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Love in the Time of 
Covid-19 

 

R ecent studies show a 
correlation of membership in 

a religious community to improved 
health and resilience.  In uncertain 
times of pandemic, who can afford 
to take a chance?  It seems that 
the mere fact of one’s 
membership in a religious 
community, no matter how often 
one does or doesn’t go to services, 
has an effect on one’s health. Is 
this because members are praying 
for one another?  Is it because of 
some special merit? Is the simple 
knowledge that one is part of 
something larger than oneself a 
partial determinant of better 
mental and physical health? We 
don’t know the full answers to 
those questions; but we can say 
this with certainty: being a 
member of Kehillat Shaarei Torah 
is a good thing! 
 
Looking back on the year 5780 that 
is coming to a close, we can say 
that our precious kehillah 
welcomed new bar and bat 
mitzvahs into full participation in 
our community; we saw brides and 
grooms stand under the chuppah; 
we named newborn babies; and 
we comforted the bereaved.  Of 
course for almost half of the year, 
up until Purim; we did this in 

person, with L’chaims in hand, 
with smiles on our faces, and with 
cheers of “mazel tov” filling the 
shul. 
 
Recent months have seen masks 
on our faces (an extension of 
Purim?) and L’chaims entirely 
online, but we have not stopped 
caring for one another, sharing 
life’s ups and downs, and in recent 
weeks, getting our minyan back on 
its feet. In time, more of us will be 
able to come to shul, and Hallel 
will resound not just from a Zoom 
screen but from the Bimah in shul 
as it should be on special days.   
 
Amidst the coming Days of Awe, 
Days of Judgment, High Holy Days, 
Yamim Nora’im, whatever we 
choose to call them; we should not 
forget the sense of Love that 
permeates everything we do as 
Jews. Love for one another, Love 
for Israel, Love for simply being 
Jewish, Love or Learning, and of 
course Love of Gd and feeling Gd’s 
love for us—this love is the basis of 
everything. Love can’t be fully 
explained, even in a poem or 
essay; it has to be felt, it has to be 
experienced. The reason that we 
are in Awe over the Days of Awe, 
why we submit ourselves to 
Judgment in the Days of Judgment, 
is because of our Love—we want 
to be connected and as close to Gd 
as is humanly possible, and we 

regret and resolve to repair 
anything that gets in the way of 
that relationship.  
 
When you love, you want to give. 
So let’s reach deep within our 
souls these weeks of Elul and 
Tishrei, and into the new year, and 
give truly and authentically of 
ourselves.  In Teshuva--taking 
measure of ourselves as we are 
and as we would like to be and 
resolving to continue growing and 
learning each day.  In Tzedaka--in 
giving generously to support our 
synagogue in a challenging 
economic year, as well as other 
worthwhile institutions and 
organizations.  In Tefillah--in 
praying with a full heart and an 
open mind, in the hope and 
expectation that our prayer will 
join us together with Jews around 
the world, and connect us with Gd 
who is our Source of life and 
blessing. 
 
With Best wishes to you from me, 
Sharona, and our kids 
 

Rabbi Joe Kanofsky 
 

RABBI’S MESSAGE 
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KST Members, friends, family,  
 

T his year has undoubtedly 
been a trying one for all. The 

Covid19 pandemic has 
dramatically altered and changed 
our “normal” way of life, and 
specifically, our way of Jewish 
life. Lockdowns have kept us 
isolated, social distancing has 
kept us apart, and the overall 
impact of this new “distanced” 
reality, while hopefully 
temporary in nature, has been 
hard on all.  
 
Successfully reopening KST 
during the pandemic, with the 
safety of our community at the 
forefront of all preparation and 
planning was the result of 
months of effort by both the 
executive and our board of 
directors, specifically the re-
opening committee.  
 
The reopening committee, Evelyn 
Freedman, Dr. Karen Swirsky, 
Marsha Krakowski, Daniel Marks, 
Lawrence Mosselson, Rabbi Joe 
and Alan Domb all worked 
tirelessly and ultimately as a 
team to ensure that when the 
doors finally opened, they would 
do so in the safest manner 
possible. The results speak for 
themselves. I for one felt such a 
sense of relief and gratitude 

during our first Shabbat in person 
services, and I know that 
everyone who attended that first 
service felt similarly, their smiling 
eyes confirmation as such.  
 
