
mission: serving God and Godõs 

creations.   

As we enter this season of 

renewal, so does Bais Abe ð

renewed by a year of new 

members, new learning, new 

celebration, and new 

giving.       òMake it 

new, like when it was old,ó we 

sing whenever returning the 

Torah to the Ark.  Hereõs to a 

year of renewed commitment to 

our 124-year-old roots, and 

with it, new growth, new 

kindness, new Torah ideas to 

learn, and new Jewish wisdom 

to put into practice. 

With the sweetness of this new 

year, 

Rabbi Ben Greenfield 

only congregations in the United 

States that actively embraces 

unaffiliated Israeli expats, 

through our Shelanu Sunday 

school and our calendar of 

communal holiday events. And 

how sweet it was this year, to 

witness two of our Israeli 

teenagers decide to pursue a 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah, and to achieve 

that milestone in our sanctuary, 

with our community. And, of 

course, Bais Abe remains a 

community marked by chesed 

(kindness) and warm 

welcomes.  All Jews are 

embraced here; first-timers do 

not leave without a flurry of 

Shabbat meal invites. No one at 

Bais Abe stays a stranger. 

But it has also been a year of 

tremendous growth. We 

celebrated brises, an upsherin, 

Bõnai Mitzvah, weddings, and 

wedding anniversaries. We 

hosted WashU students and 

downtown visitors for our first 

community-wide Rosh Hashanah 

dinner and Pesach seder.  We 

laughed through Hanukkah 

poetry, Purim plays, and even a 

Shavuot seder (think: four cups 

of coffee). 

These are essential years of 

transition for Bais Abe.  But 

there is a òBais Abe wayó that is 

unchanging, in which Jewish 

commitment, moral vision, and 

warm, inclusive spirit are all 

seen as equal parts in one great 

For 123 years, Bais Abraham 

stood for a Judaism that is 

inviting, accessible, 

sophisticated, and Orthodox.  I 

am so delighted and proud to 

report that, after our 124th 

year, our mission of an open-

armed, open-hearted, and open-

minded Orthodox Judaism is 

still flourishing in St. Louis. 

Bais Abe remains a beacon of 

Torah study that is rooted in 

tradition but speaks to the most 

pressing questions of the 

present. Our annual Science & 

Judaism weekend featured 

Jewish perspectives on 

surrogate parenthood, cloning, 

and quarantine dilemmas. We 

hosted scholars from Yeshiva 

University and Agudas Israel, 

and the premier Biblical 

commentator of our generation, 

Avivah Zornberg. 

Bais Abe remains a uniquely 

inclusive and accessible spiritual 

home.  On Shavuot night, 

members of Reform, 

Conservative, and 

Reconstructionist congregations 

packed the house with us here, 

at Bais Abe, for a nightlong 

tribute to Torah study and 

Jewish unity.  We proudly serve 

as St. Louisõ home for Orthodox 

feminism, and insist on studying 

from the next generation of 

female Torah scholars. 

Bais Abe remains one of the 
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An inspiring past, an exciting 

future, a vibrant community 



 

Israel. 

 

We are learners.  Bais Abraham continues to 

offer an impressive number and variety of 

learning opportunities! Rabbi Greenfield brought 

us the Great Jewish Thinkers of the 20th & 21st 

Centuries series, weekly learning at Crown 

Center Torah Study, Midrash and Merlot, Pesach 

prep classes and special holiday programs, Pirkei 

Avot for kids, Lunch & Learn presentations, and 

meaningful Deepen Your Davening sessions, not 

to mention his weekly scholarly and intellectual 

drashot. 

 

In addition to the teaching that Rabbi Greenfield 

offers, we are proud that Bais Abe congregants 

serve as teachers and class facilitators as well. 

The Shalhevet Kollel completed its first tractate 

of Talmud; Maharat Rori Picker Neiss and Dr. 

Jack Shapiro continue to facilitate the weekly 

sessions. Stewart Shilcratõs Sunday morning 

group completed its study of Mesillat Yesharim, 

Path of the Just and began learning the Kuzari. 

