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Adar 5781 
March 2021 

 
Dear Friends:  
 
It’s OK if you’re struck by the irony of celebrating “The Season of 
our Freedom” while we’re still on modified lockdown.  Our freedom 
of movement it nearly as severely curtailed as it was last year at this 
time, and we still managed to celebrate the Sedarim and pray with 
the prayers of thanksgiving for liberation and redemption.  
 
This is not the first time that the Jewish people have celebrated 
Pesach when the outward indicators of freedom were rather limited.  
Many times throughout our long history, we spoke about freedom 
and redemption when in fact we were in some kind of confinement.   
 
The freedom that we are embracing on Pesach is the freedom of our 
neshama—since the time of the Exodus from Egypt, the Jewish 
people have remained by nature a free people. At times, various 
regimes have imprisoned or detained our bodies; but our souls 
remain free always.  That’s why in this trying time of Covid19, we 
are still eating matza and drinking wine and tasting freedom and 
singing about it—because as ever, it’s the Best we CAN DO. 
 
   Wishing you a happy and kosher Pesach 
   Rabbi Joe Kanofsky 
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Second Time ‘Round: Another Covid Pesach 
 
Pesach is our celebration of Freedom, our redemption from 
Mitzrayim.  Mitzrayim is the biblical name for Egypt, and its letters 
also spell out the Hebrew word ‘meitzarim’ or narrow straits.  This 
past year has been a year of unusually narrow straits for all of us, 
with the anxiety and uncertainty of the COVID19 virus which at 
times has loomed as an uncontrollable threat to our health and 
wellbeing, and has rendered this the most inconsistent year in 
memory. We have all experienced loss in many forms, and now as 
we did last year amidst great fear and nationwide lockdown, we look 
to the familiar songs and customs, practices tastes and smells of 
Pesach and wine stains on the haggadah to remind us of the freedom 
that dwells enduringly within us. 
 
 Anxiety has taken so many forms this past year: will we unwittingly 
become exposed to the virus?  Is handwashing and masking enough?  
Will our mail or packages deliver the virus to our homes?  Will there 
be enough health care resources to provide care for everyone who 
needs it? Will care be effective enough to sidestep long-term health 
consequences?  Will a vaccine arrive on time to hold off the 
development of new strains of the virus?  It has been a year of 
worrying for all of us, with what they tell us is a once-in-a-century 
pandemic. Will this be it for another 100 years, or will these 
infrequent disruptions to life become more frequent, like weather 
catastrophes have become?  We’re all anxious and guarded in a way 
that we haven’t been before.  
 
Uncertainty has been another unsettling feeling. Will we be able to 
make travel plans?  How will we celebrate simchas?  How will we 
comfort the bereaved? What will become of our friendships and 
relationships that have all migrated to zoom, whose face-to face 
interactions have been indefinitely paused? Our on-again, off-again 
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schedule of services at KST has mirrored the uncertainty of most 
other components of our lives. Will we be able to say kaddish? How 
will we hear the shofar? When will I be able to hug my friends and 
say l’chaim in person? 
    
Inconsistency has also marked this year:  Our shul was closed for 
several months at the first stages of lockdown, then open in a limited 
way for the summer and fall and high holidays; with seating 
restrictions and sanitary procedures in place. Then closed again for 
a time. Then open. Then closed, then open again.  That inconsistent 
schedule has been no different than the schedule at Home Depot, or 
the mall at Bayview village where we used to go for walks, or travel 
to Israel and Florida, or most other things. To magnify the 
inconsistency: we’ve often not been able to plan ahead, and felt 
ourselves at the mercy of unclear government regulations that varied 
from week to week, from country to country and even between 
Toronto city and York Region at times.  There’s been so little we 
can count on!  
 
