
OrH Newsletter - July 12, 2016
 
Summer Shabbat in the Park
Our outdoor Shabbat in the Park will take place on Saturday, July 23rd, at Andrew
Hayden Park, at 9:45 a.m. After our Shabbat morning service we will enjoy kiddush and a
vegetarian pot-luck picnic lunch together. We will meet by the river behind the band shell
 (and in the band shell if it is raining). Bring your lawn chair and games. Invite family,
friends, and neighbour's to join in. For information contact info@orh.ca

 

Membership Renewal for 2016-17 / 5777
Our membership renewal for the 2016-17 year will begin later this week. See our upcoming
email for the link to our new renewal form and further information.
 

 

From the Rabbi - Words of the Spirit

If Moses Had Been Armed
 
In January 2013, a group of American rabbis, including the president of the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association, met with Vice President Joe Biden as members
of the national Lifeline to Healing Campaign organized by PICO - People Improving
Communities through Organizing.

Fast forward to this moment, these weeks of the summer of 2016. Images and stories of
rampant violence, from all corners of the globe, saturates our news. Clergy preach, join
coalitions, declare commitments to non-violence and peaceful means of conflict resolution.
We tell stories, write sermons, columns and listen to people who ask us for explanations,
and ways out. Our movement’s president offered words of consolation and teaching this
past Shabbat, reminding us that our traditions guides us to choose life, to pursue peace.

Is it possible that our most sacred biblical figure, the one the rabbis called Moshe Rabbenu,
Moses “our” rabbi – even Moses – couldn’t find a path to liberation for his people that did
not involve violence? After all, he slew a taskmaster who was beating a slave, and then
fled for his life, though not escaping cosmic punishment. The rabbis teach that it was for
this transgression that he did not have the privilege of entering the Promised Land.

The liberation of our people as whole was itself predicated on violence, on a massive



scale. In the biblical narrative, all of the chariots and riders who were pursuing the Israelites
who had left slavery in Mitzrayim were drowned in the Sea of Reeds. And let’s not forget
the tenth plague that precipitated the Israelite’s departure – the death of an entire
community’s first born males.

The rabbis endeavoured to redeem these stories. We remove some wine from our cup of
joy at the seder, lest in our celebration of liberation we forget the lives lost. A midrash has
God castigating the angels: "The Egyptians were drowning in the sea. At the same time,
the angels wanted to sing before God, but God, said to them: 'My creations are drowning
and you are singing before me?'" (Talmud, Megilah 10b)

The question the rabbis were wrestling with was a very prescient, relevant one. How does
a people seeking liberation, celebration, autonomy and self-determination act in a complex
and risky and uncertain environment? Given the 400 years of enslavement to which our
biblical ancestors were subjected, it’s not too much to expect that the angels would rejoice.
And wouldn’t we have wanted our suffering to have been mitigated, or ended, much
sooner? What if Moses had been armed?

We are all, in this historical moment, stewing in a mix of deeply uncomfortable ingredients:
the endemic and deadly effects of institutionalized racism on this continent; the pervasive
and debilitating poverty in the Global South, and the Urban North; the pernicious claims
and fear-mongering about immigrants, migrant and refugees in Europe as well as south of
the 45th parallel; and the global market in powerful weaponry, seemingly available to all
who seek them.

In this moment, and others like it that seem to string together like one long, inexorable
global funk, many of you ask me and other religious leaders: what can be done? Clearly,
you might observe, the 2013 American interfaith coalition effort had no mitigating effect on
the ensuing gun violence in that country.

As gut-wrenching as it is to witness the sustained levels of violence, I echo Rabbi
Waxman’s message to Reconstructionist communities: “We have learned over and over
again throughout history that the response to violence cannot be violence.” We know what
must not be done, celebrated, or supported. A commitment to engage in loving, open,
peaceful action shall be our calling, as people of faith, as Moshe’s people, as global
citizens.

