
April 2018 - Nissan/Iyar 5778

In Honor of Israel’s 70
th
 Birthday 

O Jerusalem ... the joys & challenges of being a rabbi in the holy city

Don’t miss this exceptional opportunity to hear

Rabbi Chaya Rowen Baker
whose thought-provoking, stimulating & refreshing ideas will move & enrich you!

Sunday, April 29 at 4 PM
See page 7 for details!



Photo from “March for Our Lives” 
mid-March 2018 

� From the President’s Desk
Soo Borson, M.D.

     I hope you had a chance to see at least
some of the films shown in this year's
Jewish Film Festival – the richest yet,
thanks to Eileen Stern and her incredibly
dedicated committee that made it happen
for us and all of the Coachella Valley.  
     If you saw "Germans and Jews," you
might have been surprised, and perhaps
pleased (or a bit unnerved) by the extent of
Jewish return to Berlin, which is helping to
restore that city's vibrant cultural core that

always had a bit of Jewish heart. If you saw "Be Happy
Tonight," about an Orthodox couple trying out secular life in
secret, you could have felt how intense the conflict can be
between religious commitment and desire for another kind of
freedom, and the intimate cruelty this can create.  And if you
were there for "1945," you would have witnessed the
awesome power of dignity, and how acts of honoring our
deepest commitments will sow seeds of good in a world so
much in need of repair.
     Passover is here –
a season of simplifying,
c l e a r i n g ,  a n d
celebrating renewal: of
spirit, body, and mind.
It’s a time for reflection
on what we want to
seed now – what shall
we plant that will grow
into the future we
create for ourselves?  
     I've been thinking
about us lately – and what 
it means to be a member of a faith community: what the
community means to people, and what people mean to the
community. Naturally, I've been doing some listening and
some reading, and here's what it is for me: the most
meaningful aspect of synagogue membership is the
opportunity it affords to build the kind of community we
want to live in – one that supports each of us in the ways
we need it to. 
     No wonder people have so many different reasons for
being members – and no wonder so many people feel unsure
about what being a member can do for them and whether to
invest in the future of our Temple Isaiah community. Getting
clear about this takes some introspection, sharpened by
conversation.  
     Becoming a member in order to follow our tradition isn't
enough, by itself, for most people in these times. Many are
busy building their own new traditions that seem far away from
anything that happens in a synagogue. Membership has to
bring a dimension that would otherwise be missing from our
lives.  What does it bring to yours?



Two Things We Need Right Now

$272 more on CrowdRise
to meet the $3000 minimum need to qualify to apply
for a grant in May. 
$12,000 to repair the entry system and install security
cameras at all access points. This is important for our
kitchen project too! Send your checks – or go to
templeisaiahps.com to make a donation.  

Let's talk about pride. No – not the annual parade, or the LGBTQ community's
amazing liberation movement.  Pride in ourselves and pride in the place where we
share our Jewish traditions and our future hopes with each other. You've probably
noticed that (thanks to the generosity of one of our members, Nancy Cobb) the
three dead palm trees between the main and parking lot entrances have
disappeared. And thanks to our indefatigable Membership Committee Chair and
Vice President, Larry Fechter, and our new Volunteer Coordinator, Tom Stansbury,
and his crew of volunteers, our raised gardens along Alejo have been newly
cleaned and planted with mature desert plants. 
Pictured (l-r) Larry Fechter, Tom Stansbury, Dawna Wheeler, Eileen & Arthur Eisenberg ¸

     Volunteers Eric Ortner and Dawna Wheeler are
managing the watering schedule for the next month.  Our
sanctuary flags no longer droop. And our building staff,
Jason Brown, George Tyler and Clarence Smelcer, worked
extra hard, supported by more volunteers, to ready the
inside of our building for Passover. Thanks to Larea
Pettersen and her crew of volunteers, the arrangements for
the Seder ran smoothly and our Seder was lively,
educational, and lots of fun. 
    Our effort to inspire more people to commit to volunteer
on a regular basis has started to pay off. We've increased
our office volunteer hours from about 12 to about 22 per
week in just a month, and we're shooting for a goal of 32
hours per week over the long term. If you'd like to lend your
head, hands, and heart, please call the office and get on the
list!  
  Thank you! That kind of pride.