Stuart Klamen facilitated Shabbat learning at 

Hinenu, while Kalanit Chappell and Ruth 

Schachter organized monthly Cafe Iyun classes. 

 

Throughout the year we were fortunate to 

welcome many visiting scholars: Dr. Avivah 

Zornberg, Rabbi Haggai Resnikoff, Rabbi Marc 

Gitler, Phil Kaplin, Shira Eliassian as part of the 

Jewish Orthodox Feminist Alliance and Yeshivat 

Maharat Summer Tour, and Moshe and Marissa 

Katz, who enriched our Shavuot Tikun and 

holidays. 

 

Our Hebrew school for Israelis, Shelanu, 

boasted 19 students this year. Highlights of their 

year were several studentsõ b'nai mitzvah 

celebrations and a family Shabbat dinner to 

culminate the year of learning. Our b'not sherut 

helped with monthly Tot Shabbats. 

 

We are community.  Our congregation 

gathers for various holiday celebrations and 

parties: our traditional Family Hanukkah Party, 

Lag B'Omer celebration and bonfire, Shavuot 

Wine and Ice Cream Party, Purim seudah with 

the addition this year of a talent show and witty 

spiel. Monthly "Bais Abe Goes to India," when 

we gather as a community at Gokul for delicious 

kosher Indian food and learning. Thanks to the 

inspiration and enthusiasm of Rabbi Greenfield, 

our community celebrated both a sold-out 2nd 

night Pesach Seder and an innovative Shavuot 

Seder, held a Matzah Pizza Competition, a 

contemplative Yom HaShoah program, and a 

Tisha b'Av pre-fast dinner and learning. 

 

We had the pleasure of having the Torah 

Mitzion family, Ginat and Tal Midler, and their 

children Yagel, Roni, Ori, and Ruth, with us for 

two years before their return to Israel in July. 

We miss the boundless energy of Ginat and Tal, 

who taught in Shelanu, and helped plan and 

prepare programming and events. 

 

While we lost the helping hands of Ginat, 

we added Kalanit Chappell to our staff as 

Programming and Engagement 

Coordinator. She is working to provide 

enticing Shabbat groups for kids, reaching 

out to our members, and working with 

staff and lay leaders to provide quality 

programming for our entire community. 

 

We are compassionate.  Our 

members remain committed to doing 

chesed and connecting with fellow 

congregants and the wider community, 

whether it be supporting those who are 

ill or are encountering difficulties in their 

lives, or reaching out to those who may 

be new to St. Louis and looking for a 

Jewish community. As a beautiful act of 

kindness, one of our younger members 

brought in his Boy Scout troop and 

rehabbed the playroom by building 

custom benches with toy storage. 

 

Ruth Schachter, as Director of 

Operations, continues to wear the many 

hats that are necessary to keep the shul 

operating smoothly. Since our staff is 

small, she is the hub of most everything 

that takes place at Bais Abe, and we are 

grateful. 

 

As with all shuls, we have many needs 

that come with maintaining an old 

building, as well as the costs of providing 

all the programs and services for our 

congregation that you have just read 

about. When it comes time to ask you to 

contribute, we do not do it lightly, but 

we hope you know that what you give 

will be spent with care. We thank you 

for your dues and your donations for the 

virtual fundraiser and Yom Kippur 

Appeal, as we are only able to thrive as a 

community because of your generosity. 

Part of being a community is taking care 

of the whole with what you are able to 

contribute. If you are currently not a 

member, we encourage you to commit 

to this community by becoming a 

member. 

 

In this New Year of 5779, I look forward 

to many opportunities to grow and learn, 

and strengthen our community with each 

and every one of you. 

 

I wish each of you a happy and healthy 

New Year. 

 

 

 

Martha Ginsburg 

Dear Friends, 

 

Our life is a journey, and so too, is the life 

of Bais Abraham. We are not a static 

community, but one that is constantly 

moving and changing as we grow to meet 

the needs of our congregation. While 

working our way through this year of 

transition we are realizing new strengths 

within our congregation. My beloved 

teacher, Rabbi Ephraim Zimand, zól, used 

the example of the rubber band: its 

strength is in its stretch. Our community 

is stretching in many ways as individuals 

and as a whole. As we stretch, we grow. 

