
 
Beth David B’nai Israel Beth Am  
An Egalitarian Conservative Community 
55 Yeomans Road, Toronto, ON  M3H 3J7 

P 416.633.5500 
F 416.633.1740 
bethdavid.com 

 
 

 
 

    

Philip S. Scheim 
Rabbi 

rabbi@bethdavid.com 

Marshall Loomer 
Cantor 

cantor@bethdavid.com 

Michael Rubin 
Ritual Director 

mrubin@bethdavid.com 

Ian Borer 
Interim Executive Director 

ian@bethdavid.com 
 

August 2017 

Beth David Membership Option for Shaar Shalom Members 

Beth David B’nai Israel Beth Am is honoured that Shaar Shalom is considering our community as an 
option for future membership for Shaar Shalom Members, given the anticipated closing of your 
synagogue. A brief profile of Beth David is appended to this letter for those who may not be familiar 
with our community. We are pleased to respond to your specific questions with the following 
information: 

1. Synagogue Membership Dues and High Holy Days tickets: Beth David will welcome transitioning 
Shaar Shalom Members to Beth David at the following introductory rates: 

Year Family 
(Annual Rate) 

Single 
(Annual Rate) 

Percent of 2017/2018 Rate 
($2,340 Family /  

$1,170 Single) 

First Year $380 $190 16% 

Second Year $800 $400 34% 

Third Year $1,100 $550 47% 

Fourth Year Full rate Full rate - 

 
All Beth David Memberships include two (2) adult High Holy Days tickets per Family Membership 
and one (1) adult High Holy Days ticket per Single Membership. Additional tickets for High Holy 
Day seats at 55 Yeomans Road or our Auxiliary High Holy Days Services at the Richmond Hill 
Centre for the Performing Arts may be purchased as follows (rates below are for 2017/2018): 

 Children of Members: ages 0-12, no charge; ages 13-29, $75 each (includes Yedidim, Kadima 
and USY membership fee for children in grades 1-12) 

 Seats for parents and single adult children of Members, 30 years of age and over: $280 each 

Additional tickets may be purchased for our Auxiliary Richmond Hill services at the rate of $380 
per family and $190 per single.  

Our confidential process for reviewing requests for dues reduction for Members who are unable 
to pay the full amount will be available for transitioning Shaar Shalom Members.   

2. Special Assessments and Building Fund:  Beth David does not have a special assessment or a 
building fund in place and we have no plans to implement either measure in the foreseeable 
future. Should we decide to implement a special assessment or a building fund at any point in the 
next three years, transitioning Shaar Shalom Members would be exempt. 

3. Years of Membership: Years of membership in Shaar Shalom will be honoured in the transition to 
Beth David membership. 
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4. Cemetery Plots:  Beth David will assume responsibility for cemetery burial plot arrangements for 
transitioning Shaar Shalom Members, subject to a financial contribution by Shaar Shalom as 
agreed with Beth David. 

5. Governance: Beth David will be pleased to nominate candidates from among transitioning Shaar 
Shalom Members to our Board of Directors at the rate of one Director for every 50 new Member 
units.  One such appointment has already taken place, at the Annual Meeting of Members held in 
June 2017. Directors’ terms are two years in duration.  We will also be pleased to immediately 
offer positions on our many active Committees for transitioning Shaar Shalom Members who are 
interested in volunteer opportunities at Beth David. 

6. Transfer of Ritual Items and Yahrzeit Plaques: Beth David will be pleased to accept Shaar 
Shalom’s ritual items and Judaica for ongoing use in our services, as well as any other legacy 
items that you would like to entrust to us. We will also be pleased to accept yahrzeit plaques 
from transitioning Shaar Shalom Members who wish to bring their family’s memorial plaque(s) to 
Beth David for incorporation into Beth David’s memorial boards (subject to plaque size 
confirmation) or to a dedicated memorial board transferred by Shaar Shalom for this purpose. 

It is our understanding that Shaar Shalom proposes to distribute surplus funds from the sale of its 
building to Conservative synagogues based on a resolution to be approved by your Board. We will 
invest all funds transferred to Beth David from Shaar Shalom in a dedicated endowment and will use 
the endowment income for ritual and programming activities for our collective community.  

