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SHABBAT  
SERVICE SCHEDULE

DATE PARSHA FRIDAY SATURDAY

April 5 – 6
Shabbat Mevarchim
Parshat Hachodesh
Shmini

5:30pm Tot Shabbat Service 
6:30pm Erev Shabbat Service 

9:30am Shabbat Morning Service 

April 12 – 13 Tazria
6:30pm Shir Shabbat Service  
with the Kol Ami Band & Choir
7:45pm Shabbat Dinner

9:30am Josh & Molly Baron's  
B'nai Mitzvah Service
1:30pm Mincha Service & Baby Naming

April 19 – 20
Shabbat HaGadol
Metzora

6:30pm Erev Shabbat Service 9:30am Shabbat Morning Service 

April 26 – 27 Chol Hamoed Pesach 6:30pm Erev Shabbat Service 9:30am Shabbat Morning Service 

May 3 – 4
Shabbat Mevarchim
Achrei Mot

5:30pm Tot Shabbat Service 
6:30pm Erev Shabbat Service 

9:30am Shabbat Morning Service 

May 10 – 11 Kedoshim 6:30pm Erev Shabbat Service 9:30am Ben Mertens' Bar Mitzvah Service 

May 17 – 18 Emor

6:30pm 2nd–4th Grade, Teacher  
& Parent Committee Appreciation,  
and Shir Shabbat Service
7:45pm Peruvian Shabbat Dinner

9:30am Thomas Duran's Bar Mitzvah 
Service 

May 24 – 25 Behar 6:30pm Erev Shabbat Service
9:30am Shabbat Morning &  
10th Grade Confirmation Service 

May 31 – June 1
Shabbat Mevarchim
Bechukotai

6:30pm Erev Shabbat Service 9:30am Shabbat Morning Service 

June 7 – 8 Bamidbar
5:00pm Tot Shabbat Service
6:30pm Pride Erev Shabbat Service
7:45pm Pride Shabbat Dinner

9:30am Shabbat Morning Service 

June 14 – 15 Nasso 6:30pm Erev Shabbat Service 
9:30am Eden Kalay's Bar Mitzvah Service
2:30pm Ty Treloar's Bar Mitzvah Service

June 21 – 22 Beha'alotcha

6:30pm Shir Shabbat Service with the  
Kol Ami Band & Choir
7:45pm Shabbat Dinner & Farewell  
to Cantor Brown-Levy

9:30am Solomon Foster's Bar Mitzvah 
Service 

June 28 – 29
Shabbat Mevarchim
Sh'lach

6:30pm Summer Erev Shabbat Service  
in Esther's Garden 

9:30am Jude Plotkin's Bar Mitzvah Service 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

Bulletin Publication
Submission  
Deadline

Q1 (Jan. / Feb. / March) December 1

Q2 (Apr. / May / June) March 1

Q3 (July / Aug. / Sept.) June 1

Q4 (Oct. / Nov. / Dec.) September 1

ADVERTISING RATES

Ad Size 1 Issue 2 Issues 4 Issues

Business Card $100 $175 $330

1/4 Page $165 $285 $440

1/2 Page $310 $460 $880

Full Page $550 $880 $1,650

If you would like to advertise in the bulletin, please send all articles and photos to communications@conkolami.org.
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WILL YOU 
COME SHABBAT  
WITH US?

When I was a little kid, my 
synagogue's rabbi possessed 
many wonderful qualities; however, 
he believed that Shabbat services 
were no place for children. As a 
result, I do not have any memories 
of ever attending a Shabbat 
service before the age  
of 10. My synagogue then got a 
new rabbi, who has been my rabbi 
for my entire life since then. 

He took a different approach than 
his predecessor. He adamantly 
believed and promoted the idea 
that services were the exact place 
for children to be. After all, it is at 
services that children learn about 
their Jewish heritage, get to know 
their clergy and their community, 

practice what was taught to them 
at religious school, and spend 
quality time with their family 
without a screen in front of them. 
It is also an opportunity for parents 
to model Jewish worship and 
communal participation to their 
children and can lead to  
great family discussions after  
the service is over. 

We know that sometimes even the 
best of us can lose a bit of focus 
during the services. Last year, my 
family and I went to Charleston, 
South Carolina and visited their 
historic synagogue, and, I’ll admit, 
my kid (yes, the rabbi’s kid), started 
to get squirmy and fussy and I 
felt self-conscious that maybe our 
family was being disruptive. That 
was when the usher came up to us, 
and though I was half expecting 
him to ask us to step outside, he 
instead had a big smile on his 
face and reached out and handed 
my daughter a tote bag that said 

“Wiggle Bag” on it. It was full of 
toys and books for her to play  
with to keep her entertained while 
Jill and I got to listen and give  
our kids the experience of being  
in a synagogue. 

Inspired by this experience,  
our staff has created our own 
“Wiggle Bags”at Kol Ami, and  
also the Shalom Station. The 
Shalom Station makes our 
services more accessible with 
hearing devices, reading glasses, 
large print prayerbooks, more 
transliterations, and also fidget 
spinners for those who need to 
keep their hands busy. 

Who exactly is Shabbat for? All 
of us! Rabbi Spector speculates 
that attending a service once in a 
while will not only enhance your 
lives, as well as your children’s 
Jewish identities, but also enhance 
your community. Will you come 
Shabbat with us?

RABBI SPECTOR  
SPECULATES
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OUR CANTOR,  
SHARON BROWN-LEVY

To my beloved Kol Ami family: 
it is hard to imagine that this 
is my final chorale. We have 
shared three wonderful years of 
spirituality, study, mitzvot, and 
celebration. In this time I have 
learned how to be a better Hazzan 
and a better person from all of 
you. I hope that I have helped 
you on your own paths toward 
holiness, a greater love  
of Judaism, and a connection to 
our sacred congregation.

As the cantor of this wonderful 
community of Kol Ami, I 
have been privileged to help 
create moments of blessing. 
I immediately think of our 
uplifting High Holy Day services, 
intergenerational Purim spiels, 
our Bring in the Light Chanukah 
concert, Gala, Pride, and interfaith 
events. We have come together 
for so many powerful moments as 
a connected community.

There have been countless 
other special moments: from 
our various adult and religious 
school classes, to working with 
the confirmands; from the joy of 
baby namings and conversions 
to reflection and memory at 
funerals and other transitions; 
from twenty-five outstanding B’nai 
Mitzvah students and building our 
thriving Peer Mentor Mishpacha, 
choir, band, and cadre of Biblical 
chanters—to private times 
sharing the powerful moments 
in your lives—we have been on 
a journey together of meaning 
and transformation. Thank you for 

helping make our congregation 
a holy community filled with 
blessing and connection.

Our lay leadership is a collection 
of amazing volunteers. Your 
dedication and effort help to 
keep our synagogue strong and 
ever new. I am eternally grateful 
for the support, kindness, and 
insights that you have shared with 
me. You will continue to enable 
our congregation to grow in 
wisdom, in justice, and as a sacred 
community. I have been blessed 
with fabulous colleagues on our 
outstanding professional team 
as well as our incredible support 
staff. Our professionals never 
cease guiding our congregation 
with innovation, strength, and 
understanding.

The time my family and I have 
spent here at Kol Ami will  
forever have an imprint on our 
hearts. Know that wherever we 
are, we will always feel a deep 
connection here. We invite you  
to stay in touch.

We thank you—Eytan, Mattan, 
Mark, and I—for three beautiful 
years of meaningful connections. 
We are honored by your kindness 
and for letting us be a part of  
your lives.

May we go from strength  
to strength,

Hazzan Sharon Brown-Levy  
and family

THE BLESSING 
OF BEING  
YOUR HAZZAN
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OUR EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR, DANNY BURMAN

STANDING STRONG AND PROUD
When you arrive at Congregation Kol Ami you will now see our newly installed flag poles next to our 
Congregation Kol Ami sign. On these three flag poles we have raised the flags of the United States, 
Israel, and the State of Utah. These flags demonstrate our pride and support for the countries and state 
where we live and thrive. Why put the flags up, especially now with the recent rise in antisemitism? It is 
important to Rabbi Spector and our community to demonstrate that we our proud of who we are. We 
are proud Zionist Jews, proud Americans, and proud Utahns.

Throughout our history we have been told to assimilate, to lose our identity or we would be persecuted 
and killed. Some may feel that the flags will call attention to us and could attract those who may want to 
threaten us, but we will not be intimidated, and we will stand up for who we are and what we believe in. 
The poles will also serve as a security barrier from anyone attempting to drive into the front door.

I recently had the honor of sharing a D’var Torah on Shabbat. It was Parasha Vayikra, when Jacob 
wrestles with the Angel of G-d and wins, and in that moment, he transposes into Israel—meaning one 
who struggles with G-d but also one who G-d preserves—and we become the nation of Israel. During 
my D'var, I shared a scene from a favorite movie, "Cool Runnings," in which one of the characters 
transposes from someone who is timid to one whose line is I am pride, I am power, and  I'm not going to 
be intimidated. 

To me these flags not only represent our pride in our faith, our nations, and in a state where we are 
welcomed—they demonstrate to the world that Congregation Kol Ami is a place of pride and belonging 
and we will display this proudly.

Never again is now!

UPGRADING FOR THE FUTURE
Just a quick update on our capital improvements. The new staff office remodel is complete. In the 
coming months we’ll be upgrading our kitchens, adding a security fence in front of the administrative 
parking lot, adding a security fence along the Heritage Way side of our building, upgrading our mikvah, 
and creating a wellness space for health groups to meet in Rabbi Wenger’s old office space downstairs.

Can I just add how much fun and meaning the staff is having at Kol Ami? There are more events, prayer 
services, Shabbat dinners, activities in the religious school and preschool, educational programs, and 
attention given to our members then I have ever seen in my many years at Kol Ami. We have something 
for every member demographic. It is a lot of work but when we see our KA family coming together to 
celebrate it makes it all so worth it. If you've not been participating, please check the calendar and join 
us for something soon.

Am Yisrael Chai!
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INCLUSION 
MATTERS

This past February, we recognized 
Disability Inclusion Month. We 
are reminded of the fundamental 
values of compassion, empathy, 
and inclusion that lie at the 
heart of our congregation. 
Congregation Kol Ami has 
an ongoing commitment to 
accessibility and inclusion, and 
we are proud to highlight the 
efforts underway to ensure that 
every individual, regardless of 
ability, can fully engage in our 
religious services and communal 
activities. Through collaborative 
efforts and thoughtful initiatives, 
we are working to remove barriers 
and create a more accessible 
and accommodating space for 
all. Here are some of the key 
initiatives and resources we have 
implemented:

1.	Physical Accessibility: We 
have conducted thorough 
accessibility assessments of our 
facilities to identify and address 
any physical barriers. This 
includes making sure our office 
spaces being renovated are 
accessible and ADA compliant 
to ensure that individuals 
with mobility challenges can 
navigate our space with ease.

