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SHABBAT SERVICE SCHEDULE

Date Torah Portion Friday Saturday

July 3 – 4 Hukkat-Balak
5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:00 am — Traditional Shabbat Service

July 10 – 11 Pinhas
5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:00 am — Traditional Shabbat Service

July 17 – 18
Shabbat M’var’khim 
Matot-Masei

5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:00 am — Traditional Shabbat Service

July 24 – 25
Shabbat Hazon 
D'varim

5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:00 am — Traditional Shabbat Service

July 31 – August 1
Shabbat Nachamu 
Vaetchanan

5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:00 am — Traditional Shabbat Service

August 7 – 8 Eikev
5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:00 am — Traditional Shabbat Service

August 14 – 15
Shabbat M’var’khim  
Re'eh

5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:30 am — Issac Haber's Bar Mitzvah 
Service

August 21 – 22 Shoftim
5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:00 am — Seth King's Bar Mitzvah Service

August 28 – 29 Ki Teitzei
5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:30 am — Marcus Franta's Bar Mitzvah 
Service 

September 4 – 5 Ki Tavo
5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:30 am — Avi Gotshalk's Bar Mitzvah 
Service

September 11 –12 Nitzvaim-Vayeilech
5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:00 am — Traditional Shabbat Service

September 18 – 20
Shabbat M’var’khim  
Sh'lach

5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:00 am — Traditional Shabbat Service

September 25 – 26 Korach
5:30 pm — Family Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm — Erev Shabbat Service

9:00 am — Traditional Shabbat Service

Kol Ami Living Publication Schedule

Bulletin Publication Submission Deadline

January / February / March December 1

April / May / June March 1

July / August / September June 1

October / November / December September 1

Advertising Rates

Ad Size 1 Issue 2 Issues 4 Issues

Business Card $100 $175 $330

1/4 Page $165 $285 $440

1/2 Page $310 $460 $880

Full Page $550 $880 $1,650

If you would like to advertise in this bulletin, please send all articles and photos to communications@conkolami.org.
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FROM OUR RABBI,  
SAMUEL L. SPECTOR

I love the High Holidays because 
it is a time for reflection and 
also forces us to confront the 
uncertainty of the year ahead,  
our own vulnerability, and the 
ways in which we can create  
both a holier world and holier 
versions of ourselves. With that 
said, I am both dreading and 
eagerly anticipating this year’s 
High Holidays. 

Last year, our synagogue was filled 
and this year, it will be largely 
empty as we face a new world that 
none of us predicted a mere year 
ago. We will also be entering the 
holidays this year knowing that a 
couple months later one of the 
most important elections of our 
lifetimes will take place, which will 
determine the future of our nation 
and many of our lives personally. 
Yet, where my excitement comes 
is that I believe that, even if it 
is by screen, our themes of the 
High Holidays and prayers will 
be more relevant, important and 

meaningful than perhaps any  
prior year. 

This past year has seen riots 
throughout our nation as we have 
held a mirror up to ourselves 
and asked if we as a society are 
applying our collective values to 
every person regardless of the 
color of their skin. We have seen 
millions of Americans become 
infected by the coronavirus, 
and millions more lose their 
employment as a result. For us 
as a synagogue, we enjoyed a 
balanced budget and a growth 
in membership; the pandemic 
forced us to become creative 
and find new ways to engage 
our congregation in meaningful 
worship, thought-provoking 
lifelong education, and 
compassionate pastoral care. 
Yet, in this new world, we ask the 
question about ourselves that so 
many congregations are asking, 
“Which synagogues will live and 
which will die?” in the midst of this 

pandemic. I am optimistic that we 
will both support our members in 
the year ahead and that they in 
turn will continue to support us 
during these challenging times. 

As we mentally prepare ourselves 
for the High Holidays, I invite you 
to look for ways that we can create 
more holiness in the broken 
world that we live in and for us 
create Tikkun Olam, a repaired 
world through both our prayers 
and deeds. Judaism contains the 
message of hope, that tomorrow 
can be better than today, while at 
the same time promising to be a 
light unto the nations of the world. 
In this moment of darkness, where 
many feel hopeless, our traditions 
and faith are needed in the world 
more than they have been in a 
lifetime; let us join together in 
embarking on this holy journey 
as we courageously enter 5781. 
May it be a better year for us, our 
nation, and our world as a whole.

VIRTUAL  
TORAH STUDY 

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM • VIA ZOOM
To join the class use the links provided in our weekly newsletters 
or contact the Rabbi at rabbi@conkolami.org.

with Rabbi Samuel L. Spector
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FROM OUR CANTOR, 
WENDY BAT-SARAH

WHAT CHANGES & WHAT REMAINS THE SAME 
Here at the Rafi Schwartz Religious School we are 
working through some significant changes. As our 
society learns how to navigate in a world impacted 
by a new virus, we are examining what it is that we 
do best, what our students need most from us,  
and how we can continue to provide Jewish 
community and learning while mitigating the 
dangers of spreading COVID-19.

For now, the plan is to provide our core instruction— 
especially for the 3rd through 7th grades—through 
remote means. This means that we will continue 
to offer classes through Zoom. If we can, we will 
move to a hybrid model, where some students will 
be in the room with the teacher, while others are 
accessing the class remotely. We are redesigning 
our curriculum and lesson plans to work well in the 
online environment. We are also supplementing 
our core instruction with asynchronous experiences 
where students will engage with the curriculum 
through games on their phones or tablets. 

The plan that I am most excited by is something  
I’m calling Beiteinu—Our Homes. This program  
will bring our big Sunday events to your homes  
with small groups of two to three families for each 
event. This will bring multi-age Jewish learning 
and social events out into the community. You will 
have the chance to learn and to celebrate with your 
Jewish neighbors.

One of the most important things to consider as 
we move together into this coming year is that 
circumstances will be changing; our knowledge 
base will be changing, our comfort levels with being 

together will be changing. We are working hard to 
design a program built on a core of remote learning, 
that is also flexible enough to expand to group 
activities as much as possible.

Judaism is a group experience. Jewish education  
is not simply learning to decode Hebrew letters, 
recite specifics blessings, or cook certain foods. 
Judaism is a lifetime of experiences that we have 
together. We will all need to be highly creative  
over the next few months to give our families  
those experiences that build Jewish memories  
for all our children.

At our religious school, we are seeing another major 
change. We will be bidding farewell to our beloved 
Assistant Director, Sarah Stein. Sarah has served the 
congregation in several roles over the past twenty 
years, coming to the Religious School during the 
time of Orit’s leadership, and then partnering with 
David Asman during the two-year search for a new 
Religious School Director. She was an incredible 
help to me during my transition into this community. 
Many of you have come to know Sarah over the 
years as a loving presence at the core of the 
Religious School. During the five years that I have 
known her, she has been a constant advocate for 
all of our children, always working creatively to find 
ways to include each student in Jewish learning.  
She will be deeply missed.

B’ahavah,
Cantor Wendy Bat-Sarah
Director, Rafi Schwartz Religious School
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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR, DANNY BURMAN

WE NEED EACH OTHER NOW MORE THAN EVER 
In the words of Rabbi Yosef 
Kanefsky, “Every hand that we 
don’t shake must become a 
phone call that we place. Every 
embrace that we avoid must 
become a verbal expression of 
warmth and concern. Every foot 
that we physically place between 
ourselves and another must 
become a thought as to  
how we might help that other.”

It’s been three and a half months 
now that we have not been able 
to see each other and I want to 
make one thing clear—WE MISS 
YOU. As much as we miss you, 
we know you miss one another. 
We all miss kibbutzing at 
kiddush, shaking hands, sharing 
l’chaim’s and exchanging warm 
hugs. We miss the feeling of 
being “at home” the moment 
we enter Kol Ami. We miss 
seeing each other when we drop 
off and pick up our children 
for religious school. We can’t 
wait to return to Kol Ami where 
everyone is always welcomed 
with open arms.

Judaism has always evolved and 
adapted, and this has never been 
truer than today. Since mid-March, 
Kol Ami has moved quickly to go 
virtual and continue supporting 
you spiritually, educationally, 
and communally. Taking care of 
our members and tikkun olam—
rebuilding our world, is what 
matters most right now.

Despite the challenges we 
are facing, we are determined 
to remain personally and 
meaningfully connected to you. 
Thank you for opening your  
hearts to let us know how you 
are doing, how you are balancing 
your lives, how you are holding 
it together. We’ve heard you say 
“where there is a will, there is a 
way” or “this too shall pass,”  
and “if I were to complain, who 
would listen.” We are listening,  
so please keep sharing.

Your resilience inspires us. Your 
strength uplifts us. You have 
risen to face this uncertain future 
with courage and creativity. 
Our kehilla kedosha, our holy 
congregation, is indeed strong 
and blessed by our membership. 
While so much of our world has 
changed, this truth remains, 
Judaism and Kol Ami will always 
be here for us.

