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My Father on Passover Eve

ָאבִ י בְּ עֶ ֶרב פֶ סַ ח

Yehuda Amichai (1924 – 2000) Israeli poet, considered by
many, both in Israel and internationally, as Israel's
greatest modern poet

יהודה עמיחי

Last evening I gave you the parable
Of my father, who on the eve of Passover eve
Would slice bread carefully
Into precise cubes and put them
On the window sill so he would be able
To find them with his heavy eye’s
In the light of a candle dancing a mitzvah dance.
So his blessing on the burning of leavened bread
Would not be in vain.

בָּ עֶ ֶרב הָּ ַאחֲ רוֹן ִה ְּמ ַשלְּ ִתי לְּ ָך
 אֲ ֶשר בְּ עֶ ֶרב עֶ ֶרב פֶ ַסח,אֶ ת ְּמ ַשל ָאבִ י
הָּ יָּה חו ֵֹתְך לֶחֶ ם בְּ הַ ְּקפָּ ָּדה
לְּ קֻ בּיוֹת ְּמדֻ ּיָּקוֹת וְּ ָּשם
או ָֹּתן עַ ל אֶ דֶ ן הַ ַחּלוֹן כְּ דֵ י ֶשּיּוכַל
לִ ְּמצֹא או ָֹּתן בְּ עֵ ינָּיו הַ כְּ בֵ דוֹת
.לְּ אוֹר הַ נֵר הָּ רו ֵֹקד ִריּקּודֵ י ִמ ְּצוָּ ה
וְּ ֹלא ְּת ִהי בִ ְּרכַת בִ עּור ָּחמֵ ץ ֶשּל ֹו
.לְּ בַ ָּטלָּה

To live like this:
Stage directors of ourselves,
Cheating directors
With perfect faith, almost,
And we shall not be
In vain.

:כָּך לִ ְּחיוֹת
,בַ ָּמ ִאים ֶשל עַ ְּצמֵ נּו
בַ ָּמ ִאים ַר ָּמ ִאים
, כִ ְּמעַ ט,בֶ אֱ מּונָּה ְּשל ֵָּמה
וְּ ֹלא נִ ְּהיֶה
.לְּ בַ ָּטלָּה

Sod Yesharim
Rabbi Gershon Chanoch Henech Leiner (1839 - 1890), 3rd
Rebbe of Izhbitz-Radzyn dynasty

As for the one who does not know how to
ask, you must initiate him. This can be
explained as (his father) Rabbi Yaakov Leiner
zt”l said, that one he learns words of Torah in
finds nothing difficult to understand – this is a
good sign that they haven’t really engaged the
words of the Torah. Since the thought-process
of the Torah is truly the opposite than the
thought-process found in this world,
therefore how can things (in the Torah) seem
so straight forward and not generate any
question. Rather, it is surely because they
have not engaged them.
However, one who has difficulties with the
words of the Torah and then toils to answer
them - this is real Torah study. And so anyone
who doesn’t know how to ask and doesn’t
find anything difficult, this is surely someone
who has engaged the words of Torah.

The Four Parents
from Playground, a humorous commentary by Lemony Snicket in the New American Haggadah
Some scholars believe there are four kinds of parents as well. The Wise Parent is an utter bore.
“Listen closely, because you are younger than I am,” says the Wise Parent, “and I will go on and
on about Jewish history, based on some foggy memories of my own religious upbringing, as well
as an article in a Jewish journal I have recently skimmed.” The Wise Parent must be faced with
a small smile of dim interest. The Wicked Parent tries to cram the story of our liberation into a
set of narrow opinions about the world. “The Lord led us out of Egypt,” the Wicked Parent says,
“which is why I support a bloodthirsty foreign policy and am tired of certain types of people
causing problems.” The Wicked Parent should be told in a firm voice, “With a strong hand God
rescued the Jews from bondage, but it was my own clumsy hand that spilled hot soup in your
lap.” The Simple Parent does not grasp the concept of freedom. “There will be no macaroons
until you eat all of your brisket,” says the Simple Parent, at a dinner honoring the liberation of
oppressed peoples. “Also, stop slouching at the table.” In answer to such statements, the Wise
Child will roll his eyes in the direction of the ceiling and declare, “Let my people go!” The Parent
Who Is Unable to Inquire has had too much wine, and should be excused from the table.

