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Annual Passaic 
Daf Hashavua 

Melaveh Malkah

Daf-a-Week, or Daf Hashavua, 
is the weekly Gemara learning 
program designed for laymen. By 
going slower at the pace of a dou-
ble-sided page a week, one can 
study it in depth and even take the 
voluntary bechinos. 

Daf Hashavua was founded in 
Passaic more than a decade ago, 
and is a very popular limud in 
the local shuls. On a recent Mot-
zoei Shabbos, Daf Hashavua held 
its third-annual Passaic melaveh 
malkah. 

The melaveh malkah was not a 
fundraiser. Daf Hashavua does not 
have many expenses, and those it 
has are covered by a local bene-
factor. The purpose of the annual 
gathering is to give chizuk to the 
lomdei hadaf by bringing together 
those who are learning and accom-
plishing the same goal. 

This year’s melaveh malkah was 
held at the social hall of the Young 
Israel of Passaic Clifton which 
started learning Daf Hashavua, 
as a shul, right after Yom Kippur, 
with Maseches Beitzah. Almost 
100 men came to the event. Most 
attendees were from Passaic, 
while a few traveled from Monsey 
to join the melaveh malkah.”

Rabbi Yaakov Glasser, Mara 
d’Asra of the Young Israel, offered 
divrei brachah. He proclaimed 
that it is a great zechus to host 
this melaveh malkah, and an even 
bigger zechus to host the Daf 
Hashavua learning in shul. 

He then resolved a contradic-
tion in Rashi’s explanation of 
“Make your Torah study a fixed 
practice.” He concluded that when 
we attempt to learn at every pos-
sible moment, and then when we 

study at our set times, we get cred-
it for learning at every possible 
moment. 

The guest speaker was Rabbi 
Nosson Greenberg, Mara d’As-
ra of Khal Machzikei Torah in 
Far Rockaway. Rabbi Greenberg 
greatly impressed the audience 
with his enormous bekius and eru-
dition. He concluded with heart-
felt divrei brachah for those who 
learn Daf Hashavua.

Zichron Leyma Chanukas 
Habayis in Union, NJ

On 9 Shevat, 2017, Yeshivah 
Gedolah Zichron Leyma celebrat-
ed the chanukas habayis of its 
beautiful new facility in Union, 
New Jersey. Over 450 people came 
to pay tribute to this important 
Torah institution, including Roshei 
Yeshivah, alumni, supporters and 
friends.

Yeshivah Zichron Leyma was 
founded in 1998 by Harav Gershon 
Neumann together with his broth-
er-in-law Harav Eliezer Ginsberg, 
Rosh Kollel, Mir. They founded it in 
memory of their mutual father-in-
law, Rabbi Leyma Levine, z”l. The 
yeshivah started out in Brooklyn 
and moved to Linden, New Jersey, 
in 2000. The rented facility in Lin-
den had served its purpose and it 
was time for the yeshivah to move 
to its own building.  

In a clear example of hashgachah 
pratis, Rabbi Block from Fairfield, 
New Jersey, was coming to Zichron 
Leyma to daven and heard about 
a shul in Union that was closing 
down. He introduced Rav Neu-
mann to the shul leadership. The 
leadership liked Rav Neumann, but 
still was going to put to a vote the 
yeshivah’s proposal to purchase the 
building. (The other options were 
for non-Jewish houses of worship.) 

Rav Neumann assured them 
that he had the votes to win. How 
could he be so sure, the shul leaders 
asked him? He replied that all the 
deceased members whose plaques 
lined the walls would vote that the 
shul should continue as a yeshi-
vah, and not something contrary to 
their wishes, and the Rosh Yeshi-
vah’s arguments won the day.                      

Then came the zoning board. 
While the facility was zoned as 
a house of worship, the yeshivah 
needed approval for a dormitory, so 
that everything should be ehrlich 
and aboveboard. 

Linden Fire Chief John Miliano 
came to the Union zoning board 
meeting and convinced them that 
Zichron Leyma was a fantastic 
tenant in Linden and would be ideal 
for Union. His heartfelt testimony 
convinced the zoning board, who 
unanimously approved the yeshi-
vah’s plans, and a little over a year 
ago, the yeshivah started learning 
in the new building. 

Last year, Rav Neumann bought 
the house next door and moved 
from Boro Park to Union with his 

Harav Gershon Neumann, Rosh Yeshivah 
Zichron Leyma, speaking at the yeshivah’s 
chanukas habayis.

Harav Laizer Ginsberg, Rosh Yeshivah 
Zichron Leyma, and Rosh Kollel, Mir, 
speaking at the yeshivah’s chanukas 
habayis.

Dancing after the chanukas habayis at Yeshivah Zichron Leyma.
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Rabbi Nosson Greenberg, guest speaker at 
the Daf Hashavua melaveh malkah. 
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Rabbi Yaakov Glasser, Mara d’Asra of 
Young Israel of Passaic Clifton, addressing 
the melaveh malkah. 
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A partial view of the crowd at the Daf Hashavua annual Passaic melaveh malkah.


