
Did you know?

• Slavery was legal in Canada for 200 years, until 1833.

• A little more than 1,200 enslaved people came to Nova Scotia with their White Loyalist 
owners; they were the largest single group added to the black enslaved population in 
the Maritimes. Slavery also existed in Upper and Lower Canada

• “These slave owners imported not only Black people, but also ideas of the value of Black 
lives and the role of Black persons in a white settler society”. “It is only in recovering 
this original brutality by engaging with the making of the perceived relationship between 
Black bodies, inferiority and pathology that we may thoroughly understand the 
contemporary disenfranchisement of Black life through policing and other state 
institutions.”

• The Underground Railway was in existence from 1840 – 1860. Jodi Giesbrecht, the 
manager of research and curation at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, says Canada’s role in the underground railroad has often tended 
toward romanticism. “I don’t think people necessarily understand the depth of racism and 
discrimination that existed here and that escaped slaves continued to face,” she says. 

• During the American Civil War (1861-1865), residents of Canada West [Upper Canada] 
started a petition to close the Canadian border to all new black immigrants. They feared 
an unmanageable influx of newly freed blacks once slavery was abolished. 

• Sir John A Macdonald, decried in 1868 the “frequency of rape committed by Negroes, of 
whom we have too many in Upper Canada.”

• Ontario and Nova Scotia legislated racially segregated schools. “However, in other 
provinces including Alberta, Saskatchewan, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, it 
was acceptable practice for white residents to deny Black families access to local public 
schools” [Canadian encyclopedia]. The last segregated school closed in 1983, outside of 
Halifax. 

• After slavery was abolished “heightened exposure to police surveillance and 
incarceration maintained state control over Black people’s lives.” In 1911, Black males 
were incarcerated at a rate 18 times higher than that of white males, while in 1931 they 
were incarcerated at a rate 10 times higher than whites.

• In Canada, state abandonment [scaled back investment in social services and supports] in 
the mid- to late-twentieth century was accompanied by a renewed investment in state 
surveillance and repression in Black communities.

• Black people are more likely to be stopped and questioned by the police, more likely than 
the general population to be charged, severely sentenced and incarcerated in jails or 
prisons and are less likely to be granted parole.



• The expanded powers granted to law enforcement officers by the War on Drugs (late 
1980s and 1990s) gave police the arsenal necessary to bring into being the contemporary 
large-scale incarceration of Black communities.  In the period 1986-87 to 1992-1993, 
while Black and white communities engaged in crime at comparable rates, this period 
saw the rate of incarceration of Blacks increase by over 200 percent, compared to white 
persons, whose rates rose by just over 20 percent.

• While Canadians make up three per cent of the general population, they account for 10 
per cent of the federal prison population.  In prison, Black inmates are overrepresented in 
segregation, and they are subject to nearly 15 per cent of all use-of-force incidents. In a 
case study released in 2014 on the Black inmate experience, the office of the correctional 
investigator pointed out that “despite being rated as a population having a lower risk to 
re-offend and lower need overall, Black inmates are more likely to be placed in maximum 
security institutions.” (Torontoist, April 2016)

• Limited data suggests that state violence toward Black women in the form of racial 
profiling and police brutality does occur and it occurs disproportionately.

• Poor women, and in particular racialized poor women, have in recent decades been 
subject to significant surveillance and enforcement at the level of welfare agents, at rates 
far higher than men. (In 2001-2002 there were 38,452 welfare fraud investigations in 
Ontario. Ninety-nine percent of them did not result in convictions.)

• Welfare fraud investigations allow for a level of state surveillance that surpasses that 
which is allotted to law enforcement officials for many serious crimes, but they do not 
require warrants.

• Black and Indigenous sex workers face far higher rate of police harassment and violence 
than white sex workers do, including racist and sexist language, public strip searches and 
death threats.

• Black women accused of committing “poverty crimes,” such as petty theft, welfare fraud, 
shoplifting and the sale of sex or drugs, make up a significant percentage of the rapidly 
rising numbers of Black women behind bars.

• Racialized women continue to report that they are unlikely to call the police even when 
experiencing domestic violence, that they feel less protected by the police and that 
because of their race they will not be taken seriously (2011).

• Canada’s processing of refugees is the slowest in Africa, particularly in the East and 
Central African nations – including Somalia, Eritrea, Sudan, Rwanda and Burundi – 
which are covered by Canada’s visa office in Nairobi (2011).

• Up to one-third of those people in immigration detention are held in provincial prisons, 
mostly maximum security institutions. Canada has no maximum time a person can be 
held in immigration detention. “African-descended migrants the world over continue to 



be placed in captivity in immigration detention as punishment for fleeing the 
impoverishment, persecution, starvation and warfare that has resulted in slavery, 
colonialism and neocolonialism”.

• In the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, many Nova Scotia orphanages refused 
to accept Black children, leading to the founding of the Nova Scotia Home for Coloured 
Children. From the 1940s to the 1970s, the Home received almost three times less 
funding per child than other similar childcare homes in the province.

• Numerous studies have confirmed that the over-representation of Black youth in care is 
largely a product of both racial profiling in reporting to child welfare agencies and 
systemic discrimination. 

• Black youth report that they are pressured into vocational training or into adult education. 
Streaming students is demonstrably inequitable, as students in higher tracks are afforded 
more resources as well as a wider variety of teaching methods.

• In Toronto, between 2011-2012 and 2015-2016, almost half of the students expelled from 
the Toronto District School Board were Black and only 10 percent of those expelled were 
white students. In Halifax, during the 2015-2016 school year, Black students made up 8 
percent of the student body but 22.5 percent of total suspensions.

• Black students continue to be pushed out of schools and streamed into poverty, low-
waged work and youth correctional facilities.

Additional Resources
• Canadian Slave Ads

https://earlycanadianhistory.ca/2016/02/29/canadian-fugitive-slave-advertisements-an-untapped-
archive-of-resistance/