Your membership renewal 
statements for 2020/2021 have 
arrived at your home. This year is 
unlike any other, and even though 
some of our costs of operations 
will go up, the board has voted 
NO new increases to dues or  
fees this year. Instead, we ask if 
you would pay your dues and  
fees in full and upfront or make  
a significant down payment,  
and/or set up your account to 
make monthly credit card or 
bankcard payments. 

In a year of uncertainty, this 
will greatly help us with our 
budgeting for the year. Please 
know that your contribution is 
needed, that it matters, and that 
the congregation thanks you. If 
you are having a difficult time, 
please do not separate yourself 
from our community, we will 
never allow anyone to be left 
behind or left alone.

However, if you are blessed 
to be able to be generous, 
please consider increasing your 
dues and High Holiday Appeal 
donations in honor of those  
who are struggling this year.  
We need to be here for each 
other more than ever. That is  
why this year, we are also 
counting on our angels and 
generous donors more than ever. 

If you need any kind of support 
whatsoever, please reach out to  
us personally. If you can offer  
help, please reach out to us 
personally. We are Kol Ami  
and we love you all. 

May we be blessed to  
be together again soon.

L’shalom,
Danny Burman
Executive Director
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FROM OUR PRESIDENTS
TERESA BRUCE 
JIM ISSAACSON

SHALOM… so many meanings  
to the word. For now, we choose 
the meaning PEACE.

We hope this greeting of shalom 
finds you seeking peace and 
comfort in these challenging 
days. Shalom can be elusive, 
especially as we witness various 
injustices. But, if we stay strong 
together, we are confident we 
can find that elusive peace  
we all need.

In the meantime, we'd like to  
fill you in on the happenings 
at Kol Ami. Our building may 
be closed, but we are OPEN. 
Business is still being conducted.

We had an unexpected breach 
in our roof causing a bit of water 
damage in several areas. This 
happened during an evening 
of heavy rain and while our 
roof has been in the midst of 
being replaced. After Rabbi 
Spector was awoken in the 
middle of night to meet the fire 
department, Danny Burman, 
Hank Levine, Larry Green, and 
Ira Field all jumped into action 
immediately to survey the 
damage and begin restoration. 
We want to acknowledge and 
thank this team for their quick 
response! We also want you to 
know that this breach was in no 
way the fault of the roofer and 
was a blessing that we had so 
much rain during this time. It 

revealed some otherwise  
hidden design weaknesses  
that are now being addressed  
at no additional cost.

On the pandemic front, Kol Ami 
now has a task force to put a 
plan in place for WHEN and 
HOW we begin to open Kol Ami.  
We want to have a plan in place 
so that we know when the time 
might be right, what we need to 
do, how we need to do it so that 
YOU are safe and comfortable 
returning to the building. We say 
the “building” because we are 
still a community, albeit virtually. 
Our task force team is comprised 
of medical and scientific 
professionals who are intimately 
involved with COVID-19, and are 
guiding us with data as to when 
we may be able to open the pre-
school, resume weekday minyan, 
and further down the road 
looking at Shabbat services. 

While this is probably no surprise 
to some, we already know that 
this year’s High Holiday services 
will be quite different than years 
past. Virtual options will be 
available, and we will wait to 
determine if in-person options 
may be safe and responsible. 
The High Holiday committee 
has been meeting regularly 
with Rabbi Spector and Cantor 
Bat-Sarah to explore creative 

“out of the box” ideas to make 
these services meaningful and 

engaging. Many synagogues 
across the country, if not all, are 
discussing ways to livestream 
services yet have them be 
inclusive and significant.

What else is keeping the 
Board busy? Budgeting and 
preparing for our new fiscal year, 
supporting our religious school 
and because we were not able to 
have Confirmation services, the 
Board sponsored cheesecakes 
that were delivered to our 
confirmands for Shavu'ot. 

Thank you to Rabbi, Cantor, 
Danny, and all of our staff for 
adjusting to these difficult times 
while maintaining our mission. 
And thanks to our Kol Ami family 
for your continued support.
We want to leave you with one 
last thought…

Our synagogue is open every 
day because our synagogue 
is not a building… it’s the 
people who are helping each 
other and their community. It is 
the prayers for those who are 
struggling medically, financially, 
and emotionally. Our synagogue 
never closed. We hope you feel 
us reaching out to you in every 
home. Shalom.

Teresa Bruce and Jim Issaacson 
Co-Presidents
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FROM OUR OFFICE  
MANAGER, LISA KAUFMAN

WHAT DOES AN OFFICE MANAGER DO  
WHEN THERE IS NO “OFFICE” TO GO TO? 

I am often met with a surprised response such  
as “I wasn’t sure anyone would get my message"  
or "I didn’t realize you were still working full-time” 
when I receive a call from a congregant or respond to 
an email. So I thought, I would share with all of you 
what the staff have been up to in our “virtual offices.”

Each weekday morning, we begin with our daily staff 
Zoom meeting led by our dedicated leader, Danny 
Burman. These meetings have greatly enhanced our 
ability to collaborate, problem solve, stay organized, 
review tasks, and plan ahead. It also provides an 
opportunity to reach out to each other during this 
difficult time, and has brought us closer as a team.

Our schedules remain busy throughout the day 
with caring for congregant’s spiritual or practical 
needs, reviewing invoices and preparing statements, 
weekly ritual preparations, sending out yahrzeit 
letters, emailing out weekly news updates and  
Zoom programming links, and engaging with  
our community.

Additionally, staff have been busy participating 
in meetings for various synagogue committees, 
including the Technology, Communications, Social 
Justice, High Holiday, Security, Budget and Finance, 
and Reopening Task Force committees. During this 
time while our physical offices are closed, many staff 

have taken advantage of the various free webinars 
offered by Shulcloud, our website operating system 
to enhance their technical skills. Over the past several 
weeks, our executive staff had the opportunity to 
participate in several professional development 
workshops and have already put into practice  
several strategies with immediate positive results.

I want to close by taking a moment to commend  
our staff for their excellent transition to the challenges 
of working from home while simultaneously taking 
care of toddlers, homeschooling kids, welcoming 
back adult children (and remembering to treat them 
like adults!), and caring for elderly parents. Indeed, 
this very article was written from Los Angeles where  
I have been the past several weeks helping out 
my parents while my mom recovers from a recent 
hospitalization. I want to publicly thank the  
Rabbi and entire staff for their support.

While we may not be in the physical building to greet 
you with a friendly “Shalom, how can we help you?” 
rest assured we are all working hard to be here for 
you. Our “virtual door” is always open!

L’Shalom,
Lisa Kaufman
Office Manager

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 2020  
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19TH AT 7:00 PM VIA ZOOM
Watch your emails for the link to join or submit a proxy form.
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Beloved Assistant Religious School Director, Sarah 
Stein, is moving on from her position at Congregation 
Kol Ami. For nearly twenty years, Sarah has been a 
dedicated, committed member of our community and 
it is with a heavy heart that we are announcing her 
departure. Sarah’s fondness and love for every student 
and family in the religious school comes through in all 
that she does. We will miss seeing Sarah’s smiling face 
in the office every Wednesday and Sunday! She has 
touched the lives of many children and their families 
here at Kol Ami, and our community has become 
stronger because of her kindness and caring. Her daily 
presence will be greatly missed. On behalf of the 
teachers and families of the Rafi Schwartz Religious 
School, the Kol Ami office staff, clergy, and the entire 
congregation, we wish Sarah all the happiness,  
joy, and good fortune that the world has to offer. 
!Sarah! Until we meet again ,ב׳הצלחה

IT’S NOT 
GOODBYE, 
IT’S UNTIL WE 
MEET AGAIN!

Staff and clergy will be answering questions regarding office, 
religious school, and preschool related matters via email.  
We will respond to you as soon as possible. Contacts can  
be found below:

• General Questions: info@conkolami.org
• Rabbi Samuel L. Spector: rabbi@conkolami.org

If you have an urgent matter and you need to speak to someone 
in the office please call Tracy Plotkin, Administrative Assistant, at 
773-474-2672. If prompted to leave a message, please include the 
spelling of your name and the best phone number to reach you.

If you have an emergency such as an unexpected 
hospitalization or loss of a loved one, please call our 
emergency line at 801-742-1501.

IN ORDER TO KEEP OUR 
COMMUNITY SAFE DURING 
THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK, THE 
OFFICE IS CLOSED AND ALL 
PROGRAMMING IS CURRENTLY 
BEING HELD REMOTELY

ARE YOU HAVING 
FINANCIAL 
HARDSHIPS  
AS A RESULT  
OF COVID-19?
Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to us. We will do 
our very best to help you 
address those needs. Your 
community is here for you. We 
stand together during these 
difficult times, and Kol Ami 
will do what we can to help 
you through these challenges.