 

In his first year leading Bais Abraham, 

Rabbi Ben Greenfield has embraced and 

honored the traditions and culture of Bais 

Abe and adds his energy, spirit, and 

intellect to enhance our learning, living, 

and community. As we continue the 

search for a permanent rabbi, Rabbi 

Greenfield continues to guide us through 

our transition. 

 

We are strong.  Our dedicated Board of 

Directors is committed to strengthening 

our shul by continuing to address and 

meet the needs of the congregation. We 

benefit from both the wisdom of many 

past presidents and the innovation of 

newer board members who serve on the 

Board. Also, over this past year the 

Search Committee has contributed 

countless hours and boundless energy to 

doing the work necessary to find a rabbi 

who will best fit our congregation. 

 

We are active.  This year has been 

packed with innovative programming, 

community meals, enriching Lunch & 

Learns, meaningful holiday celebrations, 

thought-provoking Torah learning, movie 

evenings, and mouth-watering cooking 

classes. Our congregation and community 

enthusiastically participated in the second 

Science and Judaism Shabbaton with 

scholar Rabba Dr. Carmella Abraham, 

gathered for an Israeli wine tasting, and 

walked with the Greater St. Louis Jewish 

community as part of the 70th 

Anniversary celebration of the State of 
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implement Shabbat morning 

kidsõ groups and will 

coordinate general 

programming including Shalom 

Shabbat dinners, Jewish holiday 

events, and the Lunch and 

Learn program. Her other 

responsibilities will include 

community-building and 

membership engagement. 

Kalanit brings to this position a 

wealth of experience in 

organizational work and 

management as well as her 

warm personality. Welcome 

aboard, Kalanit! 

 

Administrative Assistant  

Lori Goldman is beginning her 

second year working part time 

at Bais Abe. Lori assists with 

administrative tasks, handles 

inventory, and coordinates 

Shabbat meals, all done 

efficiently and with a cheerful, 

can-do attitude. 

 

Israeli Shlichah  

Bais Abraham is excited to 

welcome Ariel Milo, St. Louisõs 

new Israeli shlichah, to our 

Jewish community. Ariel will 

coordinate special programs at 

the shul to connect Israelis in 

St. Louis to the Bais Abe 

community, teach in our 

Shelanu Hebrew School, 

and also work 

with Tzofim - the 

Israeli Scouts -

  and the JCC. 

Ariel is from 

Moshav Netaim 

Hashizaf. We look 

forward to having 

her as part of our 

community this 

year! 

 

Farewells  

This summer we said 

farewell and lõhitraot to 

Torah Mitzion Kollel 

shlichim, Ginat and Tal 

Midler and their family, as 

well as to Israeli shlichah 

Yael Treger, all of whom 

returned to Israel. Ginat 

served as our part-time 

program director. Thank 

you Midlers for your 

tireless work on behalf of 

our community these past 

two years, and thank you 

Yael for three years of 

connecting Israelis in St. 

Louis to the larger Jewish 

community. We will miss all 

of you and look forward to 

visiting you in Israel! 

Welcome to the Bais Abraham Community 
 

 

We apologize for any inadvertent omissions. If you, or someone you 

know, was left off this list, please let the office know. 
 

Eliot Jost 

Patrick Murphy 

Micah and Luisa Roufa 

Michael and Elissa Schachter 

Sivan Shemer 

 

Senior Interim Rabbi  

Rabbi Ben Greenfield will 

continue for another year as 

Interim Rabbi. He started 

working at Bais Abe in August 

2017 after receiving smicha 

from Yeshivat Chovevei Torah. 

Rabbi Greenfield will continue 

to help guide the shul as its 

halachic and spiritual authority, 

as well as help oversee 

programming and educational 

initiatives. 