Losses of so many kinds have clouded over our year.  The most 
human of needs, for interaction with friends and family and loved 
ones, has been curtailed if not closed down completely.  Hugs are 
gone, handshakes are paused, and in public, we can’t even smile at 
one another because of these masks we have to wear.  It’s stifled our 
basic need for interaction and mutual acknowledgement, replaced if 
not mocked by Zoom, where we see each other’s faces but can never 
really make true eye contact.  And that’s just the beginning. We’ve 
lost the ability to be present for one another in times of joy and times 
of sadness, to share life cycle events of all types with family and 
friends. And most painfully, we have lost loved ones, family 
members, lifelong friends, and beloved teachers and rabbis like 
Abraham Twersky and Jonathan Sacks and not even been able to 
gather together to share in grief.   
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Amidst all these unsettling and destabilizing times, Torah and 
Jewish life has been and continues to be balm for our souls. It gives 
us the chance to accomplish something every day. It offers us a 
chance to develop our minds and hearts, limited only by our 
attention and discipline. It allows our souls to sing, even when we 
are singing alone; we know we are joined together with the song of 
others in the same situation.  Perhaps never in our lives has regular 
prayer, study, and devotion offered us more in terms of ordering and 
giving depth and contour to uncertain times. 
 
You can review thoughts on daily prayer and the importance of 
Shabbat in punctuating our daily and weekly existence by looking 
on the KST website under “resources” for previous iterations of this 
“Best we CAN DO” booklet from Shavuot and the High Holidays. 
The Jewish people do not lack for structure when it comes to 
marking off special times, and as one day, one week, one month has 
melded into the next, the ability to sanctify time has become 
arguably more of a need to maintain our balance.  
 
It should be at least some comfort that the Pesach Seder this year is 
minimally different than in all the other years of our lives. It’s true, 
the seder this year as last year will in all likelihood be celebrated 
with fewer familiar faces around the table, and Shabbat coming on 
erev Pesach adds a few new wrinkles into observance, even as it 
offers us a chance to enter into Pesach well-rested. Let’s look at the 
positive:  our Passover Seder needs no revision or alteration this year 
to be enjoyed and experienced as fully and meaningfully as it has 
every other year of our lives.  The seder is always at home, always 
guided by our childhood memories of what to do (and what not to 
do) and as always, offers us an evening dedicated to questions and 
discussion, finding new connections and new meanings and new 
significance in familiar accustomed actions.   
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The following pages contain some more finely-grained particulars 
of how to prepare for Pesach, especially at it begins at the conclusion 
of Shabbos, which happened last in 2008.  Day-by-day guides for 
prayers over Pesach follow, including a reminder to begin counting 
the Omer at the second seder or on the second night of Pesach 
(Sunday night, March 28th). Counting the omer is also a distinctly 
Jewish way of marking time, of ‘making every day count’ in 
anticipation of Shavuot, seven weeks later.   
 
As ever, let us recognize in ourselves the BEST we CAN DO, the 
title of this booklet; and feel confident and happy and grateful to be 
able to make the most of our days. May this year’s Pesach bring with 
us even more feelings of gratitude, peace, and freedom. 
 

Guide for Pesach Preparations 
Shabbat Hagadol / Pesach 2021 / 5781 

 
THURSDAY NIGHT March 25 
 
We search the house for chametz. Normally we do this the night 
before the seder, but when the first seder occurs on Saturday night, 
we do the checking on Thursday night rather than on Friday night.  
Check around the entire house for any leavened products, as we are 
not allowed to have them in our possession once the holiday begins.  
All bread, crackers, liquor, cookies, or anything containing leaven 
in it can be 1) eaten 2)donated or given away 3) disposed of in the 
garbage or 4) sold to a non-Jew who does not have an obligation to 
observe Pesach. (you can arrange this sale using the form in the 
Pesach Nachas or on the KST website).  After nightfall, 8:30; we 
make the brocho “al biur chametz” and check the entire house, 
garage, car, by candlelight. Anywhere where someone might have 
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taken a cookie or snack should be checked. If you have an office or 
other site that you own outside of your house, you can clean and 
check it before Thursday night, without a brocho.  
 
FRIDAY MORNING-EREV SHABBAT HAGADOL March 26 
 
It’s customary for firstborn males to fast, in memory of having been 
spared the plague of the firstborn. It’s similarly customary for those 
firstborns to hear a siyum, the completion of a tractate of Talmud 
that occasions a festive meal, and take part in that siyum to exempt 
themselves from fasting. KST will have a siyum via zoom at 
9:00am. 
 
Since we are not permitted to prepare for the seder on Shabbat in 
any way, all preparations should be completed as much as possible 
on Friday. This includes cooking all the foods as well as preparing 
all the items on the seder plate:  hardboiled egg, roasting a 
shankbone, making salt water, grating horseradish and charoses, 
checking lettuce for bugs, opening the seals on boxes of matza and 
cases of wine, etc.   
 
