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Shalom L’Kulam  
(Peace, Everyone), 
Our Jewish traditions are so strong and 
successful because they are flexible. We’ve 
demonstrated this time and again through 
history and it’s no different today. We hold 
on to the best of our past, and we honor 
our roots as we respond to our present and 
prepare for our future. Part of what Cantor 
Micah and I work to achieve is an engaging 
experience of Judaism that is both rooted in 

our history, and relevant and engaging. Of course, in today’s fast-paced 
world, that often means that good ideas have a short shelf-life.

We typically develop a programmatic idea for the congregation, and 
your excitement around the experience is so high that we repeat it the 
next year. But we rarely run a program or attempt an experience for a 
third year in a row. We know that it will fall short of our own standards 
of excellence – we’ll be bored and so will you. It is why you so often see 
us changing up the program offerings year after year. This coming year 
will be no different.

We’ve spent the last few years doing some summer services at the 
Bartlett Arboretum but this year, we moved to our own property and 
have seen terrific turn out as we celebrate our warm summer shabbatot 
under the stars. Three years of the Wine, Cheese and Chocolate seder 
have been fun, but this year we’re doing away with it and will be spending 
Tu B’Shvat building terraria, creating beauty just as God’s world is 
created beauty. (Don’t worry, we’ll still have wine and chocolate.) And 
there will be a few changes for the High Holy Days this year, too.

Rabbi’s Responsahigh holy days schedule

Continued on page 7

shabbat schedule
Friday, September 1 

6:00pm: Shabbat Service

Friday, September 8
5:00pm: Tot Shabbat
7:30pm: Shabbat Service

Friday, September 15
7:30pm: Shabbat Service

Friday, September 22
8:30am-10:00am: 2nd Day  
Rosh Hashanah Service
6:00pm: Shabbat Service

Friday, September 29
7:30pm: Kol Nidre and 
Shabbat Service
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october bULLetIN DeADLINe
Friday, September 8

MEMBER SInCE 1954

Are you receiving the weekly  
Temple Sinai emails?

If not … please call the temple office 
at (203) 322-1649 with your current 
email address or email assistant@

templesinaistamford.org

 Happy Anniversary 25+
nancy & Richard Freedman

Sharon & Marc Okun

Gloria & Randy Skigen

Eve & Charles Taben

Katy Meyers & Marc Bennett

Barbara Levine & Fred Gold

Sharon & Bruce Goldstein

Cathy & David Greenberg

Sally & William Hines

Eleanor & Mort Lowenthal

Betty & Dan Roberts

 Mazel tov
Arlene & Carl Rosen on the birth of their 

grandson, Tobias Oz Saunders

Betsy & Mike Stone on the marriage of their 
son Daniel to Emma Roth

Deb & Stephen Denardo on the birth of their 
grandson, Liev Jax Denardo and the birth of 

their granddaughter, Kaitlyn Bree Galin

Jayne Schiff, on her election to The American 
College Alumni Hall of Fame

 oneg Sponsors
September 1: Pre-neg – need a Sponsor

September 8: Elizabeth & Clifford Schwartz in 
honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son,  

Brent Schwartz
September 15: Kara Schiff in honor of the Bar 

Mitzvah of her son, James Schiff Denota
September 22: no Oneg

September 29: Erev Yom Kippur – no Oneg

Save the DateS

Women’s Retreat 
March 23-25, 2018

Men’s Retreat
April 20-22, 2018 

There is space available. Please contact the temple office.

toRah poRtions
Saturday, September 2: Ki Tetze

Saturday, September 9: Ki Tavo

Saturday, September 16:  nitzavim-
Vayelech

Saturday, September 23: Ha’azinu

*Please volunteer  
to sPonsor a Pre-neg or oneg

Recognize an anniversary, yahrzeit, or 
important milestone – or just give back to our 
community at a date that is convenient for you. 
Your sponsorship (and the person or event you 
wish to honor) will be recognized in both the 
temple bulletin and in the announcements on 
Friday night.

We would welcome a sponsor for September 1; 
November 17; December 8. Please contact Jayne 
Vasco in the temple office at (203) 322-1649 for 
more information.

Can’t get to temple sinai 
because of transportation 
issues? or are you willing  

to drive a fellow congregant 
to temple sinai?

Some of our members wish they could 
join us more at Temple Sinai, but for 
various reasons, cannot get here. We 
want to do our best to ensure that no 
one is excluded from an event, program 
or service because of transportation 
barriers. 

Just let the temple office know if you 
have difficulty with transportation and 
would like a fellow congregant to pick 
you up and take you home. 

Please let the temple office know if you 
are willing to occasionally drive a fellow 
congregant to/from Temple Sinai. 