A special mention to our 
Executive Director, Alan Domb, 
for his unwavering commitment 
to our Shul and members and  
our Kehillah as a whole, and his 
tireless efforts to ensure that 
every detail surrounding safely 
reopening KST was captured and 
accounted for, and followed 
through with.  On behalf of the 
Board and our membership, I 
want to thank Alan for all he 
does for KST, both in times of 
crisis and every day in between.  
 
The board has been busy this 
year, even when confined to 
home and Zoom, with several 
initiatives, thankfully now back 
on the front burner as the world 
around us begins to re awaken. 
Harry Klompas, Dr. Karen 
Swirsky, Marsha Krakowski, 
Evelyn Freedman, Irwin Beron, 
Lawrence Mosselson, Daniel 
Marks, Michael Twyman, Daniel 
Schneider, Steve Rostowsky ex 
officio, and by invitation, Lawrie 
Apple, have time and time again 
shown their dedication and 
commitment to ensuring our 
Kehillah thrives and remains 

healthy and vibrant for all to 
enjoy.  
 
It is with an overwhelming sense 
of excitement and joy when I say 
that I look forward to seeing all 
of you, our members, whether 
out on the golf course during our 
annual tournament (Yes, we’re 
on for a lovely day of golf and 
friends and food), at Shul during 
regular Shabbat services, or 
during this year’s High Holidays 
services and programming, all of 
which have been planned to 
ensure both the health and 
safety of our Kehillah while we 
come together to be together 
and celebrate a New year, and a 
fresh start.  
 
On behalf of my wife Karen and 
our entire family, we would like 
to wish you and your loved ones, 
and the entire Kehillat Shaarei 
Torah membership a Shanah 
Tovah.  
 
 

Jeremy Murray 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S  
MESSAGE 
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HOW DOES HIGH HOLIDAY ATTENDANCE-IN-PERSON WORK 
THIS YEAR? 
 
Tickets are enclosed in the High Holiday mailing to those members who have expressed interest 
via the online questionnaire or through the phone calls made by board members.   
 
We have provided the seating according to the maximum expressed interest.  This means if you 
expressed interest in attending Kol Nidre, you were included as a possible attendee for all 
services and will have tickets for all services.   All seats are 6’ apart from each other. 
 
You must bring the correct ticket to the correct service.  The ticket this year accomplishes 
multiple functions:   
 

1. Contact Tracing Attendance  

2. Agreeing to follow health-safety rules (mask wearing, etc.) see p. 5  

3. Security admittance 

4. Acceptance of the Release and Waiver of Liability related to Covid-19 p. 9 

 
When you arrive, you will submit the correct ticket to the security and be directed to either the 
main sanctuary or downstairs social hall, depending on room capacity.  There is no reserved 
seating or seat-saving; it is strictly first-come-first-served. 
 
You will be asked to sanitize your hands, and ensure your mask is on covering your nose, mouth 
and chin, as per Toronto Public Health Guidelines. 
 
Please do not mingle or socialize in the foyer or corridors.  Physical distancing is required at all 
times. 
 
If you need to exit at any time, prior to the conclusion of services, please exit using the back 
door.   
 
Members will be dismissed by section at the conclusion of services to prevent bottlenecking.     
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Kehillat Shaarei Torah of Toronto 
High Holiday Order of Services High Holidays 5781 

 

Please note the following changes this year:  
 

 Services are briefer due to Covid19.  Services will start later and end earlier.  

 Mask-wearing and physical distancing is absolutely required and will be enforced.  

 A ticket for EACH service is required for contact tracing.  No ticket... No entry.  

 Video sermons will be on the website in advance.  No in -person Rabbi ’s sermon.  

 No scholar in residence lectures this year.  

 There is exactly enough seating between upstairs/downstairs for all ticket holders.  

 Shofar Sunday venues:  indoors at 11am, outdoors at 12:45pm & 6pm.  

 Those unable to attend in person can hear the beginning of Kol Nidrei on Zoom.  