FRIDAY NIGHT-WELCOMING SHABBAT HAGADOL 
 
KABBALAT SHABBAT 
We begin Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday afternoon with Yedid Nefesh, 
bottom half of page 590. 
 
p. 308-313, and then Psalm 29 on p. 314/315 standing; we recite six 
psalms corresponding to the six days of the week that are now begin 
completed by welcoming in Shabbat. 
 
p. 316-319 Lecha Dodi, “Come, my beloved” is a very expressive 
poem that ushers in Shabbat.  The last stanza (“Enter in peace/Bo’i 
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v’shalom”) is said standing, and we turn to the back of the shul/door 
of the house as a sign of welcoming the Shabbat Queen who is now 
entering.  There are many different tunes that can be used for Lecha 
Dodi; you can use a different one every week or one that you like; 
sometimes we switch tunes in the middle, too to keep it lively. 
 
p. 320/31 we sit down and accept Shabbat with the saying of psalm 
92, “a psalm for Shabbat day.” 
 
p. 322-329 is a chapter of misha tractate Shabbat. It can be omitted 
when davening without a minyan, or you can study it—it never hurts 
to study a chapter of mishna. 
 
SHABBAT MA’ARIV 
 
p. 330/331 Omit barchu, continue with the blessings of Shema and 
Shema Yisrael. 
 
p. 336/337 rise and say “veshameru” and continue with Amidah for 
Friday night on 338/339. 
 
p. 346/347 second paragraph “Thus the heaven,” Vayechulu 
hashamayim” is said standing, in pairs if possible, as we are giving 
testimony to Shabbat here. 
 
The bottom half of p. 346/347 is omitted when davening privately. 
We also omit the Kiddush at the bottom of page 348/349.   
 
p. 350/351 Aleinu 
 
p. 12-14 Yigdal concludes the Friday night service. 
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At the Shabbat table, we bless the children (if that is your custom) 
p. 354/355 and sing Shalom Aleichem on the same page.  Aishes 
Chayil p. 358/359—everyone says this, not just married people. 
 
p. 360-361 Kiddush as any other Friday night. 
 
Then we wash our hands and make hamotzi over two loaves of bread 
and enjoy a Shabbat meal. This is going to be a challenge this year 
because the entire house, including kitchen as well as the dining 
room where the seder will be Saturday night should be cleaned and 
kashered “pesachdik.”  All the foods eaten at the Shabbat meals 
should be kosher lepesach.  Yet we need to say hamotzi over bread, 
and we cannot use matza because we want to have an appetite for it 
at the seder. What’s to be done?  The best practice seems to be to 
buy very small challah rolls, which will be about 2 ounces each, that 
a person will be able to eat easily in 2-4 minutes.  Wash and make 
hamotzi over these challah rolls, and eat them completely right 
away, over a Kleenex to catch any crumbs; with a plastic cover over 
the set table with the pesach dishes on it if you like.  Be very careful 
to catch any crumbs in the tissue, and eat them up too and then flush 
the Kleenex.  Then wash your hands carefully to remove any 
crumbs, and proceed with Shabbat dinner.   
 
There are zmirot, songs to sing at the table on pp. 362-367. 
 
Birkat hamazon, the grace after meals, begins with Shir Hamaalot, 
psalm 126 on p. 182/183 and includes the paragraph for Shabbat on 
p. 188/189.  There’s a cute custom on this particular Shabbat, which 
is called “Shabbat Hagadol,” the Great Shabbos, to emphasize the 
words “Shabbat hagadol” in the “Retzei” paragraph at the end of the 
first line/beginning of the second line in the grey box on p. 188. 
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SHABBAT HAGADOL MORNING March 27 
 
This morning presents a time challenge to us, as we have to complete 
our eating of chometz by 10:49am, the last time to eat chometz. If 
you want to allow yourself 30 minutes to make Kiddush, wash and 
make hamotzi, and eat some bread (see the suggestions above for 
Friday night), then you have to start your meal at 10:19am.  That 
means you have to finish davening by then. If davening takes you 2 
hours, that means you have to start davening at 8:19am. Think about 
plotting this schedule out before Shabbat and stick to a schedule. 
 