We want to hear from you!

DON’T FORGET TO  
REGISTER YOUR CHILD  

FOR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL!
Forms are available in the office. 

all classes are on a first  
come-first serve basis.
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pResident’s peRspective

Dear Temple Sinai Family,

I find myself still humming the words from 
Hamilton, The Musical as performed by 
our very own Ruach during its inaugural 
year-end concert in June. It was a Shabbat I 
will always remember and am sure many of 
you will too. That night culminated a year 
at Temple Sinai that was unprecedented on 
many levels. 

A few weeks later I found myself in a 
remote village (no electricity or running 
water) in Malawi, Africa where I joined 

hundreds of community members to break ground on a primary school. 
There, on behalf of buildOn, the non-profit organization I work for, I 
enjoyed the Malawian version of Ruach. For days on end, hundreds of 
women, men and children were singing and dancing while building a 
primary school for their kids. 

These two experiences provided me with a spiritual high that carried 
me through the summer. And now it’s time to turn our energy to the 
High Holy Days, one of the most meaningful times of the year for the 
Temple Sinai family. Our temple is buzzing with anticipation of the year 
ahead. Our clergy and staff are back from well-deserved summer breaks 
and have prepared a fall that will provide an opportunity for each of us 
to learn and grow, just like the community members in Malawi. The 
only difference is that we already have our “school.” 

Before I headed to Malawi, Rabbi TelRav and I spent a few days 
camping and retreating in upstate New York. Sitting around the 
campfire and while hiking to a breathtaking waterfall, we talked a 
lot about what Temple Sinai will look like in five and ten years. We 
reflected on how amazing the previous year was and established our 
aspirations for the year 5778. In addition to the “normal” responsibilities 
of being your president, I’m going to focus on the following:

  Board development: ensuring every board seat is filled with a 

committed member that is authentically engaged in Temple Sinai. 

  Fund raising and marketing: establishing a development and 
marketing committee that will guide these two functions. Just 
drop me a note if you would you like to join Seth Diamond, 
Shelley Leibowitz, Mike Stone (Chair) and Roberta Sultzer on 
this newly formed committee?

  Operationalizing various functions: working with our clergy and 
staff to improve efficiencies in many aspects of our temple.

  Capital improvements: 
working with various 
committees to upgrade our 
“school.”

As we head into this sacred 
time of year I’d like each of you 
to think about one aspect of 
Temple Sinai that you want to 
lean in on. What do you want 
to learn more about? Where 
can you lend some of your precious time? Lastly, if you love this Temple 
Sinai family, ask yourself who is missing and share an invitation with 
that person. We’d love to welcome them in the way we’ve welcomed you. 
Then shoot me an email, let me know where I’ll be seeing more of you 
and whom you’ll be bringing with you. 

I look forward to praying with you over the High Holy Days and 
learning with many of you in Mussar. G’mar Chatimah Tovah – May 
you be inscribed for Good.

Marc Friedman 
president@templesinaistamford.org

And now it’s time to turn our 
energy to the High Holy Days, 
one of the most meaningful 
times of the year for the  
Temple Sinai Family. Our  
temple is buzzing with 
anticipation of the year ahead.
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notes fRom the cantoR

Dear Temple Sinai Family,

Almost two years ago this fall, Temple Sinai 
suffered the loss of our beloved friend and 
music director, Kathy Storfer. We all continue 
to miss her and mourn her passing. I, for one, 
think of her whenever I open my mouth to sing 
and I know I am not alone. These last couple of 
years, we’ve been so blessed to have had Beth 
Styles at the helm, leading Kolot Sinai and 
continuing to bring us wonderful musical worship 

opportunities. And this year, we turn the page on the next chapter for 
Kolot Sinai as we welcome a new director, Zachary Kampler. Members 
of Kolot Sinai met in June to “audition” Zachary, and everyone is thrilled 
to have him on board.

Zachary is a professor at Westchester Community College, 
the Music Director of the Sound Beach Community Band and the 
conductor for Saint Catherine’s Players. He has served as Music 
Director for Staples Players, Bedford Acting Group, Weston High 
School Company, Binghamton University Theater Department, 
Musicals at Ricther, and the Boys & Girls Club Theater Program. 
Additionally, he has conducted The Connecticut Little Symphony, 
Nickel City Opera, and Crystal Opera, in addition to holding the 
position of Assistant Conductor with the Stamford Young Artists 
Philharmonic, Tri-Cities Opera, and Sarasota Opera. Zachary’s 
musical, K.C.@Bat, premiered at the historic Cherry Lane Theatre and 
is produced around the country. He is a graduate of the Juilliard Pre-
College Program, he holds a B.A. in Music from New York University 
and earned an M.M. in Orchestral Conducting with a concentration in 
Opera, from SUNY Binghamton.