Rabbi Samuel L. Spector 
rabbi@conkolami.org

Danny Burman, director@conkolami.org

Jim Isaacson, jmsisaacson@gmail.com

Teresa Bruce, utahpsych@gmail.com
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MAZEL TOV TO OUR  
B’NAI MITZVAH

ISAAC HABER, AUGUST 15TH
Isaac is easy to spot in a crowd. He’s always wearing his favorite color—safety orange—and 
usually has a big grin on his face as he happily bounds along with his friends. This fall he  
will be starting the 8th grade at the McGillis School.

Isaac loves math, improv, and reading, and has a real knack for story-telling. He is quick to 
make friends, who appreciate his humor, generosity, and kindness. In his free time he enjoys 

diving into his books, riding his bike, and breakdancing. He also has a real passion for playing and creating 
games. Role-playing games, in particular, give him the opportunity to share his stories with his friends.  
But he’s a fan of other games too (just ask him about the board game he created: Tacocat: the game!).

Though people are unlikely to be able to join us in person, Isaac hopes everyone will celebrate with him by 
watching him become a bar mitzvah remotely. He would like to thank David Asman, Cantor Wendy Bat-Sarah, 
Rabbi Samuel L. Spector, and his parents for all the help and support they have provided along the way. He  
also especially wants to thank Rebecca Levine, Kim Selzman, and the rest of the car pool crew.

SETH KING, AUGUST 22ND
Seth is the youngest of three King boys. Although he is the youngest, he has the most spirited 
and adventurous personality. Seth has been learning French since third grade, he plays guitar, 
snowboards, hikes, plays chess, mountain bike races, and plays hockey. 

In addition to all the activities he participates in, Seth really cares about the environment and 
the impact humans have on it. He’s concerned about air quality in Utah and advocating for 

people to recycle and conserving our natural resources. 

Seth has grown up in the Kol Ami community, starting with his early days in Yeladim. He is excited and anxious 
about reaching this milestone in his Jewish education and life. He looks forward to sharing this special day with 
his family, friends, and the Kol Ami community.
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MAZEL TOV TO OUR  
B’NAI MITZVAH

AVI GOTSHALK, SEPTEMBER 5TH
Avi will be starting 8th grade at The McGillis School at the end of August. He was born in 
Boston (go Pats/Red Sox/Celtics/Bruins!) and moved to Salt Lake City, Utah when he was one. 
He lives with his parents, his 10-year-old sister Eliana and his beloved goldendoodle Brady. 

Avi had grand plans for his Mitzvah Project which involved running a basketball camp for 
younger kids over the summer with all proceeds benefiting Make a Wish Utah. Unfortunately 

COVID-19 got in his way so now he is trying to figure out what he might be able to do instead. 

Avi is a very diligent student and loves school. But he has a lot of passions he pursues in his free time with  
most of his energy going towards basketball and hopefully achieving his goal of playing college ball. Avi loves 
watching and playing most sports, usually with his dad, and a special highlight was going to the 2019 Super  
Bowl watching the Pats clinch another win. In addition, Avi enjoys hiking, biking, scootering, rock climbing,  
skiing, river rafting, and hanging with friends.

Avi loves to adventure and travel with his family and friends. At 12, he has already been to nine countries and 
many places around the US. He loved the five months his family spent living and traveling in Central America  
in 2019 and likes keeping up with his conversational-level Spanish. He hopes to get back to Costa Rica as soon  
as he is able to travel again.

Avi would like to thank David Asman, Cantor Wendy Bat-Sarah, and Rabbi Samuel L. Spector, as well as his 
parents, for their help preparing for this day. He recognizes how much time it required, not just for him, but for 
everyone involved and he is very grateful for all the support that led him to this special day. ¡Muchas Gracias!

MARCUS FRANTA, AUGUST 29TH
Marcus Franta is an eighth-grader at Salt Lake Arts Academy. He was born in Salt Lake City  
and lives here with his parents, his 17-year-old brother Charles (who was a bar mitzvah at  
Kol Ami in 2016), and his cat, Nekko. He is lucky to have a grandmother who lives close by  
and he has grandparents in Baltimore and extended family in Chicago.

Marcus is an avid player of chess and Magic; he loves to ski and play basketball; he has fun 
spending time with his friends and hanging out with the family; he loves animals and the visual arts. For his  
bar mitzvah project, he had planned to volunteer at the Best Friends Animal Shelter, but like so many things,  
this plan was sidelined by the COVID-19 epidemic. He is looking forward to helping with the cats when the 
quarantine is over.

Marcus would like to thank Cantor Wendy Bat-Sarah, and Rabbi Samuel L. Spector for their help preparing  
him for this day.
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PLEASE DONATE TO OUR 
HIGH HOLIDAY APPEAL 
FOR THE YEAR 5781

THE HIGH  
HOLIDAYS  
ARE COMING!  
While things 
continually change 
during this time  
of uncertainty, we  
are working hard to 
make the holidays 
more meaningful 
than ever. Stay tuned  
for more information.

ROSH 
HASHANAH
The evening of Friday,  
September 18th through  
Sunday, September 20th

YOM KIPPUR
The evening of Sunday,  
September 27th through  
Monday, September 28th

We hope you will consider investing in Kol Ami 
at this pivotal time in our story. As we begin 
a new chapter, building upon our successes, 
and venturing out in new ways, we ask you to 
support Kol Ami’s continued presence in our 
lives. We are asking that you answer this appeal  
in the affirmative as so many have done in the past. 
Our High Holiday Appeal is an 'ask' for support  
of Kol Ami's Mission and Vision and your investment  
in our communal future. Todah rabbah!

Make your donation online at  
www.conkolami.org/highholidays-donate  
or send your donation the Kol Ami office.
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DONATE TO OUR HIGH  
HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE  
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21ST  
– SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH

Any non-perishable canned or packaged foods will be appreciated. Bins 
will be located in the South Foyer during the days of awe. There will be 
more information as we get closer to the High Holidays.

Our mission is to provide Jews by 

birth, Jews by choice, and K’rov 

Yisrael interfaith families a place to 

join together as we worship, learn, 

and celebrate Judaism in a dynamic 

and caring community. Every person 

counts and everyone is welcome.

JOIN THE KOL AMI 
COMMUNITY
We’re so excited for the future of Kol Ami!  
We’d love to have you as part of our community. 
We work hard to maintain a warm, inclusive 
atmosphere that makes Kol Ami a special place— 
a congregation for all our people. Every person  
counts and everyone is welcome. Learn more at  
www.conkolami.org/joinus or contact the office  
at 801-484-1501 or info@conkolami.org.

Sponsored by the Social Action Network

Please join us in welcoming Wendy Billings as our new Bookkeeper. Wendy 
joins our team with broad experience and skilled expertise as a full charge 
bookkeeper. She has been working for Kol Ami as a temporary bookkeeper 
the past two months, resolving issues and assisting us to keep our financials 
current. Wendy can be reached at bookkeeper@conkolami.org.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW 
BOOKKEEPER, WENDY BILLINGS
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David Kaplan, CPA, CFA 

davidkaplan@cottonwoodasset.com  
801-520-1353

4505 South Wasatch Blvd, Suite 330F 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84124

www.cottonwoodasset.com

Tax planning and preparation  
(business and personal)

Financial planning and  
investment manage

IRS representation for  
complex tax issues

Small business consulting

BOARD OF  
TRUSTEES  
UPDATES

 By Greg Saunders

NOMINATION COMMITTEE

Each year several of our board members end their volunteer 
service for Congregation Kol Ami and several new board 
members are added. Typically, board members serve one or 
two three-year terms.

The process starts with the nomination committee, this  
year led by Myles Greenberg and myself. We talked to 
members, clergy, and staff about potential new board 
members. Then we talked to the candidates and eventually 
three members accepted nominations to the board. The 
board then voted in favor of these nominees as well as other 
board members staying on for another term. Ultimately,  
board members are voted on and approved by our members 
at our annual meeting.

The new nominees to the board are TJ Franks, Nicole 
Fenwick, and Faye Lincoln. TJ was an instructor in our 
religious school for many years and currently serves on the 
Security Committee. Nicole has done many things for our 
congregation, most recently she co-chaired the Rabbi Search 
Committee. Faye is completing a very successful business 
career and she has been leading Tanakh Study with Rabbi 
Wenger for many years. 

Virginia Hecker and John Mertens have agreed to stay on 
the board for a second three year term. Josh Lipman has been 
on the board for a few months as a presidential nominee. He 
has agreed to stay on the board for a first three-year term. 
Leaving the board effective June 30th are Ean Woodbury, 
Sheryl Ginsberg, and Emily Bauman. Please thank them for 
their volunteer service on behalf of the congregation.
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IT SECURITY COMMITTEE
 By Greg Saunders

A wonderful thing is happening 
at Congregation Kol Ami. 
Young professional members 
are getting involved and giving 
back to the community. 