 

Director of Operations  

Ruth Schachter has been Bais 

Abrahamõs Director of 

Operations for three and a half 

years. In this position, she 

manages the Bais Abe office and 

the shulõs day to day functioning, 

as well as teaches in the Shelanu 

School and Bõnai Mitzvah 

program, and co-facilitates Cafe 

Iyun (with Kalanit Chappell). 

 

Programming and 

Engagement Coordinator  

We are thrilled to announce 

that Kalanit Chappell has been 

hired for this part time position. 

Kalanit will design and 

Staff Update 

Ariel Milo, St. 

Louisõs new Israeli 

shlichah 

Jarrad and Jessie Solomon 

Cal Swim 

Virgil Wiles 

Rabbi Larry and Berni Zierler 
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Bais Abraham 

Congregation,  

6910 Delmar Blvd. 

Saint Louis, MO 

63130 

 
SELICHOT 
Saturday, September 1 
Selichot services ................. 11:00 pm 
 
SELICHOT/SHACHARIT 
Sunday, September 2 through 
    Yom Kippur 
Monday/Thursday é...ééé 6:00 am 
Sundays ééééé...éé.... 8:30 am 
 
EREV ROSH HASHANAH 
Sunday, September 9 
Selichot/Shacharit ..é..é...... 8:30 am 
Candle lighting ééé..éé.. 7:01 pm 
Mincha/Maariv ééé............ 7:00 pm 
 
ROSH HASHANAH I 
Monday, September 10 
Shacharit ...é........................ 8:30 am 
Tashlich at Lewis Park é...é 6:15 pm 
Mincha/Maariv ...................... 7:00 pm 
 
ROSH HASHANAH II 
Monday night, September 10 
Candle lighting éé..é...  after 7:57 pm 
 
Tuesday, September 11 
Shacharit ............é...............  8:30 am 
Mincha/Maariv éé.é..é.....  7:00 pm 
Havdala é..ééééé...é...  7:56 pm 
 
FAST OF GEDALIA 
Wednesday, September 12 
Fast begins éééé.............  5:15 am 
Shacharit ...............................  8:30 am 
Mincha éééééé..éé...   6:45 pm 
Fast ends éé.éé...éé....   7:41 pm 
 
SHABBAT ñSHUVAHò 
Friday night, September 14 
Candle lighting ......................  6:53 pm 
 
Saturday, September 23 
Shacharit ...............................  9:00 am 
Mincha .............................é..  6:35 pm 
Shabbat ends ........................  7:49 pm 
 
EREV YOM KIPPUR 
Tuesday, September 18 
Selichot/Shacharit éé..é.é  6:15 am 
Mincha ééééééé.....é.  4:15 pm 
Candle lighting/Fast Starts ....  6:47 pm 
Kol Nidrei Begins éé.é.......  7:00 pm 
 
YOM KIPPUR 
Wednesday, September 19 
Shacharit é............................ 9:00 am 
Yizkorééé..... approximately 12:00 pm 
Mincha............................é..... 5:00 pm 
Neilah..............ééé.éé..... 6:30 pm 
Shofar sounds......................... 7:42 pm 

 
SUKKOT I 
Sunday Night, September 23 
Candle lighting éééé.éé 6:39 pm 
Mincha/Maariv éééé.....é 6:40 pm 
 
Monday, September 24 
Shacharit ............................... 9:00 am 
Mincha/Maariv éé..é.éé.. 6:40 pm 
 
SUKKOT II 
Monday Night, September 24 
Candle lighting éé..é. after  7:34 pm 
 
Tuesday, September 25 
Shacharit ............................... 9:00 am 
Mincha /Maariv éé...éé.é 6:40 pm 
Havdala ééééé...éé..... 7:33 pm 
 
HOSHANAH RABAH 
Sunday, September 30 
Hoshana Rabba Shacharit .... 8:30 am 
 
SHMINI ATZERET 
Sunday night, September 30 
Candle lighting ...................  6:28 pm 
Mincha/Maariv ..éé..........  6:30 pm 
 