2. Assistive Technology: To 
enhance accessibility during 
services, we have invested 
in assistive listening devices, 
large-print prayer books, and 
other assistive technologies 
to accommodate individuals 
with hearing or visual 
impairments. We are in the 
process of upgrading our 
assistive hearing devices to 
include Bluetooth accessibility. 
Fidgets and symbol boards 
are now available to assist 
our neurodivergent members 
and guests during services 
and programs. All of these 
items are now conveniently 
available in our “Shalom 
Station” resource cabinet, 
located directly across from 
the entrance to our sanctuary. 
Centrally placed nearby with 
a variety of assistive items this 
will help to create a welcoming 
and inclusive environment 
where all members of our 
community can fully participate 
and celebrate being Jewish 
and avoid any embarrassment 
or confusion as to where to find 
needed items upon arrival in 
our building.

3. Inclusive Programming: 
We are committed to 
offering programming and 
educational opportunities that 
are inclusive of individuals 
of all abilities. This includes 

providing alternative formats 
for learning materials, as well 
as incorporating inclusive 
language and practices into 
our services and rituals.

4. Education and Training: 
We recognize that building 
a truly inclusive community 
requires ongoing education 
and awareness. To that end, 
we offer training sessions 
and workshops for our staff, 
volunteers, and congregation 
members to deepen their 
understanding of disability 
inclusion and learn practical 
strategies for fostering an 
inclusive environment.

5. Community Support: We are 
dedicated to providing support 
and resources for individuals 
and families affected by 
disabilities. We aim to provide 
support to all our members 
with the help of accessible 
materials and aids, referrals to 
external resources, and links to 
support services.

Let us reaffirm our commitment  
to building a community where 
every individual is valued, 
respected, and included. 
Together, we can continue to 
create a place where all members 
of our congregation can fully 
participate and find belonging.

OUR OFFICE & 
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR, 
LISA KAUFMAN
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WELCOME 
TO OUR 
NEW & 
RETURNING 
MEMBERS 

Melissa & Colin DeFord 

Mak Laterza &  
Louis Skaist

Simon Leon &  
Nelsa Dowling

Elizabeth &  
William Love

Abby & Colin  
Rehkugler

Carolyn Williams

PLEASE WELCOME  
COLIN & MELISSA DEFORD 

Colin DeFord lives in Park 
City. He’s a TV entertainment 
technical producer and 
consultant. He has served 

on several boards in 
Park City, including 
KPCW and Park City 
Day School. He was a 
Snyderville Basin 
Planning Commissioner 
and a former president 

of Park City Rotary Club. His hobbies include 
woodworking, ham radio operating and 
playing Frisbee with his dogs. He has two 
daughters: Pilar, a freshman at the University of 
Portland (majoring in education) and Chloe, a 
junior at Judge Memorial.

Melissa DeFord lives in Park City with her 
husband, Colin, and their two daughters, Pilar 
and Chloe. A one-time stay at home mom, she 
has recently returned to school to pursue her 
master’s degree in journalism and is working 
on her thesis. She enjoys reading, writing and 
being a dog mom, now that her children are 
mostly self-sufficient.

PLEASE WELCOME BRUCE KAPLAN
Bruce’s occupations have included teaching, research and consulting in the area 
of organizational behavior and development. He’s a native of Dayton, Ohio, and 
his home bases have mainly been Cincinnati, Idaho Falls, and Utah. His hobbies 
include fly-fishing, hiking, motorcycling, and canoeing. He came to Kol Ami 
shortly before his wife Terry passed away in September 2023.  
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SALE OF CHAMETZ  
IN PREPARATION FOR PASSOVER
We are required to remove all Chametz, "leaven," from our homes and 
possessions for the duration of the celebration of Passover. That is the 
reason why the tradition is to search for crumbs of Chametz on the eve 
of the holiday with a candle and a feather. On the following morning, 
preceding Passover, we burn this leaven, thus symbolically proclaiming 
our completion of an action intended to physically remove all Chametz 
from our possession.

In fact, with the best effort and intention we will probably overlook some 
scrap of Chametz, so we proceed to ritually sell all leftover leaven. Since 
we no longer have ownership of this leaven, if some remains in our 
homes, we are nevertheless not violating the law.

The laws of this sale are rather complex and require the construction 
of the proper instrument for effecting the transaction. Rabbi Samuel L. 
Spector will undertake the sale on behalf of the synagogue and any of its 
membership that appropriately designate him as their agent.

This is a real sale, not a mere legal fiction and is final and irrevocable. 
Rabbi Samuel L. Spector will, at the end of the holiday, repurchase any 
Chametz from the non-Jew to whom it was sold. In order for this to be 
a valid legal contract, the exchange of money is mandatory. Money not 
used for this legal transaction will be considered Tzedakah (a donation).

I/We hereby authorize Rabbi Samuel L. Spector to dispose of all 
Chametz in my/our possession wherever it may be, in accordance 
with the requirements of Jewish Law incorporated in the special 
contract for the sale of Chametz.

Sell your Chametz by Sunday, April 21st  
at conkolami.org/sale-of-chametz 



CONGREGATION KOL AMI  •  PUBLICATION NUMBER 2 FOR THE YEAR 2024 11



CONGREGATION KOL AMI  •  PUBLICATION NUMBER 2 FOR THE YEAR 202412



CONGREGATION KOL AMI  •  PUBLICATION NUMBER 2 FOR THE YEAR 2024 13



CONGREGATION KOL AMI  •  PUBLICATION NUMBER 2 FOR THE YEAR 202414



CONGREGATION KOL AMI  •  PUBLICATION NUMBER 2 FOR THE YEAR 2024 15

MAZEL TOV TO OUR  
B'NAI MITZVAH!

JOSH & MOLLY BARON, APRIL 13TH
Josh and Molly Baron will 
become b'nai mitzvot on April 
13, 2024. As twins, they have 
a special bond and consider 

each other "built-in 
best friends." Born in 
Chicago and moved 
to Salt Lake City in 
2018, they are 7th 
graders at Clayton 
Middle School.

Josh, the older twin, is named "Yehoshua Aryeh," 
whose middle name is after one of his maternal 
grandfathers. Josh enjoys playing the piano, skiing, 
hiking, and participating in local combat robotics 
competitions (like Battle Bots). He also plays in the 
Avenues Baseball League.

Molly, born seven minutes after Josh, loves being 
the taller twin (at the moment) and is named "Malka 

Simcha," which translates to "queen of joy," named 
in remembrance of her aunt, Missy Baron, who loved 
music festivals. You can find her performing on stage, 
dancing ballet and jazz, and spending time with 
friends. She can hardly walk across a room without 
doing a pirouette.

Josh and Molly have attended Kol Ami religious 
school for the past six years, attended JCC summer 
camps in Chicago and Salt Lake, and attended URJ 
Camp Kalsman in Arlington, Washington.

For their mitzvah projects, Josh and Molly baked 
cookies to raise money for pajamas and hygiene  
items for the Road Home shelter.

Josh and Molly would like to thank their teachers, 
Terry Kogan, David Asman, Mark Grosser, Cantor 
Sharon Brown-Levy, Rabbi Samuel L. Spector, the 
peer mentors, and their parents, Kelly and Steve, for 
helping them prepare for this occasion.

BEN MERTENS, MAY 11TH
Ben started life as an Angeleno 
but landed in Salt Lake City as 
soon as he could at the tender 
age of 1. He has grown up in 
the halls of Kol Ami and began 
his journey in the Rafi Schwartz 
Religious School at age 3 in 
Training Wheels. He is a 7th 

grader at Realms of Inquiry School, where he enjoys 
traveling and rock climbing. Earlier this year, Ben spent 
over two weeks in Belize and Guatemala with his 
school, where he loved learning about Mayan ruins, 
reef ecology, and spending time with the Q'eqchi' 
people.

Outside of school and bar mitzvah prep, Ben enjoys 
karate, skiing, DJing, hunting, and spending time with 
his dogs. He is a TA for RSRS and loves babysitting 
during high holidays.

Ben proudly shares the name of his great-grandfather, 
Abbott Bennett Lipsky. A truly worthy namesake, 
Ben is known for the kindness, generosity, level-
headedness, and love for his family that "Abba" 
exemplified.

Ben and his family would like to thank Rabbi Spector, 
Cantor Brown-Levy, Terry Kogan, and David Asman for 
all of their help and support during Ben's journey to 
the bimah.
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THOMAS DURAN,  
MAY 18TH

Thomas is a very 
charismatic boy with 
a great heart. For the 
first five years of his life 
he lived in Colombia. 
This allowed him to 
learn Spanish very well 
and experience two 

different cultures and languages, broadening 
his skills and opening him up to new 
challenges and learning opportunities.

He loves to play basketball and participate in 
the local Junior Jazz league. He works hard 
to improve at his sport every day and to get 
to know new friends. He is happy any time he 
has a basketball in his hands. In his free time, 
he skateboards and enjoys making tortas and 
cheese bread with his mom and brother.

He is a responsible young man dedicated to 
his studies, and he has maintained his position 
as one of the best students in his math classes 
for multiple years with a capacity to quickly 
understand new concepts and humbly accept 
the praise he receives from his teachers.

As a Jew, he has had the privilege to grow and 
participate in Congregation Kol Ami for many 
years now, and it has been wonderful for him to 
meet other kids who share his same faith. 

Thomas demonstrates his capacity to give 
unconditionally with a noble heart, having 
empathy for others, and lending his friends 
a hand any time they need, and learning 
through this that the Creator created us— 
like every other living being—with the 
purpose of giving.

Thomas would like to thank Terry Kogan, 
David Asman, Cantor Brown-Levy, Rabbi 
Spector, and the generous teachers of  
Kol Ami for their support as he prepares  
for his big day.

TY TRELOAR, JUNE 15TH
My name is Tiberias, but most people 
call me Ty. I am planning to become a 
Bar Mitzvah June 15th in the afternoon 
service. I am not a party type, so instead 
of having a reception, I am going on a 
trip to Rome and Greece. I am interested 
in old Roman and Greek architecture and 
since I have already been to Israel, these 
were next on my list.

To help the community as part of becoming a Bar Mitzvah, 
I am organizing clean ups on Utah hiking trails. You can find 
us on Meet Up app group called “Keep Trails Beautiful.” Our 
first organized cleanup will be on April 6th at Hornets Canyon 
Grotto trail. This trail leads to a cool grotto, but the path often 
has litter and needs maintenance.

Outside of my studies and the outdoors, I enjoy building with 
my legos, playing video games, computer programming and 
skiing with my family.

MAZEL TOV TO OUR  
B'NAI MITZVAH!

EDEN KALAY, JUNE 15TH
Eden is so excited to be having his bar 
mitzvah. His family has been members 
of the Kol Ami synagogue since 1986. 
His father, Amir, had his bar mitzvah at 
the exact same Bima in 1990. Eden is 
a 7th-generation Utahn on his mother 
Butterfly's side. His family roots run 
deep in Utah. His father came from 
Israel and Eden has a very strong 

connection to his family over there. 

