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Honour & Respect
After a death, Judaism says that we must not
forget. We must remember. Remembering our
loved ones is a cornerstone of Jewish belief.
This is a principle that the Benjamin family has
upheld in the community for four generations.
We are proud to support Beth David Synagogue,
an integral part of Toronto’s Jewish community
for over 60 years.

2401 Steeles Avenue West, Toronto, Ontario
416-663-9060
www.benjamins.ca
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BOOK OF
REMEMBRANCE
When I come to the end of the road
And the sun has set for me,
I want no rites in a gloom-filled room,
Why cry for a soul set free?

For this is the journey that we all must take,
And each must go alone.
It’s all a part of the Master’s plan,
A step on the road to home.

Miss me a little, but not too long
And not with your head bowed low,
Remember the love that we once shared,
Miss me and let me go!

When you are lonely and sick of heart,
Go to the friends we know,
And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds.
Miss me, but let me go.
- Anonymous

Book of Remembrance Sponsored by:
Family of the late Jack Chisvin and
the late Phyllis Chisvin
Family and Friends of the late
Harold Cohen and the
late Jeanette Cohen

Mark and Annette Mincer,
Laura & Adam, Jason & Joey,
Alyssa, Ashley & Luke
Eric and Estelle Vilensky

Ganz Family Foundation
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A Sermon for “Kol Nidrei”
Prayer Composed by Rabbi Leo Baeck
“Kol Nidrei” October 10th 1935
All synagogues in Germany spread these words,
as an act of civil resistance. Rabbi Leo Baeck was
arrested by the Gestapo soon after that Yom Kippur.
At this hour the whole House of Israel stands before its God, the God of Justice
and the God of Mercy. We shall examine what we have done and what we have
failed to do; we shall examine where we have gone and were we have failed to
go. Wherever we have sinned we will confess it. We will say “we have sinned”
and we will pray with the will to repentance before the Lord and we will pray,
“Lord forgive us”!
We stand before our God and with the same courage with which we have
acknowledged our sins, the sins of the individual and the sins of the community,
shall we express
our abhorrence of the lie directed against us, and the slander of our faith and its
expressions: this slander is far below us. We believe in our faith and our future.
Who brought the world the secret of the Lord Everlasting, of the Lord Who is
One? Who brought the world understanding for a life of purity, for the purity of
the family? Who brought the world respect for Man made in the image of God?
Who brought the world the commandment of justice, of social thought? In all
these the spirit of the Prophets of Israel, the Revelation of God to the Jewish
People had a part. It sprang from our Judaism, and continues to grow in it. All
the slander drops away when it is cast against these facts.
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We stand before our God: Our strength is in Him. In Him is the truth and
the dignity of our history. In Him is the source of our survival through every
change, our firm stand in all our trials. Our history is the history of spiritual
greatness, spiritual dignity. We turn to it when attach and insult are directed
against us, when we need the suffering press in upon us. The Lord led our
fathers from generation to generation. He will continue to lead us and our children through our days.
We stand before our God; we draw strength from His Commandments, which
we obey.. We bow down before Him, and we stand upright before Men. Him
we serve, and remain steadfast in all the changes around us. We put our faith in
Him in humility and our way ahead is clear, we see our future.
The whole House of Israel stands before its God at this hour. Our prayer, our
faith and our belief is that of all the Jews on earth. We look upon each other and
know ourselves, we raise our eyes to the Lord and know what is eternal.
“Behold, He that guardeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep”
“He who maketh peace in His high places, may He make peace for us and for
all Israel and we say ye, Amen”
We are filled with sorrow and pain. In silence will we give expression to all
that which is in our hearts, in moments of silence before our God. This silent
worship will be more emphatic than any words could be.
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IN MEMORY OF OUR BELOVED
FAMILY AND FRIENDS
WHO PERISHED IN THE HOLOCAUST
1939-1945
Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Freda Blankenstein

Chaya Don
Faige Don
Nachman Don
Urkel Don
Avram Don
Chana Don

Maxine, Mathew and
Jessica Budin

Eliyahu Budin
Adele Leah Budin
Yaakov Budin
Yoseph Budin
Mattis Budin
Faige Budin

The Chisvin Family

Family of Zlata (Lapatukhin) Chisvin

Alex Eisen

Family and friends who perished in the
Shoah. They will never be forgotten

Libby and Igor Ellyn & Family

Our Grandparents and other relatives
who perished in the Holocaust
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IN MEMORY OF OUR BELOVED
FAMILY AND FRIENDS
WHO PERISHED IN THE HOLOCAUST
1939-1945
Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Gitta Ganz

Mndya (Yunger) Ganz
Maltza (Buck) Yunger
Nissim (Nuka) Ganz
Freyda Edis Ganz
Tzipra (Foghel) Feuerwerker
Isaac (Azik) Perl
Hersh Leizer Feuerwerker
Chaya Rivka (Perl) Feuerwerker
Moishe Feuerwerker
Freyda Feuerwerker
Zipporah Malka Gertner
Chana Gertner
Brothers Gertner
Sruel Baruch Gantz
Frimit (Feuerwerker) Gantz
Chaim Gantz
Mendel Gantz
Betty Gantz
Gittel (Simon) Perl
Dovid (David) Perl
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IN MEMORY OF OUR BELOVED
FAMILY AND FRIENDS
WHO PERISHED IN THE HOLOCAUST
1939-1945
Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Esther Bortnick & Pola Goldfuss Esther Goldfluss
Mordechai Goldfluss
Motel Goldfluss
Leah Goldfluss
Pesach Goldfluss
Linda and Alan Ennis

Alan and Linda Ennis

Rabbi Ben Zion Shlomo Rabinowicz
Rebbetzen Gittel Rabinowicz
Tuviah Zisman Tenenbaum
Chaja Grina Tenenbaum
Rivka Rabinowicz

The Klaiman Family

Chaya Klaiman
David Klaiman
Markus Erdan
Rivka Erdan

Sheryl Korn & Family

Family that perished in the Holocaust

Cantor Marshall Loomer

The Loomer Family
Perished February 12, 1942, Brailov
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IN MEMORY OF OUR BELOVED
FAMILY AND FRIENDS
WHO PERISHED IN THE HOLOCAUST
1939-1945
Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Zelda Marshall

Yacov David Brodacz
Chaia Peshe Brodacz
Nome Brodacz
Yacov David Bronstein
Rochel Bronstein
Shlomo Bronstein
Zelda Bronstein

Israel Mida

Bezalel Mida
Roisa Mida
Nachman Mida
Moishe Mida
Yechezkel Mida
Henoch Mida
Chaim Pogrubiecka
Golda Pogrubiecka
Israel Pogrubiecka
Asya Pogrubiecka
Israel Zelig Kanier
Chana Kanier
Yachov Mida
Rivka Mida
Chana Mida
Shlomo Mida
Loya Sushtorov
Raica Sushtorov
-7-
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IN MEMORY OF OUR BELOVED
FAMILY AND FRIENDS
WHO PERISHED IN THE HOLOCAUST
1939-1945
Annette and Mark Mincer
& Family

Pola Buchman

Allan and Joanne Rudolph

Albert Rudolph

Ruth Shapiro and Margi Daly

Fritz Roos
Alice Culp Roos				
Bernt Roos
Sofie Frankel Culp

Beverley Spagat

Szpagat Families that perished in the
Shoah
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Veterans WWI and WWII
Their Memories Illuminate Our World
There are stars whose light reaches the earth only after they themselves have
disintegrated And there are individuals whose memory lights the world after
they have passed from it These lights shine in the darkest night and
Illuminate for us the path.
Coleman and Evelyn Bernstein
In memory of
Leonard Bernstein
Michael Bernstein

Karen and Barry Reinblatt
In memory of
Eugene Tozman
Sidney Reinblatt

Anita Ekstein
In memory of
Frank Ekstein
Fisher Helfgott
Edzia Helfgott

Brian Risman
In memory of his father
Cecil Risman

Sharon Haniford
In memory of
Ellis (Ellie) Haniford
Horwich Family
In memory of
Moses Horwich
Frances and Stephen Kraft
In memory of
Eugene Tozman
Lorraine Levene
In memory of her husband
Stanley Levene
Larry and Tena Lexchin
In memory of
David Salsberg
Gayle Goldberg Marcus
In memory of
Phil Goldberg
Archie Marcus

Jo-Anne and Mark Slobodsky
In memory of
Bernard Tugg
Mildred Sonshine and Family
In memory of
Joseph Sonshine
Murray Sonshine
Lynn Stone
In memory of
Merv Stone
Albert (Bert) Robins
Barbara Swimmer and
Lorne Swimmer
In memory of
Louis Swimmer
Janice and Gordon Yazer
In memory of:
Nathan Ostrow
Shelley Zimmerman-Stone
In memory of
Melvin Zimmerman
-9-
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WE REMEMBER THEM
In the rising of the sun and its going down,
we remember them.
In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter,
we remember them.
In the opening of buds and in the rebirth of spring,
we remember them.
In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of summer,
we remember them.
In the rustling of leaves and in the beauty of autumn,
we remember them.
In the beginning of the year and when it ends,
we remember them.
When we are weary and in need of strength,
we remember them.
When we are lost and sick at heart,
we remember them.
When we have joys we yearn to share,
we remember them.
So long as we live, they too shall live,
for they are now part of us,
as we remember them.
- Rabbi Jack Riemer & Rabbi Sylvan Kamens
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The Beth David Congregation
is deeply saddened by the loss
of cherished members
ROSH HASHANAH 5779 to ROSH HASHANAH 5780
Albert Binstock
Herbert Black
Allen Bloom
Jack Chisvin
Phyllis Chisvin
Harold Cohen
Aaron Daniels
Zella Edelstein
Sheila Frohlich
Cantor Morris Goldlust
Sara Gorman
Joseph Greenfield
Rael Herman
Gloria Himelstein
Andree Kaplan
Harvey Kaminsky
Elizabeth Katz
Sol Layton
Marcia Neuburger
Ruth Rayson
Deena Schiller
Lorraine Taylor
Stephen Urowitz
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Gitta Ganz,
Howard and Fay Ganz,
Mindy Ganz, Children
& Grandchildren