Monday, October 1 
Shacharit ............................  9:00 am 
Yizkor é......  approximately 10:45 am 
Mincha ...............................  6:30 pm 
 
SIMCHAT TORAH 
Monday, October 1 
Candle lighting é.......  after 7:23 pm 
Maariv ......é......................  7:15 pm 
Kiddush/Refreshments ...é  7:30 pm 
Hakafot-Dancing .é...........  8:15 pm 
 
Tuesday, October 2 
Shacharit ...........................  9:00 am 
Hakafot ............................  10:00 am 
Womenôs serviceé. approx. 11:30 am 
Mincha/Maariv éé..é......  6:30 pm 
Havdala éééé..ééé..  7:22 pm 
 
SHABBAT BEREISHIT 
Friday Night, October 5 
Candle lighting ...................  6:20 pm 
 
Saturday, October 6 
Shacharit ............................  9:00 am 
Mincha ...............................  6:00 pm 
Shabbat ends .....................  7:16 pm 

BAIS ABRAHAM SCHEDULE OF SERVICES ð HIGH HOLIDAYS 5779/2018 

No Tickets Required 
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High Holiday Babysitting 
Rosh HaShanah 
Monday, September 10:  
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, September 11:  
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Yom Kippur 
Tuesday, September 18:  
 
Kol Nidrei - 6:15 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, September 19:  
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 
Neilah:  6:15 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. 
 

Sukkot 
Monday, September 24:  
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, September 25: 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 
Shmini Atzeret 
Monday, October 1: 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

Childrenôs groups will meet on 
Rosh HaShanah and Yom 
Kippur.  

No charge - 

Sponsorships available 

Speakers to be 

announced 
 
 

September 15, 2018 

November 17, 2018  

(Science & Judaism 

Shabbaton) 

December 8, 2018 

January 19, 2019 

February 9, 2019 

March 16, 2019 

April 13, 2019 

May 4, 2019 

June 15, 2019 

 Shabbat  

Lunch & Learns  

5779 (2018-2019) 

High Holiday Programs & Classes 
The Elul Project: Learning & 

Planning for the Last Days of the 

Year, with Rabbi Greenfield  

Tuesday, August 14, 7:00 pm 

 

Leil Selichot  

Saturday, September 1, 11:00 pm 

 

Melodies + Meanings: Preparing 

for High Holiday Davening, with 

Rabbi Greenfield  

Thursday, September 6, 7:00 pm 

 

Second Night Rosh Hashanah 

Dinner and Simanim at Bais Abe  
Monday, September 10, 8:00 pm 

 

What We Pray About When We 

Pray: Three Yom Kippur Tefillot 

Uncovered, with Rabbi 

Greenfield  

Thursday, September 13, 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

Yom Kippur Break -Fast at Rabbi 

Greenfieldõs Home 

Wednesday, September 19, 9:00 pm 

 

Booth Building Bonanza with 

Bagels 

Sunday, September 23, 9:30 am 

 

FABA Sukkah Hop  

Tuesday, September 25, 4:00 pm 

 

Hoshana Rabba Zohar Jam  

Saturday, September 29, 9:00 pm 

 

S H O F A R  5 7 7 9 / 2 0 1 8  
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events between the Bais 

Abe young adult 

community and the 

other Jewish young 

adults in the St. Louis 

area.   

 

We kicked off the new 

year with an end-of-

summer barbecue in 

August at Heman Park. 

Be a part of Bais 

Abrahamõs social 

programs. Fun for 

everyone! 

Young Adults @ Bais Abe (YABA) 

Families @ Bais Abe (FABA) 

Bais Abraham will hold women's 

hakafot the evening of Simchat 

Torah, Monday, October 1 at 8:15 

pm. (Maariv begins at 7:15 pm.).  

 
The next morning, Tuesday, 

October 2, the Women's Teþllah 

Group (WTG) will hold a women's 

Torah reading at approximately 

11:30 a.m. We will meet upstairs in 

the Gardner Beit Midrash. 

 

The WTG can provide a vehicle for 

such simchas as a Simchat Bat 

(celebrating the birth of a baby girl), 

Bat Mitzvah, and bride's aufruf.  

