
The power of music cannot be overstated. In my estimation, music is simply magical. Music transports us to 

faraway places. It tells us stories. It breaks our heart and then mends them again. Music inspires dancing for 

joy and induces tears of sorrow.  

A melody can plead for forgiveness, a lyric can seethe with fury. Music expresses our human yearnings and 

desires, our hopes and dreams, our fears and failures. In a word, music is prayer.  

Surely our liturgical melodies are potent and powerful. The sounds of Avinu Malkeinu and Kol Nidre during our 

High Holy Day services stir us and awaken us to the power of the season. And yes, our new melodies, penned 

by contemporary Jewish songwriters, evoke our present-day aspirations. True, the sheer brilliance and 

intricacy of classical music and opera amaze us with their masterful execution and the genius required to 

compose for orchestras, symphonies, and choirs. And then there’s Broadway, near and dear to my heart, 

blending song, dance, story and set that combine to create a full-body, exhilarating experience. And yes, 

though they’re often playing in the background when we’re stuck in traffic, eating dinner in a restaurant, or 

doing household chores, popular songs are equally impactful. We love to sing them in the shower, or on the 

dance floor surrounded by friends. Sometimes, we sit with a box of tissues and drown our sorrows in a 

melancholy tune. And, every once in a while, we belt our favorite song at the top of our lungs, windows down, 

while cruising in the car.  

Inspired by my favorite pop songs, this year’s annual Cantor’s Concert is called “The Sacred Secular.” The show 

will feature music by the Beatles, Billy Joel, Elton John, Paul Simon, Tori Amos, Ben Folds Five and more. I am, 

by no means, a pop singer. This music will challenge me and push me way outside my comfort zone, but that’s 

where growth happens. That’s where true expression resides. I hope to transform these songs, elevate them 

as prayer, and share them with all of you. So please join me on Sunday, December 12, to sing some of our 

favorite songs and through them, pray together as well. 

B’Shira, in song, 
Cantor Micah 