The davening itself: pp. 2-53 are as any weekday morning, omitting 
the supplicatory paragraphs on pgs. 22,24,32, and 40.  After p. 
52/53, we continue on p. 368 through 430/431. For the Amidah 
beginning on 420/421, we stand with our feet together facing east 
toward Yerushalayim. Before the Amidah, take three small steps 
back, and three small steps forward, because we are entering into the 
presence of the King of All Kings, the Holy and Blessed One.  
During the whole Amidah, we are to keep our minds on being 
servants standing before our Master.   
 
p. 422/423 the ‘kedushah’ at the bottom of the page is omitted when 
there is no minyan. 
 
p. 430/431 the conclusion of the Amidah; before “oseh shalom”/”He 
who makes peace” we take three steps back and bow left right and 
centre.   
p. 432 Eyn Kamocha, Av Harachamim, and Vay'hi bin'soa.  p. 436 
omit Brich Shmey and the responsive Shma, Echad, and Gadlu.  
Continue Lecha Hashem Hagedula.  
 
p.438, Al Hakol, is a text from the oldest siddur we have, from R' 
Amram Gaon in Babylon.  In his siddur, he puts it at the beginning 
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of shacharit, and calls it "kaddish yachid," the individual's kaddish.  
It’s good at this point to read the Torah portion (Tzav, Stone 
Chumash p. 568) and Haftorah (special for Shabbat Hagadol, Stone 
p. 1220) for yourself or study it together with someone else if you 
can. 
 
p.444, say the prayer for soldiers and the first yekum purkan only on 
448 (leave out the other two on 449a).p. 450-the government 
certainly needs our prayers now. Most shabbatot we say Av 
Harachamim on 454, but it is omitted today because it’s erev Pesach. 
Continue with Ashrei on 456. 
 
We can say Mizmor Ledovid on 458, even though we’re not holding 
a Torah. 
 
Continue on p. 462/463 with the normal Musaf for Shabbat, and we 
do not repeat nor do we say kedusha on p. 464/465.  It ends on 
474/475, and we conclude the service with pp. 476-483.  Anim 
Zmirot 484-487 is omitted when we’re davening at home.  
 
P 488-489 Psalm of the day; p. 12/13 Adon Olam. 
 
Kiddush for Shabbat day: P. 492/493; you can say the top half 
quietly if you like, and start out loud with “therefore/Al Kayn” in 
the middle of the page.  Bracha borei pri hagafen. Hamotzi over two 
loaves/rolls, per the suggestions above for Friday night. Finish 
eating bread by 10:49.   Zmirot for Shabbat pp. 494-501.  Birkat 
hamazon for Shabbat as mentioned above. Dispose of all chametz 
by flushing crumbs, placing table covers and any other chometz 
items with the chametz to be sold;  and reciting the disavowal of 
ownership “kol chamira” by 12:09.  Take a nice nap, as you 
probably got up very early to daven! 
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SHABBAT MINCHA: pp. 502-507.  Omit the torah service, from the 
bottom of 506 through 514.  Continue with Amidah p. 514-523.  
Omit Tzikdatcha/Your Righteousness on p. 534/525; say Aleinu 
526-529.  Many people follow the custom of reciting part of the 
haggadah on the afternoon of Shabbat Hagadol, as the miracles of 
deliverance began on that Shabbat.  If you like, you can say the 
“maggid” part from “avadim hayinu/We were slaves” to “lechaper 
al avonoseinu/To atone for our transgressions at the end of 
“Dayeinu.” In any case, its good practice and review for the seder.  
 
SEUDA SHLISHIT: on a usual Shabbat, we eat a small meal before 
dusk to honour the Shabbat with an extra meal and song. However, 
on this Shabbat afternoon we can neither eat leavened bread nor 
matz. So we can rely on the opinions that say that seuda shlishit can 
be fulfilled with a piece of fruit or fish; or even some divrei Torah. 
The other option is to eat a third meal before 10:49am, the last time 
for eating chometz.  At KST, we usually sing the songs on pp. 588-
591.  
 
MAARIV AT THE CONCLUSION OF SHABBAT HAGADOL 
/ BEGINNING OF PESACH 
 
At the conclusion of Shabbat, 8:23pm, begin maariv for Festivals on 
p. 330. Continue to middle of page 336/337 and omit 
“veshamru/And the children of Israel shall keep; substitute the grey 
box “And Moshe declared/vayidaber moshe” instead. Right after 
that, turn to p. 660/661 for Amidah. Omit kedusha on 662. On page 
664, say the paragraph in the grey box for the conclusion of Shabbat. 
On 664 and 666, choose the passage for Pesach.  After Amidah, 
conclude with Aleinu on 350 and Yigdal on p. 12. 
 