He loves traveling, golfing, swimming, hiking, reading, 
gaming, and spending time with his friends. 

Eden's mitzvah project revolves around helping the homeless. 
He wants his family to go spend time feeding the homeless 
and preparing care packages for those in need. In his life, 
he always demonstrates a willingness to sacrifice for others. 
Empathy and kindness govern his actions. Even as a young 
toddler of 3 with a new baby brother, Eden was more focused 
on the baby's needs than his own. We are so proud of his 
conviction on his journey and how hard he has worked to 
become a Bar Mitzvah. Thank you for sharing this occasion 
with us.
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SOLOMON FOSTER, JUNE 22ND
Solomon is a wonderful human. 
He is kind, outgoing, fun to be 
around, and has a wonderful 
sense of humor. Sollie is growing 
into a phenomenal young 
adult. When hanging out with 
Solomon, it is easy to forget he’s 
only 13, and not an adult friend. 

He is mature well beyond his years. 

Solomon enjoys basketball! He is on a competitive 
team that plays year-round. He also likes to mountain 
bike, ski, read, and ride his One Wheel. He likes to 
travel and find new adventures. 

Solomon has enjoyed being a TA to the first grade 
class in the religious school. He has taken his role 
seriously. After his first day, he said his goal was to 
know all his kids' names by the next week. Whenever 
he sees one of his kiddos in the hallway, he gives 
them a fist bump and says “what’s up” to them. It’s 

wonderful to see their faces light up, and to see the 
relationship that Sollie has built with them. Parents 
often comment on how much their kids love Solomon, 
and on what a kind person he is. 

Solomon has enjoyed learning Hebrew and discovered 
that he has a knack for languages. He has embraced 
the challenge of preparing for his Bar Mitzvah with 
grace and fortitude. Over the past year, he has really 
started to develop his Jewish identity, often sharing 
information with classmates and friends, furthering 
their knowledge of Judaism. For his Bar Mitzvah 
project, Solomon delivered prayer books to hospital 
and prison chaplains.

Solomon would like to thank David Asman, Rabbi 
Samuel L. Spector, Terry Kogan, Cantor Sharon Brown-
Levy, and all the teachers who have supported him 
over the past few years. He would also like to thank his 
family and friends whose love and support has helped 
him get to this milestone. 

JUDE PLOTKIN, JUNE 29TH
Jude Plotkin has been attending 
the Rafi Schwartz Religious 
School since 1st grade when 
he and his family moved to Salt 
Lake City from Chicago. He is 
an engaged member of the 
community and enjoys both 
learning about Judaism and 
assisting the teachers in the 

religious school as a Teacher’s Assistant. When not 
attending middle school at Evergreen Jr. High, he can 
be found in the kitchen, creating both delicious meals 
and lovely sweet treats which he loves to share with his 
family and friends.

Jude is also an enthusiastic member of the TSA 
(Technology Student Association) where, for the last two 
years, he has competed in various tech related fields, 

placing 3rd in the Utah state competition for game 
creation. For his mitzvah project, Jude has been raising 
money for the Rare Cancer Research Foundation, in 
loving memory of his father and everyone whose lives 
have been touched by a rare disease.

Jude would like to thank his teachers, particularly  
David Asman and Mark Grosser, as well as Cantor 
Sharon Brown-Levy, and Rabbi Sam Spector for all of 
their time and dedication to helping him learn Hebrew 
and trope. He would also like to thank his brother and 
sister, Gabe and Kaya Plotkin, who have also been 
instrumental in helping Jude prepare for his big day, 
and his mother, Tracy, for all of her support. Jude also 
wishes to acknowledge all of the family and friends, 
from near and far, who have supported him on his 
journey to become a bar mitzvah.

MAZEL TOV TO OUR  
B'NAI MITZVAH!
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The Rafi Schwartz Religious school 
will be coming to the end of the 
5784 school year in May. But first, 
we have a few holidays that we will 
be celebrating together. 

Passover is coming up and 
this will be the next holiday to 
celebrate together. The religious 
school will all come together to 
have a school-wide family mock 
seder. This year families are invited 
to attend with their students. 
Teachers and TAs will lead the 
students through the seder with a 
full seder plate. 

KAJY will be having their 
annual chocolate seder 
again right after religious school 
on Sunday, April 21st. Students 
in Yeladim through 7th grade will 
celebrate Passover chocolate style. 
Non-KAJY members are welcome 
to join for just $5.

Yom Hashoah, Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, is in May 
and the religious school will be 
handing out the memorial candles 
again to each family. Each student 
will also get a blue “Never Forget” 
bracelet at religious school. 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Israel's 
Independence Day, is the 
following week. We will hand out 
Israeli flags and celebrate Israel.
 

Don't miss out on our 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th Grade Shabbat 
service on Friday, April 19th 
beginning at 5:30pm. We will be 
serving a kid-friendly dinner before 
the service begins.

Confirmation will be on 
Saturday, May 25th. Come see  
our 10th graders embrace 
their Jewish studies and their 
commitment to Judaism.

Our end of the school year 
party is coming up on Sunday, 
May 19th. This year we will be 
showing our appreciation to all the 
police officers that have kept us 
safe during religious school and 
other events. Be on the lookout for 
more information as it gets closer to 
the date.

I want to give a shout out 
to all the Rafi Schwartz 
Religious School Judaic 
Studies teachers, Hebrew 
teachers, TAs, and 
our wonderful parent 
committee! We could not have 
had such a successful year if it were 
not for your love of the students 
and Judaism. Your dedication each 
week really showed throughout 
the year with all the students. The 
parent committee really stepped 
up and helped throughout the year 
making each event and Family  
 

Shabbat a memorable one. I want 
to give you all a huge thank you 
and invite everyone to celebrate 
you all! There will be a teacher, TA, 
and Parent Committee appreciation 
Shabbat on Friday, May 17th with a 
celebratory dinner after the service. 

If you are interested in 
being a teacher or a TA  
for the 5785 school year, we are 
looking to fill some positions. 
Please reach out to me at 
rsdirector@conkolami.org.

In May, be on the lookout for early 
registration for the Rafi Schwartz 
Religious School. The Rafi 
Schwartz Religious School 
2024–2025 / 5785 school 
year will start on Sunday, 
September 8th. Everyone that 
attended this past year will be 
auto-enrolled for the next school 
year. Please contact me if you wish 
to not re-enroll. In  order to receive 
the early-bird pricing you must have 
made a payment in full or have a 
payment plan set up by June 14th. 

OUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
DIRECTOR, TAMARA KIPPER
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2023–2024 / 5784 
RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL 
PARENT 
COMMITTEE 
The new and improved Religious 
School Parent Committee is now 
in its second year! The planning 
for our next school year is 
already underway. We have many 
exciting new events in the works 
as well as the programming you 
have come to love and look 
forward to each year! If you 
would like to volunteer for a 
religious school event or become 
a part of our Parent Committee, 
please reach out to Religious 
School Administrative  
Assistant, Tracy Plotkin, at 
rsassistant@conkolami.org.  
We hope to see you soon!

2023–2024 / 5784  
Religious School Parent 
Committee Members:

Breana Allegrini

Cheyenne Brown

Jenna Gould 

Melanie Jenson

Nate Kogan

Rob Lemieux

Aimee Nussbaum 

Mari Ransco

Sarah Shechter

mailto:rsassistant%40conkolami.org?subject=
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OUR PROGRAM & 
ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR, 
GALIT LIVNE

HAPPY SPRING 
TO ALL MY 
LOVELY 
COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS!

We have enjoyed some beautiful 
and unique programs and events 
the past several months.

Our Mitzvah Day was a huge 
success! We assembled 738 sack 
lunches and 100 hygiene kits for 
homeless Utahns, we planted 300 
seedlings for Esther's Garden 
where we grow produce for Utahns 
in need, 50 scarves and 100 warm 
hats were made from fleece, 50 
cards were written to send to some 
of the thousands of Israeli kids 
displaced by the Hamas attack of 
October 7, dozens of letters to Utah 
policy makers were written, and 22 
pints of blood were donated!

We had a delicious Iranian/Persian 
Shabbat dinner cooked by Lisa 
Cohne-Khadjenoury & Siamak 
Khadjenoury, and our Shabbat 
services were followed by a lecture 
from our dear friend and guest 
speaker Dr. Bahman Baktiari, 
where he told the story of Abdul 
Hossein Sardari–a top Iranian 
diplomat during World War II who 
is remembered as the “Iranian 

Schindler” for his brave efforts to 
save Jews from the Nazis.

Rabbi Spector moderated a 
therapeutic Safe Space event on 
March 5th, where we provided 
an opportunity for congregants 
to open up and talk about their 
feelings and frustrations regarding 
the Israel-Hamas war. 

For our March Sunday Schmooze, 
we had the honor of hearing from 
Board member Faye Lincoln for a 
presentation titled, “The Russia-
Ukraine War: Global and Israeli 
Energy Solutions”. It was engaging, 
educational, and extremely 
informative. This was the first in a 
series of five geopolitical lectures 
by Faye, so make sure you don’t 
miss the next ones! 

Purim was celebrated in many ways. 
We baked 2,500 Hamantaschen, 
packed 450 Mishloach Manot bags 
that were delivered by 40 drivers 
to our members, supporters, Hillel 
students, and elderly living in nearby 
retirement homes. I’d like to thank 
all of the volunteers who helped to 
make this holiday a success!
 
Now let’s look to the future! On  
April 1st, we will have our second 
program on the subject of the Great 
Salt Lake, where we’ll screen the 
movie “Whales of the High Desert,” 
an award-winning Sundance 
nominee. Our next Wednesday 
Schmooze will be at the Pioneer 
Theatre to see a production of 

“The Lehman Trilogy” after dining 
together before the show. Our April 
Rosh Chodesh event is going to be 
a service project helping out the  
SLC women community.

Passover is quickly approaching! 
We have wonderful events planned 
for all ages, such as our Community 
Seder on April 23rd for the second 
night of Passover, a Kosher-for-
Passover wine tasting for our  
Young Adults on April 24th, and  
a Lunch & Learn on April 26th!

On May 26th, we will 
commemorate paying off our 
building’s mortgage with a Lag 
B’Omer Mortgage Burning 
Celebration! We’ll have BBQ, fire 
pits, s’mores, and live music.  
Please come celebrate with us!

In June, we have fun events 
planned in honor of Pride Month! 
Keep an eye out for details as we 
get closer. 

Shavuot is June 11th-13th and 
we will be hosting Rabbi Dvora 
Weisberg, Ph.D., as our scholar-in-
residence. Get ready for fantastic 
learning sessions and celebration 
of Torah!

