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• Full use of the synagogue, minyan, and social hall for simchas, events and communal gatherings. 

• Pre-and post-marriage counseling for brides and grooms, with free officiation by the Rabbi 

• Facility and rabbinic and professional support for Bris Milah, baby naming, other life cycle events 

• Support and services in end-of-life time of need: hospital and home visits, shiva, burial officiation by Rabbi, burial plot privileges, 
counseling 

• Free memberships for children within the household 

• Free memberships for children and spouse in first year of marriage 

• Weekly kiddushes 

• Access to a Rabbi, the office, the board any time of the year 

• Ongoing social, cultural, education opportunities, almost always free of charge 

• Events:  Barbecue, picnics, guest speakers on current topics, 

• 4 times annually yizkor services 

• Support of a daily minyan with opportunity to say kaddish 

• Being part of a community of Jews who share your values, sympathies, and experiences, 

• A share in Building community. 

W e have learned over these past 
couple of years how important our 

relationships with other people really are 
to our well-being.  Months on end of 
isolation during pandemic lockdowns have 
reminded us that life is for the living—and 
much of that living is in our friendships 
and interactions with others, even by 
phone, even on Zoom; and especially in 
person. 
  

Yet surely you have heard people question 
the “value” of “belonging” to a synagogue 
community; as a dollars-and-sense 
proposition, sometimes it’s hard to 
appreciate the ‘return on investment’ in 
membership.  And shuls have not always 
helped the conversation:  somehow the 
evolution of the “ticket” gave the sense 
that it was a performance, a show, an 
event at which an audience of spectators 
would be witnesses rather than 

participants.  As with a theater or sporting 
event, people would wonder whether it 
was “worth it.”  Wiser heads in our shul 
advised amortizing the “cost of a seat” 
over all the days in a year—to begin to 
appreciate its value. 

Whether or not a person participates in 
the daily or shabbat minyan, just a few of 
the values of being part of a synagogue 
community may include: 

“Membership Has It’s Privileges.” 

M ost of these things are available 
24/7 as needed or desired, with no 

limit or measure.  Knowing that they are 
there and waiting for you to take 
advantage of them is in itself a value.  And 
shifting the question of “Is it worth it” to 
“how can I get the most benefit from my 
membership in the community?” is a 
worthwhile conversation to have.  And 
making sure that these are available to 
others who may need them is also a thing 
of value. 
  
On the high holidays, we do provide 
tickets so that we can allot space, which is 
at a premium, to those who support our 
shul.  Even on those days, and so much 
more on the 362 days of the year that are 
not Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, we do 
not turn people away who wish to pray 

with our minyan.  Kehillat Shaarei Torah 
has always had a very strong value of not 
turning anyone away due to financial 
difficulty; and we continue to stand by 
that. 
  
Moreover, by being a contributing 
member of our Kehillah (and no 
synagogue I know of meets its expenses 
without fundraising and donations above 
and beyond membership contributions) 
you support the world Jewish community 
by extension.  In Temple times, as we 
learned in Talmud Tractate Shekalim 
which we finished just recently; Jews 
worldwide would contribute a half-shekel 
per family to the Temple in Jerusalem so 
that all would have a share in the life of 
that central institution of Jewish 
life.  Synagogues, schools, JCC’s are 

supported by tax dollars in Israel and 
countries in Europe and South America, 
but in Canada, we’re on our own. We rely 
on our membership community. 
  
We are all wiser and more appreciative of 
the good things in life after two plus years 
of pandemic living. As the shul office has 
mailed out membership renewals 
recently, let us all find new ways to value 
and contribute to our precious 
kehillah.  Let’s share the good feelings of 
belonging and community with others, 
invite them in, and keep our shul, our 
people, and ourselves vibrant and strong 
going into a new year in just a matter of 
weeks. May it be a year of good health, 
happiness, and peace for us all.  

“I’m not really a shul-goer.” 
 

“I only come for one day of Rosh Hashana” 

Be Part of the Community…  
Now More Than Ever!  
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