Ray Jacobs, Cheyenne 
Price, and Binon Gorbutt 
are IT professionals. They 
have offered their time and 
expertise to evaluate and help 
upgrade the security of Kol 
Ami’s computer systems. This 
is necessary periodically, but 
also because of our increased 
reliance on virtual meetings 
and less paper transactions 
due to the coronavirus. Stated 
another way, the needs of the 
congregation are changing.

For older members such 
as myself, computers and 
computer science jobs are 

somewhat of a mystery. In fact, 
the security committee has 
been working on hardening 
the physical security of our 
building, but completely 
overlooked IT security. 
Fortunately, these young 
members recognized the  
need for an IT security review 
and made a written proposal  
to our clergy and staff. 

A team has been formed 
that includes Ray, Cheyenne 
and Binon as well as Lana 
Stoddard (Communications), 
Danny Burman (Executive 
Director), Greg Saunders 
(Board Member, Co-Chair of 
the Security Committee), and 
Robert Fox who takes care 
of our computer systems. 
Currently, the team is 
evaluating all systems. The plan 

is to prioritize what needs  
to be upgraded and estimate 
the cost.

The team expects that some 
things can be improved at 
little or no cost while other 
things will need to be replaced. 
Where money is needed we 
will ask donors, seek additional 
Department of Homeland 
Security grant money and use 
general funds. We expect this 
project to take several years.

This involvement and 
contribution by a new 
generation of members  
is a very good sign for  
the long-term health of 
Congregation Kol Ami. 

TISHA B'AV ONLINE SERVICES

Erev Tisha B'Av  
Service

Wednesday,  
July 29th
8:30 pm

Tisha B'Av  
Morning Service

Thursday,  
July 30th
7:30 am

Watch your email for links to our virtual services

Tisha B'Av  
Mincha Service

Thursday,  
July 30th
4:00 pm
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Preparing your Kosher food list?
Contact Susan Litvack at splitvack@aol.com or  

801-272-4612 to place your order or learn more.

The Kol Ami Cemetery Association has some new, temporary, procedures in regards to the current pandemic:

• Wasatch Lawn will be the only approved mortuary for all burials handled by the Kol Ami  
Cemetery Association.

• For at-need purchase of a grave-site, the family will select the specific cemetery and may express  
preferences by telephone, but a Cemetery Association Trustee will select a location without meeting  
family representatives on-site.

• Officiating at a burial may be done only by local clergy and with approval from Kol Ami’s senior rabbi.

• The officiating clergy will set limits on the number of persons who may attend a burial, in conformance  
with state and local directives and/or orders.

• Kol Ami Members Only: Members may reserve and purchase pre-need gravesites via telephone/email;  
the location may be changed without additional fees until November 1, 2020.

• Volunteers who serve on the Chevra Kadisha, if willing, shall perform tahara in a way that will not endanger 
themselves; whatever procedure is approved by Kol Ami’s clergy will be accepted by the Cemetery 
Association for burial in Montefiore and Shaare Tzedek. 

www.jewishcemeteryutah.org.

KOL AMI CEMETERY ASSOCIATION TEMPORARY  
COVID-19 PROCEDURES
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July
Andalin Bachman
Sonja Bates
Rachel Benator
Ellen Burman
Jenny Cohen
Helene Cuomo
Eileen Davies
David Dowsett
Ira Field
Gi Garay
Sandra Goldberg
Beth Goldberg
Dave Goldberg
Michelle Goldsmith
Edward Gorfinkle
Carolina Hazman
Ivonne Hobfoll
Richard Jaffe
Shoshana Jansen
Malka Kassel
Debbie Kesner-Steinberg
Shayna Kirsch-Rogers
Dan Knox
Toni LaMalfa
Mal Lamson
Howard Leaman
Adam Levenstein
Hank Levine
Uri Loewenstein
Melinda McAnulty
John Mertens
Shaina Miron Quinn
Hal Pollock
C. Tyler Quinn
Darren Rosenstein
David Sandweiss
Martha Slattery

Garrett Stern
Sara Tarjan
Bart Taylor
Akiva Toren
Michael Wolfe
Frank Yanowitz

August
Isabel Rokeach
Lynn Maxine Rosen
Diane Hartz Warsoff
Carolyn Greenberg
Susan Schulman
Seth Daniels
Jorge Moreno
Tracy George
David Grauer
Maryna Bankovska
Charles Saltzman
Sheila Gelman
Vivian Dowsett
Bianca Shama
Dina Drits-Esser
Mychael Allen
Eve Stark
Cheryl Ann Palmer
Gayle Burns
Abby Siegal
Melanie Stein Grayson
Rachel Varat-Navarro
Robert Gordon
Jackie Osherow
Erica Rolston
Robert Goldberg
Greg Saunders
Vicki Hinz
Tzvi Izaksonas
Estelle Harris

Terry Jeffries
Siroos Sakhai
David Grunwald
Marvin Goldstein
Virginia Hecker-Borders
Robin Saunders
Elizabeth Love
John Cuomo
Robin Houpe
William Brant
Erin Litvack
Rita Elman
Jeff Cohen
Jennifer Spikner
Gail Kaplan
David Eisen
Jason Wiese
Judy Zuckert
Joshua Elstein
Irena Tocino

September
Raul Soria
Cheryl Winston
Christy Bills
Babs "Dov" De Lay
Randy Tillery
Denise Doebbeling
Michael Cohen
Sams Engelman
Eric Goldman
Ronnie Strassberg
Maria Ra'quel Aguilar
Douglas Adler
John Rhinehart
Judith Wolfe
Benjamin Kalm
Lillian Land

Virginija Mann
Jewel Naffziger
Richard Weinsoft
Joelle Kanshepolsky
Susan Moore
Jonathan Boxer
Barbara Kronenberg
Orlene Cohen
Karen Boxer
Michael Ginsberg
Orly Ardon
Alexa Hudson
David Welsh
Rob Singleton
Mimi Turner
Heather King
Nina Feldman
Gordon Siegel
Leonid Kopytkovskiy
Nicole Fenwick
Rachel Hess
Aarya Barthel
Stevan Hobfoll
David Kronenberg
Michael Kotok
Carol Borman
Darrel Brodke
Elizabeth Knight-Crum
Lauren Knox
Loren Weiss
Liz Paige
Linda Freedman
James Gebhardt
Andrew Franta
Karen Azenberg Mericola
Mahala Ruddell
Anel Perez-Santoyo

JULY / AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

July
Darrel & Anne Brodke
Bruce & Lynn Cohne
Ben J. & Alexandra Doctorman
Richard & Florence Evans
Edward & Melinda Ganellen
Martin & Sheila Gelman
Beth & Edward Krensky
Hal & Elaine Pollock
Erica & John Rolston
Mrs. Geri & Gordon Siegel
Daniel & Shira Soria
Matthew & Laura Weinstein
David & Helen Weinstein

Loren & Gina Weiss
Robert & Carol Wolff

August
Orly & Ehud Ardon
Karen & Augie  
Azenberg Mericola

Marsha & John Backels
Paul & Ann Bernstein
Daniel & Ellen Burman
Joshua & Alberta Elstein
Lili & Ira Field
Simon & Brenda Joy Fisher
David & Karen Goldenberg

Terry & Barbara Jeffries
Rochelle & Art Kaplan
David & Andrea Kaplan
Jody & Zachary Katz
Steven & Tamar Lobell
David & Michelle Oelsner
Pamela & Bryan Silberman
David & Sharon Sonnenreich
Lana & Sean Stoddard
Donald & Ronnie Strassberg 

Septemner
David E. & Pamela Anisman
Mark & Carla Cantor

Lawrence & Laura Green
Estelle & Rob Harris
Danielle & Ian Housman
Tom & Lorie Jacobson
Lynn Maxine & Tad Rosen
Ronnie & Barrie Rosenberg
Charles & Ingrid Saltzman
Alex & Lavine Shapiro
Arthur & Diane Warsoff
April & Stephen Washburn
Clifford & Nancy White
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JULY 2020
NISAN / IYYAR 5780