Selichot- Saturday Night, September 12 
 10:00pm Zoom program 
 12:00 Midnight Selichot with Chazzan Pesach 
  Goldman:  In person at KST - register 
  online OR join by Zoom 
 

Selichot-Monday Sept 14 - Friday Sept 18  
 7:30am by Zoom 
 

First Night Rosh Hashana Friday Sept 18 
 6:00pm Mincha 

6:20pm Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv 
 

First Day Rosh Hashana Shabbat Sept 19 
 9:30 Shacharit begins with Nishmat (p.342) 
  No shofar service on Shabbat 
 12:35 Musaf Concludes 
 5:45 Mincha 
 6:10 Maariv 
  
Second Day Rosh Hashana Sunday Sept 20 
 9:30 Shacharit begins with Nishmat (p.342) 
 11:00 Shofar Service 
 12:40 Musaf Concludes 
 12:45 Optional Shofar service Bayview/Fifeshire 
 5:15 Young Families Shofar and Apples/Honey 
         program @ Bayview/York Mills 
 6:00 Optional Shofar Service-Bayview/York Mills 
 6:15 Tashlich @ Bayview/York Mills 
 7:10 Mincha 
 8:00pm Maariv-Rosh Hashana Concludes 
 

Fast of Gedalia-Monday Sept 21  
 Selichot on Zoom 7:30am 
 
Selichot - Monday Sept 22 - Friday Sept 25  
 7:30am by Zoom 
 

Shabbat Shuva - Saturday Sept 26-register online 
 Shacharit begins 10:00 with Nishmat (p.400) 
 Musaf concludes 11:30 
 Shabbat Shuva Drasha online before Shabbat 
 

Erev Yom Kippur-Sunday Sept 27 
 7:30am Selichot 
 3:00pm Mincha 
 6:00pm Shul doors open  
 6:35pm  Kol Nidrei on Zoom 
 6:40pm Zoom ends 
 6:46pm Candlelighting / start of Yom Kippur 
 6:50pm Continuation of Kol Nidrei/Maariv 
 

Yom Kippur-Monday Sept 28 
 9:30 Shacharit begins with Nishmat (p.550) 

11:00 Yizkor 
11:20 Begin Musaf 
1:15pm Conclude Musaf 
5:30pm Mincha 
6:45pm Ne’ilah 
7:46 Maariv/Havdallah 
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Kehillat Shaarei Torah of Toronto  
Release and Waiver of Liability  

Relating to Coronavirus/COVID‐19  
 

September 3, 2020 
 

The novel coronavirus, COVID‐19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health Organization.  
COVID‐19 is extremely contagious, with very serious health consequences, including the possibility of serious injury 
and illness, and even death.  It is believed to spread mainly from person‐to‐ person contact.  As a result, federal, 
provincial, and local governments and health agencies have issued “stay at home” orders, social distancing 
recommendations, and guidelines as to use of personal protective equipment, and in many locations have prohibited 
the assembly and participation of groups of people.   
 

Kehillat Shaarei Torah of Toronto (KST) has adopted various preventative measures to help reduce the potential 
spread of COVID‐19, including reducing the number of persons who may be present at the same time for Synagogue 
services or other activities and for distancing of the participants and maintaining cleanliness.  KST cannot assure or 
otherwise guarantee that you or your children will not become infected with COVID‐19 in attending religious 
services or other activities at the Synagogue.  You also recognize that attending religious services at KST increases 
your and your family’s risk of contracting COVID‐19.  You have advised KST that you are aware of the foregoing 
and desire to attend Synagogue services, by yourself and/or with your minor child or children.   
 

In consideration of being allowed to attend such services and other activities at KST and for other good and valuable 
consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are acknowledged by you, and desiring to be legally bound, you 
covenant, acknowledge and agree, on behalf of yourself and your minor child or children, as follows:  
 

1.  You acknowledge the highly contagious nature of COVID‐19 and that relevant public health authorities continue 
to recommend practicing social distancing.  You voluntarily assume the risk that you and/or your family may be 
exposed to and/or infected by COVID‐19 as a result of attending KST.  You confirm that you understand that such 
exposure or infection may result in personal injury, illness, permanent disability, and/or death to you and members of 
your family.   
 

2.  You understand that the risk of becoming exposed to or infected by COVID‐19 at KST may result from the 
actions, omissions, or negligence of yourself or others including, but not limited to, KST employees, volunteers, and 
participants and their families.  You voluntarily agree to assume all of the foregoing risks and accept sole 
responsibility for any injury to yourself, members of your family, and any other individuals with whom you may 
ultimately have contact‐‐including, but not limited to, personal injury, disability, death, illness, damage, loss, claim, 
liability, or expense, of any kind (collectively “Claims”)‐‐that you, members of your family, and any other individuals 
with whom you ultimately have contact may experience or incur in connection with you and/or your family’s 
attendance at KST.   
 