As you can see, we have many 
programs coming up for everyone! 
If you have fun ideas for future 
events, please reach out to me.  
I would love to hear what you’d  
like to see!
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C O M M U N I T Y  S E D E R

CONFIRMATION TRIP  
TO WASHINGTON, D.C. 

TU B’SHEVAT

L'TAKEN
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OUT OF AN ABUNDANCE 
OF CAUTION PLEASE DO 
NOT ALLOW UNKNOWN 
INDIVIDUALS INTO  
OUR BUILDING
If someone outside is asking to enter, but you do not know them 
personally, ask one of our staff to talk with them, and do not let 
them enter. Please also share this message with your children.
Thank you for your assistance.
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EARTH DAY CELEBRATION  
AT ESTHER’S GARDEN

Since 2014, Esther's Garden has donated over a ton of produce  
to Utahns in need. Esther's Garden is launching its 11th season  
on Earth Day weekend, April 21st! Join us for a fun afternoon  

celebrating the garden with speakers, a Native American dance 
performance, and getting to work as we compost to the grapes  

and put down weed barrier. Refreshments will be served.

Please contact Siamak Khadjenoury at siamakk@msn.com  
or Gary Strahinic at g.strahinic@gmail.com with any questions.

SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST • 12:00PM

esthersgardenslc.com
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We are collecting cooking oil, spices,  
baby food, and formula now through April 12th. 
Bins are located in the South and West Foyers.

Jewish Family Service strengthens individuals and families of all backgrounds  
through counseling, advocacy, care management, and education.

DONATION DRIVE

Learn more at jfsutah.org
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APRIL 2024
ADAR II / NISAN 5784

SUNDAY
Yom Rishon

MONDAY 
Yom Sheni

TUESDAY
Yom Schlishi

WEDNESDAY  
Yom Revi’i

THURSDAY
Yom Chamishi

FRIDAY
Yom Shishi

SATURDAY  
Shabbat

1 • 22 Adar II

6:30pm Celebrate 
the Great Salt Lake

2 • 23 Adar II 3 • 24 Adar II 4 • 25 Adar II

Seniors Trip to 
Atlanta & Alabama

6:30pm Introduction  
to Jewish Life

5 • 26 Adar II

Seniors Trip to 
Atlanta & Alabama

5:30pm Tot Shabbat 
Service

6:30pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

7:39pm Candle 
Lighting 

6 • 27 Adar II

Shabbat Mevarchim 
Parshat Hachodesh, Shmini

Seniors Trip to Atlanta  
& Alabama

9:30am Shabbat  
Morning Service

9:30am 7th Grade  
Shabbat Class

12:45pm Kiddush 
sponsored by Rachel 
Benator

8:40pm Havdalah

7 • 28 Adar II

Seniors Trip to Atlanta & 
Alabama

8:00am Minyan 

9:00am RSRS 

9:15am Coffee and 
Community

2:00pm KAJY at the 
Aquarium

4:30 pm Evolution  
of Judaism

8 • 29 Adar II 9 • 1 Nisan

Rosh Chodesh Nisan

6:30pm Rosh 
Chodesh Women's 
Group

10 • 2 Nisan

4:15pm RSRS

6:15pm KAJY 
Lounge Night

6:20pm Peer 
Mentor/B'nai Mitzvah 
Mishpacha Class

7:00pm Wednesday 
Schmooze at the 
Pioneer Theatre 
Company

11 • 3 Nisan

6:30pm Introduction  
to Jewish Life

12 • 4 Nisan

6:30pm Shir Shabbat 
Service with the Kol 
Ami Band & Choir

7:45pm Shabbat 
Dinner

7:46pm Candle 
Lighting

13 • 5 Nisan

Tazria

9:30am Josh & Molly 
Baron's B'nai Mitzvah 
Service

9:30am 7th Grade 
Shabbat Class

1:30pm Mincha Service  
& Baby Naming

8:48pm Havdalah

14 • 6 Nisan

9:00am RSRS 

10:00am Baby  
and Me

11:00am Town Hall

4:30pm Evolution  
of Judaism

15 • 7 Nisan 16 • 8 Nisan 17 • 9 Nisan

4:15pm RSRS

6:15pm KAJY 
Lounge Night

6:20pm Peer 
Mentor/B'nai Mitzvah 
Mishpacha Class

7:00pm Board 
Meeting

18 • 10 Nisan

6:30pm Introduction  
to Jewish Life

19 • 11 Nisan

6:30pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

7:54pm Candle 
Lighting

20 • 12 Nisan

Shabbat HaGadol, 
Metzora

9:30am Shabbat Morning 
Service

9:30am 7th Grade 
Shabbat Class

1:00pm Rabbinic 
Commentaries

8:55pm Havdalah

21 • 13 Nisan

9:00am RSRS Mock 
Passover Seder

10:00am Training 
Wheels 

12:00pm KAJY 
Chocolate Seder 

4:30pm Evolution  
of Judaism

22 • 14 Nisan

Erev Pesach 
Taanit Bechorot

7:57pm Candle 
Lighting

23 • 15 Nisan

Pesach 
Office Closed

9:30am Passover  
Day 1 Service

6:30pm Community 
Passover Seder

8:58pm Candle 
Lighting 

24 • 16 Nisan

Pesach 
1st Day Omer 
Office Closed

9:30am Passover  
Day 2 Service

7:00pm Young Adult 
Passover Event

8:59pm Havdalah

25 • 17 Nisan

Chol Hamoed Pesach 
2nd Day Omer

26 • 18 Nisan

Chol Hamoed Pesach 
3rd Day Omer

12:15pm Passover 
Lunch & Learn 

6:30pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

8:01pm Candle 
Lighting

27 • 19 Nisan

Chol Hamoed Pesach 
4th Day Omer

9:30am Shabbat Morning 
Service

9:02pm Havdalah

28 • 20 Nisan

Chol Hamoed Pesach 
5th Day Omer

9:30am Sunday 
Schmooze: Faye Lincoln 
Lecture Series

4:30 pm Evolution  
of Judaism

8:03pm Candle Lighting

29 • 21 Nisan

Pesach 
6th Day Omer 
Office Closed

9:30am Passover  
Day 7 Service

9:04pm Candle 
Lighting

30 • 22 Nisan

Pesach, Yizkor 
7th Day Omer 
Office Closed

9:30am Passover Day 
8 & Yizkor Service

9:05pm Havdalah
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MAY 2024
NISAN / IYYAR  5784

SUNDAY
Yom Rishon

MONDAY 
Yom Sheni

TUESDAY
Yom Schlishi

WEDNESDAY  
Yom Revi’i

THURSDAY
Yom Chamishi

FRIDAY
Yom Shishi

SATURDAY  
Shabbat

1 • 23 Nisan

8th Day Omer

4:15pm RSRS

6:15pm KAJY Lounge 
Night

6:20pm Peer 
Mentor/B'nai Mitzvah 
Mishpacha Class

2 • 24 Nisan

9th Day Omer

6:30pm Introduction  
to Jewish Life

3 • 25 Nisan

10th Day Omer

5:30pm Tot Shabbat 
Service

6:30pm Erev Shabbat 
Service

8:08pm Candle 
Lighting

4 • 26 Nisan

Shabbat Mevarchim 
11th Day Omer 
Achrei Mot

9:30am Shabbat 
Morning Service

9:30am 7th Grade 
Shabbat Class

9:09pm Havdalah

5 • 27 Nisan

12th Day Omer

8:00am Minyan 

9:00am RSRS 

10:00am Training 
Wheels 

12:00pm KAJY Event 

4:30 pm Evolution of 
Judaism

6 • 28 Nisan

Yom HaShoah 
13th Day Omer

7 • 29 Nisan

14th Day Omer

8 • 30 Nisan

Rosh Chodesh Iyyar 
15th Day Omer

4:15pm RSRS

6:20pm Peer 
Mentor/B'nai Mitzvah 
Mishpacha Class

9 • 1 Iyyar

Rosh Chodesh Iyyar 
16th Day Omer

6:30pm Introduction  
to Jewish Life

10 • 2 Iyyar

17th Day Omer

6:30pm Erev Shabbat 
Service

8:15pm Candle 
Lighting

11 • 3 Iyyar

18th Day Omer 
Kedoshim

9:30am Ben Mertens' 
Bar Mitzvah Service

9:30am 7th Grade 
Shabbat Class

9:16pm Havdalah

12 • 4 Iyyar

19th Day Omer 
Mother's Day

4:30pm Evolution of 
Judaism

13 • 5 Iyyar

Yom Hazikaron 
20th Day Omer

14 • 6 Iyyar

Yom Ha'Atzmaut 
21st Day Omer

6:30pm Rosh 
Chodesh Women's 
Group

15 • 7 Iyyar

22nd Day Omer

4:15pm RSRS

6:15pm KAJY Lounge 
Night

6:20pm Peer 
Mentor/B'nai Mitzvah 
Mishpacha Class

7:00pm Board 
Meeting

16 • 8 Iyyar

23rd Day Omer

7:30am Minyan 

6:30pm Introduction  
to Jewish Life

17 • 9 Iyyar

24th Day Omer

6:30pm 2nd–4th 
Grade, Teacher  
& Parent Committee 
Appreciation,  
and Shir Shabbat 
Service

7:45pm Peruvian 
Shabbat Dinner

8:22pm Candle 
Lighting

18 • 10 Iyyar

25th Day Omer, Emor

9:30am Thomas 
Duran's Bar Mitzvah 
Service

9:30am 7th Grade 
Shabbat Class

9:23pm Havdalah

19 • 11 Iyyar

26th Day Omer

9:00am RSRS End 
of Year & Police 
Appreciation Party 

4:30pm Evolution of 
Judaism

20 • 12 Iyyar

27th Day Omer

21 • 13 Iyyar

28th Day Omer

22 • 14 Iyyar

Pesach Sheni 
29th Day Omer

23 • 15 Iyyar

30th Day Omer

6:30pm Introduction  
to Jewish Life

24 • 16 Iyyar

31st Day Omer

6:30pm Erev Shabbat 
Service

8:29pm Candle 
Lighting

25 • 17 Iyyar

32nd Day Omer, Behar

9:30am Shabbat 
Morning & 10th Grade 
Confirmation Service

9:29pm Havdalah

26 • 18 Iyyar

Lag B'Omer 
33rd Day Omer

4:30pm Evolution of 
Judaism

6:00pm Lag B'Omer 
Bonfire & BBQ

27 • 19 Iyyar

34th Day Omer 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed

28 • 20 Iyyar

35th Day Omer

29 • 21 Iyyar

36th Day Omer

30 • 22 Iyyar

37th Day Omer

31 • 23 Iyyar

38th Day Omer

6:30pm Erev Shabbat 
Service

8:34pm Candle 
Lighting
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JUNE 2024
 IYYAR / SIVAN 5784