Sunday
Yom Rishon

Monday 
Yom Sheni

Tuesday
Yom Schlishi

Wednesday  
Yom Revi’i

Thursday
Yom Chamishi

Friday
Yom Shishi

Saturday  
Shabbat

1 • 9 Tammuz 2 • 10 Tammuz

7:30 am Minyan

6:30 pm Introduction 
to Jewish Life

3 • 11 Tammuz

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

8:44 pm Candle 
Lighting

4 • 12 Tammuz

Hukkat-Balak

9:00 am Traditional 
Shabbat Morning 
Service

9:44 pm Havdalah

5 • 13 Tammuz

8:15 am Minyan

4:30 pm Tanakh Study 
Session via Zoom

6 • 14 Tammuz

7:30 am Minyan

7 • 15 Tammuz

3:00 pm Torah  
Study with the  
Rabbi via Zoom

8 • 16 Tammuz 9 • 17 Tammuz

7:30 am Minyan

6:30 pm Introduction 
to Jewish Life

10 • 18 Tammuz

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

8:41 pm Candle 
Lighting

11 • 19 Tammuz

Pinhas

9:00 am Traditional 
Shabbat Morning 
Service

9:41 am Havdalah

12 • 20 Tammuz

8:15 am Minyan

4:30 pm Tanakh Study 
Session via Zoom

13 • 21 Tammuz

7:30 am Minyan

14 • 22 Tammuz

3:00 pm Torah  
Study with the  
Rabbi via Zoom

15 • 23 Tammuz

7:00 pm Board 
Meeting

16 • 24 Tammuz

7:30 am Minyan

6:30 pm Introduction 
to Jewish Life

17 • 25 Tammuz

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

8:37 pm Candle 
Lighting

18 • 26 Tammuz

Shabbat M'var'khim
Matot-Masei

9:00 am Traditional 
Shabbat Morning 
Service

9:37 pm Havdalah

19 • 27 Tammuz

8:15 am Minyan

4:30 pm Tanakh Study 
Session via Zoom

20 • 28 Tammuz

7:30 am Minyan

21 • 29 Tammuz

3:00 pm Torah  
Study with the  
Rabbi via Zoom

22 • 1 Av 23 • 2 Av

7:30 am Minyan

6:30 pm Introduction 
to Jewish Life

24 • 3 Av

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

8:32 pm Candle 
Lighting

25 • 4 Av

Shabbat Hazon
Devarim

9:00 am Traditional 
Shabbat Morning 
Service

9:31 pm Havdalah

26 • 5 Av

8:15 am Minyan

4:30 pm Tanakh Study 
Session via Zoom

27 • 6 Av

7:30 am Minyan

28 • 7 Av

3:00 pm Torah  
Study with the  
Rabbi via Zoom

29 • 8 Av

Erev Tisha B'Av

8:30 pm Erev Tisha 
B'Av Service and Text 
Study 

30 • 9 Av

Tisha B'Av

7:30 am Tisha B'Av 
Service

4:00 pm Tisha B'Av 
Mincha Service

31 • 10 Av

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

8:25 pm Candle 
Lighting
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AUGUST 2020
IYYAR / SIVAN 5780

Sunday
Yom Rishon

Monday 
Yom Sheni

Tuesday
Yom Schlishi

Wednesday  
Yom Revi’i

Thursday
Yom Chamishi

Friday
Yom Shishi

Saturday  
Shabbat
1 • 11 Av

Shabbat Nachamu 
Vaetchanan

9:00 am Traditional 
Shabbat Morning 
Service

9:24 pm Havdalah

2 • 12 Av

8:15 am Minyan

4:30 pm Tanakh Study 
Session via Zoom

3 • 13 Av

7:30 am Minyan

4 • 14 Av 5 • 15 Av

Tu B'Av

6 • 16 Av

7:30 am Minyan

6:30 pm Introduction 
to Jewish Life

7 • 17 Av

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

8:17 pm Candle 
Lightning

8 • 18 Av

Eikev

9:00 am Traditional 
Shabbat Morning 
Service

9:15 pm Havdalah

9 • 19 Av

8:15 am Minyan

4:30 pm Tanakh Study 
Session via Zoom

10 • 20 Av

7:30 am Minyan

11 • 21 Av 12 • 22 Av 13 • 23 Av

7:30 am Minyan

6:30 pm Introduction 
to Jewish Life

14 • 24 Av

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

8:07 pm Candle 
Lighting

15 • 25 Av

Shabbat M'var'khim 
Re'eh

9:30 am Isaac Haber's 
Bar Mitzvah Service

9:06 pm Havdalah

16 • 26 Av

8:15 am Minyan

4:30 pm Tanakh Study 
Session via Zoom

17 • 27 Av

7:30 am Minyan

18 • 28 Av 19 • 29 Av

7:00 pm 2020 Annual 
Meeting via Zoom

20 • 30 Av

7:30 am Minyan

6:30 pm Introduction 
to Jewish Life

21 • 1 Elul

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

7:57 pm Candle 
Lighting

22 • 2 Elul

Shoftim

9:00 am Seth King's 
Bar Mitzvah

8:56 pm Havdalah

23 • 3 Elul

8:15 am Minyan

9:00 am Religious 
School

4:30 pm Tanakh Study 
Session via Zoom

24 • 4 Elul

7:30 am Minyan

25 • 5 Elul 26 • 6 Elul

4:15 pm Religious 
School

27 • 7 Elul

7:30 am Minyan

6:30 pm Introduction 
to Jewish Life

28 • 8 Elul

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

7:47 pm Candle 
Lighting

29 • 9 Elul

Ki Teitzei

9:30 am Marcus 
Franta's Bar Mitzvah 
Service

8:45 pm Havdalah

30 • 10 Elul

8:15 am Minyan

9:00 am Religious 
School

4:30 pm Tanakh Study 
Session via Zoom

31 • 11 Elul

7:30 am Minyan
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Sunday
Yom Rishon

Monday 
Yom Sheni

Tuesday
Yom Schlishi

Wednesday  
Yom Revi’i

Thursday
Yom Chamishi

Friday
Yom Shishi

Saturday  
Shabbat

1 • 12 Elul 2 • 13 Elul

4:15 pm Religious 
School

3 • 14 Elul

7:30 am Minyan

4 • 15 Elul

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

7:35 pm Candle 
Lighting

5 • 16 Elul

Ki Tavo

9:30 am Avi Gotshalk's 
Bar Mitzvah Service

8:34 pm Havdalah

6 • 17 Elul

8:15 am Minyan

4:30 pm Tanakh Study 
Session via Zoom

7 • 18 Elul

7:30 am Minyan

8 • 19 Elul 9 • 20 Sivan

4:15 pm Religious 
School

10 • 21 Elul

7:30 am Minyan

11 • 22 Elul

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

7:42 pm Candle 
Lighting

12 • 23 Elul

Nitzavim-Vayeilech

9:00 am Traditional 
Shabbat Morning Service

8:22 pm Havdalah

8:30 pm Selichot Service 
and Program

13 • 24 Elul

8:15 am Minyan

9:00 am Religious School

4:30 pm Tanakh Study 
Session via Zoom

14 • 25 Elul

7:30 am Minyan

15 • 26 Elul 16 • 27 Elul

7:00 pm Board 
Meeting

17 • 28 Elul

7:30 am Minyan

18 • 29 Elul

7:00 pm Erev Rosh 
Hashanah Service

7:12 pm Candle 
Lighting

19 • 1 Tishrei

Rosh Hashanah

9:30 am Rosh Hashanah 
Day 1 Morning Service

7:00 pm Erev Rosh 
Hashanah Service

8:10 pm Havdalah

20 •2 Tishrei

9:30 am Rosh Hashanah 
Day 2 Service

8:08 pm Havdalah

21 • 3 Tishrei

Feast of Gedalia

7:30 am Minyan

22 • 4 Tishrei 23 • 5 Tishrei 24 • 6 Tishrei

7:30 am Minyan

25 • 7 Tishrei

5:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

6:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Service

7:00 pm Candle 
Lighting

26 • 8 Tishrei

Shabbat Shuva 
Ha'Azinu

9:00 am Traditional 
Shabbat Morning Service

7:58 pm Havdalah

27 • 9 Tishrei

Erev Yom Kippur

8:15 am Minyan

6:30 pm Kol Nidre 

6:57 pm Candle Lighting

28 • 10 Tishrei

Yom Kippur

9:00 am Yom Kippur 
Service

7:55 pm Havdalah

29 • 11 Tishrei 30 • 12 Tishrei

4:15 pm Religious 
School

SEPTEMBER 2020
SIVAN / TAMMUZ 5780
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RABBI WENGER WONDERS

Dear Haveirim:

I wonder as we live though a summer filled with violent death, consumed by poisonous virus, racist murder, 
fiery riots, prophylactic self isolation, or economic hardship. At the same time, I wonder as many of us survive 
and even thrive in comfortable pods of privilege. Soon we will enter the gates of 5781 carrying a mixture of 
denial, rage, fear, prayer, and hope. I wonder if we can capture a measure of the courageous prayer offered by 
Germany's Rabbi Leo Baeck in 1935. I have abridged it shamelessly due to confines of space, but I urge you to 
read it in its complete form here: https://bit.ly/2Nlhwhl

We shall examine our ways before God. 

We shall examine what we have done and what we have failed to do. 

We shall examine where we have gone and where we have failed to go...

We stand before our God with the same courage with which we have acknowledged 
our sins we acknowledge the sins of our community...

In God is the truth and the dignity of our history. Adonai led our fathers from generation 
to generation. He will continue to lead us and our children through our days.

We stand before our God; we draw strength from His commandments, which we obey. 

We bow down before Him, and we stand upright before Men.