Mindya (Yunger) Ganz f
Shloime Yoel Ganz
Maltza (Buck) Yunger f
Miriam (Ganz) Wise
Leslie Wise
Nissim (Nuka) Ganz f
Freyda Edis Ganz f
Sam (Shmuel) Ganz
Jack (Yankel) Ganz
Shia Feuerwerker
Mordechai Feuerwerker
Tzipra (Foghel) Feuerwerker f
Yosef Hersh Perl
Isaac (Azik) Perl f
Rochel Leah (Itzkovitz) Perl
Hersh Leizer Feuerwerker f
Chaya Rivka (Perl) Feuerwerker f
Moishe Feuerwerker f
Larry (Leib) Feuer
Frieda (Markowitz) Feuer
Harold (Chaim) Feuer
Susy (Erbs) Feuer
Nancie (Feuerwerker) Justmann
Arthur (Anshul) Feuer
Kathy (Roth) Feuer
Hency (Feuerwerker) Feuer
Arthur (Big Art) Feuer
Malia Feuerwerker
Freyda Feuerwerker f
Zvi Meir Gertner
Zipporah Malka Gertner f
Moishe (Morris) Gertner
Chana Gertner f
Brothers Gertner f
Hensa (Perl) Stein
Abraham Stein
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Gitta Ganz,
Howard and Faye Ganz,
Mindy Ganz, Children
& Grandchildren

Raizel Edelstein
Yoseph Edelstein
Sam Edelstein
Yisrael (Izzie) Edelsten
Heresh Edelstein
Moishe Edelstein
Sruel Baruch Gantz f
Frimit (Feuerwerker) Gantz f
Chaim Gantz f
Mendel Gantz f
Betty Gantz f
Gittel (Simon) Perl f
Dovid (David) Perl f
Shimon Perl

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Ruth Cappel

Jack Gertzbein
Pearl Gertzbein
Brian Cappel
Nancy Gertzbein Waisbord
Morris Cappel
Mildred Cappel
Fanny Gertzbein
Carl Gertzbein
Fanny Goldhar
Hymie Goldhar
Albert Gertzbein
Joel Goldhar
Sharon Goldhar
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Cohen Family

Harold Cohen
Jeannette Cohen
Morris Cohen
Annie Cohen
George Cohen
Esther Cohen
Ralph Cohen
Yetta Cohen
Marion Cohen
Marvin Lester
Harry Rosenstein
Ruth Rosenstein

Sharon Cohen and
Elliot Peranson

Harvey Peranson
Yetta Peranson

Dene Lettman and
Glenn Cohen

Max Lettman
Thelma Lettman

Tobin Gottlieb
Robin Daniels and
Hartley Cohen			

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Baila and Marvyn Lubek,
Sorele Urman and
Beth Feffer

Their loved ones
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Israel Mida

Carrie Mida
Gershon Mida
Bezalel Mida f
Roisa Mida f
Nachman Mida f
Moishe Mida f
Yechezkel Mida f
Henoch Mida f
Chaim Pogrubiecka f
Golda Pogrubiecka f
Israel Pogrubiecka f
Asya Pogrubiecka f
Israel Zelig Kanier f
Chana Kanier f
Yachov Mida f
Rivka Mida f
Chana Mida f
Shlomo Mida f
Loya Sushtorov f
Raica Sushtorov f

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Annette and Mark Mincer,
Laura and Adam, Jason and
Joey, Alyssa, Ashley & Luke

Jack Buchman
Pola Buchman f
Ginia Buchman
Irving Buchman
Eleonora Rinde
Henry Rinde
Jerry Blitzer
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Remembered by:

In Memory of Our Cherished

Joey, Shelli and
Jessice Pollock

Parents and Grandparents
Leslie Wise
Miriam Wise
Melvin Pollock

Remembered by:

In Loving Memory of:

The Rubin Family

Baruch Bardenstein
Rivka (Singer) Bardenstein
Simon Klusman
Bracha (Weissenberg) Klusman
David Bardenstein
Rose (Klusman) Bardenstein
Norma (Bardenstein) Rubin
Max Bardenstein
Renah (Lamed) Bardenstein
Abraham Rubin
Dorothy (Cohen) Rubin
Harold Rubin
Mona (Zalig) Rubin
Arnold Rubin
Ray (Simkin) Rubin
Ernie Caloff
Etta Caloff
Marion Gardner
- 16 -

127841 Yizkor Book.indd 18

2019-09-19 3:31 PM

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

James, Agnieszka,
Jacob, Sara, Nina and
Dalia Van Bergh

Peter Van Bergh
Maurice Van Bergh
Helen Van Bergh
Morris Rosenblum
Lillian Rosenblum
Anna Dlugon
Mieczyslaw Zielinski
Franciszek Borowiak
Dora Fishbein
Margerie Newburger
Roger Newburger
Marsha Newburger
Israel Kopmar
Daniel Kohen

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Corinne Berman, Jeffrey Zacks
and Family

Samuel Berman
Carole Berman
Harold Zacks
Masha Bordelay
Israel Berman
Harold Cooper
Pearl Cooper
Etta Sklar (Zacks)
Archie Zacks

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Joyce Weinstein Binstock

Albert (Butch) Binstock - A Great Zaydy

Binstock Weinstein Family

Sarah Weinstein
Harry Weinstein
Belle Berlin
Berny Weinstein
Chaim Binstock
Esther Binstock
Arthur Yaros
Anne Gottlieb
- 17 -
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Freda Blankenstein

Chaya Don f
Faige Don f
Nachman Don
Urkel Don f
Leon Don
Avram Don f
Chana Don f

Blankenstein Family

Abe Blankenstein
Amalia Gorani
Felek Blankenstein

Larry & Marla Blankenstein

Clara Orlinsky

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Anna Bloom

Allen Bloom
Dora Brown
Harry Brown
Morris Brown
Samuel Brown
Allan David
Anna David
Mildred Klemitz
Annie Miller
Lewis Miller

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Esther Bortnick and
Pola Goldfuss

Esther Goldfluss f
Mordechai Goldfluss f
Leah Goldfluss f
Motel Goldfluss f
Pesach Goldfluss f
Harvey Goldfluss

Esther and Allan Bortnick,
Pola Goldfluss & Family

Joseph Goldfluss
Marvin Goldfluss

Esther and Allan Bortnick
& Family

Lou Bortnick
Lorraine Bortnick
- 18 -
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Remembered by:

In Loving Memory of:

The Chisvin Family

Family of Zlota (Lapatukhih) Chisvin
Jack Chisvin
Phyllis Chisvin

Remembered by:

In Loving Memory of:

Barry and Lynn Cutler
Naomi and Michael,
Adam and Debra,
Chaim and Rebecca

Our Parents and Grandparents
Jack Shiner
Lillian Shiner
Leah Cutler

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

The Daniels Family

Aaron Daniels

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Alex Eisen

Olga Eisen
Family and friends who perished
in the Holocaust f
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Remembered by:

In Loving Memory of:

Randy and Jack Elkind

David Elkind
Sam Goldstein
Lillian Goldstein
Sam Elkind
Sarah Elkind
Johnny Tanenbaum
Shirley Tanenbaum

Remembered by:

In Loving Memory of:

Igor and Libby Ellyn
and Family

Menachem Yufe
Pino Ellenberg
Ronea Raya Ellenberg
and all of our grandparents and other
relatives including those who perished
in the Holocaust f

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Linda and Alan Ennis

Rabbi Ben Zion Shlomo Rabinowicz f
Rebbetzen Gittel Rabinowicz f
Rivka Rabinowicz f
Tuviah Zisman Tenenbaum f
Wolf Tenenbaum

Alan and Linda Ennis

David Ennis
Rita Ennis
David Atlas
Morris Enushevsky
Sophie Enushevsky
Ethel Atlas
Chaja Grina Tenenbaum f

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Manya Gilbert
and Family

Jerry Gilbert
Samuel Galet
Sara Galet
Samuel Gilbert
Rose Gilbert
Bessie Golt

Elliot Gilbert
and Miriam Herlin

David Herlin
Sylvia Guberman
Joel Guberman
- 20 -
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Irwin, Meita, Andrea
Erin and Jack Greenblatt

Thelma Greenblatt
Manny Greenblatt
Ruth Miller
Hy Miller

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Ellen Haspel
and Rose Haspel

Morris Izenberg
Molly Izenberg
Sam Izenberg
Esther Riva Pollock
Nathan Haspel
Mark Leroy
Yale Pilz
Shep Gangbar
Gerry Gangbar

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Gayle Goldberg Marcus

Martha Goldberg
Phil Goldberg (V)
Fern Susan Goldberg
Kate Goldberg
Harris Goldberg
Dinah Kahane
Saul Goldberg
Archie Marcus (V)
Sarah Marcus
Martin Marcus

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Zelda Marshall

Yacov Dovid Brodacz f
Chaia Peshe Brodacz f
Nome Brodacz f
Yacov Dovid Bronstein f
Rochel Bronstein f
Shlomo Bronstein f
Zelda Bronstein f
Abraham Marshall
- 21 -
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Charlotte and Jack Muskat

Ida Lander
Helen Slutsky
Izzie Epstein
Chaya Muskat
Zalman Muskat
Tsirla Muskat
Icek Muskat
Zelik Muskat

Lovingly Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Dianne, Arnold,
Jeremy, Baylee and
Benjamin Rubinoff

Barbara Myerson
Phil Myerson

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Rabbi Philip Scheim

Leon Scheim
Rita Scheim

Brenda Bader

Janet Korn
Marshall Korn

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Ruth Shapiro
and Margi Daly

Heinz Mayer
Anita Roos Mayer
Saly Mayer
Thekla Strauss Mayer
Fritz Roos f
Alice Culp Roos f
Bernt Roos f
Sofie Frankel Culp f
- 22 -
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Barbara Swimmer
and Lorne Swimmer

