace Levin
*Doris D. Mayerson
Donald Niedelson
*Abraham Rosenberg
*Ruth F. Rosenbluth
*Rebecca Rosenfeld
*Sarah Rosenthal
Jacob Stahl
*William Tohl
*Ida Warsaw
*Leah Weiss

December 10 - 16  
Listed December 15 & 16
*Steven D. Bader
*Frede Bank
*Jacques Benchanan
Irving Berkson
*Seymour Bernstein
Harry Borson
Milton Elzufon
Nathan Fragen
*Charles Goldfus
*Bernice Helf
*Amalie Hertz
*Leonard Jacobs
*Judge Noah Ned Jamin
*Lewis Kerner
*Ethel Kotz
*Louis Lavin
*Lucille Pascal
*Gertrude Schulman
*Steven A. Semel
Frieda Silberman
*Emil Spilman
Abe Steinberg
Sally Stern
Harry Witas
Dona Wolfe

December 17 - 23  
Listed December 22 & 23
*Mary Abrams
Herbert Abramson
*Dr. David Alpert
*Edythe Bossel
*Sol Cooper
*Ginger S. Evans
*Ida Feinstein
Ruth Fragen
*Rebecca Frank
*Abraham Galant
*Marty Grayman
Rosa Gutenstein
*Debra Hayden
Yetta Herman
Hazel Hiser
*Albert Holtzman
*Ida B. Itkin
*Isaac N. Jamin
*Irving King
Philip Miliband
Joseph Morton
*Anna Pleet
*Harry Pleet
Joseph Polar
Maurice Raynor
*Rose Rosen
*Joseph Rosenthal
Jacob Rutenberg
*William Schmulowitz
*Paul Sonderling
*Walta B. Stern
*Elisa Debrah Tash
*Sarah Weiss 

December 24 - 30  
Listed December 29 & 30
*Seymour Buxbom
*Simcha Chernus

*Betty Crane
*Mack David
*Marjorie L. Davis
A. Robert Eisenberg
Bob Feldman
Frances J. Frankel 
*Edward Freedman
Ricky Friedman
Aaron T. Goldman
*Doris Greenblatt
Richard Haas
*Alexander Korda
*Joseph O. Kotz
*Bert Levitt
*Sylvia Levy
Morris Linsky
*Michael Phillips
*Dr. G.E. Spears
*Leslie S. Tomlinson
*Lillian E. Weiss
*Sarah Weiss
*Taube Weiss
*Rosalin Wilson
*Maurice Witzman
*Dorothy Zagel

December 31  
Listed January 5 & 6
*Sara Bazelon
*Herman Bernstein
Emanuel Fechter
*Esther L. Frank
Albert Levinson
*Pearl Sokolow
Benjamin Speiser
*Esther R. Yaffee
 

May their memories 
endure for a blessing.