It is God we serve, and remain steadfast in all the changes around us. We put our faith 
in God in humility and our way ahead is clear, we see our future.

The whole House of Israel stands before its God at this hour. Our prayer, our faith, and 
our belief is that of all the Jews on earth. We look upon each other and know ourselves, 
we raise our eyes to the Lord and know what is eternal.

“Behold, He that guardeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.”

“He who maketh peace in His high places, may He make peace for us and for all Israel 
and say ye, Amen.”

Hitler would not let Rabbi Baeck deliver his prayer. We should make it our own. To which I only add my Amen. 
May we and all the world be inscribed and sealed for a Shana Tova, a good year. 

Rabbi Fred and Rochelle Wenger
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The Rafi Schwartz Religious School  
is proud to announce our Teacher  
of the Year, Bella Fisher! 

Bella and the Fisher family have 
been members of Congregation 
Kol Ami since moving to Salt 
Lake City in 2014, when she 
became an active, dedicated 
student and teacher in our 
religious school. Bella excelled in 
learning and teaching the Hebrew 
language and has enthusiastically shared her love for Hebrew  
with all her students. When it was announced that religious school  
would move to online learning due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Bella immediately jumped into action! She not only took on another 
class and began teaching 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade Hebrew via 
Zoom, but was also instrumental in creating and maintaining the 
interactive religious school website. In a very short time period,  
she patiently helped the teaching staff learn how to utilize online 
teaching platforms so that we could finish out our year without 
missing a beat! We were able to provide excellent Hebrew 
instruction in an online environment because of the time and  
love Bella put into making the transition. Bella is the youngest 
recipient of the Rafi Schwartz Teacher of The Year award.

Bella graduated from Skyline High School in May, 2020 and  
is headed to the University of Ottawa this fall. Although we will 
greatly miss seeing Bella every week, we are looking forward to 
hearing about all of the wonderful things she will do in the coming 
years. We wish Bella much happiness and safety as she begins the 
next chapter of her education. Todah rabbah, Bella! Thank you  
for your dedication to the Rafi Schwartz Religious School.

MAZEL TOV TO  
BELLA FISHER, RSRS 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR!

Make a donation  
to support the  
Rafi Schwartz 
Religious School in 
honor of Bella at  
www.conkolami.org/
teacher-of-the-year
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GRAVE MATTERS
 By Carol Hochstadt

THE NEW “NORMAL”…  
FOR BURIALS
How is this for irony? No sooner did we create decorations for the 
Wasatch Lawn chapel that convey a Jewish atmosphere and then the 
Coronavirus pandemic hit—with the result that funeral services could 
not be performed indoors! As of this writing (subject to change) it is 
once again possible to have limited size groups gather together in 
the chapel—seated with air-conditioning or heat (albeit with social 
distancing and recommended face masks). But we are told that 
outdoor gatherings present less risk, so many will continue to honor 
their loved ones with graveside, not chapel, services.

Even though there has been gradual lifting of Coronavirus restrictions, 
how might today’s burials be different from the “usual” graveside 
service? Pallbearers wearing gloves and masks may carry the casket, 
but may then be asked to distance from each other. Although we will 
want to stand close to the gravesite and to each other, we can expect 
our Rabbi to remind us to maintain social distancing between people 
from different households. We can expect face masks to be abundant, 
since no one wants to accidentally infect others. Some people who, 
under normal circumstances, would attend the funeral will stay  
home because they are high risk and/or fear being in a large group  
of people. They may watch the ceremony remotely if the family 
chooses to broadcast, but if not, they will find another way to say  
their goodbyes to the deceased and to comfort the mourners.  
Either way, the family will understand these absences.

The most striking change we can expect to experience is the lack of 
physical connection—the hugging and kissing that express caring 
and warmth. We will want to reach out, but will likely hold ourselves 
back for self-protection and to not put others at risk. This can be very 
frustrating! We expect that mourners will understand that this lack 
of physical comforting is about the Coronavirus and will know that 
holding back is also a way of showing caring. When it comes time for 
the traditional shoveling of soil onto the lowered casket, the Rabbi 
may limit who may participate to the family (rather than disinfecting 
the shovel after the many attendees each participate in this mitzvah).  
 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM

Our Community  
Mourns the Loss of

Sheldon Elman
Kol Ami Member,  
Rita Elman's Husband 

John Schmidt
Kimberly Saul's Partner

Jack Orber
Dear friend of the  
Green Family

www.jewishcemeteryutah.org
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And at the conclusion of the ceremony, if we form 
lines through which the mourners will pass as they 
leave the gravesite, we will be spread out, and once 
again we will hold back our hugs.

After the funeral, the traditional meal of consolation 
may be attended only by a small group of people, 
and the shiva minyans may be attended via 
computer rather than in-person. We may be asked 
to please refrain from bringing food to the house  
of mourning. Even when the restriction level 
becomes “green” and larger groups may gather, 
things will not be “normal;” this is because for  
some time we can expect people to take 
precautions. Hand sanitizer will be in evidence, 
people may give “pretend” hugs or will substitute 
“arm-bumps” for shaking a hand. This pandemic 

has frightened us—with good reason—and has 
heightened our awareness. 

We have been fortunate that, as of this writing, 
Utah and our community in particular have not 
experienced the overwhelming death toll that was 
initially projected. While there may be differences 
in our burials from “normal”—they will only be 
cosmetic. All of the changes are because Judaism  
is a life affirming religion and pikuah nefesh, or 
saving a life, is paramount. Above all, we do not 
want to endanger anyone as we go about honoring 
the dead and comforting the mourners. The  
entire Jewish community understands this and  
we appreciate that everyone will do their best to 
follow whatever guidelines are recommended  
to protect others. 

TREE OF LIFE LEAVES  
& MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Member Non-Member

Leaf (Small)
Memorial / In Honor

$90 $200

Leaf (Large)
Memorial / In Honor

$180 $400

Leaf (Small)
B’nai Mitzvah $72 $150

Memorial Plaque $360 $800

Move to the New Wall $36 $72

To purchase, please contact the office at info@conkolami.org  
or call 801-484-1501. Advance payment required.



CONGREGATION KOL AMI  •  PUBLICATION NUMBER 3 FOR THE YEAR 202024

We're very excited and grateful to Dovan Lapin for being the inspiration behind this  
project and to the Highland Utah South Stake for taking us on as a service project.  
This is a wonderful expression of our interfaith partnerships that will greatly reduce our  
water usage, support our mission of tikkun olam, improve the appearance of our property.

To help support this project please contact Jeremy Lapin (jeremylapin@hotmail.com),  
Gary Lapin (garylapin@comcast.net); or Danny Burman (director@conkolami.org).

Donations may be made at https://gf.me/u/yfdmq8 or www.conkolami.org/donate

Congregation Kol Ami has teamed up with 
our friends in the community to update and 
improve the landscape around the building 
with a goal of reducing water consumption 
and improving security.

What began as a small service project 
for one of our b'nai mitzvah students has 
turned into a community effort to remove 
old, overgrown trees and shrubs and 
replace with new plants, drip irrigation,  
and decorative rock.

The Highland Utah South Stake has teamed 
up with Congregation Kol Ami to make 
these improvements happen. They have 
scheduled the week of August 3rd – 7th 
to work side by side removing the existing 
landscape and planting the new trees and 
shrubs. Each day a new group of members 
will arrive and work from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm 
until Friday at sundown.

If you would like to be a part of this service 
project, either by donating materials, 
donating funds, or by donating your labor, 
please contact:

Jeremy Lapin (Congregation Kol Ami)
801-694-8829 • jeremylapin@hotmail.com

Jeremy White (Highland UT South Stake) 
801-836-5498 • jeremywhite02@gmail.com

A collaborative project of the Highland Utah South Stake and Congregation Kol Ami

KOL AMI WATERWISE 
LANDSCAPE PROJECT
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Salt Lake City Location 
801-746-4334

495 East 4500 South
Suite 100 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84107

Park City Location 
435-640-6697 

650 Round Valley Drive 
Park City, Utah 84068

JFS offers personalized services that take into account all the issues someone 
might be facing. Our holistic approach makes it possible for clients to improve 
their situations and get through challenges in their lives. JFS is proud to 
serve all populations in Utah. It's not just for the Jewish community. During 
Covid-19 we have seen an unprecedented demand for our services and 
we are responding quickly to these urgent and changing needs. 

• Foundations and our donors have provided much-needed Emergency 
Assistance Funds that can help with rent, medical expenses, or other needs 
precipitated by this crisis.

• The Alex and Sally Lebwohl Food Pantry is providing contact-free food 
pickup at our new location at 495 East 4500 South in Salt Lake City.

• Individual Counseling continues safely by virtual meetings.
• We can help Park City businesses with no-interest loans from  

The Greg and Jodi Perlman Small Business Relief Fund.
• Caregiver Support groups, the Gleeful Choir, and Lunch Bunch groups 

continue safely by virtual meetings.