SUNDAY
Yom Rishon

MONDAY 
Yom Sheni

TUESDAY
Yom Schlishi

WEDNESDAY  
Yom Revi’i

THURSDAY
Yom Chamishi

FRIDAY
Yom Shishi

SATURDAY  
Shabbat

1 • 24 Iyyar

Shabbat Mevarchim 
39th Day Omer 
Bechukotai

9:30am Shabbat 
Morning Service

9:35pm Havdalah

2 • 25 Iyyar

40th Day Omer

8:00am Minyan 

9:30am Sunday 
Schmooze: Faye 
Lincoln Lecture Series 

10:00am Pride Parade

4:30pm Evolution of 
Judaism

3 • 26 Iyyar

41st Day Omer

4 • 27 Iyyar

42nd Day Omer

5 • 28 Iyyar

Yom Yerushalayim 
43rd Day Omer

6 • 29 Iyyar

44th Day Omer

7 • 1 Sivan

Rosh Chodesh Sivan 
45th Day Omer

5:00pm Tot Shabbat 
Service 

6:30pm Pride Erev 
Shabbat Service

7:45pm Pride 
Shabbat Dinner

8:39pm Candle 
Lighting 

8 • 2 Sivan

46th Day Omer 
Bamidbar

9:30am Shabbat 
Morning Service

9:39pm Havdalah

9 • 3 Sivan

47th Day Omer

9:15am Coffee and 
Community

4:30pm Evolution of 
Judaism

10 • 4 Sivan

48th Day Omer

11 • 5 Sivan

Erev Shavuot 
49th Day Omer

7:30pm Dinner & 
Tikkun Leil Shavuot

8:41pm Candle 
Lighting

12 • 6 Sivan

Shavuot—1st Day  
Office Closed

9:30am Shavuot  
Day 1 Service

12:15pm Shavuot 
Lunch & Learn

6:30pm Rosh 
Chodesh Women’s 
Group’s “Women in 
the Bible”

9:41pm Candle 
Lighting

13 • 7 Sivan

Shavuot, Yizkor 
Office Closed

9:30am Shavuot  
Day 2 Service & Yizkor

9:42pm Havdalah

14 • 8 Sivan

6:30pm Erev Shabbat 
Service

8:42pm Candle 
Lighting

15 • 9 Sivan

Nasso

9:30am Eden Kalay's 
Bar Mitzvah Service

2:30pm Ty Treloar's 
Bar Mitzvah Mincha 
Service

9:42pm Havdalah

16 • 10 Sivan

Father's Day

4:30pm Evolution of 
Judaism

17 • 11 Sivan 18 • 12 Sivan 19 • 13 Sivan

Juneteenth 
Office Closed

7:00pm Board 
Meeting

20 • 14 Sivan 21 • 15 Sivan

6:30pm Shir Shabbat 
Service with the Kol 
Ami Band & Choir

7:45pm Shabbat 
Dinner & Farewell to 
Cantor

8:44pm Candle 
Lighting

22 • 16 Sivan

Beha'alotcha

9:30am Solomon 
Foster's Bar Mitzvah 
Service

9:44pm Havdalah

23 • 17 Sivan

9:00am Kol Ami 
Outdoors Hike

4:30pm Evolution of 
Judaism

24 • 18 Sivan 25 • 19 Sivan 26 • 20 Sivan 27 • 21 Sivan 28 • 22 Sivan

6:30pm Summer Erev 
Shabbat Service in 
Esther's Garden

8:45pm Candle 
Lighting

29 • 23 Sivan

Shabbat Mevarchim 
Sh'lach

9:30am Jude Plotkin's 
Bar Mitzvah Service

9:44pm Havdalah

30 • 24 Sivan

4:30pm Evolution of 
Judaism
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
David Arnovitz
David Asman
Alexander Balk
Laurene Barrie
Emily Bauman
Amanda Bordelon
David Bruce
Mark Cantor
Mary Jane Ciccarello
Stephen Coleman
Jeff D'Amico
Paul Daniels
Tamara Evans
Jonathan Freedman
Jonathan Goldstein
Kaylee Gordon
Andrew Gordon
Bernard Grosser
Malgorzata Hecht
Ian Housman
Helene Jaffe
David Kaplan
Joanne Kotok
Lori Krasny
Rockland Larsen
Simon Leon
Jason Levin
David Litvack
Jeanmarie Mayer
Jaclyn Mitzman
Karen Nielsen
Julia Olivera
Rich Potashner
Richard Rappaport
Bonnie Rokeach
Debra Rothenberg
Susan Sandack
Rhiannon Scanlon
Chris Schaeffer

Jennifer Scott
Nancy Jeanne Arielle Siegel
Carl Smoot
Jay Spector
Ari Spelius
Sara Stern
Donald Strassberg
April Washburn
Rochelle Wenger
David Wilson
Amy Winkler
Susan Zuhl 

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Andrea Alcabes
Veronica Alcocer
Breana Allegrini
Margie Arnovitz
John Backels
Cantor Sharon Brown-Levy
Marc Davis
Toba Essig
Richard Evans
Yvonne Evdasin
Marie Gallo
Matthew George
Tracy Gruber
Carol Hochstadt
Lorie Jacobson
Melissa Jensen
Sandi Kahn
Butterfly Kalay
Brian Kamm
Jamie Kamm
Zachary Katz
Leslie Kelen
Justin Kramer
Ellen Leffler
Tanner Light
Steven Lobell

Claire Malarkey
Donna Milavetz
Naira Milhomens
Brian Mitzman
Shep Moore-Berg
Ryan Morgan
Anne Moskowitz Dolowitz
Michelle Oelsner
Benjamin Olson
Adam Rosh
Virginia Rothstein
Rolf Schindler
Daniel Shemper
Sharon Sonnenreich
Jeff Spiegel
Jeffery Stevenson
Lana Stoddard
Nancy Strahinic
Taylor Sublett
Janna Zamir 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Paula Akimseu
Aaron Akimseu
Jose Alcocer
Mar Ben-David
Doug Bergman
Jason Blauch
Anne Brodke
Micah Christensen
Jan Coleman
Matthew Damsky
Serena Damsky
Michael Daniels
Jacqueline Elliott
Judy Eschler
Dan Foster
Bunk Fox
Hannah Fudin
Douglas Grossman

Mark Hanson
Henryk Hecht
Andrea Henricks
Amy Ireland
Rachel Kellersberger
Laura Kessler
Lewis Kogan
Terry Kogan
Mak Laterza
Jeanne Leigh-Goldstein
Cheyenne Light
Barrie McAlister
David Mock
Emily Neuman
John Newland
Elaine Pollock
Sue Prottas
Channah Rosenberg
Arthur Sandack
Ben Scherz
Lavine Shapiro
Paul Sherrill
Geri Siegel
Christine Sisley
Louis Skaist
Rita Skolnick
Rachel Slivnick
Harris Sondak
Jeremy Spekman
Gary Strahinic
Elizabeth Tashjian
Suzanne Tornquist
Benjamin Torres
Linda Vigor
Michael Weidner
Eliane Wiese
Ellen Wilson

APRIL / MAY / JUNE 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
Jeff & Kathleen Berkson
Marvin & Jeanne Goldstein
Carol & Eric Hochstadt
Jim & Amy Ireland
Samuel & Rona Kipper
Galit & Eran Livne
Stefanie & Daniel Marxreiter
Tamar & Vicki Prero
Steven & Bonnie Rokeach
Geoffrey & Diane  

Huaying Silcox

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
José & Veronica Alcocer
Cathy & Thomas Collins
Tracy & Chris George

Stephen & Jaclyn Goldstein
Jenna & Tanner Gould
Stevan & Ivonne Hobfoll
James & Robyn Isaacson
Lisa & Adam Kaufman
Daniel & Lauren Knox
Richard & Helen Rappaport
James & Barbara Schallheim
Daniel & Christy Shemper
Holly & Jeff Spraker-Perlman
Arnold & Kay Tran 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
Patrice & David Arent
Matt & LouAnn Davidson
Marc & Sonja Davis
David S. & Anne Dolowitz

Joel & Lynn Elstein
David & Colby Feldon
Matthew & Amanda George
Michael & Sheryl Ginsberg
Ralph & Jeannie Golberg
Bernard & Karen Grosser
Andrew & Tracy Gruber
David & Ellen Grunwald
Matt & Rachel Haber
Mark & Mari Hanson
Alaina & Camila Hendricks
Alexa & Jason Hudson
Marjorie & Jathan Janove
Nathaniel & Anna Kogan
Gary & Fran Lapin
Yotam & Amanda Livnat
Leora & Paul Norkin

Aaron & Isabel Rokeach
Channah & Spencer 

Rosenberg
Adam & Danielle Rosh
David & Mychael Samuel
Greg & Robin Saunders
Cathy & Kevin Siegel
Michael & Rita Skolnick
Melanie & Tim Stein Grayson
Joshua & Deborah Steinberg
Rabbi Frederick &  

Rochelle Wenger
Jason & Eliane Wiese
David & Cody Wilson
Cheryl & Michael Winston
Abby & Ryan Zeveloff
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TODAH RABBAH TO OUR 
AMAZING VOLUNTEERS!
Devorah & José Alcocer
Breana & Michael Allegrini
Patrice Arent
Angela Arguello
Marcia Bannon
Sarah Becker
Barbenly Bischoff
Julia Braun
Cheyenne Brown
Gwen Campbell
Carla Cantor
Lisa Cohne-Khadjenoury  

& Siamak Khadjenoury
David Cowan
Judy Dahlquist
Matt & LouAnn Davidson
Vivian Dowsett
Dina Drits-Esser
Rita Elman
Angela Enno
Matthew George
Shana Godfred-Cato

Beth Goldberg
Amy Goodman
Isak Goodwin  

& Emily Neuman
Jenna Gould
Rebecca Gutiérrez
Carolina Hazman
Andrea Henricks  

& Henry Clausner
Claudia Hexem
Mita Hoppenfeld
Danielle Housman
Alexa Hudson
Allison Izaksonas
Rachel Jensen
Melanie & Cooper Jenson
Amir Kalay
Robyn Kirkham
Nate Kogan
Jaclyn Krasne
Ellen Leffler
Rob Lemieux

Yifat Levenstein
Sara Lewis
Faye Lincoln
David Litvack
Rebeca Magana-Aguilar
Wendy Martínez
Kelly McGuire
Melissa Mendelson
Bria Mertens
Susan Moore
Danielle Musick
Aimee Nussbaum
Wilma Odell
Julia Olivera
Benjamin Olson
Cheryl Ann Palmer
Jeff Perlman
Mazal Peterson
Tamar Prero
Sue Prottas
Carol Ransco
Mari Ransco

Lynn Rosen
Robert Rothenberg
Robin Saunders
Joanna Schaefer
Sarah Schechter
Susan Schulman
Pete Schwager
Myron Shapiro
Lois Spiegel
Holly Spraker-Perlman
Ben Starr
Garrett Stern
Jeff Stevenson
Nancy Strahinic
Lyna Tevenaz Jones
Evan Tobin
Jolene Treloar
Art Warsoff
April Washburn
Carolyn Williams
Abby Zeveloff

Please forgive us if anyone was left off!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR APRIL, MAY, AND JUNE

HELP WITH KIDDUSH FOR PASSOVER 
April 23rd, 24th, and 29th, 10:30am – 12:30pm

COOK FOR THE PASSOVER LUNCH & LEARN 
April 26th, 11:00am – 2:00pm

HELP PREPARE & SERVE OUR PERUVIAN SHABBAT DINNER 
May 17th, 6:30pm – 8:30pm

HELP PREPARE & SERVE OUR PRIDE SHABBAT DINNER 
June 7th, 6:30pm – 8:30pm

HELP PLAN OUR SUMMER CAMPING SHABBATON

Questions? Contact:

Galit Livne, Program & 
Engagement Coordinator 

programming@conkolami.org

Lisa Kaufman, Office & 
Membership Director 

officemanager@conkolami.org

Sign up now by scanning 
the QR code or visiting 
conkolami.org/form/
volunteer-april-may-

june-2024
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Contact Nancy Strahinic,  
Chesed Chairperson, at  

nancy.strahinic@gmail.com  
if you know of someone in  

need or can help fulfill a  
need in the community.