Candlelighting:  Light from a pre-existing flame that was kindled 
before Shabbat. The bracha is on p. 296/297: “lehadlik ner shel Yom 
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Tov” and the bracha of “shehecheyanu.” Someone who says 
“shehecheyanu” at candlelighting does not repeat it at Kiddush. 
 
We are allowed to begin preparing for the seder at 8:23pm.  Set the 
table: wine, matza, the seder plate, the place settings, the haggadah.  
If you don’t have a particular family custom as to how to arrange 
the seder plate (there are many variants) then one very widely used 
arrangement looks like two inverted triangles, one above the other. 
Top right corner of the plate: a roasted shankbone, or wing or neck.  
Top left corner: a hard cooked egg between them and below them: 
maror, bitter herb.  Middle right of the plate below the shankbone: 
charoses. Middle left of the plate below the egg: Karpas, your 
vegetable that you’ll dip in salt water. And between and below them: 
more bitter herb. 
 
Havdallah is included in Kiddush in this way:  holding the Kiddush 
cup, we say the brocho Borei Pri Hagafen.  Then the paragraph of 
Kiddush for Pesach.  Then we look at the lit candles and say the 
brocho “borei me’orei ha’eish.”  Then the additional paragraph of 
havdallah (your haggadah may say “for Saturday night”) that 
concludes with the brocho “hamavdil ben kodesh lekodesh.”. Then 
the brocho of shehecheyanu. Then sit, and drink the cup of Kiddush 
leaning to the left.  
 
Begin your seder well-rested and enthusiastic and enjoy it! Ask good 
questions, give good answers, ask more good questions. It doesn’t 
matter how many people are at the table as much as telling and 
reliving the story and feeling that it all applies to us.  Many people 
make an effort, especially at the first seder to eat the afikoman by 
halachic midnight, which this year is 1:23am.  
 



14 
 

Tonight is a leyl shimurim, a night of special Divine protection, so 
the bedtime shma consists of just Shma Yisrael and the bracha of 
Hamapil (p. 288). 
  
YOM TOV MORNING - SUNDAY MARCH 28 
 
Begin on p. 2 through p. 53 as yesterday.  Then pp. 368-407.  
 
On p. 408/409, omit the top half of the page; continue in the grey 
box.  Skip p. 410/411; continue p. 412/413 “May You be 
blessed/Tisbarach”through the top lines of 420/421. At this point, 
turn to p. 660/661, Amidah for Festivals, choosing the passages for 
Pesach.  
 
Full Hallel-p. 632. An individual davening alone also makes the 
bracha at the beginning and at the end on p. 642/643. 
 
After Hallel, back to the Torah Reading section on p. 432, same 
instructions as Shabbat above.  On p. 434/435, we do not say 
“Hashem Hashem” unless we have a minyan. We can say the 
“Ribono Shel Olam/Master of the universe” praying without a 
minyan.  
 
The Torah reading for the first day of Pesach is Exodus 12:21-51, 
beginning on p. 354 of the Stone Chumash. The maftir is verses 16-
25 on p. 892.  The Haftara begins on p. 1221.  
 
Prayers for the government and soldiers as on Shabbat, but omit 
yekum purkan and av harachamim.  Ashrei, p. 456/457. Don’t forget 
to sing “Se’u She’arim with an enthusiastic march as we do in shul, 
Psalm 24, top of page 460/461 in the grey box. Yah Eili p. 672-3 
may be said by an individual or omitted, depending on your 
preference. 
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p. 674/675 is Musaf for the Festivals. Omit Kedusha on 676/677, as 
we do not repeat the Amidah. On. 678/679 say the paragraph for 
“On Pesach.” 680/681 “this day of the festival of matzos/Chag 
matzos hazeh.”  Then the middle paragraph on p. 680, “Uvachodesh 
harishon” Then skip to 686/687, and continue at the bottom half of 
the page. There is no ‘duchenen,’ priestly blessing, without a 
minyan. If we were in shul, the chazzan’s repetition would begin 
with the beautiful “tefillas Tal,” the prayer for Dew, on p. 702-704.  
So take a look at that. After this point, we omit “mashiv haruach 
umorid hageshem” from the second brocho any time we daven an 
amidah.  
 
