
 

Review these pesukim about Ephraim and Menasheh… 
 

 כ-יד, יז-יגה, -א :בראשית פרק מח
(א) ַוְיִהי ַאֲחֵרי ַהְּדָבִרים ָהֵאֶּלה ַוּיֹאֶמר ְליֹוֵסף  

ַוִּיַּקח ֶאת ְׁשֵני   ָבָניו ִעּמֹו ֶאת   ִהֵּנה ָאִבי� ֹחֶלה 
ַוּיֹאֶמר  ְלַיֲעֹקב  ַוַּיֵּגד  (ב)  ֶאְפָרִים:  ְוֶאת  ְמַנֶּׁשה 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל   ַוִּיְתַחֵּזק  ֵאֶלי�  ָּבא  יֹוֵסף  ִּבְנ�  ִהֵּנה 
יֹוֵסף   ֶאל  ַיֲעֹקב  ַוּיֹאֶמר  (ג)  ַהִּמָּטה:  ַעל  ַוֵּיֶׁשב 

ַוְיבָ  ְּכָנַען  ְּבֶאֶרץ  ְּבלּוז  ֵאַלי  ִנְרָאה  ַׁשַּדי  ֶר� ֵאל 
ְוִהְרִּביִת�   ַמְפְר�  ִהְנִני  ֵאַלי  ַוּיֹאֶמר  (ד)  ֹאִתי: 
ּוְנַתִּתי� ִלְקַהל ַעִּמים ְוָנַתִּתי ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ַהּזֹאת  
ְׁשֵני   ְוַעָּתה  (ה)  עֹוָלם:  ֲאֻחַּזת  ַאֲחֶרי�  ְלַזְרֲע� 
ֹּבִאי   ַעד  ִמְצַרִים  ְּבֶאֶרץ  ְל�  ַהּנֹוָלִדים  ָבֶני� 

ה ִלי ֵהם ֶאְפַרִים ּוְמַנֶּׁשה ִּכְראּוֵבן ֵאֶלי� ִמְצַרְימָ 
 ְוִׁשְמעֹון ִיְהיּו ִלי:  

ֶאְפַרִים   ֶאת  ְׁשֵניֶהם  ֶאת  יֹוֵסף  ַוִּיַּקח  (יג) 
ִּביִמינֹו ִמְּׂשמֹאל ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְוֶאת ְמַנֶּׁשה ִבְׂשמֹאלֹו  
ִמיִמין ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַוַּיֵּגׁש ֵאָליו: (יד) ַוִּיְׁשַלח ִיְׂשָרֵאל 

ְיִמינֹו ַוָּיֶׁשת ַעל רֹאׁש ֶאְפַרִים ְוהּוא ַהָּצִעיר  ֶאת  
ְוֶאת ְׂשמֹאלֹו ַעל רֹאׁש ְמַנֶּׁשה ִׂשֵּכל ֶאת ָיָדיו ִּכי  

 ְמַנֶּׁשה ַהְּבכֹור:  

ְיִמינֹו   ַיד  ָאִביו  ָיִׁשית  ִּכי  יֹוֵסף  ַוַּיְרא  ַעל (יז) 
ָאִביו  ַיד  ַוִּיְתֹמ�  ְּבֵעיָניו  ַוֵּיַרע  ֶאְפַרִים  רֹאׁש 
רֹאׁש   ַעל  ֶאְפַרִים  רֹאׁש  ֵמַעל  ֹאָתּה  ְלָהִסיר 
ְמַנֶּׁשה: (יח) ַוּיֹאֶמר יֹוֵסף ֶאל ָאִביו לֹא ֵכן ָאִבי  
(יט)  רֹאׁשֹו:  ַעל  ְיִמיְנ�  ִׂשים  ַהְּבֹכר  ֶזה  ִּכי 

י ְבִני ָיַדְעִּתי ַּגם הּוא ַוְיָמֵאן ָאִביו ַוּיֹאֶמר ָיַדְעִּת 
ִיְהֶיה ְּלָעם ְוַגם הּוא ִיְגָּדל ְואּוָלם ָאִחיו ַהָּקֹטן 
(כ)   ַהּגֹוִים:  ְמלֹא  ִיְהֶיה  ְוַזְרעֹו  ִמֶּמּנּו  ִיְגַּדל 
ַוְיָבֲרֵכם ַּבּיֹום ַההּוא ֵלאמֹור ְּב� ְיָבֵר� ִיְׂשָרֵאל  