Preparing your  
Kosher food list?

Contact David Litvack at 
davidlitvack@hotmail.com to  

place your order or learn more.

The Mitzvah Network 
is now known as 

the Chesed Caring 
Committee

Need a ride to synagogue? Visit 
while in the hospital? Need a 

meal delivered after you’ve had 
a baby or been too ill to cook? 

Our Chesed Caring Committee 
is here to provide a helping 

hand! We are currently seeking 
volunteers to help out with  
this important service we 

provide to our community.
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A LEGACY IS FOREVER
CREATE YOURS TODAY

“As my parents planted for me before I was born,  
so do I plant for those who will come after me.” —Talmud

As a community, we all hope that 
those places that create Jewish life 
and meaning in our lives will remain 
vibrant and strong into the future. 
Life & Legacy, an initiative of the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, helps 
individuals and families create legacy 
gifts, providing a permanent source of 
support for the Jewish causes  
we care about. It is founded on the 
principle that all of us, regardless of 
age, wealth, or affiliation, can make an 
enduring impact. Your consideration 
of a legacy gift will ensure the 
continuation of our Utah Jewish 
community for future generations.

One of the key strategic goals of  
our synagogue is to establish a  
long-term plan for building assets 
that will support our ongoing  
financial needs and growth. Legacy 
Giving is a part of that overall plan. 

The Life & Legacy Giving Program is 
part of a broader, collaborative effort 
led by the United Jewish Federation 
of Utah, and in conjunction with 
the Jewish Family Services of 
Utah. You may choose to commit a 
future donation to Kol Ami, or any 
combination of these organizations.

We discovered that many people 
in the past have already provided 
for a Legacy Donation in their will or 
estate plan, but Kol Ami is not aware 
of this action. We encourage you 
to contact us with this information. 
For those who have not yet joined, 
we ask for your support by naming 
Congregation Kol Ami in your estate 
plan. Again, we thank our generous 
donors. You have started us down  
the right path. Your gift, in the future, 
will help us grow stronger.
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Paul & Anne Bernstein

Darrel & Anne Brodke

​​​​​​Daniel & Ellen Burman

Dov & Julie De Lay

David S. Dolowitz &  
Anne Moskowitz Dolowitz

David & Vivian Dowsett

Richard & Florence Evans

Simon & Joy Fisher

Bunk Fox

Naomi Franklin z"l

Martin & Sheila Gelman

David Goldenberg  
& Karen Lindau

Larry & Laura Green

Jim & Robyn Isaacson

Jay & Julie Jacobson

Tom & Laurie Jacobson

Helene & Richard Jaffe

Gary & Fran Lapin

Faye Lincoln

John & Bria Mertens

Cheryl Ann Palmer

Morton Pellatt  
& Martha Slattery

Sue Prottas

Joel Rosenberg

Evan & Lorraine Sanders

James & Barbara Schallheim

Pete Schwager

Alex & Lavine Shapiro

Geri & Gordon Siegel

Rabbi Samuel & Jill Spector

​​​​​​David & Sharon Sonnenreich

Martin Tannenbaum  
& Alex Ingersoll

​​​​​​Morris & Bernie Weiss

Rabbi Fred & Rochelle Wenger

Carol & Bob Wolff

Michael & Susan Zuhl

The individuals listed below have given us permission to identify their names through  
a Document of Commitment (DOC). The rest have chosen to remain anonymous.

Together, we 
can make a 
difference. 
For more 
information,  
feel free to 
contact:

Danny Burman 
385-388-8520 
Executive Director

Faye Lincoln 
801-518-6565 
Board Member  
& Legacy Chair

Larry Green 
732-735-2060 
Board Member &  
Legacy Committee Member

Gary Lapin 
801-943-7832 
Legacy Committee Member
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Ivy Smith and Jacob Rosenzweig welcomed

Esther Augusta Rosenzweig 
on November 2, 2023

Channah and Spencer Rosenberg welcomed

Levi Rosenberg 
on January 5, 2024

Leora Norkin and Paul Sherrill welcomed

Ira Anthony Norkin 
on January 31, 2024

Melissa Jensen, Michael Weidner, and Josie and Jackson  
welcomed a baby girl on March 26, 2024

MAZEL TOV!
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GRAVE MATTERS
 By Carol Hochstadt

COMFORTABLE  
FOR ALL JEWS
Our congregation is a merged one, so our members 
practice many levels of observance. When Kol Ami was 
formed and initial discussions of kashrut were held, 
it was decided that we would have kosher kitchens 
and that all food served from those kitchens would 
be strictly kosher. This would ensure that any Jew who 
came to our synagogue would feel comfortable eating 
with us—from the least observant, secular Jew to the 
most observant Rabbi. Similarly, we operate three 
cemeteries, one of which is labeled “Reform” and two 
of which cater to more observant Jews. But we have 
structured our rules so that any Jewish person, from 
the least observant to the most observant, should feel 
comfortable when visiting any of the three cemeteries.

This is primarily achieved by controlling what can 
be displayed on our properties but also by limiting 
access and conduct in ways that are acceptable to 
all branches of Judaism. What this means is that 
although in B’nai Israel we allow the burial of non-
Jewish spouses and their minor children, we are very 
clear that they are being buried in a Jewish cemetery, 
not a non-denominational one. Among other things, 
this means that: 1) clergy of a faith other than Judaism 
may not officiate at the cemetery; 2) we enforce 
rules about what symbols may be displayed on the 
headstone; and 3) any ritual at a burial must be Jewish. 
All of these requirements are laid out in our “Rules 
and Regulations” document, and anyone who is 
uncomfortable with them would be advised to make 
burial arrangements elsewhere.

One problem we have is that many of those interred 
in our cemeteries have living relatives or friends who 
are not Jewish and who do not know or understand jewishcemeteryutah.org

IN MEMORIAM

Rochelle Bohn 
Jewish Community Member 

Arthur Dunn 
Jewish Community Member

Benjamin Frank 
Partner of Marie Gallo

Ilya Gitin 
Jewish Community Member

Maia Leikina 
Jewish Community Member

Barbara Rosenfield 
Mother of Micah Rosenfield

Bonnie Rosen 
Grandmother of Channah Rosenberg

Leslie Straus 
Jewish Community Member

Gary Stollerman 
Jewish Community Member

 

 

May their memories  
be a blessing!
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our rules. We know that they mean well, and 
likely think that it is perfectly natural to bring 
a Christmas wreath to the cemetery to place 
on the grave of a loved one. While we want 
to be sensitive to the needs of these relatives, 
unfortunately when Jewish people visit the 
cemetery and see this perceived Christian 
symbol, they may be uncomfortable. For that 
reason, if any cemetery Trustee or one of our 
cemetery maintenance employees sees such 
an item on our grounds, they will immediately 
remove it. If we know who has left the item, 
we will notify them so that they will avoid the 
expense of bringing such items in the future.

One way that we do our best to ensure 
that any Jew who visits our cemeteries will 
feel comfortable with what they see is by 
having an approval process for the writing 
and artwork on our monuments. Some 
symbols are present in both Judaism and 
other religions, such as the dove, the olive 
branch, or a book—and of course they 
will be approved. But there are others, 
such as the fish, crescent moon, anchor, 

crosses of any type, and some flowers 
with Christian symbolism that will not be 
approved. For example, whereas Easter 
lilies are recognizable Christian symbols, the 
monument company can depict a different 
variety of lily which will be fine.
The bottom line is that monuments are 
public displays that will be viewed by all 
visitors to the cemetery, not just by the 
family of the particular deceased. For that 
reason, we try our best to ensure that nothing 
on the monument will cause the average 
Jewish person any discomfort. Happily, 
our local monument companies are very 
knowledgeable so our needing to reject a 
design is very rare.

In addition to all that the Cemetery 
Association does to maintain the yiddishkeit 
of our cemeteries, we appreciate that our 
visitors generally act in a respectful manner 
and maintain the Jewish character and dignity 
of our properties. We also assume that the 
souls that have been entrusted to our care 
and their families are appreciative.

 

MEMBER NON-MEMBER

Leaf (Small)
Memorial / In Honor $100 $200

Leaf (Large)
Memorial / In Honor $180 $360

Leaf (Small)
B’nai Mitzvah $72 $150

Memorial Plaque $360 $720

Move to  
the New Wall $36 $72

To purchase, please contact the office at  
info@conkolami.org or call 801-484-1501.  
Advance payment required.

TREE OF LIFE LEAVES 
& MEMORIAL 
PLAQUES

mailto:info%40conkolami.org?subject=
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ADVERTISE  
IN THIS 

BULLETIN!

See pricing on page 2 or contact  
the office for more information!

Kol Ami has a modern, heated 
Mikvah available to all of our 
members for immersions and  
other ritual needs. If you would  
like to make an appointment or have 
questions, please contact the office at  
info@conkolami.org or 801-484-1501. 

72-hour advance notice is required.

THE  
KOL AMI 
MIKVAH
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TODAH RABBAH
THANK YOU

These donations were received between December 29th and March 15th.

ADULT ED FUND
In honor of the congregation

José & Verónica Alcocer
Sue Prottas
Nancy & Gary Strahinic

In honor of the scholar-in-residence 
for Shavuot

Greg & Robin Saunders

"BRING IN THE LIGHT" 
CONCERT FUND
In honor of the congregation

Reagan Outdoor Advertising

CHESED CARING 
COMMITTEE FUND
In loving memory of Mark's parents, 
Frances and Sam Sapitsky

Mark Sapitsky & Richard Metzner

EPSTEIN INDIGENT 
CEMETERY FUND
In loving memory of Jim's father,  
Jo Isaacson

Jim & Robyn Isaacson

In loving memory of Jim's  
mother, Marlene Isaacson

Jim & Robyn Isaacson

ESTHER'S  
GARDEN FUND
In honor of Marty Gelman's  
85th birthday. Congratulations  
on this milestone!