Beth David welcomes all Shaar Shalom Members looking for a warm, family-oriented Conservative 
congregation with a strong Clergy team and a dedicated group of lay leaders and volunteers.  We 
offer transitioning Shaar Shalom Members a full slate of Egalitarian ritual services and extensive 
programming for all age groups in a well-established facility in the heart of Toronto’s Jewish 
community. Please see the next page for more information on our services, programs and facilities. 

In closing, we hope that we have addressed the main issues of concern to Shaar Shalom. We wish 
you all the best in your deliberations and look forward to welcoming your Members to Beth David. 

Yours sincerely, 

Beth David B’nai Israel Beth Am 

Madeleine Sarick 
President 

 



 

  

 

 

An Introduction to Beth David 

Beth David B’nai Israel Beth Am Synagogue, known in the community as “Beth David”, is a USCJ-
affiliated congregation located at 55 Yeomans Road near Bathurst Street & Sheppard Avenue West 
in Toronto. Beth David was established in 1956 and currently has over 850 Members (families and 
singles). Our professional leadership team is one of the most experienced in Toronto, including our 
exceptional Clergy, Rabbi Philip Scheim (who, in addition to his continuing role as our Rabbi, is the 
new International President of the Rabbinical Assembly), Cantor Marshall Loomer and Ritual Director 
Michael Rubin, and our Interim Executive Director Ian Borer. We are very proud of our Egalitarian 
Conservative community, which we believe is an ideal place for Members of all ages and stages to 
Participate, Learn and Grow. 

Ritual Practice:  Beth David offers daily minyanim, including Shacharit at 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. 
(8:30 a.m. on Sundays) and Mincha/Ma’ariv each evening, year round. Our Shabbat services include 
Kabbalat Shabbat, a full Shabbat morning service, Mincha, Seduah Shlishyt, Ma’ariv and Havdalah. 
And of course we have services for the High Holy Days and all the Chaggim. Beth David is fully 
egalitarian; women are counted in our Minyanim and take part in all aspects of prayer, and we have a 
proud tradition of lay participation in all of our services. 

Programming: With the support of our Program Director Lauren Weinberg, Beth David offers 
extensive programming and activities for all ages, including dozens of adult education programs, 
family-oriented events and activities surrounding all the Chaggim, regular, casual community 
Shabbat dinners, programs for very young families, Yedidim (Grades 1-5), Kadima (Grades 6-8) and 
United Synagogue Youth (Grades 9-12), our Shinshinim (Israeli Young Emissaries), active 
Brotherhood, Sisterhood and Club Chaverut (seniors) groups and much more. Please see 
www.bethdavid.com and our Facebook page “Beth David B’nai Israel Beth Am” for information on 
upcoming events and programs. 

Facilities and Catering: Beth David’s facilities include a large main Sanctuary, which was recently 
renovated and has a seating capacity of over 460 persons, a beautiful Chapel on the lower level with 
seating for 110 persons, the recently renovated Ganz Family Social Hall on the upper level, with a sit 
down banquet service capacity of up to 250 persons, and our Sisterhood Hall on the lower level, with 
a sit down banquet service capacity of 100 persons. We have preferred catering arrangements with 
five of Toronto’s finest kosher caterers: Applause, PR Creative, Taam Tov, Tiara and Zuchter Berk. 
Our building is fully accessible, including a recently constructed elevator, washrooms on the lower 
levels and ample parking space. Our school wing is leased by Montessori Jewish Day School, with 
whom we work closely on programming and facility sharing. 

Governance and Volunteerism: Beth David’s governance structure includes a Board of Directors of 22 
persons, including our President, 3 Vice Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary and Past President. The 
Board and Officers are appointed by our Members at an Annual General Meeting each Spring. 
Volunteerism is at the core of our community: we have over 20 active volunteer committees, from 
Families & Youth, Adult Education, Budget & Finance and Catering through House & Property, 
Communications, Fundraising, Israel Engagement and many more.  

 

http://www.bethdavid.com/