Zivian Swimmer
Louis Swimmer
Bella Gushansky
Jacob Gushansky
Fanny Swimmer
Louis Swimmer, Sr.
Fruma Sackin
Benjamin Sackin
George Swimmer

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Eric and Estelle Vilensky

Morris Lazebnik
Faye Lazebnik
Shalva Vilensky
David Vilensky

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

His loving wife Beverly Zacks,
children and grandchildren

Harold Zacks

Beverly Zacks,
children and grandchildren

Harold and Pearl Cooper
Archie and Etta Zacks

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Georgi and
Jerry Bagelman

Jack Spring
Phyllis Spring
Ely Bagelman
Anne Bagelman
Their Grandparents
- 23 -
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Wendy Berman
and Ron Mayer

Samuel Joshua Berman
Carole Nancy Berman
Eliza Hazon
Rachel Mayer
David Hazon

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Coleman and
Evelyn Bernstein

Saul Wellman
Gert Wellman
Max Bernstein
Sarah Bernstein
Leonard Bernstein (V)
Michael Bernstein (V)
Jeffrey Burns

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Elaine Bisgould

Harvey Bisgould
Murray Levine
Faye Levine
Mildred (Mickey) Bisgould
Simon Bisgould

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Gail and Lawrence Blackman
& Family

Auntie Anne Goldstein
Uncle Nate Goldstein
Cousin Ronnie Goldstein

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Doreen and Paul Bornfreund

Morris Sherman
Molly Sherman
Peter Bornfreund
Hilda Bornfreund
Joan Bornfreund
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Maxine, Mathew and
Jessica Budin

Eliyahu Budin f
Adele Leah Budin f
Yaakov Budin f
Yoseph Budin f
Mattis Budin f
Faige Budin f

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Jozef and Brenda Cipin

Alica Cipin
Max Markstein & Family
Jakub Markstein & Family
Arnold Markstein & Family

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Jeff Cooper

Linda Pearl
Nolan Nakamura
Rick Campbell
Joe Jonsson
Marcia Kalson

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Paula and Stan Epstein

Maxwell Epstein
Etta Rose Epstein
Florence Koven
Lillie Gorman
Benjamin Gorman

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Arie Frohlich
and Simon Frohlich

Sheila Frohlich
Helen Pukerman
Sam Pukerman
Gusta Frohlich
Rudy Frohlich

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Jacob, Mindy, Alana,
Michelle and Jeremy Galper

Abe Galper
Zel Simon
Morris Simon
Ethel Schaier
Sam Wise
- 25 -
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Karen Gloven, Jennifer,
Marvin Gloven
Meagan and Family			
Karen Gloven and Family

Rhoda Siminovitch
Moses Siminovitch
Abby Gloven
Rita Gloven

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

The Goldberg Family

Hymie Goldberg
Sam Goldberg
Rose Goldberg
Abe Liff
Gitel Liff

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Sue and Stan Goldfarb

David Goldfarb
Sonia Goldfarb
Dinah Meslin
Moishe Meslin

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Allan and Fern Haniford

Edna Haniford
Ellis (Ellie) Haniford
Lionel Solursh
Anne Haniford

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Eileen and Morrie Herman

Toba Herman
Ben Herman
Fernand Bourret
Kathleen Bourret

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Rene and Mel Katzman

Ester Warsh
Harry Warsh
Minnie Katzman
Samuel Katzman
Irving Warsh
- 26 -
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

The Klaiman Family

Chaya Klaiman f
David Klaiman f
Markus Erdan f
Rivka Erdan f

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Barbara and Paul Kochberg

Lillian Lisa Wax
Sydney Lawrence Wax
Ralph Israel Kochberg
Ida Kochberg

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Sheryl Korn and Family

Henia Lapides Korn
Morris Korn
Marta Lapides Bulwa
Abraham Bulwa
Family that perished in
the Holocaust f

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Lorraine Levene and Family

Stanley Levene (V)
Thom Levene
Rose Friedman
Max Friedman

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Larry and Tena Lexchin
and Family

Ann Lexchin
Edward Lexchin
David Salsberg (V)
Lillian Salsberg
Elsie Lexchin

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Elaine and Alfie Lightstone
and Family

Esther Lightstone
Samuel Lightstone
Sandra Gryfe Solomon
Benjamin Morris Gryfe
Freda Gryfe
- 27 -
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Cantor Marshall Loomer

Cyril Loomer
Lorraine Loomer
The Loomer Family that perished in
the Holocaust f

Laura Agensky
and Marshall Loomer
Triston & Lily Agensky

Brian Agensky

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Gayle Goldberg Marcus

Ethel Snyder
Morris Wolfson
Minnie Wolfson
Batya Lam
Seymour Wolfson

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Harold and
Jacquie Oppenheimer

David Fried
Fanny Fried
Herbert Oppenheimer
Dina Oppenheimer
Bernice Sandler

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Heather Ordon and
Lawrence Weinstein

Belle Weinstein
Berny Weinstein

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Adele Goldberg
and Andy Pascoe

Sybil Goldberg
Eve Shirley Pascoe
Joseph Herbert Pascoe

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Barbara and Dennis Perlin

Jake Cherun
Jennie Cherun
Irving Perlin
Freda Perlin
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Jack and Nina Pollock

Sonia Pollock
Ben Pollock
Moishe Pollock
Golda Leim Wiesman
Frances Opolsky

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Nancy Pruskin and Family

Anthony Pruskin
Phyllis Widawski
Max Widawski
Mulka Gotlieb
Itcha Gotlieb
Annie Pruskin
Willian Pruskin

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Brian Risman

Helen Shiela Risman
Rae Fryman Risman
Cecil Risman
Stephen Futerman
Judi Berger

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Bella and Larry Rittenberg

Steven Jay Rittenberg
Annie Novitsky
Harry Novitsky
Bea Rittenberg
Morris Rittenberg

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Allan and Joanne Rudolph
And Family

Albert Rudolph f
Wilfred Kaminsky
Dorothy Kaminsky

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Ann and Solomon Samson

Menahim Solomon
Matilda Solomon
Ezra Samson
Rebecca Samson
Mark Kerbel
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Elly and Bernard Schimmer

Emanuel Schimmer
Florence Schimmer
Joseph Getman
Miriam Getman
Leonard Biederman

Remembered by:

In Loving Memory of:

Sheps Family

Sam Sheps
Jenny Sheps
Martin Sheps

Allan and Lorraine Sheps

Joe Lubek
Tillie Lubek

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

The Sigal Family

Jack Altman
Mary Altman
Sidney I. Altman
Max Sigal
Mollie Sigal

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Hannah and Alan Silverstein
and Family

Aron Rosenzweig
Frieda Rosenzweig
Irving Silverstein
Ethel Silverstein

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Mildred Sonshine
and Family

Joseph Sonshine (V)
Grace Longert
Harry Longert
Murray Sonshine (V)
Benjamin Sonshine
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Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Beverley Spagat
Children & Grandchildren

Lee (Zayzee) Spagat
Sam Schwartz
Diane Schwartz
Allan (Andy) Schwartz
Howard Schwartz
Esther (Patchee) Spagat
The Szpagat Families lost in the
Shoah f

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Lynn Stone

Merv Stone (V)
Albert (Bert) Robins (V)
Rae Robins
Morris Kopel
Lily Kopel

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Marion Tully

Ben Tully
Mary Tully
Jack Tully
Esther Jacobson
Albert Jacobson

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Leonard Vanek
and Arlene Lax

Morris Vanek
Faye Vanek
Helen Lax
Joseph Lax

Remembered by:

In Memory of:

Janice and Gordon Yazer

Miriam Ostrow
Nathan Ostrow (V)
Florence Yazer
Mendle Yazer
Family and Friends
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Gay Avruskin & Harry Sloim
In loving memory of
Wilfred Avruskin
Evelyn Avruskin
Michael Avruskin
Carolina Sloim

Gloria and Morris Dadoun
In loving memory of
Hasiba Dadoun
Messod Dadoun
Belle Brodsky
Jack Brodsky

Laurie and Mark Bernick
& family
In loving memory of
Florence Koven
Al Bernick
Ann Bernick

Phyllis and Stanley Dantowitz
In loving memory of
Henriette Dantowitz
Gerhard Dantowitz
Mary Coles
Ben Coles

Ian Borer & family
In loving memory of
Doris Borer
Morrie Borer

Gail and Martin Eisen
& family
In loving memory of
Robert Eisen

Marla Levant-Bornstein
and Sheldon Bornstein
In loving memory of
Ben Levant
Ruth Levant
Sara Levant

Anita Ekstein
In loving memory of
Frank Ekstein
Fishel Helfgott
Edzia Helfgott

Susan Cohen
In loving memory of
Sam Schaenfield
Dora Schaenfield
David Cohen
In loving memory of
Moishe Cohen
Chaya Cohen
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Linda Friedman
In loving memory of
Frank Shandler
Sylvia Shandler
Allen Shandler
Patti, Joshua, Eric
and Mitchell Glazer
In loving memory of
J.J. Glazer
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Sonia Goldlust
In loving memory of
Cantor Morris Goldlust

