
 

Read about the clothing the Kohanim were supposed to wear when they served 
in the Mishkan…  

 

1 [Separate] your brother Aaron and his sons from among the Israelites, 
[and] bring them close to you so that Aaron, and his sons, Nadav, 
Avihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, can become priests to Me. 2 Make sacred 
vestments that are both dignified and beautiful for your brother Aaron. 
3 Speak to everyone who is naturally talented, to whom I have granted 
a spirit of wisdom, and let them make Aaron's vestments. These 
[vestments] will then be used to consecrate him and make him a priest 
to Me. 4 These are the vestments that they shall make: a breastplate, 
an ephod, a robe, a knitted tunic, a turban, and a sash. Make them as 
sacred vestments for Aaron and his sons so that they will be able to be 
priests to Me. 5 [The skilled workers] shall take the gold, the sky-blue, 
dark red and crimsons wool, and the linen.  

  ה -שמות פרק כח, א
(א) ְוַאָּתה ַהְקֵרב ֵאֶלי� ֶאת ַאֲהֹרן ָאִחי� ְוֶאת  
ָּבָניו ִאּתֹו ִמּתֹו� ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְלַכֲהנֹו ִלי ַאֲהֹרן  
ַאֲהֹרן:   ְּבֵני  ְוִאיָתָמר  ֶאְלָעָזר  ַוֲאִביהּוא  ָנָדב 

ִבְגֵדי   ְוָעִׂשיָת  ְלַאֲהֹרן ָאִחי� ְלָכבֹוד  (ב)  ֹקֶדׁש 
ּוְלִתְפָאֶרת: (ג) ְוַאָּתה ְּתַדֵּבר ֶאל ָּכל ַחְכֵמי ֵלב  
ִּבְגֵדי   ֶאת  ְוָעׂשּו  ָחְכָמה  רּוַח  ִמֵּלאִתיו  ֲאֶׁשר 
ַאֲהֹרן ְלַקְּדׁשֹו ְלַכֲהנֹו ִלי: (ד) ְוֵאֶּלה ַהְּבָגִדים  

ת ַּתְׁשֵּבץ  ֲאֶׁשר ַיֲעׂשּו ֹחֶׁשן ְוֵאפֹוד ּוְמִעיל ּוְכֹתנֶ 
ְלַאֲהֹרן   ֹקֶדׁש  ִבְגֵדי  ְוָעׂשּו  ְוַאְבֵנט  ִמְצֶנֶפת 
ָאִחי� ּוְלָבָניו ְלַכֲהנֹו ִלי: (ה) ְוֵהם ִיְקחּו ֶאת  
ְוֶאת   ָהַאְרָּגָמן  ְוֶאת  ַהְּתֵכֶלת  ְוֶאת  ַהָּזָהב 

 : ּתֹוַלַעת ַהָּׁשִני ְוֶאת ַהֵּׁשׁש
 

40 For Aaron's sons, make tunics and sashes. Also make them hats that 
are both dignified and beautiful. 41 Place these [vestments] on Aaron 
and his sons. Then anoint them, and install them, sanctifying them to 
be priests to Me. 42 Also make linen pants to cover themselves, 
reaching from their waists to their thighs. 43 [All these vestments] must 
be worn by Aaron and his sons whenever they enter the Communion 
Tent or offer sacrifice on the altar, performing the divine service in the 

  מג-שמות פרק כח, מ
ָלֶהם   ְוָעִׂשיָת  ֻכֳּתֹנת  ַּתֲעֶׂשה  ַאֲהֹרן  ְוִלְבֵני  (מ) 
ְלָכבֹוד   ָלֶהם  ַּתֲעֶׂשה  ּוִמְגָּבעֹות  ַאְבֵנִטים 
ּוְלִתְפָאֶרת: (מא) ְוִהְלַּבְׁשָּת ֹאָתם ֶאת ַאֲהֹרן  
ָאִחי� ְוֶאת ָּבָניו ִאּתֹו ּוָמַׁשְחָּת ֹאָתם ּוִמֵּלאָת  

נּו ִלי: (מב) ַוֲעֵׂשה  ֶאת ָיָדם ְוִקַּדְׁשָּת ֹאָתם ְוִכהֲ 
ָלֶהם ִמְכְנֵסי ָבד ְלַכּסֹות ְּבַׂשר ֶעְרָוה ִמָּמְתַנִים  
ְוַעל   ַאֲהֹרן  ַעל  ְוָהיּו  (מג)  ִיְהיּו:  ְיֵרַכִים  ְוַעד 



sanctuary; otherwise they will have committed a sin and they will die. 
This shall be a law for [Aaron] and his descendants after him for all 
time.  

ֶאל   ְבִגְׁשָּתם  ֹאֶהל מֹוֵעד אֹו  ֶאל  ְּבֹבָאם  ָּבָניו 
ָוֵמתּו   ָעֹון  ִיְׂשאּו  ְולֹא  ַּבֹּקֶדׁש  ְלָׁשֵרת  ַהִּמְזֵּבַח 

 ַּקת עֹוָלם לֹו ּוְלַזְרעֹו ַאֲחָריו: חֻ 

 
…and discuss the following questions based on the text you read. 

1) Find as many pieces of clothing as you can that the Kohen Gadol was 
supposed to wear. Is this all of them? 

2) How many pieces of clothing did the other Kohanim (Aharon’s sons) wear? 

3) When were they supposed to wear this clothing? All the time? Some of the 
time? If not all the time, then when exactly? 

4) Does the Torah say why they must wear these pieces of clothing? If so, 
what’s the reason? 

5) Who made the clothing for the Kohanim? How were these people described 
in the pasuk? 

6) [Middle School Question] Why must the clothing of the Kohanim be 
“dignified and beautiful”? See Ramban. Do you think this was for Hashem’s 
sake for the Kohanim? 

 
 

 רמב"ן 
נכבד לכבוד   שיהיה  ולתפארת. 

נכבדים   במלבושים  ומפואר 
הכתוב   שאמר  כמו  ומפוארים, 
כחתן יכהן פאר (ישעיה סא י), כי  
הן,   מלכות  לבושי  הבגדים  אלה 
בזמן   המלכים  ילבשו  כדמותן 

 .התורה

For dignity and beauty. That he should be dignified and 
beautified with fancy clothing, as it says in the verse 
(Isaiah 61 10) “Like a bridegroom adorned with beauty”. 
Because these garments are the clothing of a royalty, 
and in their style did Kings dress during the time of the 
Torah. 

 