After concluding on p. 692/693, we turn back to 476-483.  No Anim 
zmirot without a minyan. After that, psalm of the day: p. 162 for 
Sunday. Adon Olam p. 12 
 
Daytime kiddush is three lines:  p. 492/493, “These are the appointed 
times”/”And Moses Declared”/Borei pri hagafen.  Then wash and 
make hamotzi on two matzos, birkat hamazon with Ya’aleh veyavo 
as last night.  
 
YOM TOV MINCHA 
 
p. 502-507 Ashrei/Uva Letziyon. 
 
No Torah reading on Yom Tov afternoon 
 
p. 660-671 Amidah for Yom Tov—insert the passages for Pesach. 
Remember that we stopped saying “mashiv haruach umorid 
hageshem.”  
p. 526-529 Aleinu 
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SECOND DAY YOM TOV: SUNDAY NIGHT MARCH 28 
 
Begin maariv on p. 330. Continue to middle of page 336/337 and 
omit “veshamru/And the children of Israel shall keep; substitute the 
grey box “And Moshe declared/vayidaber moshe” instead. Right 
after that, turn to p. 660/661 for Amidah. Omit kedusha on 662. On 
664 and 666, choose the passage for Pesach.  After Amidah, turn to 
page 282/283 for Sefirat Haomer, counting the omer. There’s an 
optional mystical meditation at the bottom of 282/283, the brocho at 
the top of 284/285, and the actual counting on page 286-287. 
Conclude with Aleinu on 350 and Yigdal on p. 12. 
 
Light Yom Tov Candles; as last night, light from a pre-existing 
flame and say the 2 brochos “lehadlik ner shel Yom Tov” and 
“shehecheyanu.” Someone who says “shehecheyanu” at 
candlelighting does not repeat it at Kiddush. 
 
Make the second seder, with the exception of Kiddush:  tonight, 
there are only three parts to Kiddush: Borei Pri Hagafen, the 
paragraph of Kiddush, and Shehecheyanu. This is the normal order 
printed in the haggados. 
 
At the end of the Haggadah, there is often a reminder to count the 
omer; that’s for people who didn’t count yet tonight in maariv. 
 
SECOND DAY YOM TOV: MONDAY MARCH 29 
 
Shacharis, Torah, Musaf, and Kiddush as yesterday, except the 
Torah portion for the second day is Leviticus 22:26-23:44, 
beginning on p. 680. Same maftir reading, and the Haftorah for the 
Second day, p. 1222. Yah Eili p. 672-3 is optional as yesterday. 
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Kiddush, a yom tov meal, and birkat hamazon as yesterday.  
 
Mincha as yesterday. 
 
CHOL HAMOED - Intermediate days of Pesach 
 
Yom tov ends at 8:27pm.  Maariv at the end of first days of 
Pesach/into chol hamoed has a number of changes to remember:  
Begin maariv on page 256.  Omit barchu.  Blessings of shema and 
Shema Yisrael.  You can omit “baruch Hashem l’olam,” page 264-
266. Begin Amidah bottom of p. 266 with these changes:  top of p. 
268 Omit “mashiv haruach”. p.268: include the grey box for “after 
the sabbath or a festival.”  On p. 270, we begin saying “vetein 
bracha” in the middle bracha on the page: “bareich aleinu.”  P. 274, 
include “ya’aleh veyavo” for Pesach in the grey box.  After Amidah, 
count the Omer, p. 282-287. 
 
After ma’ariv, make havdallah with only a cup of wine and “borei 
pri hagafen,” p. 618. 
 
CHOL HAMOED: INTERMEDIATE DAYS TUESDAY - 
FRIDAY March 30-April 2 
 
Each day of chol hamoed: 
 
Shacharis, omitting mizmor letodah (p. 64) Recite abbreviated 
Hallel, with brochos before and after. There is a different Torah 
reading to study each day: see the back of your siddur p.958 or the 
Stone Chumash guide following the Table of Contents. Remember 
the changes that began last night in Maariv; those apply to each 
amidah.  Musaf p.674 is for Chol hamoed and choose the bottom 
paragraph on p. 680. 
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Whenever you eat a meal with matza, include “yaaleh veyavo” in 
Birkat hamazon.  Some are of the opinion that to fulfil the mitzvah 
of “Simcha” on chol hamoed we should drink a cup of wine each 
day. 
 