3.  You attest that: (i) you are not experiencing any symptom of COVID-19, including cough, shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing, fever, chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat or new loss of taste or smell; (ii) you have not 
travelled to the United States or internationally within the last 14 days; (iii) you have no reason to believe that you 
have been exposed to someone with a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19; and (iv) you have not been 
diagnosed with COVID-19 and not yet cleared as noncontagious by health authorities.   
 

4.  You hereby release, covenant not to sue, discharge, agree to hold harmless and indemnify KST Congregation, its 
employees, agents, officers, directors and other representatives, from and against all Claims, including all liabilities, 
claims, actions, damages, costs and expenses of any kind arising out of or relating thereto.  You understand that this 
release includes any Claims based on the actions, omissions, or negligence of KST, its employees, agents, officers, 
directors and representatives, or any other persons, whether a COVID‐19 infection occurs before, during, or after 
participation in any of the Shul's programs.   
 

By submitting your ticket upon entry, you confirm that you have read, understand, and agree to all the terms and 

provisions of this Release and Waiver of Liability Relating to Coronavirus/COVID‐19. 
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Shofar Blowing 
 

Put your mind at ease. While adhering 
to health and government regulations, 
Bikur Cholim will be’ezrat Hashem 
conduct shofar blowing services in 
residential buildings along the Bathurst 
Street corridor. For further information, 
please call Shully or Chava Bayla at 416-
783-7983. 
 
If you are available to volunteer and 
blow shofar, please contact us at the 
office, 416-783-7983. 

 

Unable to Attend Shofar Blowing? 

Bikur Cholim 
506 Coldstream Avenue,  
Toronto, ON, M6B 2K6 
www.bikurcholim.ca 

shofaronthecorner.com 
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What programs would you like to see at KST? 
 

Thurs. Oct. 15, 2020, 7:30pm 
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DONATION 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Tribute Cards: 
 

Please call the synagogue office to have one of 
our beautiful tribute cards sent in honour of a 
simcha or in memory of a loved one.   Donations 
can be allocated to the following funds: 
 

• Rabbi’s Gemilut Chessed Fund 
 —For families in need & community  
  charitable causes 
• Siddur/Chumash/Tehillim Fund 

• Library/Seforim Fund 

• General Fund—For Operations 

• Building Fund 

• Accessibility Fund 

 

 
Other Donation Opportunities 
 

• Tree of Life Leaf 

• Program Sponsorship 

• Education Sponsorship 

• Yahrzeit Board Plaque 

• Nachas Bulletin Sponsorship 

• Weekly Bulletin Sponsorship 

• Shul Kiddush-To-Go Sponsorship 

• Shul Seudah Shlishit (When permissible) 

• Endowments and Will Legacies 

Donate your shares in public companies  
to the shul and save a huge amount of tax!! 

   
The shul is pleased to announce that it can accept your gift of the shares held 
in public companies as a donation. This is a great tax saving strategy. 100% of 
the tax on the capital gains made on sale of the shares can be avoided. 
 

 

Please call the synagogue office at (416) 229-2600 ext. 3  
For any of these donation opportunities 

 
Donations to Kehillat Shaarei Torah are tax-deductible. 

Where There’s a Will…  
Remember us in your will.  
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KST KIDZ KORNER 

High Holy Days WordFind 

A N A H S A H H S O R S Y R S 

D R F R P Q T V M G I E O G H 

E H U P A B U X G M N Z C O O 

X Y L P C V Y T C O H S E R F 

Q E B S P R O H H C Z Q L T A 

S N O S V I A T A O E B Q E R 

Z M S I D T K M U R X I L D K 

F Y Q G T A T M W B L B M D R 

O D Y O S U K K O T A L I T K 

Y L R H C A H C S Y V P S F M 

V A I H R R L J I H E T S A D 

H A G W W A I O D Q K W A Z V 

B Q L T T R Q L W G Q J D K W 

I E X U D M X H F P R T A S R 

E N B B L S X F Z J Y F H U O 

APPLES ARAVOT ETROG 

HADASSIM HONEY LULAV 

MACHZOR ROSHHASHANA SCHACH 

SHOFAR SIMCHATTORAH SUKKOT 

TALIT YOMKIPPUR  
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Deborah and David Naken celebrated the bar 
mitzvah of their son, Jesse. 
 