For more info  
on these programs, 
visit our website at  

www.jfsutah.org  
or contact Elizabeth 

at elizabeth@.org  
or 801-746-4334.
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PARENT’S CORNER! 
NEW RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE FORMING NOW
By Tracy Plotkin

The Rafi Schwartz Religious 
School educates children 
from Pre-K through 12th 
grade. We welcome Jewish 
children from interfaith (or 
no-faith) families, as well as 
those with lesbian, gay, or 
transgender parents. We 
are committed to including 
children with unique 
emotional, academic, or 
behavioral challenges.  
Learn more at  
www.conkolami.org/
religiousschool. 

Questions?  
Contact our Religious  
School Director, Cantor 
Wendy Bat-Sarah at  
cantor@conkolami.org  
or 801-484-1501 x28.

The Rafi Schwartz Religious 
School appreciates the 
support of Congregation  
Kol Ami and the United 
Jewish Federation of Utah.

What a strange, confusing, but ultimately strong and thoughtful way end to our 
2019 – 2020 Rafi Schwartz Religious School year! It was a wild journey full of highs 
and lows, but somehow we managed to see our religious school community come 
together to share and learn. When faced with class without the classroom, we 
turned to Zoom, Facebook, and the good old fashioned post office. Thanks to 
great leadership from Cantor Bat-Sarah, our teacher of the year Bella Fisher,  
and all of the religious school teachers, we were able to continue caring for  
and educating our youngest members. 

My family and I have been members of the Kol Ami community for three years 
since moving to Salt Lake from Chicago, but this was my first year teaching at the 
Rafi Schwartz Religious School. And now, in addition to having the joy of being 
a religious school parent and the 2nd grade Judaics teacher, I am also a proud 
member of the Kol Ami office staff. Wearing many hats has always been a part  
of my life and I usually feel quite solid in my busy days, but I will be the first to 
admit that the changes brought about due to the COVID-19 pandemic shook  
my foundation in a way that I had never seen coming. In speaking with several 
RSRS parents, I know many of you experienced this feeling as well. 

Suddenly, everything changed. We, as a greater society as well as a small 
synagogue community, found ourselves faced with a collective responsibility 
to keep ourselves and our fellow humans safe and healthy. We found ourselves 
simultaneously navigating the biggest, most stressful life changes that we could 
ever imagine while trying to maintain a sense of 
normalcy. We became homeschoolers, distance 
learners, remote employees, and, not least of 
all, we became lonely. Having to separate 
from our friends and loved ones was 
strange and scary. Somehow, though, 
through that loneliness, we came 
together and reminded each other how 
important it is to reach out during the 
challenging times and celebrate the 
victories, no matter how big or small.

I look forward to a new year in religious 
school, whatever that might end up being. 
As parents and Jews, I hope that we can 
continue supporting each other as our routines 
and expectations change. If you are a parent in 
need, please reach out to us. We are here to help and lend 
support during this challenging time. I truly look forward to hearing from you!

We are in the 
process of forming  

a NEW religious  
school committee! 

We need parents and community members  
to help organize and implement religious 

school policies and changes. If you  
are interested in participating,  
please email Tracy Plotkin at  

adminassistant@conkolami.org  
and we will get back to you 

with more information.
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TODAH RABBAH
THANK YOU

These donations were received between March 6th and June 10th 

Building Fund 
In honor of the Congregation

Greg & Robin Saunders

Cantor Bat-Sarah  
Discretionary Fund 
In memory of Simcha bat  
Natan V' Itzka

Alan & Andalin Bachman

In loving memory of John's mother,  
Marietta Cuomo

John & Helene Cuomo

In honor of Cantor Bat-Sarah's 
teaching, preparation, and 
participation in Sadie Greenberg's 
Bat Mitzvah

Myles & Carolyn Greenberg

In honor of the congregation
Geri & Gordon Siegel

Dinner At The Shul Fund 
In honor of the Congregation

Pete Schwager

Dutch Torah Fund 
In loving memory of Marietta 
Nardone Cuomo, the mother  
of John Cuomo

Debra Winkler

Esther's Garden 
In honor of the Khadjenoury  
and Cohne Families

Martin & Sheila Gelman

Esther's Garden— 
Burt Spiegel Memorial Fund 
In memory of John Cuomo's  
mother, Marietta Cuomo

Orly & Ehud Ardon

Etz Chaim Gala 
In honor of the Congregation

James & Robyn Isaacson
Clifton Uckerman

In honor of the Cohne  
and Khadjenoury Families

David Anson

General Fund 
In honor of the Congregation

Dale Brouillette
David & Teresa Bruce
Norman & Susan Gotshalk
Rolando/Reuben  

Hernandez-Trapero
Idaho Community Foundation
Kirkwood, Charlotte Kesler
Matzohgram
Danielle Niitsuma
Robert Brent Shutt
Rabbi Samuel & Jill Spector
Jeffrey Stone
Suzanne Tornquist  

& Michael Fletcher
Tessa Wilkerson

In loving memory of my father,  
Samuel Friedman

Barbara Arnovitz

In loving memory of my  
mother-in-law, Blanche Arnovitz

Barbara Arnovitz

In memory of Rabbi Shalom Korn  
of Toronto, Canada

Mark & Chris Baer

In loving memory of my  
grandmother, Ida Sher

Karen Brooks

In loving memory of  
Maxwell's mother, Eva Chait

Maxwell & Lynne Chait

In loving memory of Tanya's  
father, Leyb Shimanovich and  
Jim's father, Sheck Cheklin

Jim & Tanya Cheklin

In loving memory of Annette's  
father, Harry Sher

Robert Church &  
Annette Sher Church

In loving memory of Orlene's  
father, Samuel Henteleff

Alan & Orlene Cohen

In loving memory of Irving  
and Mary Wohl

John & Helene Cuomo

In loving memory of John Cuomo's  
mother, Marietta Cuomo

Paul & Jackie Daniels

In loving memory of my wife,  
Karen Fjeldsted Doctorman

Gary Doctorman

In loving memory of my great  
grandfather, Ben Doctorman

Gary Doctorman

In loving memory of David's father,  
Rob "Chip" Dowsett

David & Vivian Dowsett

In loving memory of my parents 
Mauricio Jacobo Dulfano and  
Celia Dulfano

Isabel Dulfano

In appreciation of a lovely  
second night virtual seder

Jennifer Elsken

In loving memory of our aunt,  
Beverly Evdasin

Floyd & Judy Eschler

In loving memory of Judy's father,  
Harry Sher

Floyd & Judy Eschler
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In honor of Jacqueline's mother,  
Phyllis L. Farell

Alan & Jacqueline Fogel

In loving memory of Jeannie's  
father, Victor Ozwoeld

Ralph & Jeannie Golberg

In loving memory of Ralph's father,  
Marvin Goldberg

Ralph & Jeannie Golberg

In loving memory of Ralph's nephew,  
Steven Meyer Golberg

Ralph & Jeannie Golberg

In loving memory of my wife,  
Suzanne Frank Goldsmith

Lawrence Goldsmith

In loving memory of my father,  
Jack Goodman

Nathaniel Goodman

In loving memory of Lawrence's  
mother, Renee Green

Lawrence & Laura Green

In loving memory of my father,  
Paul Greenholtz

David Greenholtz

In loving memory of my 
mother, Sophie

Anita Guss Nieves

In loving memory of my father,  
James Hammond

Mary Hansen

In loving memory of Eric's father,  
Alfred Hochstadt

Carol & Eric Hochstadt

In loving memory of Helene's 
mother, Ethel Pasternack Jaffe

Helene & Richard Jaffe

In loving memory of my mother,  
Louise Kaplan and father-in-law,  
Howard Bayrle Link

Neil Kaplan

In loving memory of Rochelle's  
twin brother, Ronald Kaplan

Rochelle Kaplan & Art Lipson

In loving memory of my  
mother, Freda

Malka Kassel

In loving memory of Scott's mother,  
Barbara Kramer

Scott & Irene Kramer

In loving memory of Vladimir's great 
aunt, Tolya Muroch

Vladimir & Izabell Kratser

In loving memory of David's father,  
Allen Kronenberg

David & Barbara Kronenberg

In loving memory of Mark's 
grandfather, Devid Shereshevsky 
and Mark's grandmother, Maria 
Sheresherski Kushnir

Mark & Lyudmila Kushnir

In loving memory of Susan's  
father, Irving

Susan & Peter Litvack

In loving memory of my mother,  
Jeanie R. Marks

John David Marks, Jr. & Pamela 
Marks

In loving memory of Pavel's father,  
Mikhail Davidovich Milyavskiy

Pavel Milyavskiy &  
Svetlana Milyavskaya

In loving memory of my mother,  
Sonya Shaposhnikova

Alexandra Mitelman

In loving memory of Susan's  
mother, Elise Schneider

Joseph & Susan Moore

To thank Rabbi, Cantor, and 
everyone who is involved in  
live-streaming our services  
during this pandemic