When I wrote to Zachary and asked him to share more with us 
about his musical background, he wrote: 

“I started piano lessons at the age of five and was the type of kid who 
didn’t need to be reminded to practice. I loved listening to music and playing 
along on the piano and drums. I saw my first Broadway show, Fiddler on the 
Roof, when I was seven and I’ve been hooked ever since. I was immediately 
interested in the “how” of everything: How do you make musical moments 
powerful? How do you create a mood or a feeling through music? How do 
you bring together a large group of people to accomplish a singular purpose? 
All these questions led me to be keenly observant throughout my musical 
education, during which I ‘collected’ different tactics from my teachers and 
colleagues. This accumulation, combined with some special opportunities at 
my high school, led to my becoming a conductor. As a director, I try to lead 
with the expression, ‘Not again; better,’ so that the rehearsal and performance 
process is always moving forward. I also enjoy the challenge of figuring out 
how to bring out the best in each performer and each musical group. I don’t 
believe in talent – a sort of magical gift that one either possesses or lacks – I 
believe in hard work and finding the right path for each performer. This 
philosophy most often leads to successful, gratifying performances.” 

Please join me in welcoming Zachary to our temple family and 
we’ll look forward to singing with him and Kolot Sinai this upcoming 
High Holy Day season. If you’d like more information about singing 
with Kolot Sinai, please email me at cantor@templesinaistamford.org. 
Wishing you all a Shana Tova u’m’tukah – a sweet and happy New Year. 

B’Shira, in song,

Cantor Micah Morgovsky

TEMPLE SInAI HIGH HOLY DAY  
FAMILY SERVICES HAVE MOVED!
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur Family Services will be held 
at the JCC starting at 9:00am on both Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur mornings. Our Family Service option is intended 
for the whole family and is not a drop-off service for children. 
All children and teens should have a parent, grandparent or 
other adult with them and tickets are required to attend this 
service. Babysitting for children ages 4 and under will again 
be available at Temple Sinai OnLY starting at 9:30am on both 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
Please contact Jayne Vasco in the temple office to register for 
babysitting. If you have any questions, please call the temple office. 

Something New 
at Temple Sinai!

At first, we gave our staff email addresses that would be easy to transfer to their successors should they prove 
beneath the quality Temple Sinai sought. But after all their years of service, we think they’ve proven they are 
up to the task! We will be updating their email addresses beginning on September 1, 2017 as follows:

 Cantor Micah Morgovsky: Cantor@templesinaistamford.org   CantorMicah@templesinaistamford.org 
 Amy Ritell: Educator@templesinaistamford.org  MorahAmy@templesinaistamford.org
 Jayne Vasco: Secretary@templesinaistamford.org   Jayne@templesinaistamford.org
 Shelly Welfeld: Assistant@templesinaistamford.org   Shelly@templesinaistamford.org

Please change your address books but, for the next couple of months, our old email addresses will continue to forward your messages to the new accounts.

For the past 25 years, the Sally Kelman Fund has 
been helping to feed the hungry in Stamford. Temple 
Sinai member Sally Kelman started this fund in 1992 
to promote Tikkun Olam and to bring food to those who are hungry. The Sally Kelman 
Fund provides money for the monthly sandwich making program at Temple Sinai which 
makes hundreds of sandwiches to deliver to local soup kitchens and food pantries. Sally 
organizes the Christmas Dinner at the New Covenant House Soup Kitchen, herself each 
year, bringing temple members to serve dinner on Christmas Day. Additionally, each 
month dinners are made and served at New Covenant House and Inspirica. 

In honor of The Sally Kelman Fund Silver Anniversary, we encourage you to 
make a donation to the Sally Kelman Fund. Your donations will continue to 
provide food and meals for those who are food insecure. You can donate online at 
templesinaistamford.org, or you can mail a check to Temple Sinai.

$36.00 will feed 30 people • $72.00 will feed 60 people  
$180.00 will feed 150 people • $360.00 will feed 300 people  

All donation are appreciated and tax deductible.

The Sally Kelman Fund
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Welcome back from summer vacation! I had 
a great summer, but now I am very excited to 
get the school year started. We have so many 
new things, and so I’m really looking forward 
to the opening day of the 2017-18 school year 
and the Welcome Back Smokin’ BBQ on 
September 10!

All the communications that have gone 
out over the past several months have talked 
about the new educational initiatives that have 

been put in place: 3rd Grade Hebrew, 7th Grade tutoring and split 
sessions. I may have even mentioned Torah Play; which is something 
we will be adding to the curriculum of our younger students. Now 
I want to introduce “Lasagnas with Love,” a schoolwide, year-long 
social action project.