Brenda Kaman & family
In loving memory of
Norman Kaman

Rebecca, Elaine
and Gerry Golosky
In loving memory of
Albert Golosky

Estelle Keshen
In loving memory of
Edward Keshen
Mollie Sigal
Max Sigal

Sharon Haniford
& family
In loving memory of
Edna Haniford,
Ellis (Ellie) Haniford (V)
Anne Haniford
Kyle, Rachel & Benjamin Harris
In loving memory of
Julius (Jake) Karlinsky
Charlotte (Sharna) Karlinsky
Judith Holzman & Harry Cohen
& grandchildren
In loving memory of
Renee Holzman-Harendorf
David Holzman
Sybil, Lauragaye, Elliot,
Kyle & Colby Jackson
In loving memory of
Shelley Jackson
Sybil Jackson
In loving memory of
Esther Jacobson
Albert Jacobson
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Arnold Klotz
In loving memory of
Sarah Klotz
Louis Klotz
Frances and Stephen Kraft
In loving memory of
Eugene Tozman (V)
Roslyn and Morry Lewis
In loving memory of
Lionel Miller
Helen Lewis
David and Lynne Lurie & family
and Pat Samuels
In loving memory of
Harry Samuels
David and Lynne Lurie
In loving memory of
Victor Lurie
Melanie Aronowich
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Kim and Paul Manson
In loving memory of
Joel Shapiro
Lois Harris
Paula and Elie Mastey
In memory of
Elaine Dinardo
Paula and Elie Mastey
& family
In loving memory of
Rachel Gindel
Debbie Matteus, Claudia Rotenber
and Family
In loving memory of
Lse Matheus
Gershon Matteus
Carol and Nelson Modlin
& family
In loving memory of
Sonia Kagan
Iser Kagan
Leah Modlinsky
Harry Modlinsky
Richard and Naomi Nurgitz
In loving memory of
Sally Nurgitz
Barney Nurgitz
Michael Aaron Nurgitz
Norman Direnfeld
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Karen and Barry Reinblatt
& Family
In loving memory of
Eugene Tozman
Sidney Reinblatt
Charlotte Reinblatt
Neil Reinblatt
Ruth and Mark Rosenhek
In loving memory of
Raoul Darmon
Clarence Rosenhek
Elise Rose & Alex Roth
In loving memory of
Arthur Rose
Bernard Roth
Helen Roth
Baruch Fried
Rhoda Shack
In loving memory
Minnie Silverberg
Nathan Silverberg
Albert Shack
Norman and Judy Silver
In loving memory of
Albert Jacobson
Esther Jacobson
Harry Silver
Rose Silver
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The Simkevitz Family
In loving memory of
Frank Simkevitz
Joseph Simkevitz
Jerry Diamond
Jo-Anne & Mark Slobodsky
In loving memory of
Bernard Tugg
Helen Tugg
Sonia Slobodsky
Cecil Slobodsky
Pattie, Darren, Jessica
& Lesley Stulberg
In loving memory of
Rose Stein
Sidney Stein

Irene Urowitz and Ellen Urowitz
In loving memory of
Stephen Urowitz
The Wronzberg Family
& Friends
In loving memory of
Alexis Wronzberg
Joseph Greenfield
Shelley Zimmerman-Stone
& Family
In loving memory of
Melvin Zimmerman (V)
Dorothy Zimmerman

Anita Szmuilowicz
In loving memory of
Bela Mogyoros
Magda Mogyoros
Risa and Hersh Tencer
In loving memory of
Rubin Tencer
Greg, Jennifer, Danya
and Yona Tugg
In loving memory of
Donna Cipin
Ron Tugg
Reuben Cipin
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Shavuot
Ruth Speaks to Naomi
“Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.
Your people will be my people and your God my God.”
Ruth 1:16
Really, there is not much to love
in this world. Maybe sparrows,
children laughing in the morning.
But ---your God forgive me—
if I knew I had to sleep forever tonight,
my tired heart would survive it.
We are widows now, the shriveled leaves
that blow along the rooftops.
We are worth nothing
but the measure of loneliness
We can remove from each other.
Of course I must follow you,
Naomi, from Moab to Bethlehem
to the musty corner of our home,
where we will boil the grain and sweep the dirt,
comb each other’s hair in the evening
and feel the coarse curls fall
between our fingers.
- From Poems of Ruth by Tania Runyan
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Passover
Tell me: how is this night different
from all other nights?
How, tell me, is this Passover
different from other Passovers?
Light the lamp, open the door wide
So that pilgrim can come in, Gentile or Jew;
Under the rags perhaps the prophet is concealed.
Let him enter and sit down with us,
Let him listen, drink, sing and celebrate Passover;
Let him consume the bread of affliction,
The Pascal Lamb, sweet maror and bitter herbs.
This is the night of differences
In which you lean your elbow on the table,
Since the forbidden becomes prescribed,
Evil is translated into good.
We spend the night recounting
Far-off events full of wonder,
And because of all the wine
The mountains will skip like rams.
Tonight they exchange questions:
The wise, the godless, the simple-minded and the child.
And time reverses its course,
Today flowing back into yesterday,
Like a river enclosed as its mouth.
Each of us has been a slave in Egypt,
Soaked straw and clay with sweat,
And crossed the sea dry footed.
You too, stranger.
This year in fear and shame,
Next year in virtue and justice.
- Primo Levi
Auschwitz survivor and novelist, Italy
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Shemini Atzeret
A Prayer for Rain
Millennia ago, the earth was washed in water
connections sparked unimaginable across the water
the life we know begins cradled in water
each human being emerges in a flood of water
from ancient times we’ve prayed to God for water
not too much, not too little, just enough water
this year the landscape I first knew lacked water
grasslands parched, thirsting for drops of water
this year the hills where I live ran with water
seeping through roofs, swelling doors shut with water
to mark holy times we immerse ourselves in water
washing our old hurts away in water
in the city of gold rooftop tanks collect water
those who have and those who lack fight over water
in the beginning, presence hovered over water
mysterious and unknowable like deep water
the bodies we inhabit are made of water
our veins and tissues stay functional through water
we couldn’t stand and offer praise without water
source of all, be kind to us: send water.
- Rabbi Rachel Barenblat
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Psalm 121
1. A song for ascents. I shall raise my
eyes to the mountains, from where
will my help come?

שא ֵ ֖עינַי אֶל־
ּׂ ָ ֣ שיר לַ ֽ ֽ֫ ַ ּמעֲל֥ ֹות ֶא
ִׁ ֗ א
:הֶ ֽה ִ ָ֑רים ֵ֜מ ַ֗אי ִן י ָ֥ב ֹא ֶעז ִ ְֽרי

2. My help is from the Lord, the Maker
of heaven and earth.

שׁמַ ֥ י ִם
ָ שה
ׂ ֵ ֗ ֹ ב ֶעז ְִרי מ ִ ֵ֣עם י ְה ָ ֹו֑ה ֜ע
:וָאָ ֶֽרץ

3. He will not allow your foot to falter;
Your Guardian will not slumber.

גַאל־י ִ֣תֵ ּן ל ַּ֣מֹוט ַרג ְֶלָ֑ך ַאל־ ָ֜ינ֗ ּום
:שׁ ֹמ ֶ ְֽרָך
ֽ

4. Behold the Guardian of Israel will
neither slumber nor sleep.

שן
ׁ ָ ֑ ד ִה ֚ ּנֵה ֹל֣ א ָי֖נּום וְֹל֣ א י ִי
:ש ָׂראֵ ֽל
ְ ִ ׁ֜שֹו ֵ֗מר י

5. The Lord is your Guardian; the Lord
is your shadow; [He is] by your right
hand.

שׁ ֹמ ֶ ְ֑רָך י ְה ֹוָ ֥ה ִ֜צ ְל ָּ֗ך עַל־
ֽ הי ְה ֹוָ ֥ה
:ַי ֥ד יְמִינֶ ָֽך

6. By day, the sun will not smite you,
nor will the moon at night.

שמֶׁש ֹלֽא־ ַ֜י ֗ ֶ ּכ ָכּה ְוי ֵ ָ֥ר ַח
ּׁ ֶ ֥ ויֹו ָ֗מם ַה
:ַ ּב ָֽ ּליְלָה

7. The Lord will guard you from all
evil; He will guard your soul.

ש ׁ֗מ ֹר
ְ ּל־רע ִ֜י
ְ ִ ז ְי ֽה ֹ֗ ָוה י
֑ ָ שׁמ ְָרָך֥ ִמ ָכ
:ְשָׁך
ֽ ֶ אֶת־נַפ