Helene & Richard Jaffe

FREIDA SWEITZER 
MOBILE FOOD  
PANTRY FUND
In loving memory of Cheryl's mother, 
Nellie Armbruster Palmer

Cheryl Ann & Michael Palmer

GENERAL FUND 
In honor of the congregation

Anonymous
Jonathan & Karen Boxer
Gina Dalton
Rita Elman
Jennifer Elsken
M K & John Garbett
Douglas & Denise Goldsmith
Matt Haber & Rachel Mitchell
Aleksander & Brittney Hansen
Virginia Hecker-Borders
Nedda Hendler
Christina Hirsch
Charlotte Kirkwood
Scott Klepper
Leonid Kopytkovskiy
Gary & Fran Lapin
German Leikin
Simon Leon & Nelsa Dowling
Shellie Linfesty
Jacob Minas
Marcia Nichols

Julia Olivera
Cheryl Ann & Michael Palmer
Arthur Sandack
Mathew & Sarah Shechter
Samuel Shefer
Carl & Tracine Smoot
Lana & Sean Stoddard
Rachel Stone
Suzanne Tornquist  

& Michael Fletcher
Stoney Wantland
Paul Werner
Jason & Eliane Wiese
Blair Williams
Marty & Liz Wolk
Jody & Wai-Ming Wong
Zion's Bank

In appreciation of Moshe's  
haftarah reading

Janine Adler Parker  
& David Parker

In loving memory of Rose Thielen's 
mother, Bella Katz DeCurtis

Gary & Debra Aplin

In loving memory of Barbara's  
father, Samuel Friedman

Barbara Arnovitz

Thank you for officiating our 
marriage ceremony in Utah.  
Your presence and words made  
our day truly special.

Dov and Sophia Baram

In loving memory of Arlene's 
husband, Robert Siegel

Arlene Boord Siegel

In loving memory of Arlene's  
mother, Nora Boord

Arlene Boord Siegel
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In loving memory of Carolee's 
mother-in-law, Edna Burack Lonstein

Carolee Burack

In loving memory of Miki's  
husband, Joseph Casalino

Miki Casalino

In loving memory of Orlene's  
father, Samuel Henteleff

Alan & Orlene Cohen

In loving memory of  
Leonard Barnett Cowan

Deanna Cowan

In honor of Lisa Kaufman's birthday
John & Helene Cuomo

In memory of Eileen's son,  
David Jacob Blake Davies

Eileen Davies

In loving memory of Gary's  
mother, Eleanor Stein Doctorman

Gary Doctorman

In loving memory of Vivian's  
brother, Rabbi Shalom Korn

David & Vivian Dowsett

In loving memory of Lena's  
father, Asher Yufit

Michael & Lena Filshtinsky

In loving memory of Daniel's  
brother, Benjamin M. Frank

Daniel Frank

In loving memory of Ralph's  
mother, Ida Freda Golberg

Ralph & Jeannie Golberg

In loving memory of David's  
father, Walter B Kieda OBM 

Lisa Goldstein Kieda  
& David Kieda

In appreciation of your 
congregation. May you meet  
in safety and love! 

Dana Gossner

In loving memory of Gail's  
father, Eugene Hertz 

Gail Hertz

In loving memory of Thereasa's  
son, Tyler Persellin 

Thereasa Hunnewell  
& William McCaulie

Sending get well wishes to  
Fran Lapin 

Hilda Isaacson

In loving memory of Sandra's  
son, David Kahn 

Sandi Kahn

In loving memory of Malka's  
father, Victor Kassel 

Malka Kassel

In loving memory of Joyce's  
mother, Ricky Green 

Leslie & Joyce Kelen

In loving memory of Leonid's  
wife, Svetlana Kopytkovskiy 

Leonid Kopytkovskiy

In loving memory of the  
Kopelev family 

Elina Kotlyar

In loving memory of Vladimir's  
aunt, Polina Grossman 

Vladimir Kozhevnikov  
& Yelena Spivak

In loving memory of Dave's  
mother, Shirley Kronenberg 

Dave & Barbara Kronenberg

In loving memory of Alyssa's  
mother, Barbara B. Levy 

Alyssa Levy & Janet Morley

In loving memory of our son, 
brother, and uncle, Eric Linett

Alan & Debbie Linett

In appreciation of the staff  
of Kol Ami

Peter Litvack

In loving memory of Genya 
Sasonkin, amazing mother  
and grandma

Ella & Spero Musuris

In loving memory of Isaak Khurgel, 
loving grandfather

Ella & Spero Musuris

In loving memory of Eva Khurgel, 
loving grandmother

Ella & Spero Musuris

In loving memory of  
Sophia Gozina, our aunt

Ella & Spero Musuris

In loving memory of Aimee's  
father, Jacob Nussbaum

Aimee Nussbaum  
& Yonathan Melman

In loving memory of Jeanne's 
daughter, Caryn Pepper

Jeanne Pepper

In loving memory of Jeanne's 
husband, Dean Pepper

Jeanne Pepper

In loving memory of Mazal's  
father, Jacob Eliahu

Knute & Mazal Peterson

TODAH RABBAH
THANK YOU
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In loving memory of Michael's  
father, John Pritz

Michael & Edmay Pritz

In loving memory of Nomi Loeb
Sue Prottas

In fond memory of Nomi Loeb
Gerald & Virginia Rothstein

In loving memory of Sherri's 
husband, Joel Shilcrat

Sherri Shilcrat

In loving memory of Tamara's 
mother, Haritina Zbirnea

Tamara Shimanovich

In loving memory of Malcolm's 
father, Max Skolnick

Malcolm & Lois Skolnick

In memory of Floyd Eschler
Larina Mary Sohn  

& Norma Kay Senzee

In loving memory of Lois's  
father, Harry J. Finke

Lois Spiegel

In loving memory of Mark's mother, 
Midred Stein. Thank you for such a 
welcoming environment at Friday 
night services, as I observed the  
first yahrzeit for my mother.

Mark Stein

In loving memory of Lana's  
mother, Ivy Bell-Bazer

Lana & Sean Stoddard

In loving memory of Barry's 
daughter, Amy Vernon

Barry Vernon

In honor of the Drits-Esser family
Marc & Joanna Weinreich

In loving memory of Heidi & 
Richard's beloved grandson, 
Nicholas Harrison

Richard & Heidi Weinsoft

In loving memory of Elena's 
grandfathers, Petr Sorokin and  
David Zilberman, and Elena's  
great uncle, Boris Sorokin

Elena & Serge Weissburd

In loving memory of Lynne's mother, 
Frances Bernstein Wimmer

Lynne Wimmer

IN-KIND DONATION
In honor of the congregation

John & Bria Mertens

LIBRARY FUND
In loving memory of Hal's mother, 
Ethel Pollock

Hal & Elaine Pollock

MISHLOACH  
MANOT FUND
In honor of the congregation

Anonymous 
Janine Adler Parker  

& David Parker
José & Verónica Alcocer
Michael & Breana Allegrini
Tracy Altman
Paul & Ann Bernstein
Sasha Biletsky & Sofia LaHaye
Carolee Burack
Daniel & Ellen Burman
Gwen Campbell

John & Helene Cuomo
Marc Davis & Sonja Bates
Melissa & Colin DeFord
Jack & Joyce Dolcourt
David S. Dolowitz &  

Anne Moskowitz Dolowitz
David & Vivian Dowsett
Jacqueline Elliott
Jennifer Elsken
Matthew George  

& Amanda Bordelon
Ralph & Jeannie Golberg
Lawrence & Laura Green
Myles & Carolyn Greenberg
Bernard Grosser  

& Karen McArthur
Virginia Hecker-Borders
Carol & Eric Hochstadt
Jim & Robyn Isaacson
Rachel Jensen
David & Andrea Kaplan
Neil Kaplan
Leslie & Joyce Kelen
Michael & Heather King
Tamara Kipper
Alyshia & Ross Klein
Dave & Barbara Kronenberg
Branon Lamphere
Kelly McGuire
Joel & Elaine Miller
Joseph & Susan Moore
Kyra Morgan
Cheryl Ann & Michael Palmer
Knute & Mazal Peterson
Sue Prottas
Steven & Bonnie Rokeach
Morris Rosenzweig  

& Mary Jane Ciccarello
Robert & Debra Rothenberg
Gerald & Virginia Rothstein
Susan Schulman
Pete Schwager
Shelley & Steven Schwartz
Geri & Gordon Siegel

TODAH RABBAH
THANK YOU



CONGREGATION KOL AMI  •  PUBLICATION NUMBER 2 FOR THE YEAR 202450

Jolene & Julia Snyder
David & Sharon Sonnenreich
Lois Spiegel
David & Bethany Steinberg
Adena & Jeanmarie Stern
Nancy & Gary Strahinic
Arthur Warsoff  

& Diane Hartz Warsoff
Mollie Weisman  

& Michael Primiano
David & Eliana White
Carolyn Williams

MUSIC/CHOIR FUND
In loving memory of Susan's  
father, Zalmon Horn

Susan Horn

ONEG/KIDDUSH FUND
In honor of the congregation

Daniel & Ellen Burman
Carl & Tracine Smoot

PASSOVER SEDER 
DONATION
In honor of the congregation

Anonymous

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In honor of Lisa Kaufman's birthday 
and with appreciation of Rabbi 
Spector and the hardworking  
Kol Ami staff

Marshall & Andrea Sanders

PURIM FUND
In honor of the congregation

Tracy Altman
Alan Bazer
Rachel Benator
Paul & Ann Bernstein
Sasha Biletsky & Sofia LaHaye
Cheyenne Brown & Mike Shafto
Andrew & Courtney Caplan
David Cowan & Sarah Becker
David S. Dolowitz  

& Anne Moskowitz Dolowitz
Rowan Fae
Matthew George  

& Amanda Bordelon
Ralph & Jeannie Golberg
Marvin Goldstein  

& Jeanne Leigh-Goldstein
Charli Goodman
Lawrence & Laura Green
Myles & Carolyn Greenberg
Joelle Kanshepolsky  

& Andrew Gotshalk
Leslie & Joyce Kelen
Gail Kessel
Michael & Heather King
Robyn & Jeff Kirkham
Alyshia & Ross Klein
Dave & Barbara Kronenberg
David Lichtman
Danielle Lopez
Kelly McGuire
Joseph & Susan Moore
Kyra Morgan
Julie O’Neill
Cheryl Ann & Michael Palmer
Amanda Robinson
Gerald & Virginia Rothstein
Susan Schulman
Shelley & Steven Schwartz
Rita & Iza Shimanovich
David & Sharon Sonnenreich
David & Bethany Steinberg

Blair Williams
Carolyn Williams
Yahelle Yaccoby

RABBI SPECTOR  
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of Rabbi Spector— 
I support and pray for you 

Sally Beesley

Thank you for officiating our 
marriage!! 