 אֱ מָּ ר ל ֹו כְּ ִהלְּ כוֹת הַ פֶ סַ ח/ Shall Instruct Him in the Laws of the Pesach offering
Rabbi Eliezer Berkovits (1908 – 1992), major 20th century Jewish thinker and Talmudic scholar
From his book Major Themes in Modern Philosophies of Judaism, page 138, found in a new Haggadah based on Rabbi
Berkovits’ thought published by Reuven Mohl this year

Ever since the Christian apostle, Paul, subjected the concept of the law to his devastating
criticism and opposed to it the idea of faith, faith and law have become related to each other
antithetically. It is assumed that he who lives by his faith is in no need of the law, and he who
lives by the law is lacking in inwardness of faith. The Western Jew, who is on all sides surrounded
by the traditions of Western civilization, is continually exposed to the impact of this antithesis
and often accepts its validity almost subconsciously. From the Jewish point of view, however,
this manner of confrontation between faith and law is the result of a misunderstanding of the
function of the law and, with it, of the very purpose of Judaism. The law is not an end in itself;
it is a means to an end. The law shows a way and teaches a deed, “the way that they should go
and the deed that they should do.” According to the Talmud, the teaching of the law is of
decisive importance because it leads to the deed. The Torah is the guide to the Jewish way, it
prepares man for the Jewish deed. The emphasis on the law is due to the emphasis on the
Ma'aseh. It is for this reason that the law in Judaism is known by the term Halakha, which,
because of its derivation from the root haloch, to walk, is best rendered as the discipline for
going along one's way as a Jew. The confrontation is not between faith and law but between
faith and deed. The question is not what importance one attaches to the law in relationship to
faith, but what significance one ascribes to the deed as compared to faith.

Holocaust Prayer before
eating Chametz on Pesach
by a Rabbi Aaron Issachar Davids in
Bergen Belsen 1943
The night of Passover, a group of Jews
thought they should not to eat bread that
night. The Rabbi explained to them, that
their requirement was to do what they can
to remain alive. In order to convince them,
the Rabbi took a piece of bread made the
blessing over bread and ate it in front of
them. Before he put the bread in his mouth,
he said this prayer that he had written
together with other Rabbis from Holland.

Translation
Before eating leavened bread, say [this] with a heartfelt intent:
Our Father in heaven, behold it is revealed and known before you that our will [is] to do your will and celebrate
the holiday of Passover with the eating of unleavened bread (Matzah) and with guarding from leavened bread

(Chametz). However on this [matter] our hearts are anguished: that the subjugation prevents us and we are
found in a life-threatening [situation]. Behold [here] we are prepared and ready to fulfill Your commandment
“and live in them (*)” (Lev. 18:5) and to guard Your warning "guard yourself and guard your soul well (Deut.
4:9)". Therefore, our prayer to You, [is] that You give us life, and maintain us, and redeem us speedily [in order]
to keep Your statutes and to do Your Will and to serve You with complete hearts. Amen.
(*)and not that he die in them
The asterisk refers to the halachik principle based on the pasuk in Vayikra 18, “And live in them” meaning that
one should not die in them. That, aside from extreme cases requiring martyrdom, one must not fulfill a mitzvah
at the expense of their life.

Erev Pesach Letter of Yoni Netanyahu
written to his girlfriend Bruria
IDF officer who commanded the elite commando unit Sayeret Matkal during Operation Entebbe, an operation
to rescue hostages held at Entebbe Airport in Uganda in 1976. The mission was successful, with 102 of the 106
hostages rescued, but Netanyahu was killed in action—the only IDF fatality during the operation. Late brother
of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