Each evening after ma’ariv, count the omer. If you forgot, you can 
count the next morning, but without making the brocho. Then you 
can continue that evening with a brocho. 
 
SEVENTH DAY OF YOM TOV / SHABBAT:  
FRIDAY APRIL 2 
 
Before lighting Shabbat candles, we light one yizkor candle that will 
burn throughout Shabbat so we’ll be able to use it to light yizkor 
candles Saturday night after shabbat as well as yom tov candles.   
Candlelighting time is 7:28pm.  The bracha is on p. 296/297: 
“lehadlik ner shel Shabbat veshel Yom Tov” we do not say 
“shehecheyanu” as the last two days of Pesach are a continuation of 
the first two. 
 
The Kabbalat Shabbat service is very abbreviated, because we’re not 
coming from a workweek; but rather from a day of Yom Tov into a 
day which combines Shabbat and Yom Tov. So begin with Psalm 
92 on p. 320/321 Mizmor Shir/A psalm, a song for the Sabbath Day. 
And psalm 93 at the bottom of the page. Omit Bameh Madlikin/ ch.2 
of mishna Shabbat. 
 
Continue p. 330 Blessings of the Shema 
 
Through p. 336/337 say Veshameru/The Children of Israel AND 
add: Vayidaber Moshe/And Moses declared...  then turn to page 
660/661 Amidah for Yom Tov. Omit Kedushah on 662/663.   On p. 
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664/665 insert all 3 bracketed mentions of Shabbat, and choose the 
phrase for Pesach. 
 
p. 666/667 choose “chag hamatzos/This day of the festival of 
Matzos.” In the bottom paragraph, include 3 sets of bracketed words 
for Shabbat. conclude on 670/671. Count the Omer, p. 282. Tonight 
is the 6th day of the omer.  Aleinu, p. 350. Yigdal, p. 12 
 
Kiddush for Shabbat and Pesach is on p. 656/657. Begin in the grey 
box with “yom Hashishi/The sixth day. Then continue on 658/659. 
There are bracketed phrases to include for Shabbat, and we choose 
the phrase for Pesach.  The concluding bracha is “mekadeish 
hashabbat veyisrael v’hazmanim.” We don’t say “shehecheyanu.”  
 
Then wash and make hamotzi over two matzos and enjoy your 
Shabbat/Yom Tov meal. 
 
Birkat hamazon begins with shir hamaalot and includes “r’tzeh” for 
Shabbat and “Yaaleh veyavo” for Pesach on p. 190/191. 
  
SHABBAT AND YOM TOV MORNING APRIL 3 
 
Begin on p. 2 through p. 53.  Then pp. 368-407. Continue on 
408/409 as usual for Shabbat morning through to top of 420/421. 
 
Turn to page 660 for the Yom Tov Amidah, omitting kedusha on 
662/662, and on 664/665 including the 3 bracketed sets of words for 
Shabbat, and saying the phrase for Pesach. p.666/667, phrase for 
Pesach, and 3 bracketed phrases at the bottom for Shabbat. Conclude 
on 670/671. 
 
Abbreviated Hallel - p. 632. An individual also makes the bracha at 
the beginning and at the end on p. 642/643. 
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This year there is no Shabbat Chol Hamoed, so we read Shir 
Hashirim, The Song of Songs, right after Hallel before Torah 
reading on Shabbat morning, the Seventh day of Pesach. It’s found 
in any Tanach, and in the Stone Chumash on p. 1263. In the interest 
of limiting our time in shul, the minyan will skip this and say it 
privately later. 
 
Torah Reading section on p. 432, same instructions as Shabbat 
above.  Omit p.434/435. The seventh day of Pesach is the splitting 
of the sea and the Song, beginning on p. 366, so get excited and feel 
like G-d is saving us and taking us through the Yam Suf safe and 
dry, and we’re very grateful.  Maftir is verses19-25 Stone Chumash 
p. 892. Haftorah p. 1225. 
 
p. 444, say the prayer for soldiers and the first yekum purkan only 
on 448 (leave out the other two on 449a).p. 450-prayer for the 
government certainly needs our prayers now. Say Av Harachamim 
on 454, and Ashrei on 456. We can say Mizmor Ledovid on 458, 
even though we’re not holding a Torah. 
 
p. 674/675 is Musaf for the Festivals. Omit Kedusha on 676/677, as 
we do not repeat the Amidah. On. 678/679 say the paragraph for 
“On Pesach.” P. 680/681 “this day of the festival of Matzos/Chag 
hamatzos hazeh.”  Include the grey box for Shabbat. Choose the 
bottom paragraph on 680. Then skip to 686/687, and continue at the 
bottom half of the page. After concluding on p.692/693, we 
conclude the service with pp. 476-483.  P. 484-487 is considered 
something we need a minyan for, so we omit it when we’re without 
a minyan. 
  