Kealey Casey

In loving memory of Gary's 
grandfather, Joe Doctorman 

Gary Doctorman

In honor of Rabbi Spector
Judy Eschler

In appreciation of Rabbi Sam 
Spector for the difference he is 
making in the lives of others.  
I'm so very proud of you. 

Margaret Gregg

Thanks for what you are doing  
for young Israeli Jewish couples 

Yuval Groberman

In honor of the congregation 
Gary & Fran Lapin

In honor of the children of Kol Ami 
Gary & Fran Lapin

In appreciation to Rabbi Spector  
for reciting a misha barach for 
Cynthia Melenson 

Richard & Cynthia Melenson

TODAH RABBAH
THANK YOU
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In loving memory of Cheryl's  
father, Thomas Masten Palmer 

Cheryl Ann & Michael Palmer

In honor of Rabbi Spector
Zoe & David Wood

REFUGEE  
ASSISTANCE FUND
In loving memory of Jay's mother, 
Betty Spector

Jay & Barbara Spector

RELIGIOUS  
SCHOOL FUND
In honor of the children of Kol Ami

David E. & Pamela Anisman
David Anson
Cheyenne Brown & Mike Shafto
Ashley Davis
Matthew George  

& Amanda Bordelon
Christina Hirsch
Mathew & Sarah Shechter
Samuel Shefer
Lana & Sean Stoddard
Jason & Eliane Wiese

In loving memory of Sarina's 
mother, Halina

Sarina Kalay

In honor of Esther Spector's  
first birthday

Judy & Larry Weindruch

In loving memory of Frank's  
father, Paul Yanowitz

Betty & Frank Yanowitz

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
RICHARD TILLERY 
MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
In memory of Richard Tillery

Joe Benator

In loving memory of Richard Tillery
Rachel Benator

In memory of Richard Josiah Tillery
Stella K. Port

In memory of Robin's brother, 
Richard J. Tillery

Robin Tillery

ROSH CHODESH FUND
In honor of the women of Kol Ami

Anonymous
Michael & Breana Allegrini
Patrice Arent & David Mock
Marcia & Joe Bannon
Kelly & Steve Baron
Rachel Benator
Cheyenne Brown & Mike Shafto
William Calderón  

& Wendy Martínez
David & Vivian Dowsett
Carol & Eric Hochstadt
Susan Horn
Danielle & Ian Housman
James & Robyn Isaacson
Melanie & Cooper Jenson
Rachel & Robert Lemieux
Kelly McGuire
Gabrielle McHenry
Emily Neuman & Isak Goodwin
John & JoAnne Newland
Julie O’Neill

Tracy Plotkin
Sue Prottas
Abby & Colin Rehkugler
Greg & Robin Saunders
Dondea Sherer
Pamela Silberman  

& Bryan Gibson
Jeremy Spekman  

& Carolina Hazman
Holly Spraker-Perlman  

& Jeff Perlman
Jeffery Stevenson & Lori Krasny
Arthur Warsoff  

& Diane Hartz Warsoff

SALLY GINSBERG 
FUND
In honor of the congregation

Anonymous

SECURITY FUND
In honor of the congregation

Anonymous
Coy Clawson
Nathan Nielsen

In honor of Lana, Sean, Mara,  
and Elliott Stoddard

Alicia & Frank Laquidara

With love to Jolene, Lia, Mia, and Ty 
Trelar from "The Future Now Fund"

Carol Overvold  
& Andy Jacobson

TODAH RABBAH
THANK YOU
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SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In honor of the congregation

Michael & Breana Allegrini
Julia Olivera
Carolyn Williams

SOCIAL ACTION FUND— 
"BOOKS 4 ALL"
In honor of the congregation

Brian & Beth Bacigalupo
Alan & Orlene Cohen
John & Helene Cuomo
Jeffrey & Julie DeLong
David & Vivian Dowsett
Jeffrey & Laura Gliedman
Daniel & Gail Leitman
Randall & Ann MacDonald
Maylee Noah
Susan Schulman
Susan Vogeler

TORAH FUND
In loving memory of Norman's mother, Frances 
Sapitsky

Norman & Libba Sapitsky

In loving memory of Ruth's husband, Herman 
Spiegel

Ruth Ellenbogen Spiegel

VISION 2060 FUND
In honor of the congregation

Anonymous 
Faye Lincoln

TODAH RABBAH
THANK YOU

WAYS TO 
DONATE:

DONATE TO 
THE CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT/
SECURITY FUND
conkolami.org/ 
capital-improvement-
security-fund

DONATE TO THE 
GENERAL FUND
conkolami.org/ 
general-fund-donation

DONATE TO  
THE RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL FUND
conkolami.org/ 
rs-fund-donation

LIFE & LEGACY  
GIVING
conkolami.org/ 
life-legacy
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Salt Lake City Location 
801-746-4334 
495 E 4500 S, Ste 100, Salt Lake City, 84107

Park City Location 
435-640-6697 
650 Round Valley Drive, Park City, 84068

Pre-Loss Grief 
Workshop for 
Caregivers

Art of Watercolors:  
A Beginner Friendly Series

Fridays, starting March 8th 
9:00am – 10:30am 
via Zoom • FREE

Join us for this invaluable FREE 
support group tailored for 
caregivers of individuals living with 
dementia or similar conditions, 
as they navigate the journey of 
anticipating loss. Over the course 
of ten weeks, participants will find 
solace, enhance their pre-loss grief 
coping mechanisms, and develop 
essential self-care practices. 

Sessions will be held via Zoom on 
Fridays, from 9:00 to 10:30 am, 
starting March 8th and concluding 
on May 10th. Facilitated by Katie 
Young, CSW, and Rachel Winward, 
CSW, this workshop promises a 
supportive environment for growth 
and healing. 

To learn more and secure your  
spot, please email Rachel at  
rachel@jfsutah.org or Katie  
at katie@jfsutah.org.

Wednesdays, starting March 8th 
10:00am – 11:00am • via Zoom • FREE

Embark on a creative journey into the world of 
watercolors guided by Ogden-based artist Susan 
Snyder. Each week, you'll delve into the fundamentals of 
paints, paper, brushes, and color mixing while crafting 
a new piece of art. Susan Snyder is not only a talented 
watercolorist but also a passionate naturalist and writer, 
known for her captivating field journal-style artwork that 
explores the wonders of nature. 

As a member of prestigious organizations like the Ogden 
Palette Club, Utah Watercolor Society, and Wasatch 
Audubon Society, Susan's work has been showcased 
in various exhibitions, including the Eccles Community 
Art Center, the Ogden Arts Festival, and even the 
International Environmental Art Show at Lesley University 
in Cambridge, MA. With a background in journalism, 
Susan also shares her expertise through freelance articles 
on nature and the environment, aiding others in using 
writing to complement their journal illustrations. 

This FREE class is for adults 55+ and most materials are 
included. Class time has changed this month. It will be 
held online, Wednesdays from 10:00am to 11:00am.

Space is limited, and materials will need to be ordered. 
Please register by February 29th by emailing Emily 
Christensen at emily@jfsutah.org.

jfsutah.org
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Executive Committee

John Mertens, President

​​​​​​Faye Lincoln, Vice President

Greg Saunders, Treasurer

Cheryl Palmer, Secretary

Board Members

Dov De Lay
Larry Green
Carol Hochstadt
Tom Jacobson

Melissa Jensen
Robyn Kirkham
Gary Lapin 
David Litvack 

Carl Smoot
Melanie Stein Grayson 
Tessa Vaschel 
Jason Wiese 

Maria McLeod, Senior Assistant
seniorassistant@conkolami.org • 801-484-1501 ext. 103

Galit Livne, Program & Engagement Coordinator
programming@conkolami.org • 801-484-1501

Wendy Billings, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@conkolami.org • 385-388-8586

CLERGY & STAFF
Samuel L. Spector
Rabbi

rabbi@conkolami.org
801-484-1501

Sharon Brown-Levy
Cantor/Hazzan

cantor@conkolami.org
801-484-1501

Frederick L. Wenger
Rabbi Emeritus

fwenger@regnew.org
801-484-1501

Daniel Burman
Executive Director

director@conkolami.org
385-388-8520

Lana Stoddard, Communications Coordinator
communications@conkolami.org • 801-484-1501

Tamara Kipper, Bunk Fox Director of the  
Rafi Schwartz Religious School
rsdirector@conkolami.org • 385-388-8599

Lisa Kaufman, Office & Membership Director
officemanager@conkolami.org • 385-388-8523

Kimberly Saul, Preschool Director
kimberly.saul@yahoo.com • 385-388-8589

Paul Thompson, Building Maintenance

William Calderón, Director of Building Maintenance
801-484-1501

Isaac Billings, Building Maintenance

Tracy Plotkin, Religious School Assistant
rsassistant@conkolami.org, 801-484-1501

Danielle Musick, Office, Programming, & Project Assist. 
officeassistant@conkolami.org, 801-484-1501

Lexi Atkinson, Administrative Assistant
adminassistant@conkolami.org, 801-484-1501

Laurence D. Loeb
Cantor Emeritus

ldloeb@mindspring.com
801-484-1501

Kol Ami Cemetery Association
Carol Hochstadt  •  kolamicemetery@yahoo.com  •  385-388-8574  •  www.jewishcemeteryutah.org



Congregation Kol Ami is an affiliate of the United Synagogue  
of Conservative Judaism and the Union for Reform Judaism

QUARTERLY BULLETIN

2425 East Heritage Way, Salt Lake City, UT 84109
PHONE 801-484-1501  •  FAX 801-484-1162  •  info@conkolami.org  •  www.conkolami.org

Follow us on:

JOIN THE  
KOL AMI 

COMMUNITY
We’re so excited for the future of Kol Ami!  

We’d love to have you as part of our community. 
We work hard to maintain a warm, inclusive 

atmosphere that makes Kol Ami a special place— 
a congregation for all our people. Every person  
counts and everyone is welcome. Learn more at  

www.conkolami.org/joinus or contact the office  
at 801-484-1501 or info@conkolami.org.

Congregation Kol Ami’s 
mission is to provide 
Jews by birth, Jews by 
choice, and K’rov Yisrael 
interfaith families a 
place to join together 
as we worship, learn, 
and celebrate Judaism 
in a dynamic and caring 
community. Every person 
counts and everyone  
is welcome.

O
ur

 M
is

si
on

Congregation Kol Ami 
pursues passionate Jewish 
engagement through 
Limmud Torah (Jewish 
education), Avodah (ritual), 
and Gemilut Hasadim 
(service to others). We  
aspire to balance our 
capacity and offerings 
to deliver excellence in 
pursuing these three 
interconnected pillars, 
providing opportunities  
for the curious and  
scholarly alike.

O
ur

 V
is

io
n