Cheryl Ann Palmer

In honor of Hank Levine
Ira Rubinfeld

In loving memory of Siroos's  
mother, Samra Sakhai

Siroos & Nicole Sakhai

In loving memory of my 
grandmothers, Clara Teutsch  
and Karolina Schwager, and  
my grandfather, Arthyr Teutsch

Pete Schwager

In loving memory of my husband,  
Erich Silberberg

Helga Silberberg

In loving memory of Malcom's 
brother, Gerald Skolnick

Malcolm & Lois Skolnick

In loving memory of my mother,  
Helen Elizabeth Bronson, and my 
father, Preston Holton Smith

Elizabeth Smith

In honor of Kris Campbell
Lois Spiegel

In loving memory of my father,  
Dr. Fred D. Stone

Jeffrey Stone

In loving memory of Richard's 
beloved father, Bernard Weinsoft

Richard & Heidi Weinsoft

In loving memory of Heidi's  
beloved grandfather, Jake Oliner, 
and Richard's beloved mother, 
Selene Weinsoft

Richard & Heidi Weinsoft

In loving memory of Richard's  
grandfather, Marcus

Richard & Heidi Weinsoft

In honor of Rabbi Spector and  
Cantor Bat-Sarah

Rabbi Frederick & Rochelle 
Wenger

KAJY 
In loving memory of John Cuomo's  
mother, Marietta Cuomo

Randy Tillery & Rachel Benator

Mishloach Manot Fund 
In honor of the Congregation

Marc Davis & Sonja Bates
Rabbi Samuel and Jill Spector

Mitzvah Network 
In loving memory of my mother,  
Jean Levy Eisen 

David Eisen

Pepper Chapel Fund 
In loving memory of Dean's 
grandfather, Isaac Pepper 

Dean & Jeanne Pepper
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In loving memory of Dean's niece,  
Barrie Lynn Pepper

Dean & Jeanne Pepper

In loving memory of Dean's 
grandfather, Leo Jacobson

Dean & Jeanne Pepper

In loving memory of my father, 
Major Jack Tannenbaum

Ira Tannenbaum

Prayerbook Fund 
In loving memory of my 
grandmother, Anna Palmer 

Cheryl Ann Palmer

In loving memory of John Cuomo's  
mother, Marietta Cuomo

Cheryl Ann Palmer

In memory of Vivian Dowestt's 
brother, Rabbi Shalom Korn

Cheryl Ann Palmer

In loving memory of my  
grandfather, Isaac Palmer

Cheryl Ann Palmer

Rabbi Samuel L. Spector  
Discretionary Fund 
In loving memory of my mother, 
Nora Boord

Arlene Boord Siegel

In honor of Rabbi Spector and his 
work during COVID-19, in loving 
memory of Ed's parents, Sarah 
and Morris Bronsky, and in loving 
memory of Nancy Munro

Ed & Marsha Bronsky

In loving memory of John's mother,  
Marietta Curomo

John & Helene Cuomo

In honor of John Cuomo's mother,  
Marietta Cuomo and Vivian Dowsett's 
brother, Rabbi Shlomo Korn

David S. Dolowitz and  
Anne Moskowitz Dolowitz

In honor of the Congregation for 
peace and health

David S. Dolowitz and  
Anne Moskowitz Dolowitz

In honor of my sister-in-law,  
Franne Ruth Einhorn Michaels

Kathy Einhorn

In loving memory of John Cuomo's 
mother, Marietta Cuomo

Lawrence & Laura Green

In honor of Rabbi Spector's 
teaching, preparation, and 
participation in Sadie Greenberg's 
Bat Mitzvah

Myles & Carolyn Greenberg

In loving memory of my father,  
Israel Meyer Isaacson

Anne Ruth Isaacson

In loving memory of John Cuomo's 
mother, Marietta Cuomo

James & Barbara Schallheim

In honor of the congregation
Geri & Gordon Siegel

In honor of Rabbi Spector
Lois Spiegel

In honor of my son, Andrew Katz
Sharon Teper

Religious School Fund 
In loving memory of Joe's mother,  
Yetta Doctorman 

Ben J. & Alexandra Doctorman

In loving memory of Joe's  
great-grandfather, Ben Doctorman 

Ben J. & Alexandra Doctorman

In loving memory of Gary's mother,  
Eleanor Stein Doctorman 

Gary Doctorman

In honor of Ruthie Cohen 
Knute & Mazal Peterson

In honor of the 5779 Adult  
B'nai Mitzvah Class 

Susan Schulman

In honor of Cantor Wendy Bat-Sarah 
Lois Spiegel

Sale of Chametz 
In honor of the Congregation 

Charlotte Kesler Kirkwood

Social Action Fund 
In honor of the congregation

Geri & Gordon Siegel

Torah Fund 
In loving memory of Norman's 
father, Sap Sapitsky

Norman & Libba Sapitsky

WHAT IS A MITZVAH? 
It is a commandment from G-d. 

Who should do Mitzvot? All Jews. 

Why? Because it is our responsibility as Jews to repair the 
world and help our friends and neighbors and each other. 

When? When someone has lost a loved one. When 
someone is ill. When someone is home bound. When 
someone has been hospitalized. When a senior citizen  
needs help or a ride. When someone needs cheering up.

Fran Lapin, the Mitzvah 
Committee Chairperson, is  
the person to call if you know 
of someone in need. Please help 
Fran out if you can help fulfill  
that need in the community. 

email franilapin@gmail.com 
cell 801-556-9998 
home 801-943-7832



CONGREGATION KOL AMI  •  PUBLICATION NUMBER 3 FOR THE YEAR 202030

REMOTE OFFICE HOURS
Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm  •  Friday: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

ADDITIONAL
CONTACTS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Executive Committee
Teresa Bruce, Co-President
Jim Isaacson, Co-President 
Boaz Markewitz, Past President
Hank Levine, Treasurer
John Mertens, Secretary
Greg Saunders, Member-At-Large

Board Members

Nicole Fenwick 
Joy Fisher 
TJ Franks 
Larry Green 
Myles Greenberg
Virginia Hecker 

Jody Katz
Faye Lincoln
Josh Lipman
Akiva Toren
Jason Wiese

Tracy Plotkin, Administrative Assistant
adminassistant@conkolami.org • 801-484-1501

Wendy Billings, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@conkolami.org • 801-484-1501

CLERGY AND STAFF
Samuel L. Spector
Rabbi

rabbi@conkolami.org
801-484-1501 x24

Frederick L. Wenger
Rabbi Emeritus

fwenger@regnew.org
801-484-1501 x21

Daniel Burman
Executive Director

director@conkolami.org
801-484-1501 x22

Lana Stoddard, Communications
communications@conkolami.org • 801-484-1501

Lisa Kaufman, Office Manager
officemanager@conkolami.org • 801-484-1501 x21

Kimberly Saul, Preschool Director
kimberly.saul@yahoo.com • 801-484-1501

Fedor Shashkov, Building Maintenance
801-484-1501 x21

Victor Ilcov-Belei, Building Maintenance
801-484-1501 x21

Wendy Bat-Sarah
Cantor / Religious School Director

cantor@conkolami.org
801-484-1501 x28

Laurence D. Loeb
Cantor Emeritus

ldloeb@mindspring.com
801-484-1501 x21

Gift Shop: Cathy Siegel / giftshop@conkolami.org / 801-484-1501 x53

Cemetery Association: Carol Hochstadt / kolamicemetery@yahoo.com / 801-484-1501 x25
  www.jewishcemeteryutah.org



MAZEL TOV 
TO THE CLASS  
OF 2020!

Congregation Kol Ami is an affiliate of the United Synagogue  
of Conservative Judaism and the Union for Reform Judaism

QUARTERLY BULLETIN

2425 East Heritage Way, Salt Lake City, UT 84109
PHONE 801-484-1501  •  FAX 801-484-1162  •  info@conkolami.org  •  www.conkolami.org

   

Follow us on:

WHAT DO YOU DO?
Kol Ami Networking

It's usually the first question we ask in social 
situations after introductions, however, our lack  
of social interaction due to the COVID-19 outbreak 
has limited our ability to meet new people and 
make new connections. Here at Kol Ami, we would 
like to keep our community growing and thriving during 
this challenging time by hearing more about you  
and your profession! 

Do you have an ability or service that might be  
helpful to another congregant? Would you enjoy 
getting to know other congregants to exchange ideas, 
find camaraderie, and get to know each other? Maybe  
you are a professional, retired small business owner, 
stay at home parent, artist, IT professional, or have  
a unique skill set that you would like to share with  
your community. 

We want to hear from you! Please email  
us at info@conkolami.org with your  
occupation or info regarding your skill,  
and preferred method of contact so  
we can include you too.