8. The Lord will guard your going out
and your coming in from now and
to eternity.

ּובֹואָך
ְ ִ ח ְי ֽה ֹ֗ ָוה י
ֶ֑
֥שׁמָר־צֵ ֽאתְ ָך
:֜מֵ ֽע ַ֗תָ ּה ְועַד־עֹולָ ֽם
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Mourner’s Kaddish
Mourners
Yit-gaddal v’yitkaddash sh’meit rabba b’alma di v’ra, ki-ruteih,
v’yamlikh malkhuteih b’hayyeikhon u-v’yomeikhon u-v’hayyei
d’khol beit yisra-el, ba-agalau-viz’man kariv, v’imru Amen.
Congregation and mourners
Y’hei sh’meih ravva m’varakh l’alam u-l’almei almayya.
Mourners
Yitbarakh v’yishtabbah v”yitpa-ar v”yitroman v’yitnassei v’yit-haddar
V’vit-alleh v’yit-hallal sh’mrih d’kudsha, b’rikh hu, l’eilla l’eilla mi-kol
Birkhata v’shirata tushb’hata v’nehamata da-amiran b’alma, v’imru Amen
Y’hei sh’lama rabba min sh’mayya v’hayyim aleinu v’al kol yisra-el,
v’imru Amen
Oseh salom bi-m’romav hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu v’al kol yisra-el (v’al
kol yosh’ve teiveil), v’imru Amen
May God’s great name be exalted and hallowed throughout the
created world, as is God’s wish.
May God’s sovereignty soon be established, in your lifetime
and in your days, and in the days of all the House of all the
House of Israel. Amen
May God’s great name be acknowledged forever and ever!
May the name of the Holy One be acknowledged and celebrated,
lauded and worshipped, exalted and honoured, exalted and
acclaimed-through God, who is blessed, B’rikh hu, is truly beyond
all acknowledgment and praise, and any expressions of gratitude
or consolation ever spoken in the world. Amen
May abundant peace from heaven, and life, come to us and to all Israel.
May the One who brings harmony on high bring harmony to us and to
all Israel [and to all who dwell on earth]. Amen
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Mourner’s Kaddish
שׁמֵּה ַר ָבּא.
י ִתְ גַּדַ ּל ְוי ִתְ קַדַ ּׁש ְ
ְבּ ָע ְלמָא דִ ּי ב ְָרא כ ְִרעּותֵ ּה ְוי ַ ְמלִיְך ַמלְכּותֵ ּה
ִשראֵל
ְ ּב ַחיֵּיכון ּובְיומֵיכון ּו ְב ַחיֵּי דְ כָל ֵבּית י ָ
ַבּ ֲעגָלָא ּו ִבזְמַן ק ִָריבְ ,ו ִאמְרּו ָאמֵן:
שׁמֵּה ַר ָבּא ְמב ַָרְך ְל ָעלַם ּו ְל ָע ְלמֵי ָע ְל ַמיָּא:
יְהֵא ְ
שׁתַ ּ ַבּח ְוי ִתְ ָפַּאר ְוי ִתְ רומַם ְוי ִתְ נַּשא
י ִתְ ָב ַּרְך ְוי ִ ְ
שׁאְ .ב ִּריְך הּוא.
שׁמֵּה דְ ּקֻדְ ָ
ְוי ִתְ הַדָ ּר ְוי ִתְ ַע ֶלּה ְוי ִתְ ַה ָלּל ְ
ׁירתָ א
ש ָ
ְל ֵע ָלּא מִן ָכּל ִב ְּרכָתָ א בעשי”תְ :ל ֵע ָלּא ְל ֵע ָלּא ִמ ָכּל ְו ִ
ִירן ְבּ ָע ְלמָאְ .ו ִאמְרּו ָאמֵן:
שׁ ְ ּבחָתָ א ְונֶ ֱחמָתָ א דַ ּ ֲאמ ָ
תֻ ּ ְ
ִשראֵל.
שׁ ַמיָּא ְו ַחיִּים ָעלֵינּו ְועַל ָכּל י ָ
ש ָלמָא ַר ָבּא מִן ְ
יְהֵא ְ ׁ
ְו ִאמְרּו ָאמֵן:
ִשראֵל
שׁלֹום ָעלֵינּו ְועַל ָכּל י ָ
ש ֹה ָ
שׁלֹום ִבּמְרומָיו הּוא י ַ ֲע ֶ
עֹושֶה ָ
ְו ִאמְרּו ָאמֵן:
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ִמז ְ֥מֹור לְדָ ִו֑ד י ְהוָ ֥ה ֝ר ֹ ִ֗עי ֹל֣ א ֶאח ְָסֽר׃
ַל־מי ְמנֻח֣ ֹות יְנַהֲלֵ ֽנִי׃
ֶ ּ ִֶ ּבנ ְ֣אֹות ֭ד
֖ ֵ ּיצנִי ע
֑ ֵ שׁא י ְַר ִב
שׁמֹֽו׃
ְ ְׁשֹובב ַיֽנ ֵ ְ֥חנִי ְב ַמ ְעגְּלֵי־ ֝ ֗ ֶצדֶ ק ל ַ ְ֣מעַן
ׁ ִ ֥ נַ ְפ
֑ ֵ שי י
שׁ ַענ ְ֗תֶ ָּך ֵ ֣ה ָמּה
ְ שׁ ְבטְָך֥ ּו֝ ִמ
ִ ּי־ַאתָ ּה ִע ָמ ִ ּ֑די
֥ ּ֤גַם ִ ּכֽי־ ֵא ֵ֨לְך ְבּגֵ ֪יא ַצ ְל ָ֡מוֶת ֹלא־ ִ֘א ָ ֤ירא ָ֗רע ִכ
י ְנַ ֽח ֲֻמֽנִי׃
ּכֹוס֥י ְר ָו ָי ֽה׃
ִ שי
ׁ ִ ֗ שמֶן ֝ר ֹא
ּׁ ֶ ֥ שנְתָ ּ ַב
ּׁ ַ ֖ ּ ִש ְל ָ֗חן נֶ ֥גֶד צ ְֹר ָ ֑רי ד
ׁ ֻ תַ ּע ֲ֬ר ְֹך ְל ָפ ַ֨ני ׀
שׁב ְ֥תִ ּי ְ ּבבֵית־ ֝י ְה ֗ ָוה ל ְ֣א ֹ ֶרְך י ָמִ ֽים׃
ַ ַ ֤אְך ׀ ֤טֹוב ו ֶ ָ֣חסֶד ֭ י ִ ְרדְ ּפּונִי ָכּל־י ֵ ְ֣מי ַח ּ֑י ָי ְו
ADONAI is my shepherd; I shall not want.
God gives me repose in green meadows.
Leading me beside still waters.
God revives my spirit and guides me in paths of righteousness
for that is God’s essence.
Though I walk in the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no harm,
for You are at my side.
Your staff and Your rod comfort me.
You prepare a banquet for me in the presence of my foes.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and kindness shall be my portion all the days of my life.
And I shall dwell in the House of ADONAI forever.
- Psalm 23
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Prayer in Memory of all Dead
שכִינָה
ּׁ ְ  ַה ְמצֵא מְנּוחָה נְכֹונָה תַ ּחַת ַ ּכנְפֵי ַה.אֵל ָמלֵא ַר ֲחמִים ׁשֹוכֵן ַבּ ְמּרֹומִים.
 ֵאלֶה-שׁמֹות ָכּל
ְ ִ לנ,ִירים
ִ ְהֹורים ְכּזֹהַר ה ָָרקִי ַע ַמזְה
ִ שׁים ּוט
ִ ְבּ ַמעֲלֹות קְדֹו
. ְבּגַן עֵדֶ ן תְ ּהִי מְנּוחָתָ ם,שׁ ָהלַכו לְעֹולָמם
ֶ ,שׁ ִהזְ ַכ ְּרנּו הַיֹום ִלב ְָרכָה
ֶ
.ירם ְבּסֵתֶ ר ְ ּכנָפֶיָך לְעֹו ָלמִים
ֵ ִָאנָּא ַבּעַל ה ַָר ֲחמִים ַהסְת
. יְי ָ הּוא נַ ֲחלָתָ ם.שׁמֹותֵ יהֶם
ְ ִּוצְרֹור ִ ּבצְרֹור ַה ַחיִּים אֶת נ
: וְנ ֹאמַר ָאמֵן.ש ְכּבֹותֵ יהֶם
ׁ ְ שׁלֹום עַל ִמ
ָ ְוי ָנּוחּו ְב
Exalted, compassionate God, grant perfect peace in Your sheltering presence,
among the holy and pure, whose radiance is like the heavens, to the souls of
all those we have recalled today. May their memory be a blessing, and may
they rest in paradise.
Master of mercy, may they find eternal shelter beneath Your sheltering wings,
and may their souls be bound up in the bond of life. ADONAI is their portion.
May they rest in peace. And let us say: Amen

- 21 127841 Yizkor Book.indd 47

2019-09-19 3:31 PM

In Memory of Congregants Who Died During
the Past Year
.שׁ ָהלְכּו לְעֹו ָלמָם
ֶ שׁמֹות ֶחב ְֵרי ַה ָקּהָל ַה ָקּדֹוׁש ַהזֶה
ְ ִיִזְּכֹור אֱֹלהִים נ
. ּותְ הִי מְנּוחָתָ ם ָכּבֹוד.ָאנָּא תִ ּ ְהי ֶינָה נַפְׁשֹותֵ יהֶם צְרּורֹות ִ ּבצְרֹור ַה ַחי ִים
: ָאמֵן. נְעִמֹות ִבּימִינְָך נֶצַח. ָ ּפנֶיָך-שׂמָחֹות אֶת
ְ ׂשבַע
Exalted, compassionate God, grant perfect peace in Your presence among the
holy and the pure, to the souls of the members of Beth David Congregation
who have passed away since we last gathered in this Sanctuary.
May their memory endure as an inspiration for deeds of truth, loyalty and
kindness;
May their resting place be in the celestial Garden of Eden;
May the Master of Mercy shelter them in the shelter of His wings for eternity;
May He bind their souls in the bonds of life; Adonai is their portion; May they
rest in peace.
Amen

q

In Memory of a Relative Who Was Hurtful
Dear God,
You know my heart. Indeed, you know me better than I know myself, So I
turn to you before I rise for kaddish.
My emotions swirl as I say this prayer. The person I remember was not kind
to me. His/her death left me with a legacy of unhealed wounds, of anger and
dismay that a loved one could hurt someone as I was hurt. I do not want to
pretend to love, or to feel grief that I do not feel, but I do want to do what is
right as a Jew.
Help me, O God, to subdue my bitter emotions that do me no good, and to find
that place in myself where happier memories may be hidden and where grief
for all that could have been may be calmed by forgiveness, or at least soothed
by the passage of time.
I pray that You who raised up slaves to freedom, will liberate me from the
oppression of my hurt and anger and that You will lead me from the desert to
Your holy place.
- Robert Saks
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Prayer in Memory of Brothers,
Sisters, and other Relatives and Friends
 ָאנָּא תִ ּ ְהי ֶינָה נַפְׁשֹותֵ יהֶם.שׁ ָהלְכּו לְעֹו ָלמָם
ֶ שׁמֹות קְרֹובַי
ְ ִיִזְּכֹור אֱֹלהִים נ
. ָ ּפנֶיָך-שׂמָחֹות אֶת
ְ  ׂשבַע. ּותְ הִי מְנּוחָתָ ם ָכּבֹוד.צְרּורֹות ִ ּבצְרֹור ַה ַחי ִים
: ָאמֵן.נְעִמֹות ִבּימִינְָך נֶצַח
May God remember the soul of, [name], and of all my relatives and
friends who have gone to their eternal home. In loving testimony to
their lives, I offer charity to help perpetuate ideals important to
them. Through such deeds, and through prayer and memory, are their
souls bound up in the bond of life.
May they rest eternally in dignity and peace. Amen