     Membership renewal notices will be going out, as always,
in May. I want to give you a ‘heads up’ that we are raising
the dues by 5%.  We need to raise dues far more than 5%,
but the Board respects the fact that, for some, a larger
increase would pose a hardship.  We will continue to offer
Megillah and Menorah memberships for those who are able
to give more, and we are truly grateful for all who choose to
give at these increased levels.

     This month, we did something really new: we launched
our very first Temple Isaiah crowdfunding campaign. 
What is "crowdfunding"?  It's a way to leverage the power of
connection – through relationships and the internet – to raise
money for worthy causes.  It's a way to encourage lots of
people to give something to support an effort they care
about, without depending on big donors to pay the bill.  We
are using CrowdRise – a crowdfunding website for non-profit
organizations like ours.  
     If we raise at least $3000 by May 1, we are eligible to
compete for special grant funding.  But our goal is to raise
$50,000 – about a quarter of what we will ultimately need –
so that we can begin the renovation of our two Temple

Isaiah kitchens
a n d  W a r s a w
ballroom.  Our objective is to bring them back to life so that
they can meet requirements for county health certification
and become more useful and attractive rental spaces.  By
the way, our kitchens used to have commercial certification,
before 2007, and we know what's needed to get it back –
we've met with Riverside County health department
representatives and have a list of what we need to do.  We
have received a preliminary bid from a highly recommended
builder, and other experts in the food business are offering
their advice on putting our plans into action. 
     You might wonder why we need commercial kitchens –
good question! Here's why: our kitchens and event spaces
are a potential resource for doing good things for others in
our community, while helping to sustain our synagogue and
Jewish community center. Commercial kitchens for shared
use and affordable event spaces are in very short supply in
the Coachella Valley.  We need a place for teachers to train
people wanting to learn the culinary arts and the business
skills to sustain them, for others who want to develop
marketable skills in a food-related business, and for small
entrepreneurs – especially those from under-resourced
local communities – who need a hand up to build a
successful small food business. We have begun
discussions with small-business developers, accredited
post-secondary education providers, culinary arts
educators, local restaurants and chefs and other
businesses and non-profits in the local hospitality
industry. But we need to succeed in our fundraising
campaigns to bring this dream to fruition.  
Remember: crowdfunding depends on reaching many
people who will give something. You don't have to bet the
farm to participate! Everything makes a difference. 
Here's how to do it.
Visit our CROWDRISE page and support this project!
Just as important, please share this campaign with at
least 10 family members and friends! That’s what
crowdfunding is all about.

Visit https://www.crowdrise.com/caring-kitchen
1  Click the orange “Donate” button
2  Selected an amount you wish to donate, enter your name.  
     & if you wish, add that the money is a tribute or in memory.
3  Click the “Donate with” button
4   Enter your billing information and click “Donate”
5   Share with friends and family with the Facebook button 
     on the campaign page https://www.crowdrise.com/
                                         caring-kitchen

Soo Borson, President        
       
       
       
  

https://www.crowdrise.com/caring-kitchen
https://www.crowdrise.com/caring-kitchen
https://www.crowdrise.com/caring
https://www.crowdrise.com/caring


Photos from Boo2Bullying Presentation March 6, 2018

   Raised gardens along
   Alejo get a face lift
   thanks to the efforts of 
   our hardworking
   “Garden Volunteers”
   (see previous page) .....