Dvora Silver is celebrated the graduation of her 
grandson, Joshua Silver, son of Markham and Lisa 
Silver of Calgary, on his Masters of Architecture 
from the University of Toronto 
 
Rabbi Joe and Sharona Kanofsky celebrated the 
graduation of their son, Yaakov Kanofsky, from 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah 
 
Alan Domb celebrated the graduation of his 
daughter, Goldie Domb, from Beth Jacob High 
School 
 
Daniel Smouha announced the birth of a grandson 
Luke, a son to Jacqueline and a great-grandson to 
Anita Smouha 
 
Anita Smouha’s 95th Birthday 
 
Steve and Dana Rostowsky celebrated the  
marriage of their son, Jordan to Lauren Glick, 
daughter of Eddie & Susan Glick.  
 
Sheila Hecker announces the birth of her first great 
granddaughter. 
 
Ralph and Marcia Aizicowitz announce the 
engagement of their daughter, Kelly Aizicowitz to 
Jason Entine of Toronto 

M E M B E R    
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

To Anne Levin on the passing of her brother, our 

member, Charles Gruss, z”l. 

 

To Roz Devlin on the passing of her brother, Dr. 

Samuel Reuben Devlin, z"l. 

 

To Gail Romain and Rayfel Schneider on the passing 

of their mother, our member, Rose Schneider, z”l. 

 

To Karen Putterman on the passing of her 

grandmother, Ida Putterman, z”l. 

 

To Michael Tweyman on the passing of his mother, 

Marilyn Tweyman, z”l 

 

To Beatrice Schneider on the passing of her 

husband, our member, Morris Louis Schneider, z”l 

CONDOLENCES 

by Judith and Andrew Sanders just to show how 
much they appreciate being with all of you again. 
 
by Sharon Klug in honour of the yahrzeit of her late 
brother, Harvey Citron, z”l 
 
by Shirley Osler in honour of the pleasure of davening 
back at shul. 
 
by Sheila Hecker in honour of the 7th yahrzeit of her 
late husband, Harvey Hecker, z”l. 
 
by Dr. Roz Devlin in honour of Sheila Hecker and the 
birth of her first great grandchild. 

SPONSORED 
KIDDUSH-TO - GO 
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 To be a dynamic, inclusive, welcoming Modern Orthodox community that 
celebrates Jewish life  

 
 We provide inspirational learning opportunities and meaningful participation 

in all religious and Jewish cultural events and social activities 
 
 We are devoted to Torah, the State of Israel, and Jews around the world 
 
 KST is small enough so that members of all ages have a strong sense of family 

and belonging 

Warm and Welcoming: 
We are inclusive and non-judgmental, welcoming singles and families. 
 
A Learning Community: 
We provide learning opportunities to foster personal, spiritual and intellectual 
growth.  
 
Proudly Zionistic: 
We have strong ties with Israel and believe that its existence is central to Jewish life. 
 
Communal Involvement:  
We encourage participation in social action through programs and activities. 

Our Values 

Our Vision 
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Due to Covid-19 

Tracing and Health 
Requirements: 

 
NO TICKET,  
NO ENTRY, 

NO EXCEPTIONS. 
Period. 

 
Safety First.  

  

THE OFFICIAL KST 
MACHZORIM: 

 

Page numbers will be announced for: 
 

THE KOREN ROSH HASHANA MACHZOR 

THE KOREN YOM KIPPUR MACHZOR 
 

With commentary by 
Rabbi Lord  

Jonathan Sacks  
 

Available at Judaica stores  
and online book retailers 
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Stay Tuned for Details on  

SIMCHAT TORAH  

HAKAFOT  
AT KST 

 
 
 
 
 
 

** in accordance with 
physically distancing rules 
and following Toronto 
Public Health guidelines. 

FREE TO ALL MEMBERS!! 

Simchas Torah 
L u n c h e o n - T o - G o  
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Wish Best Wishes  

from your 

Kehillat Shaarei Torah Family… 

 שנה טובה!