q

Prayer in Memory of Martyrs
.שׁם
ֵ שׁם עַל קִּדּוׁש ַה
ָ נַ ְפ-שׁ ָמסְרּו אֶת
ֶ ש ָׂראֵל
ְ ִ ַאחֵינּו ְ ּבנֵי י-שׁמֹות ָכּל
ְ ִיִזְּכֹור אֱֹלהִים נ
ּבּורתָ ם
ָ ְשּׁמַע ְ ּב ַחי ֵינּו הֵד ג
ָ ִ  ָאנָּא י.שׁמָתָ ם
ְ ִנֹודֶ בֶת צְדָ קָה ְבּעַד ַהזְ ָכ ַּרת נ/ִהנְנִי נֹודֵ ב
שׂינּו טֹהַר ִל ָבּם ותִ ּ ְהי ֶינָה נַפְׁשֹותֵ יהֶם
ֵ ּו ְמסִירּותָ ם ְוי ֵָראֶה ְבּ ַמ ֲע
. ָ ּפנֶיָך-שׂמָחֹות אֶת
ְ  ׂשבַע.צְרּורֹות ִ ּבצְרֹור ַה ַחי ִים ּותְ הִי מְנּוחָתָ ם ָכּבֹוד
: ָאמֵן.נְעִמֹות ִבּימִינְָך נֶצַח
May God remember the souls of our fellow Jews, martyrs of our people,
who gave their lives for the sanctification of God’s name. In their
memory do I offer charity. May their bravery, dedication and purity
be reflected in our lives.
May their souls be bound up in the bond of life.
May they rest eternally in dignity and peace. Amen
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Prayer in Memory of a Son
ְרּורה
ָ  ָאנָּא תְ ּהִי נַפְׁשֹו צ.שׁ ָהלְַך לְעֹולָמֹו
ֶ שׁמַת ְ ּבנִי הָָאהּוב
ְ ִיִזְּכֹור אֱֹלהִים נ
. ָ ּפנֶיָך-שׂמָחֹות אֶת
ְ  ׂשבַע. ּותְ הִי מְנּוחָתֹו ָכּבֹוד.ִ ּבצְרֹור ַה ַחי ִים
: ָאמֵן.נְעִמֹות ִבּימִינְָך נֶצַח
May God remember the soul of my beloved son, [name], who has gone to
his eternal home. In loving testimony to his life, I offer charity to help
perpetuate ideals important to him. Through such deeds, and through prayer
and memory, may his soul be bound up in the bond of life. I am grateful for
the sweetness of his life and for what he accomplished.
May he rest eternally in dignity and peace. Amen

q

Prayer in Memory of a Daughter
ְרּורה
ָ  ָאנָּא תְ ּהִי נַפְׁשֹו צ.שׁ ָה ְלכָה לְעֹולָמֹו
ֶ שׁמַת ִבּתִ ּי ָהאֲהּובָה
ְ ִיִזְּכֹור אֱֹלהִים נ
. ָ ּפנֶיָך-שׂמָחֹות אֶת
ְ  ׂשבַע. ּותְ הִי מְנּוחָתֹו ָכּבֹוד.ִ ּבצְרֹור ַה ַחי ִים
: ָאמֵן.נְעִמֹות ִבּימִינְָך נֶצַח
May God remember the soul of my beloved daughter, [name], who has
gone to her eternal home. In loving testimony to her life, I offer charity to
help perpetuate ideals important to her. Through such deeds, and through
prayer and memory, may her soul be bound up in the bond of life. I am
grateful for the sweetness of her life and for what she accomplished.
May she rest eternally in dignity and peace. Amen
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Prayer in Memory of a Husband
ְרּורה
ָ  ָאנָּא תְ ּהִי נַפְׁשֹו צ.שׁ ָהלְַך לְעֹולָמֹו
ֶ שׁמַת ַבּ ְעלִי
ְ ִיִזְּכֹור אֱֹלהִים נ
. ָ ּפנֶיָך-שׂמָחֹות אֶת
ְ  ׂשבַע. ּותְ הִי מְנּוחָתֹו ָכּבֹוד.ִ ּבצְרֹור ַה ַחי ִים
: ָאמֵן.נְעִמֹות ִבּימִינְָך נֶצַח
May God remember the soul of my beloved husband, [name], who has gone to
his eternal home. In loving testimony to his life, I offer charity to help
perpetuate ideals important to him. Through such deeds, and through prayer
and memory, may his soul be bound up in the bond of life. The memory of
our companionship and love leads me out of loneliness into all that we shared
which still endures.
May he rest eternally in dignity and peace. Amen

q

Prayer in Memory of a Wife
ְרּורה
ָ שּׁה צ
ָ  ָאנָּא תְ ּהִי נַ ְפ.שׁ ָה ְלכָה לְעֹו ָלמָּה
ֶ שׁתִ ּי
ְ שׁמַת ִא
ְ ִיִזְּכֹור אֱֹלהִים נ
. ָ ּפנֶיָך-שׂמָחֹות אֶת
ְ  ׂשבַע. ּותְ הִי מְנּוחָתָ ּה ָכּבֹוד.ִ ּבצְרֹור ַה ַחי ִים
: ָאמֵן.נְעִמֹות ִבּימִינְָך נֶצַח
May God remember the soul of my beloved wife, [name], who has gone
to her eternal home. In loving testimony to her life, I offer charity to help
perpetuate ideals important to her. Through such deeds, and through prayer
and memory, may her soul be bound up in the bond of life. “Many women
have done superbly, but you surpass them all”. The memory of our
companionship and love leads me out of loneliness into all that we shared
which still endures.
May she rest eternally in dignity and peace. Amen
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We Rise
Silently read all relevant passages.
Personal meditations may be added.

Prayer in Memory of a Father
ְרּורה
ָ  ָאנָּא תְ ּהִי נַפְׁשֹו צ.שׁ ָהלְַך לְעֹולָמֹו
ֶ מֹורי
ִ שׁמַת ָאבִי
ְ ִיִזְּכֹור אֱֹלהִים נ
. ָ ּפנֶיָך-שׂמָחֹות אֶת
ְ  ׂשבַע. ּותְ הִי מְנּוחָתֹו ָכּבֹוד.ִ ּבצְרֹור ַה ַחי ִים
: ָאמֵן.נְעִמֹות ִבּימִינְָך נֶצַח
May God remember the soul of my beloved father, [name], who has gone
to his eternal home. In loving testimony to his life, I offer charity to help
perpetuate ideals important to him. Through such deeds, and through prayer
and memory, may his soul be bound up in the bond of life. May these
moments of meditation link me more strongly with his memory and with
our entire family.
May he rest eternally in dignity and peace. Amen

q

Prayer in Memory of a Mother
ְרּורה
ָ שּׁה צ
ָ  ָאנָּא תְ ּהִי נַ ְפ.שׁ ָה ְלכָה לְעֹו ָלמָּה
ֶ מֹורתִ י
ָ שׁמַת ִאמִי
ְ ִיִזְּכֹור אֱֹלהִים נ
. ָ ּפנֶיָך-שׂמָחֹות אֶת
ְ  ׂשבַע. ּותְ הִי מְנּוחָתָ ּה ָכּבֹוד.ִ ּבצְרֹור ַה ַחי ִים
: ָאמֵן.נְעִמֹות ִבּימִינְָך נֶצַח
May God remember the soul of my beloved mother, [name], who has gone
to her eternal home. In loving testimony to her life, I offer charity to help
perpetuate ideals important to her. Through such deeds, and through prayer
and memory, may her soul be bound up in the bond of life. May these
moments of meditation link me more strongly with her memory and with
our entire family.
May she rest eternally in dignity and peace. Amen
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Our God and God of our ancestors, in this hour sacred to memory,
when the past and the future merge, we thank You for the blessings
that come to us through the life and devotion of our dear ones.
For many of us, this hour recalls the memory of beloved parents whom
You have removed from their earthly tasks and called home to You.
We are ever mindful of the devotion with which they tended and guided
us, the sacrifices they made, the joys and comforts they brought us.
They are forever bound to us by undying love.
There are those among us who call to mind a departed husband or wife.
There are parents in our midst who mourn a beloved child taken from them.
We reverently recall the martyrs of Israel of all ages, whose ranks
have been tragically augmented by numbers in our generation. Never
shall we forget those who sacrificed their lives al kiddush hashem, for the
sanctification of Your name. We remember also the heroes and righteous
men and women of all nations who lived and died for justice, truth and
peace.
Though our departed are no longer with us, their memories are forever
enshrined in our hearts and their influence abides with us, directing our
thoughts and deeds toward the lofty purposes they cherished and for
which they strived.
O Lord, as we recall our departed and the blessings they bequeathed unto
us, we pray that You keep their souls united with ours in the bond of life.
Amen.
- The Leibowitz Blog, September 2012
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Yizkor
The Jewish Memorial Service
Yizkor means “may God remember”, from the Hebrew root Zachor.
It is recited four times a year in the Synagogue: on Yom Kippur,
Shemini Atzeret, the eighth day of Passover, and on the second day of
Shavuot.
Originally, Yizkor was recited only on Yom Kippur. Its primary purpose
was to honour the deceased by committing to giving Tzedakah (charity)
in their memory, on the theory that the good deeds of the survivors
elevated the souls of the departed. It also enhanced the chances for
personal atonement by doing a deed of loving kindness.