 

For more information, please call  

314-725-4876. 

 

hop during which children 

and adults enjoyed food 

and activities at Bais Abe 

membersõ sukkahs in the 

neighborhood.  

This year we will have 

another sukkah hop. We 

welcome ideas for new 

activities. 

Families @ Bais Abe 

(FABA) provides 

opportunities for young 

families at Bais Abe to get 

together for fun activities.  

This yearõs highlights 

included water parties to 

mark the beginning and end 

of summer, and a sukkah 

This past year, we 

hosted a variety of 

events including a Greek-

themed Hanukkah 

dinner, a Shavuot seder, 

an Ask the Rabbi night, 

and more.  

 

In the coming year we 

hope to continue to 

provide creative Jewish 

programming and also 

introduce new joint 

Young Adults @ Bais 

Abe (YABA) is dedicated 

to creating social, 

educational, and 

community service 

programming for Jewish 

young adults in St Louis.  

 

Through our work, we 

strive to create a more 

vibrant, connected 

community that is 

welcoming to all.  

 

 

Womenõs Tefillah Group News 
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SHABBAT 
Deepen Your Davening ð  

during Musaf  
Join Rabbi Greenfield for an in-depth study of the 

Shabbat prayer service. 

 
òHinenuó Study Group ð 

one hour before Mincha  
One hour before Mincha each Shabbat, Hinenu 

(we are here), a Torah study group facilitated by 

Stu Klamen meets at Bais Abe.  People are 

encouraged to prepare or bring material on any 

Jewish topic they would like to discuss. See the 

Shmooze weekly for exact start time. 

Ongoing Classes at Bais Abraham Congregation 

SUNDAY 

All classes are free and open to the public, require no registration or prerequisites, and 
there is no obligation to attend every week. 

The Kuzari by Rabbi Yehudah HaLevi ð 

following morning minyan  
At approximately 9:15 am, following Shacharit, 

Stewart Shilcrat facilitates a study group for the 

zechus of the neshama of Michah Avroham ben 

Pesha võShmuel, Micah Abraham Lemerman 

Shilcrat. 
 

Shalhevet Kollel ð 7:30 - 8:30 pm  
Shalhevet Kollel is back with Maharat Rori Picker 

Neiss and Dr. Jack Shapiro. Women and men of 

all backgrounds are welcome to come study 

Talmud. 

MONDAY 
Weekly Parsha Class  

with Special Guest, Rashi ð 12:00 noon  
 

Join Rabbi Greenfield each week at the Crown 

Center, 8350 Delcrest, where participants zone 

in on a few passages from the parsha, to 

understand what the words of the Torah are 

trying to tell us, how the legendary commentator 

Rashi reframes these words, and why - or why 

not - we agree with Rashiõs take on the parsha. 

WEDNESDAY 
Book of Jonah Study for Women ð 9:00 am 
Women are invited to study Torah with Maharat 

Rori Picker Neiss at the home of Leslie Litwack. 

Contact Maharat Rori or the Bais Abe office for 

more information. 
 

Café Iyun ð Select Wednesdays, 7:00 pm  
Join Ruth Schachter and Kalanit Chappell for 

discussions on the weekõs Torah portion. Open 

to all! This program is a partnership between Bais 

Abe and Yeshivat Chovevei Torah. 

THURSDAY 
Midrash & Merlot with Rabbi Greenfield ð 

7:00 pm  
Our Sages did not write essays of philosophy or 

theology. Instead they wrote midrashim, colorful 

expansions on the stories in the Torah, in which 

the Rabbinic worldview comes out.   Each week 

learning will be based on a few fascinating 

midrashim that were written about that weekõs 

parsha, to better understand the philosophy, 

theology, and creativity of the Sages. 

For more information about any of these learning 
opportunities, see the Shmooze at 

www.baisabe.com or contact the office at       
office@baisabe.com or 314-721-3030. 

http://www.baisabe.com/
http://www.baisabe.com/
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Please join us for 

Café Iyun -  add 

your voice to the 

discussion! 