-Rabbi Liz

 

Upcoming Services and Events
Or Haneshamah reduces its services and events over the summer months. The events
currently scheduled for July and August are:

Summer Outdoor Shabbat
Saturday, July 23, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM, Andrew Haydon Park

Summer Outdoor Shabbat
Saturday, Aug 20, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM, Riverain Park

Capital Pride Parade



Sunday, Aug 21, 1:00 PM.
Join Rabbi Liz and our congregation as Or Haneshamah marches in the Capital Pride
Parade. Meet for brunch with members of Temple Israel at Jericho's on Bank Street prior to
the parade. More details to follow. 

 

Or Haneshamah Financial Report for Year Ending June
30, 2016
At our recent Annual General Meeting we reviewed Or Haneshamah’s finances for the
2015-16 fiscal year projected to June 30. With the June 30 year end now passed, we have
the final version of our annual report posted in the member section of our website. Please
click here to link to the page with the report.

 

Adult Education
We have concluded our adult education programming for 2015-16. Stay tuned for
upcoming announcements regarding plans and events for 2016-17.

 
Supporting Syrian Refugees 
Or Haneshamah has joined three other congregations - Adath Shalom, Agudath Israel and
Beth Shalom - that have formed The Shalom Group to pool our resources to sponsor
refugees from Syria. The Shalom Group began meeting in December and OrH has now
joined forces to help raise the needed funds and to recruit volunteers to help with the
settlement activities.

Many of our members have expressed a desire to get involved and there will be a wide
variety of ways for us to provide support. But before we apply to sponsor a family, we need
to raise the funds.

The Shalom Group has raised just over $24,000, moving steadily toward the approximately
$30,000 needed to sponsor a family. For further details on how to donate and volunteer,
see our Supporting Syrian Refugee webpage.

If you have any questions, please contact Patti at patti.lenard@gmail.com.
 

In the Ottawa Community
In agreeing to post any notice of an event in the community, Or Haneshamah does
not endorse, support or promote any perspectives, positions or ideas expressed in
the events which are posted in our newsletter. Click here to see the full disclaimer.

"Getting to Room Temperature," a play written and directed by Arthur Milner, performed
by Robert Bockstael, Thursday, July 21, 7:00 pm, Soloway JCC, $20 at the door.
Inspired by his mother’s death and her polite quest for euthanasia, Arthur Milner’s latest
play is about a mother-son relationship but also an exploration of one of the most



controversial issues of the day. Getting to Room Temperature is hard-hitting, sentimental
and funny one-person play that will make you think, laugh and cry. More information here.

Join Rabbi Steven Garten, Scholar in Residence, and Cantor Daniel Benlolo, Tour Leader
& Social Director for a tour of Jewish Heritage in Spain and Morocco from November 2
- 15, 2016. Destinations are Madrid /Toledo /Seville /Granada /Algerciras Tangier/ Fez
/Rabat /Casablanca. Price: $ 3349 USD per person, which includes round trip airfare from
Montreal to Madrid (via Casablanca); 12 nights accommodations at superior first class
hotels. 18 Meals (12 breakfasts, 1 light Riad lunch, 5 dinners). Luxurious private motor
coach. For info and reservations, contacts are: 
Rabbi Garten – (613)791-5491 or rabbishg@rogers.com
Cantor Benlolo – (613)789-3501 ext: 226 or chazzan@bethshalom.ca
Suzanne Anderson - 1(800) 337-7773 or suzanne@smartours.com
 

We Are Listening
How do you feel things are going in our community? Do you have ideas about programs or
events that we should pursue? What aspects of Or Haneshamah do you feel are working
well, and what do you think can be improved?  In the interest of making OrH the best
community that it can be, the board and rabbi invite you to submit comments and
feedback at any time. Please send your thoughts to feedback@orh.ca or directly to any
member of the board (email addresses below).
 

Donations to OrH
Donations are a significant part of the funding for activities and rabbinic support in our
community. You can direct your contribution to different areas of Or Haneshamah’s activity:

Donations toward ongoing congregational operations:

General donations, which fund programming, rabbinic leadership, and essential
administrative costs.

Donations in honour of, or in memory of, a person or event. All such donations
are acknowledged through the Or Haneshamah card program, which sends
notices of donation and a personalized message to a designated recipient.