                                                               RABBI CHAYA ROWEN BAKER



April 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1
 Temple office closed

 2
 Temple office closed

 3  4

  
3 pm
 ExploraTorah

 

 5  6

 6:30 pm Shabbat
 services followed
 by Oneg

 7  
 10 am
Shabbat/Passover
Services YIZKOR

 8 
Temple office closed

 9
Temple office closed

 10 
 
  

  7:00 pm:
  Liberation, Statehood 
  & Finding the Mid
  Century Dream, with
  Steve Aaron

 11 

 3 pm
 ExploraTorah

 6 pm 2BaJew

 12
 Yom HaShoah

Holocaust
Remembrance Day

3-5 pm Memory Café
 6 pm
 Psalm Springs

 13

 6:30 pm Shabbat
 services followed
 by Oneg

 14
10 am Shabbat
Services followed
by kiddush

15 
Temple office closed

Community
Observance of
Yom HaShoah

3 pm Eisenhower
Hospital Galen

Auditorium 

16
Temple office closed

 17  18
 3 pm
 ExploraTorah

 6 pm 2BaJew

 19
 Yom Ha’atzmaut

 Israel’s 70th  
birthday

 20

 6:30 pm Shabbat
 services followed
 by Oneg

 21
10 am Shabbat
Services followed
by kiddush

 22 
Temple office closed

  23
Temple office closed

 24
 3 pm Book Club

 6 pm Book Study
 with Rabbi Lazar:
 Heschel’s “The
 Sabbath”

 25 
 3 pm
 ExploraTorah

 6 pm 2BaJew

 26 

 6 pm
 Psalm Springs

 27 

 6:30 pm Shabbat
 services followed
 by Oneg

 28 
10 am Shabbat
Services followed
by kiddush

 29 
Temple office closed

 1-3:30 pm
 BOOK SALE
 
4 pm Rabbi Chaya
 Baker Lecture

 30
Temple office closed

Candle Lighting Times:

Friday, April 6 Shabbat Passover 6:28 pm
Friday, April 13 Shabbat Shmini 6:34 pm
Friday, April 20 Shabbat Tazriah-Metzora 6:39 pm
Friday, April 27 Shabbat Acharei-Kedoshim 6:44 pm

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesd Thursday Friday Saturday

 May 2018
  

  1

6 pm Book Study
 with Rabbi Lazar:
 Heschel’s “The
 Sabbath”

2
3 pm
ExploraTorah

 6 pm
2BaJew

3 3-5 pm
Memory Café 

4  6:30 pm
Shabbat
 services followed
 by Oneg

5 10 am
Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

6  Temple office
     closed

7  Temple office
       closed

8 9
3 pm
ExploraTorah

 6 pm
2BaJew

10  
6 pm Psalm
Springs

11 6:30 pm
Shabbat
 services followed
 by Oneg

12 10 am
Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

13  Temple office
         closed

14  Temple office
         closed

15 16
3 pm
ExploraTorah

 6 pm
2BaJew

17 18 6:30 pm
Shabbat
 services followed
 by Oneg

19 10 am
Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

Erev Shavuot
6 pm Shavuot
Wine &
Cheese Study

20  Temple office
         closed

10 am
Shavuot
Services/
YIZKOR

21  Temple office
        closed

 

22
3 pm 
Book Club

6 pm Book Study
 with Rabbi Lazar:
 Heschel’s “The
 Sabbath”

23
3 pm
ExploraTorah

 6 pm
2BaJew

24
6 pm Psalm
Springs

25 NOTE 7:30 PM
SERVICES
BEGINS NOW 
7:30 pm Shabbat 
 services followed
 by Oneg

26 10 am
Shabbat
Services
followed by
kiddush

27  Temple office
         closed

28  Temple office
        closed

29

6 pm Book Study
 with Rabbi Lazar:
 Heschel’s “The
 Sabbath”
 

30
3 pm
ExploraTorah

 6 pm
2BaJew

31   

Candle lighting times
Friday, May 4        Shabbat Emor 6:50 pm
Friday, May 11        Shabbat Behar-Bechukotai 6:55 pm
Friday, May18        Shabbat Bamidbar 7:00 pm
Saturday, May 19     Erev Shavuot After 8:26 pm
Sunday, May 20       2nd night Shavuot After 8:27 pm
Friday, May 25        Shabbat Naso 7:05 pm



                   Rabbi David Lazar & Peter Gordon

     February 28, 2018

Raffle auctioneer Denny Seidenfeld with Temple Isaiah Women’s Auxiliary President
Shoshana Barer who, with her hardworking committee, organized the delicious Purim Potluck!

