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Prepared by Rabbi Poupko

Read over the following pesukim about the Eved Ivri, the Jewish servant...

1These are the laws that you must set before [Bnei Yisrael]:
2 |f you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve for six years, but

in the seventh year, he is to be set free without liability. 3
If he was unmarried when he entered service, he shall
leave by himself. But if he was a married man, his wife shall
leave with him. # If his master gives him a wife, and she
bears sons or daughters, the woman and her children shall
remain her master's property. [The slave] shall leave by
himself. ° If the slave declares, 'l am fond of my master, my

wife and my children; | do not want to go free,' ® his master
must bring him to the courts. Standing [the slave] next to
the door or doorpost, his master shall pierce his ear with
an awl. [The slave] shall then serve [his master] forever.
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...and discuss the following questions based on what you read...

1) When were these mitzvot given? What famous event just took place?

2) How long may a Jewish servant be kept? When must he go free? Do these
numbers remind you of anything else in the Torah?



3) To whom does the Jewish servants family belong? What does it depend on?
4) Is a Jewish servant allowed to stay in his job forever? Why or why not?

5) What is done to a Jewish servant who doesn’t want to go free? Is this a
punishment?

6) [Middle School Question] See the Gemara below. Why must a Jewish servant be
treated this way? What connection can you make between the fact that we were
slaves in Egypt and the lessons in this Gemara? Is the fact that we were slaves the
reasoning behind these lessons?
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be with you, i.e., treated as your
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yours, and with you in drink.

The baraita continues: This means that there shall not be a situation in which you
eat fine bread and he eats inferior bread [kibbar], bread from coarse flour mixed
with bran, which is low quality. There shall not be a situation in which you drink
aged wine and he drinks inferior new wine. There shall not be a situation in
which you sleep comfortably on bedding made from soft sheets and he sleeps on
straw. From here the Sages stated: Anyone who acquires a Hebrew slave is
considered like one who acquires a master for himself, because he must be careful
that the slave’s living conditions are equal to his own.