Café Iyun 

Rabbinic Search Committee 
Dear Bais Abe Community, 

 

We would like to start by thanking 

you for your support during the 

search process. We have learned a 

lot from each other and what our 

community is seeking in a permanent 

rabbinic leader. This is somewhat new 

territory for many of us, and we are 

doing our best to positively engage all 

of you. 

 

We began the search process with a 

number of focus groups that brought 

our various demographics together to 

discuss, for example, our connections 

to Bais Abe, what we value in our 

community, and what we are looking 

for in an ideal rabbi. In addition, many 

congregants took the time to 

complete a survey on feelings about 

the shul as well as the specific qualities 

and skills that we think are most 

important in a rabbi. 

 

Our search committee received a 

number of applications from qualified 

candidates, and we chose to interview 

nine candidates via Skype. We decided 

to bring in three thus far to meet the 

larger Bais Abe community, each over 

a Shabbat weekend. At this point, 

both the Board and the search 

committee are not ready to move 

forward with an offer to any of the 

candidates. 

 

Our position for a permanent rabbi 

remains open, and we are still 

accepting applications. We plan to 

ramp up immediately after the fall 

holidays with recruiting, screening, 

and interviewing. Our hope is to find 

the right candidate to begin in the fall 

of 2019. 

 

Your patience and understanding 

throughout this process is much 

appreciated. We are always open to 

hearing your feedback and answering 

your questions. Donõt hesitate to be 

in touch! You can reach both of us at 

jobs@baisabe.com. 

 

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy 

New Year, 

 

Simone Picker and Alan Nemes 

Co-chairs, Rabbinic Search 

Committee 

month participants delve 

into Jewish topics and 

texts on various ethical 

issues, such as self-

incrimination under the 

Fifth Amendment and in 

Jewish law.  

 

Rich source materials 

from various fields of 

knowledge are reviewed 

and discussed. 

 

New participants of all 

backgrounds are invited 

to join and add their 

voices to the discussion 

as we start our third 

year. 

Bais Abrahamõs Torah 

learning program, Cafe 

Iyun, just completed its 

second year of learning.  

 

Facilitated by Kalanit 

Chappell and Ruth 

Schachter, Cafe Iyun is a 

part of Yeshivat 

Chovevei Torahõs òTorat 

Choveveió initiative. Each 

 

 

Virtual Fundraiser 
Thank you as well to all 

those who support our 

congregation in so many 

ways. 

Thank you to all who 

helped make the virtual 

fundraiser happen - in 

particular fundraiser 

chair Stewart Shilcrat, 

website manager Shmuel 

Bergman, and 

photographic slideshow 

designer Mark 

Oppenheim.  

To commemorate its 

124th year, Bais Abe 

held a successful virtual 

fundraiser to support the 

synagogueõs outstanding 

programming, its many 

learning opportunities, 

its inspirational services 

and its caring, haimish 

community. 



 

In Hebrew    

(Shalhevet) means flame or 
fire.  We have chosen this 

name because it reflects our 

burning desire to learn 

Torah.   

 

Our logo, designed by Tessa 

Gardner, is a flame resting on 

a 4-pronged shin that is found 

on tefilin shel rosh.  The four 

arms of the shin represent the 

four matriarchs.  

 

(Rabbi Greenfield will be 

subbing for Jack Shapiro after 

Rosh Hashanah through 

January 2019.) 

Shalhevet  
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Shalhevet Kollel is a 

small, mixed-level 

Gemara class meeting on 

Sunday evenings at 7:30 

in either the auditorium 

or the Beit Midrash at 

Bais Abe.  

 

Dr. Jack Shapiro and 

Maharat Rori Picker-Neiss 
alternate as our class leaders. 

Originating in 2014 as a Talmud 

class for women, Shalhevet became 

co-educational in early 2017. We 

held a siyyum with the entire 

community on Masechet Rosh 

Hashanah in April 2018. We are 

currently learning Masechet 

Megillah, which includes not only 

the rules and customs of Purim but 

also the Talmudõs primary 

discussion of Torah and 

Haftarah reading, the laws of 

maintaining a synagogue, and 

many interesting midrashic 

traditions about the Book of 

Esther and other parts of 

Tanakh. 