We sang to
Shirley

Waterman
for her 89

th

birthday

PURIM:  Reading the Megillah, followed by our fabulous Purim Potluck!





 In memory of: Yahrzeit Fund

Shoshana Barer in loving memory of
her mother, Malka Silverberg

Lee Appel in loving memory of her
mother, Jenny Landau

Heddy Ferber in loving memory of her
husband, Imre Ferber

Eric Carter and Russell Freesland in
memory of Tim Hanson

Eric Carter and Russell Freesland in
memory of Dorothy Kalla

Estelle Silberman in loving memory of
her mother, Bessie Schwartz

Helene Holland in loving memory of
her brother-in-law, Ed Safire

Helene Holland in loving memory of
her sister-in-law, Simone Holland

Helene Holland in loving memory of
her father, David Jewett

Heather Wallis in loving memory of
her cousin, Leah Minster

Phyllis Lyman in loving memory of her
mother, Helen Lyman

Ana Landau in loving memory of her
husband, Dr. Samuel Landau

Harold Clumeck in loving memory of
Jerry Behrend

Shirley Waterman in loving memory of
her aunt, Shirley Lew

David Cheifetz in loving memory of his
mother, Cissie Cheifetz

David Cheifetz in loving memory of his
niece, Susan Sheaffer

Rob Pennes in loving memory of his
wife, Alice Pennes

Penny Wiese in loving memory of her
mother, Dorothy Seligman

Bill and Gail Kanter in loving memory
of Bill’s mother, Sallee Davis Kanter 

Rabbi Matthew Simon in loving
memory of his father, Rabbi Ralph
Simon

Sandie Ovesen in memory of Beryl
Miller

Larry Stahl in loving memory of his
friend, Joel D. Miller

Sandie Ovesen in memory of Leon
Ohana

Bill and Gail Kanter in loving
memory of Bill’s father, Ed Kanter

Pearl White in loving memory of her
mother, Dora Sharff

Pearl White in loving memory of her
father, Isaac Sharff

Ira Helf in loving memory of his
father, Edward Helf

Helene Holland in loving memory of
her husband, Harold Holland

Ira Helf in loving memory of his
grandmother, Fannie Klein

Helene Holland in loving memory of
her niece, Marilyn Holland

Ed Hiser in loving memory of his
sister, Elizabeth Hilkey 

Mae Cohen in loving memory of her
mother, Clara Honigman

Heddy Salerno in loving memory of
her father, Henry Schulkind

Shelley Miller-Mantell in loving
memory of her father-in-law, Sidney
Mantell

Shirley Waterman in loving memory
of her husband, Phillip Waterman

Heather Wallis in loving memory of
her father, Ben Greenblatt

Elaine Land-Dexter in loving
memory of her mother, Mollie
Grinstein

Jackie Smason in memory of Adele
Ponneck

  General Contributions

  
Donald Benway

Sandie Ovesen sending get-well
wishes to Gail Kanter, Bob Fey, Ron
Fragen and Shari Kaufman

Sandie Ovesen in honor of the
birthdays of Gail and Bill Kanter 

Pearl White in honor of Ira Helf

Sandie Ovesen in honor of Harry
Diamant’s birthday

Shirley Waterman in honor of
Michael & Jackie’s new
granddaughter, Avery 

Cookie Rubin in honor of Eileen
Stern’s birthday 

Pearl White in honor of Rabbi David
and Sascha’s grandson, Leo Eli
Gilad

Pearl White in honor of Gail Kanter

Sandie Ovesen in honor of Jonathan
& Anabelle Friedman on the birth of
their daughter Rhoda

