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The next round of Sinai Circles is ready  

to launch!   

We have 15 brand new Circles and 9 existing Circles that will be ready to be filled by enthusiastic congregants. This new round of Circles offers a 

rich variety of themes for the congregation to chose from, including a Circle for families and two kid-led Circles for children. A congregant who 

leads a busy life recently challenged me to give her three good reasons to join a Circle. If I made a persuasive argument, she would join. I 

appreciated such a challenge as it sharpens my belief in this program. 

First, I explained to her, that the Amidah Leadership Initiative team spent months reviewing the Circles program and came away with valuable data. 

The most important detail being that 84 percent of the respondents in their comprehensive survey have had an excellent Circle experience. We 

now have a proven track record that Circles work at creating a positive experience for the Circle members.  

Second, the pandemic has deprived us of our normal way of socializing. As with everything, socializing requires practice. What better way to reignite 

social connections than with a group of people who share a similar interest? This is an easy way to navigate our way through the pandemic while 

interacting in a meaningful way. 

Third, the upside is far greater than the downside. The upside, at worst, is you will have a great time with a new group of people enjoying a 

common bond. There is value in simply having fun. However, for some Circle members, the upside is even greater. We have received feedback that 

Circles have transformed their lives, relationships, friendships, thinking, activities they participate in, books they read, and their comfort level with 

the Temple as a whole. The impact is undeniable. There is no real downside to joining a Circle, other than that it may not be quite what you 

expected. The upside prevails handily in this sub-argument.  

Take a moment to explore the Circles. Ask yourself if you’d like to hike, watch movies, dance, eat pizza, listen to folk music, fight climate change, 

confront your own ideation of racism, build a school in Africa, enjoy a Shabbat dinner once a month, learn Hebrew, or one of so many more. You 

have an opportunity to participate in a Circle and potentially enrich your life. There is limited space in each Circle so join the one(s) that speak to 

you. Please look at the bulletin insert to see the full list of Circles. You can also check the website for fuller descriptions of each Circle. 

If you have any questions or ideas, please feel free to reach out to me. I’d love to hear from you.   

Peace, 

Larry Stoogenke 