A Yizkor Prayer
In this solemn hour consecrated to our beloved dead, we ponder
over the flight of time, the frailty and uncertainty of human life. We ask
ourselves: What are we? What is our life? To what purpose our
wisdom and knowledge? Wherein is our strength, our power, our
fame? Alas, we seem born to trouble, and our years are few and
full of travail.
But our great teachers have taught us to penetrate beneath appearances
and see the higher worth, the deeper meaning, and the abiding glory of
human life.
“O Lord, what are we, that You are mindful of us? And our children that
You consider them? Yet You made us but little less than divine. And
have crowned us with glory and honour.”
You have implanted within us the faith to overcome disillusionment
and despair, the power to resist evil, the wisdom to use our gifts
nobly, and the will to transform chaos and misery into harmony and
happiness. When we loosen the bands of wickedness, free the
oppressed, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, bring cheer into the
lives of those in distress, when we strive for justice and the coming
of Your kingdom, we invest our own lives with high significance.
Physically, we are like a breath, but spiritually we can attain divine heights.
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Where Is Grandma?
The young child asked
“Where is Grandma?”
the adults gasped
Not knowing what to say
Certainly not in the earth
Buried, covered over with soil and small rocks
Certainly not in the heavens
Distant, far off, a fantasy of the imagination.
Much closer than earth, much closer than heaven
Grandma, dear child, is within us all.
In memories of her kindness and goodness
not faint echoes but forces that resonate each day
Grandma is in our tenderness with each other, in our loyalty
to family friends, in our love of our people.
Nothing noble dies with death.
Warm embraces, wise counsel do not evaporate into the air.
Grandma is not “where” but “when”
Whenever we gather together to celebrate festivals
Whenever we offer help to the poor, the homeless, the sick,
Whenever we defend the innocent
raise our voice against injustice
Grandma’s influence is present...
- Rabbi Harold M. Schulweis z”l
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My Memory Library
There are moments I can think of
that would lift my spirits every time.
The moments when you picked me
up,
when the road was hard to climb.

Imagine if I was given one moment,
just a single slice of my past.
I could hold it close forever,
and that moment would always last.
I’d put the moment in a safe,
within my heart’s abode.
I could open it when I wanted,
and only I would know the code.

For me to only pick one moment
to cherish, save and keep
is proving really difficult,
as I’ve gathered up a heap!

I could choose a time of laughing,
a time of happiness and fun.
I could choose a time that tied me
through everything I’ve done.
I sat and thought about what moment
would always make me smile.
One that would always push me
to walk that extra mile.
If I’m feeling sad and low,
if I’m struggling with what to do,
I can go and open my little safe
and watch my moment through.

I’ve dug deep inside my heart,
found the safe and looked inside
There was room for lots of moments;
in fact, hundreds if I tried.
I’m building my own little library,
embedded in my heart,
for all the moments spent with you
before you had to part.
I can open it up whenever I like,
pick a moment and watch it through,
My little library acts as a promise
I’ll never ever forget you.
- Sarah Blackstone
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Prelude To Yizkor
The following prayers may be recited by
worshippers who wish to remain in the
Sanctuary while others are reciting Yizkor.
Almighty God, while those who have lost their parents and their dear
ones call to mind those who have gone to their eternal rest, I at this
solemn moment raise my eyes to You, the Giver of Life, and from a
grateful heart, thank You for Your mercy in having preserved the life
of my beloved father and mother.
May it be Your will, O Lord my God and the God of my ancestors,
to bless them with health and strength, so that they may be with me
for many years to come. Bless them even as they have blessed me,
and guard them even as they have guarded me.
In return for all their love, affection, and the sacrifices which they have
made for me, may I bring them joy and lighten their cares. May it be
my privilege to help them in every way that lies within my power; may
I learn to understand and recognize the duty I owe to them, that I may
never have cause to reproach myself when it is too late.
Shield my home from all sorrow. May peace and harmony and Your
divine spirit ever reign within its walls. Keep me true to You and to
all with whom I come in contact so that I may do Your will with a
perfect heart.
Amen

q
Their Memories Illuminate Our World
There are stars whose light reaches the earth
only after they themselves have disintegrated
And there are individuals whose memory
lights the world after they have passed from it
These lights shine in the darkest night and
Illuminate for us the path.
- Hannah Senesh
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Yom Kippur
Psalm for the Season of Repentance
Psalm 27 --- A Psalm of David

The Lord is my light and my help;
Whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
Though a host should encamp against me,
My heart shall not fear;
Though war were waged against me,
even then would I be confident
One blessing have I asked of the Lord;
This one do I desire:
To dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to behold the graciousness of the Lord,
and enter into His sanctuary.
For He concealeth me in His tabernacle on the day of trouble;
He hideth me in the shelter of His tent;
He lifteth me up upon a rock of safety.
Hear me, O Lord, when I call;
Be gracious unto me, and answer me.
My heart says: “Seek God,”
Indeed, O Lord, earnestly will I seek Thee.
Conceal not Thy presence from me..
Though hast ever been my help;
O God, cast me not off, nor forsake me..
Teach me thy ways, O Lord,
and lead me on the level path.
Yea, I have faith that I shall yet experience the goodness
of the Lord in the land of the living.
Trust in the Lord;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
yea, put your trust in the Lord.
- 10 -
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blessed is the word that cannot say the glory
that shines through us and remains to shine
flowing past distant suns on the way to forever Amen
Blessed is the light, blessed is darkness
but blessed above all else is peace
which bears the fruits of knowledge
on strong branches. Amen.
Peace that bears joy in the world,
Peace that enables love, peace over Israel
Everywhere, blessed and holy is peace. Amen.
- Marge Piercy

q

Yom Kippur

Psalm for the Season of Repentance
Psalm 27 --- A Psalm of David

ִירא י ְהוָ ֥ה מָ ֽעֹוז־ ֝ ַח ּ֗י ַי ִמ ֥ ִ ּמי ֶאפ ְָחֽד׃
אֹורי ֭ ְוי ִ ְ
לְדָ ֨ ִוד ׀ י ָ
ְהו֤ה ׀ ִ ֣
שׁעִי ִמ ֣ ִ ּמי א ָ ֑
שׁל֣ ּו ְונָפָ ֽלּו׃
ש ִ ֥רי צ ַ ָ֣רי וְאֹי ַ ְ֣בי ִל֑י ֵ ֖ה ָמּה ָכ ְ
ִ ּבק ְ֤ר ֹב ָע ַ֨לי ׀ מ ְֵרעִים֮ ֶלא ֱ֪כ ֹל אֶת־ ְבּ ֫ ָ ׂ

בֹוטחַ׃
אִם־תַ ּ ֲח ֶ֬נה ָע ַ֨לי ׀ ַמ ֲחנֶה֮ ֹלֽא־י ָ ִ֪ירא ִ֫ל ּ֥ ִבי אִם־תָ ּ֣קּום ֭ ָעלַי ִמ ְלח ָ ָ֑מה ֝ ְ ּב ֗ז ֹאת ֲא ִנ֣י ֵ ֽ

ֵית־י ְהוָה ָכּל־י ֵ ְ֣מי ַח ּ֑י ַי ַל ֲחזֹ֥ות
ש ַ ׁ֣אלְתִ ּי מֵ ֽאֵת־י ְהוָה֮ ָ
ַאחת ׀ ָ
ַ֤
אֹותּ֪ה ֲא ַ֫ב ֥ ֵ ּקׁש ִשׁ ְב ֣תִ ּי ְבּב ֭
ְבּנֹֽעַם־ ֝י ְה ֗ ָוה ּו ְל ַב ֥ ֵ ּקר ְבּהֵי ָכלֹֽו׃
ּ֤ ִכי י ִ ְצ ְ ּפ ֵ֨ננִי ׀ ְבּסֻכ ֹּה֮ ְבּי֪ ֹום ָ֫ר ָע֥ה ֭ י ַסְתִ ֵּרנִי ְב ֵ ּ֣סתֶ ר ָאה ֳ֑לֹו ֝ ְ ּב ֗צּור י ְרֹומְמֵ ֽנִי׃
ירה
ש ָ
רּועה ָא ֥ ִ ׁ
ְוע ַ֨תָ ּה י ָ֪רּום ר ֹא ֡ ִ ׁ
שי ַ ֤על ֽא ֹי ְ ַ֬בי סְ ֽבִיבֹותַ֗ י ְו ֶאזְ ְב ָ ּ֣חה ֭ ְבָאהֳלֹו זִב ֵ ְ֣חי תְ ָ ֑
ַ֝ו ֲאזַ ְמ ָּ֗רה לַיהוָ ֽה:
קֹול֥י ֶאק ְָ֗רא ְו ָח ּ֥נֵנִי ַועֲנֵ ֽנִי׃
ְהו֖ה ִ
שׁמַע־י ָ
ְ
ְהו֣ה ֲא ַב ֵ ּקֽׁש׃
ָאמר ֭ ִל ִבּי ַ ּב ְק ּׁ֣שּו פ ָָנ֑י אֶת־ ָפ ֶּנ֖יָך י ָ
לְָך֤ ׀ ַ ֣
שנִי וְַאל־
ַאל־תַ ּס ְ֬תֵ ּר ָ ּפ ֶ֨ניָך ׀ ִמ ֶ ּמ ּנִ ֮י אַ ֽל־תַ ּט־ ְבּ ַ֗אף ַ֫עב ְ֥דֶ ָּך ֶעז ְָר ִת֥י ָה ִי֑יתָ אַ ֽל־תִ ּ ְטּ ֥ ֵ ׁ
שׁעִ ֽי׃
֝תַ ּֽ ַעזְ ֵ֗בנִי אֱֹלהֵ ֥י י ִ ְ
ֽיהו֣ה ַיַֽאסְפֵ ֽנִי:
ּי־ָאבי ְו ִא ֣ ִ ּמי ֲעז ָ֑בּונִי וַ ָ
ִכ ִ ֣
ׁשֹור ָ ֽרי׃
ִיׁשֹור ֝ ְל ַ֗מעַן ְ
ֹורנִי י ְה ֗ ָוה ֫דַ ּ ְר ּ֥ ֶכָך ּ֭ונְ ֵחנִי ְב ּ֣א ֹ ַרח מ ֑
ה֤ ֵ ֥
שקֶר וִיפֵ ֥ ַח חָמָ ֽס׃
מּו־ב֥י ֵעֽדֵ י־ ֝ ֗ ֶ ׁ
ֽל־תִ ּתְ ּנֵנִי ְב ֶ ּ֣נפֶׁש צ ָ ָ֑רי ּ֥ ִכי ָ ֽק ִ
אַ ֭
ׅ ׄלּו ׅ֗ ֵׄל ׅ ׄא ֭ ֶה ֱא ַמנְתִ ּי ל ְִר ֥אֹות ְ ּבֽטּוב־י ְה ֗ ָוה ְב ֶ ּ֣א ֶרץ ַח ּי ִֽים׃
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But God’s compassion for us,
Divine righteousness to children’s children,
remain, age after age, unchanging.
Three score and ten our years may number,
four score years if granted the vigour.
Laden with trouble and travail,
Life quickly passes, it flies away.
Teach us to use all of our days, O God,
that we may attain a heart of wisdom.
Grant us Your love in the morning,
That we may joyously sing all our days.