Rabbi Matthew Simon in honor of
his Haftorah in January

Harold and Elaine Charlat 

Sandie Ovesen in honor of Ira’s
Haftorah

Eldon and Carolyn Wexler in honor
of Tom Stansbury’s conversion

Sandie Ovesen in honor of Tom
Stansbury’s conversion

Sandie Ovesen in honor of Leo Eli
Gilad, Rabbi & Sascha’s grandson

Marvin and Rosalyn Friedman

Scott Miller in honor of Rabbi David
and Sascha Lazar

Pearl White in honor of Larea
Pettersen

Jonathan and Anabelle Friedman in
honor of their daughter, Rhoda

  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Claire and Aaron Nierenberg

  Sponsored Oneg / Kiddush

Sandie Ovesen in loving memory of
Harry Dean’s 100th Birthday



April 2018 Yahrzeits
Friday night Shabbat services begin at 6:30 pm.

Shabbat morning services begin at 10:00 am.

April 1-7 
Listed 6th & 7th 
 
*Samuel Beck
*Dr. Seymour Brown
*Seymour Buschsbaum
*Riva P. Cantor
*Millie Chapman
*Shirley Cohen
*Lillian Faulkner
*Ben Greenblatt
Clara Honigman
*Rae Kates
Seymour Lazar
*Lillian Levine
Hyman Levitt
Sidney Mantell
Fern Naxon
*Sol Neishuler
*Winnie Orr
*Dr. Alfred Piser
*Morris Rubin
Ellis N. Shafton
Dora Sharff
*Reba Spector
*Sam Stayman
*Morris Udell

*Richard B. Wasserman
Phillip Waterman
*Hortense Weiss
Lew Freedman

April 8-14  
Listed 13th & 14th 

*Sam Avedon
*Samuel Barsky
*Abe Becker
*Lillian Conner
*Anna Feltenstein
*Louis Garfield
*Annette Ginsberg
*Clara Goldstein
Sidney Grinker
*Phyllis Harmatz
*Albert Hedler
*Ben Kaner
Ed Kanter
*Howard Kochman
*Jeanette Kosbie
Joseph Lehman
*Shevach Levin
*Moishe Y. Levin
*Abe L. Levin
Jeffry Lurkis
*Gerson C. Maiman
Elly Popper
Friedl Popper
Steffen Popper
Dieter Popper
*Gussie Rosenberg
*Florence Rothbardt
*Johanna Schiresohn
*Leopold Schiresohn
Isaac Sharff
*Louis Staff
*Taylor Family

*Isobel Thal
*Herman Waldman
*David Zucker

April 15-21 
Listed 20th & 21st

 *Murray Abel
*Shirley Abrams
*Rose Adass
*Edward A. Allen
*Samuel S. Becker
*Henry D. Cane
*Dr. Benjamin Feldman
*Mickey Fine
*Hon. William Friedman
*Jeanne Grossman
Julian Holland
*Jerry Jacobs
Sidney Kading
Frank Kaminsky
*Leon Lewis
*Robert Ostertag
Molla Pennes
*Ruth Redstone
*Marilyn Robinson
*Yetta Rosener
Celia Rutenberg
Sherwin Tash
*Elisa D. Tash
*Harry Zaidler
Rabbi John J. Zucker

April 22-28 
Listed 27th & 28th  

*Ruth Abrams
*Maurice Adass
*Reuben Album
*Esther H. Barsky

*Jules Blum
*Leo Blum
*William Brown
*Samuel Elliott
*Arthur Frank
*Esther Held
*Risa D. Kalfuss
Gussie Leiner
*Lew Levy 
*Ethel Lubin
*Anna Lyons
*Selma G. Mandinach
*William Newdelman
*Helen F. Osterman
*Joseph Rozen
*Abe Schwartz
*Louis Shulak
*Samuel Siegel
*William Sirott
*Jack Slomann
Cecilia Spellman
*Morey A. Thal
Robert Vinson

April 29 – 30 
Listed May 4th & 5th 

Dottie Fields
*Allen Fierstein
*Abraham Harmatz
*Devora Klocman
*Nat C. Rabin
Myron Schwartz

May their memories
endure for a blessing.