ֶּׁשה ַוָּיֶׂשם  ֵלאֹמר ְיִׂשְמ� ֱא�ִהים ְּכֶאְפַרִים ְוִכְמנַ 
 ֶאת ֶאְפַרִים ִלְפֵני ְמַנֶּׁשה: 

 
1 Some time afterward, Joseph was told, “Your father is ill.” So he took 
with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 When Jacob was told, 
“Your son Joseph has come to see you,” Israel summoned his strength 
and sat up in bed. 3 And Jacob said to Joseph, “El Shaddai appeared to 
me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and He blessed me, 4 and said to me, ‘I 
will make you fertile and numerous, making of you a community of 
peoples; and I will assign this land to your offspring to come for an 
everlasting possession.’ 5 Now, your two sons, who were born to you in 
the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, shall be mine; Ephraim 
and Manasseh shall be mine no less than Reuben and Simeon.  
 
13 Joseph took the two of them, Ephraim with his right hand—to Israel’s 
left—and Manasseh with his left hand—to Israel’s right—and brought 
them close to him. 14 But Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on 
Ephraim’s head, though he was the younger, and his left hand on 
Manasseh’s head—thus crossing his hands—although Manasseh was the 
first-born.  
 
17 When Joseph saw that his father was placing his right hand on 
Ephraim’s head, he thought it wrong; so he took hold of his father’s hand 
to move it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s. 18 “Not so, Father,” 
Joseph said to his father, “for the other is the first-born; place your right 
hand on his head.” 19 But his father objected, saying, “I know, my son, I 
know. He too shall become a people, and he too shall be great. Yet his 
younger brother shall be greater than he, and his offspring shall be 
plentiful enough for nations.” 20 So he blessed them that day, saying, “By 
you shall Israel invoke blessings, saying: God make you like Ephraim and 
Manasseh.” Thus he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 



Discuss the following questions based on what you read… 
1) What does Yaakov mean when he says that Ephraim and Menasheh are like 

Reuven and Shimon to him? 
2) How did Yosef position Ephraim and Menasheh before Yaakov? What does 

Yaakov do with his hands? 
3) How did Yosef react to what Yaakov did with his hands? Why did Yosef feel 

this way? 
4) Was Yaakov choosing favorites between Ephraim and Menasheh? 
5) Yaakov says that in the future parents will bless their sons using the names of 

Ephraim and Menasheh. Why them? Why not Avraham, Yitzchak, and 
Yaakov? 

6) [Middle School Question] See the Kli Yakar below. Where else in Sefer 
Bereisheet do we see a younger brother chosen over an older brother? What 
lesson does this teach us? 

 
 

 יקר כלי 

כי הקב"ה בוחר ביותר בקטנים,  
אז   קטנות  צד  בו  שיש  אדם  וכל 

וקרה זה  ...ביותר הקב"ה מגביהו 
ישמעאל   כי  אברהם,  זרע  לכל 
ישמעאל   נפסל  לאברהם  בכור 
ליצחק   בכור  עשו  יצחק,  ונבחר 
ראובן   יעקב,  ונבחר  עשו  נפסל 
ונבחר   ראובן  נפסל  ליעקב  בכור 
נבחר   ליוסף  בכור  מנשה  יוסף, 

 . אפרים ביותר

 

Because Hashem chooses more often the smaller one. And 
any person that feels a sense of smallness (humility) 
Hashem is more likely to elevate their status…and this 
happened to all of the descendants of Avraham, since 
Yishmael was the first-born to Avraham but he was 
disqualified and Yitzchak was chosen. Eisav was the first-
born to Yitzchak and Eisav was disqualified and Yaakov was 
chosen. Reuven was the first-born to Yaakov and Reuven 
was disqualified and Yosef was chosen. Menasheh was the 
first-born to Yosef, but Ephraim was especially chosen. 

 