 

New learners are welcome to 
join us any time! Familiarity 

with Hebrew and/or prior 

Talmud study experience can 

be useful but are not required 

for participation. Many of us 

enjoy learning from the 

Koren/Steinsaltz Talmud, 

which includes English 

translation and commentary, 

and Bais Abe has purchased 

several copies of that 

editionõs Megillah volume for 

our class to use. However, 

enough of us prefer different 

editions of Shas that we can 

also compare commentaries 

and learning tools across 

multiple versions of the same 

daf.  

 
Our class brings together 

Jews from a range of 

backgrounds who look 

forward to a weekly dive into 

Gemara.  

 

For more information, or to 

join our email list, please 

contact Phyllis Shapiro 

(phyllis.shapiro1@gmail.com). 

A major challenge this year will 

be to repair the roof of the 

entire building. We also expect 

to face some problems with 

aging walls and ceiling surfaces 

in specific locations.  

We strive to maintain the 

building in a favorable condition 

so that we can all enjoy the 

services and activities that take 

This past year, we avoided any 

major capital expenses thanks 

to the improvements that were 

made in the past three years. 

Though we were fortunate in 

that regard, due to the 

buildingõs age, we expect to 

have increased needs for 

repairs and some replacements.  

 

place throughout the 

year in our unique shul. 

 

 

Barry Ginsburg and 

Tessa Gardner 

advances with regard 

to their relationship to 

Judaism. Rabba Dr. 

Carmella Abraham 

joined the community 

as scholar-in-residence 

for the weekend, and 
other speakers 

included Dr. Gregory 

Storch, Maharat Rori 

Picker Neiss, and 

Rabbi Ben Greenfield. 

Thank you to all who 

helped make the 

weekend a success, 

including 

organizational co-

sponsors, the Jewish 

Federation of St. 
Louis, and P.J. Library 

St. Louis. This year we 

are once again 

designating the 

November Lunch & 

This past November 

Bais Abraham held its 

second annual Science 

& Judaism Shabbaton, 

entitled òMedical 

Science and Halachic/

Ethical Implications.ó 
The weekendõs 

speakers provided a 

thought-provoking and 

sensitive exploration 

of medical scientific 

Science & Judaism Shabbaton 

Building Committee Report 

Learn as a òScience 

& Judaism 

Shabbaton.ó 
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Shelanu 
We are getting ready to embark on 

yet another year of 

Shelanu Hebrew 

Language School. We 

finished the year on a 

high note with a 

wonderful program at the City Museum. 

Students were divided into small groups, 

and each group had a chaperone who 

supervised and helped the students find 

Jewish artifacts at the museum. They 

were very busy running from floor to 

floor, following the scavenger hunt they 

were given. It was a great year of learning 

new skills and making wonderful progress 

in language and in acquiring knowledge of 

Jewish history, holidays, and Biblical stories. 

Shelanu is a school that meets every Sunday morning at 

Bais Abe and is serving the Israeli families in the 

community. The goal of the school is to enrich the 

studentsõ skills in the Hebrew language as well as to 

strengthen the connection to 

the State of Israel. The 

students are in elementary 

and middle school; most of 

them speak Hebrew fluently, 

but they need to improve 

their reading and writing 

skills. The students spend 

Sunday morning studying the 

language, Jewish heritage and 

culture in an experiential way. In addition to the regular 

Sunday morning classes, there are a few times during 

the year that the Israeli families come to Friday night 

dinners and holiday events with other families in the 

congregation. 

Another successful program is conducted for children 

who are about to celebrate becoming a bar or bat 

mitzvah. They are learning about their Jewish roots and 

the Jewish values 

of tzdekah and 

giving back to the 

community. This 

class meets eight 

times during the 

year on Sunday 

afternoons, with 

guest speakers 

and field trips. 
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