Targeted donations:

Dedication of ritual objects and books. We are currently seeking donations of $54
for each new copy of our Machzor (high holiday prayerbook). Donations will be
recognized by bookplates that may be in honour of, or in memory of, a person or
event.

Gita Taub Education Fund, which supports educational programming and access
for members who would otherwise be unable to afford participation in Or
Haneshamah or other valuable activities. Our present focus for disbursements
from the fund is OrH’s new Machaneh Shabbat (Shabbat Camp) for primary
school-aged children, which launched in September..



Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. Donations that the Rabbi gives to people in need or
to support charities the Rabbi deems important.

Please make any of the above donations through the website by clicking on the "Donate"
menu item.
 

Or Haneshamah Endowment Fund

Established in May 2016, the Endowment Fund is a pool of financial assets that is invested
to provide a reliable and ongoing source of income for our community's activities. Annual
payouts from the fund go into Or Haneshamah's general revenues. Donations are made
through the Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation (OJCF) online at www.ojcf.ca or by
telephone at 613-798-4696 ext 274.

Thank you for your generosity and support of OrH!
 

Potluck Protocol
Our community’s longtime practice is to welcome egg, dairy and fish on the potluck table.
Please label your meal contributions with all ingredients to help people with food allergies
or sensitivities; also advise kitchen staff whether dish is to be served hot or cold.
 

Rides to Services and Events
Will you be needing a ride to services and OrH events? Are you able to offer a ride to
services OrH events? We encourage members to be generous with their offers of rides.
Please contact info@orh.ca with your name and area of the city you are coming from.
 

A Caring Community
Members are encouraged to contact the rabbi or any board member to let us know about
your pastoral care needs, or the needs of another member, whether related to a new or an
ongoing circumstances. These may include such situations as a pending hospitalization, a
change in health, relationship, or employment status, other life transitions, or the death of a
loved one. Through knowing what is happening in each other’s lives, we give each other,
including our rabbi, the opportunity to perform acts of gemilut hasadim/loving kindness, the
hallmark of a caring community.

________________________________________
Board of Directors
President: Paula, president@orh.ca
Treasurer: Jacob, treasurer@orh.ca
Education: Heni, learning@orh.ca
Communications: David, communications@orh.ca
Secretary: David, secretary@orh.ca
Membership: Janet, membership@orh.ca
Member-at-Large: Lina, member-at-large.lina@orh.ca



Member-at-Large: Gail, member-at-large.gail@orh.ca
Past President: Mark, past-president@orh.ca

Rabbi Elizabeth Bolton: rabbi@orh.ca
Members are welcome to contact Rabbi Liz, or any member of the board, regarding
pastoral needs.

Or Haneshamah
30 Cleary Ave., Ottawa, ON, K2A 4A1
613-239-4988
www.orh.ca
info@orh.ca

 

** Disclaimer Regarding Community Event Postings **
Or Haneshamah frequently receives requests to post notices of upcoming events in the
community at-large.  These events run the range from cultural, educational, and in some
cases explorations of topical political issues.  In the interest of providing information to our
congregation about the diversity of interesting events in the Ottawa community we will post
notices of these events in our regular newsletter.

We recognize also that from time to time we are requested to post notices of events which
are highly controversial in nature and reflect a wide range of opinions among our
congregation on particular issues.  We are, however, of the opinion that it is appropriate for
us to post events taking place in the community which may challenge us, which may cause
discomfort, and which may cause us to reflect on some of our beliefs.  Our openness to
post notices for a wide range of community events, however, does not mean that we have
abdicated our responsibility to show discernment and to distinguish between those events
which demonstrate an open-minded and thoughtful approach to specific issues and those
which do not appear to reflect such values.  So, we will make judgments about what
notices we believe are appropriate to post and those which we believe will not contribute to
a thoughtful and balanced exploration of ideas and issues.

Will we make mistakes along the way?  Probably.  But the possibility of errors of judgment
does not mean that we can excuse ourselves from the responsibility to show judgment in
posting notices about events in the community and we promise to do so with openness
tempered by a sense of responsibility.

In agreeing to post any notice of an event in the community, Or Haneshamah does not
endorse, support or promote any perspectives, positions or ideas expressed in the events
which are posted in our newsletter.