:אֶּמֹוט- ִכּי מִימִינִי ַבּל.ש ִוּיתִ י יְי ָ ְלנֶגְדִ ּי תָ מִיד
ִׁ
:שׁכ ֹּן ָל ֶבטַח
ְ ִ ש ִֹרי י
ָ ּ ְב- ַאף.שֹמַח ִל ִבּי ַויָגֶל ְכּבֹודִ י
ָ ָלכֵן
I am ever mindful of the Lord’s presence;
God is at my right hand; I shall never not be shaken.
So my heart rejoices, my whole being exults and my body rests secure.
- Selected from Psalm 16

q
A Kaddish Poem
Look around us, search above us, below, behind.
We stand in a great web of being joined together.
Let us praise, let us love the life we are lent
passing through us in the body of Israel
and our own bodies. Amen.
Time flows through us like water.
The past and the dead speak through us.
We breathe our children’s children blessing.
Blessed is the earth from which we grow,
blessed the life we are lent,
blessed the ones who teach us,
blessed the ones we teach,
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שּׁבֵ ֽהּו׃
ְ ְי ֽה ֗ ָוה מָה־ ֭ ָאדָ ם וַתֵ ּדָ ֵ ֑עהּו ֶבּן־ ֝ ֱאנ֗ ֹוׁש וַ ֽתְ ּ ַח
֭ ָאדָ ם ל ֶ ַ֣הבֶל דָ ָ ּ֑מה ֝י ָ ָ֗מיו ְכ ֵּצ֣ל עֹובֵ ֽר׃
֭ ַ ּב ֹּבקֶר י ִָצ֣יץ ְוח ָָל֑ף ֝ ָל ֶ֗ע ֶרב י ְמֹולֵ ֥ל ְוי ָבֵ ֽׁש׃
:ֵי־ָאדֽם
ָ שב ֭ ֱאנֹוׁש עַד־דַ ּ ֑ ָ ּכא ַ֝ו ֗ת ֹּאמֶר ׁ֣שּובּו ְבנ
ׁ ֵ ֣ ּ ָת
ׁשּובה ֭ י ְהוָה עַד־מ ָ ָ֑תי ְ֝ו ִה ּנָ ֵ֗חם עַל־ ֲעב ֶָדֽיָך׃
ָ֣
Eternal, what is human life that You should care about it, mere mortals,
that You should think of them?
People are like a breath; days are like a passing shadow.
At daybreak it flourishes anew; by dusk it withers and dries up.
You return people to dust; You decreed, “Return you, mortals!”
Turn, O Eternal One! How long? Show mercy to Your servants.
- Selected from Psalm 90 and 144
There is a time for everything; there is a time for all things under the sun:
a time to be born and a time to die
a time to laugh and a time to cry
a time to dance and a time to mourn
a time to seek and a time to lose
a time to forget and a time to remember.
This day in sacred convocation we remember those who gave us life.
This day we remember those who enriched our life with love and
beauty, kindness and compassion, thoughtfulness and understanding.
This day we renew the bonds that bind us to those who have gone the
way of all the earth.
As we reflect upon those whose memory moves us this day, we seek
consolation, and the strength and the insight born of faith.
Tender as a parent with children, the Eternal is merciful with us.
God knows how we are fashioned;
God remembers that we are dust.
The days of people are as grass;
We flourish as a flower in the field.
The wind passes over it and it is gone,
And no one can recognize where it grew.
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Remembering
Someone laughs a certain way and suddenly I am seeing you.
The radio plays a song you used to love – and it feels as if you’re here listening.
The evening light glistens on the trees and my heart stings, after so many
years, with the loss of you.
The whole family gathers together . . . and each of us quietly feels the absence
of you.
Holy One on high. Holy One of our inmost being,
Some of us are consoled for our loss,
Some of us today feel still inconsolable.
Some of us bear deep wounds in our heart;
other hearts have healed.
All of us remember, today, those we loved
who no longer share with us in the land of living:
Grandmothers and grandfathers, mothers and fathers,
sons, daughters, sisters, brothers,
beloved husbands, wives, partners, cherished relatives and friends,
sorely missed members of our congregation.
Eternal One, what are we human beings
that You should take note of us?
What are we frail mortal creatures,
that You should even consider us?
We are like breath; our days like a passing shadow.
I am mindful of how brief life is.
For to be human is to see death.
How grateful we are for the once-presence of those we loved!
To have touched their soul, to have looked in their eyes,
To have felt their hand.
Life matters.
Oh, teach us to number our days that we may attain a wise heart.
That we remember and mourn those we have lost
and still celebrate the gift of their lives, the gift of life.
God, my God, You are my Rock and my ultimate Refuge.
I put my trust in You.
-6-
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Death is Not the Enemy
I often feel that death is not the enemy of life, but its friend; for it is the
knowledge that our years are limited which makes them so precious. It is the
truth that time is lent to us which makes us, at our best, look upon our years as
a trust handed into our temporary keeping.
We are like children privileged to spend a day in a great park, a park filled
with many gardens and playgrounds and azure-tinted lakes with white boats
sailing upon the tranquil waves.
True, the day allotted to each of us is not the same in length, in light, in
beauty. Some children of earth are privileged to spend a long and sunlit day
in the garden of the earth. For others the day is shorter, cloudier and dusk
descends more quickly as in a winter’s tale.
But whether our life is a long summer day or a shorter wintry afternoon, we
know that inevitably there are storms and squalls which overcast even the
bluest heaven and there are sunlit rays which piece the darkest autumn sky.
The same for all human beings; but there is enough beauty and joy and gaiety
in the hours, if we will but treasure them.
Then for each of us the moment comes when the great nurse, death, takes us
by the hand and quietly says, “It is time to go home. Night is coming. It is
your bedtime, child of earth. Come; you’re tired. Lie down at last in the quiet
nursery of nature and sleep. Sleep well. The day is gone. Stars shine in the
canopy of eternity.”

Let Me Go

q

- Joshua Loth Lieberman

When I come to the end of the road
And the sun has set for me
I want no rites in a gloom filled room
Why cry for a soul set free?

For this is a journey we all must take
And each must go alone.
It’s all part of the master plan
A step on the road to home.

Miss me a little, but not for long
And not with your head bowed low
Remember the love that once we shared
Miss me, but let me go.

When you are lonely and sick at heart
Go to the friends we know.
Laugh at all the things we used to do
Miss me, but let me go.
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You who were witness to these lives remember them with clarity and certainty.
But part of your task, and perhaps the reason you are here today, is to pass
on these memories to the generations that follow. In saying Yizkor you are
bearing witness to what you saw, to what you felt, to what you experienced. Your
children can only do the next best thing. They will, with God’s help, bear
witness to your act of witnessing. But they also become first hand witnesses to
the lives you lead, the examples you set, the Yiddishkeit you practice, making
you, making us into witnesses and teachers at the same time.
At times the struggle for Jewish survival, the high cost of remaining Jewish,
seems to border on insanity. It is through the perspective of memory, both
immediate and ancient, that the struggle becomes worthwhile. May we, today,
blessed and strengthened by precious memories, prove equal to the challenge of
transmitting those memories into tomorrow’s world.
- Rabbi Philip Scheim

q
Giving to Charity (Tzedakah):
What is Tzedakah?
One might say that giving Tzedakah is a good thing, what more remains to be
said? Jewish sources reveal that there is a great deal more.
The word Tzedakah derives from the Hebrew word tzedek, “justice”. Performing
deeds of justice is perhaps the most important obligation Judaism imposes on the Jew.
“Tzedek, tzedek you shall pursue,” the Torah instructs (Deuteronomy 16:20).
Hundreds of years later, the Talmud taught: “Tzedakah is equal to all other
commandments combined” (Bava Bathra 96). From Judaism’s perspective,
therefore, one who gives tzedakah is acting justly.
Giving as we are able... what a wonderfully freeing thought. No heavy-handed,
guilt-riddled arm twisting... but giving as we are able.
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Introduction
What Yizkor Teaches Us
Are we listening with all ears to the stories of those still with us, stories that
represent our link to yesterday, our foundation for tomorrow? Are we attentive
to those whose example and determined faith link us to the traditions that have
kept us as a people in history until now? Are we looking, with all of our vision,
around us, taking in the faces of those who love us, the sights of joy, the beauty
that surrounds us? Are we recording the recipes of the wonderful foods they
prepared for us, so that the taste can be passed down to the next generations?
Are we using all of our senses, while we still can, to appreciate the things that
make life worthwhile? These are important Yizkor questions.
In a beautiful ethical will, Yitzhak Margolis, a Russian Zionist activist around
the time of the First World War, who settled in pre-State Israel in 1921 with his
family, wrote to his son Nehemia the following words:
Take these five volumes, my son. They are the prayer-books for the
week-days, for our festivals and holy days. Here, in these volumes and in
this place, your ancestors, giants of spirit and humaneness, poured forth
their hearts. When you open these wondrous books before you, you [will]
feel as though their presence encircles you, watches over you, and hears
your whispered prayers.…[from Jack Reimer and Nathaniel Stampfer, So that Your
Values Live On]

We are about to say Yizkor. We are about to engage in an act of collective and
individual remembering. We are going to remember those who have died, who
bequeathed us life-sustaining memories. Some of those memories are of deeds
of charity, of kindness. Some of those memories are of walking together to shul
on cold winter Shabbat mornings. Some of those memories are of a magnificent
Shabbat table, a home lacking in wealth but filled with hospitality and warmth.
Some of those memories are of bitterly hard lives, but lives nonetheless filled
with the spirit of love.
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