Psalm for the day 488-489; p 12/13 Adon Olam. 
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Kiddush is on p. 492, the passages for Shabbat AND the gray box 
for festivals AND borei pri hagafen. Then wash and make hamotzi 
over two matzos.  Birkat hamazon begins with shir hamaalot and 
includes “r’tzeh” for Shabbat and “Yaaleh veyavo” for Pesach on p. 
190/191. 
 
YOM TOV MINCHA 
 
p. 502-507 Ashrei/Uva Letziyon. 
 
p. 660-671 Amidah for Yom Tov—insert the passages for Pesach 
and Shabbat. 
 
p. 526-529 Aleinu 
 
We do not study pirkei avot on this Yom Tov afternoon. 
 
SEUDA SHLISHIT: toward the end of Shabbat, before dusk, we 
wash and eat some matza and a small meal, to honour the Shabbat 
with an extra meal and song. At KST, we usually sing the songs on 
pp. 588-591. Birkat hamazon for Shabbat as the two previous meals 
mentioned above. 
 

MAARIV AT THE CONCLUSION OF SHABBAT / EIGHTH 
DAY OF PESACH SATURDAY APRIL 3rd  
 
At the conclusion of Shabbat, 8:33pm, begin Festival maariv on p. 
330. Continue to middle of page 336/337 and omit “veshamru/And 
the children of Israel shall keep; substitute the grey box “And Moshe 
declared/vayidaber Moshe” instead. Right after that, turn to p. 
660/661 for Amidah. Omit kedusha on 662. On page 664, say the 
paragraph in the grey box for the conclusion of Shabbat. On 664 and 
666, choose the passage for Pesach.  After Amidah, Count the Omer 
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on p. 282; tonight is 7 days of the Omer. Then conclude with Aleinu 
on 350 and Yigdal on p. 12. 
 
Candlelighting:  Light from a pre-existing flame that was kindled 
before Shabbat. The bracha is on p. 296/297: “lehadlik ner shel Yom 
Tov.”  
 
Kiddush for the 8th night of Pesach is: Borei Pri Hagafen, mekadesh 
yisrael vehazmanim, borei me’orei ha’eish, hamavdil bein kodesh 
lekodesh. 
 
EIGHTH DAY / ACHARON SHEL PESACH  
SUNDAY APRIL 4TH 

 
Shacharis as on other Yom Tov days, with abbreviated hallel.  The 
Torah reading is Deuteronomy 15:19 on p. 1018. The maftir is 
verses 19-25 on p. 892. The Haftorah is p. 1226-1227, Isaiah’s 
vision of when the wolf will dwell peacefully with the lamb; in the 
messianic era.  Following haftorah study we say Yizkor, p. 810, and 
make pledges to tzedaka that we do our best to fulfill right after the 
conclusion of Yom Tov.   
 
Mincha as on previous yom tov afternoons.  
 
CONCLUSION OF PESACH 
 
Yom Tov concludes at 8:34pm Weekday maariv, p. 256. Add “ata 
chonantanu/you have graced us,” in the gray box on p. 268/269.  
Count the Omer, p. 282. Tonight is the 8th day. Then conclude with 
Aleinu, p. 280. 
 
HAVDALLAH: we say havdallah with just a cup of wine or grape 
juice, and the brocho Borei pri Hagafen on p. 618-620.  If you sold 
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your chometz through KST, you can retrieve it and begin using it at 
10:00pm. 
 
Counting the Omer continues each evening until Shavuot; check the 
daily halacha review video on the KST website for daily reminders! 
 
Shavua Tov!  May the coming week and all weeks bring us and our 
kehillah and all of Israel good physical and emotional health, peace, 
and well-being. 
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Wishing you a  
Happy and Kosher Pesach 

 

ושמח כשר פסח חג  
 