One Sunday a month, a different religious school grade will be 
responsible for preparing lasagnas to be delivered to Schoke Jewish 
Family Service which they will then distribute to the community. 
Every student in the monthly assigned class will bring in one container 
of ricotta cheese and one package of shredded mozzarella. (If they 
want to bring more, it is always welcome.) Temple Sinai will provide 
the rest. Each lasagna will be delivered with a “Made with Love by the 
Students of Temple Sinai” label, along with notes from the students 
who prepared them.

My goal is 72 lasagnas for the year and I will be tracking our 
progress each month on the bulletin board across from the courtyard.

With a little effort from each of our students, we can make a 
difference by helping to feed our neighbors in need. Please take note 
of your child(ren)s assigned date and remember to send in the supplies 
requested. Together we can spread lots of lasagna love!

As the attendant at the gas station always says to me. “Create a 
beautiful day,” and I’ll see you all on September 10!

L’shalom,
Amy Ritell

education ATTENTION BROTHERHOOD MEMBERS
Please join us for the inaugural  

Brotherhood sCotCh & sIrloIn
Saturday, October 21 at Temple Sinai

As members of the Brotherhood we are honored to provide Temple 
Sinai with our skilled and unskilled labor throughout the year. 
Tonight we will celebrate all that we have accomplished, enjoy a 
great meal and show appreciation for our fellow Brothers.
Fee: $45, includes Scotch tasting and steak dinner 
THIS EvENT IS ExCLUSIvELY FOR BROTHERHOOD MEMBERS WHO HAvE PAID 
THEIR 2017 - 2018 DUES.

ScHeDULe For LASAgNA MAkINg: (SUNDAyS)
October 15: 7th grade
November 19: 6th Grade
December 17: Chanukah Chooplah (all classes will participate)
January 21: 5th Grade
March 18: 3rd Grade
April 22: 4th Grade

eDUcAtIoN DAteS to reMeMber
September 10:  9:30am: First day of Religious School and  

6th/7th Grade Family Shabbat Program
 11:00am: Welcome Back Smokin’ BBQ
September 11: 4pm-6pm: First Day Monday Religious School
September 13: 4pm-6pm: First Day Wednesday Religious School
September 17: 11:30am: Schiff Tichon Sinai
September 20: Rosh Hashanah – No School
September 24:  7th Grade Chavurah: Visit to the Tenement Museum 

in NYC

Brent sChwartz  
stats:
Parents: Elizabeth Ortiz-Schwartz & Cliff Schwartz 
Sibling: Alexandra 17
bar Mitzvah: September 9, 2017
School: 8th Grade @ St. Luke’s School 
Favorite subject: Science 
Interests: Baseball, tennis, squash, bass guitar, 
guitar, drums, percussion, trombone: I am a Boy 
Scout and enjoy the theatre. 
torah Portion: Ki Tavo 
“I learned about the importance of following 
instructions that Moses set for all the generations 
after him. This is significant because God told Moses 
to tell everyone those instructions, and the word of 
God is final.”
becoming a bar Mitzvah: 
“I want to learn more about my religion and hope that 
I can still learn even after becoming a Bar Mitzvah.”
About me: 
“For my Mitzvah project, I had a front yard music show 
to raise money for Somali refugees. We sold paper 
lanterns for one dollar and donated all the money 
to the Dr. Hawa Abdi Foundation, a private non-
profit organization based in Somalia that provides 
displaced people with food, education, water, and 
healthcare.”

upcoming b’nai mitzvah

James sChIFF-denota  
stats:
Parents: Kara Schiff & Dr. Joseph Feuerstein 
Siblings: Sofia 5, nick 14
bar Mitzvah: September 16, 2017
School: 7th @ Weston Middle School 
Favorite subject: Math 
Interests: Football, lacrosse 
torah Portion:  nitzavim-Vayelech
“I learned the main idea of my Torah portion is the 
cause of actions and consequences.”
About me: 
“I am running back on the Weston Trojans football 
team. I also play lacrosse for Weston as a face-off 
middle. I love animals especially dogs!”
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Welcome to fall and the start of another busy 
season for the Brotherhood. 

A brief recap: A few weeks ago we held our 
annual Brotherhood Summer dinner on August 
23 at the Stamford Diner. It’s was a great time 
to just relax, kibitz and soak up the camaraderie, 
while enjoying a good meal. No business was 
conducted. 

As in past years, September is when the 
Brotherhood kicks into high gear and we will be fully engaged starting 
with the Religious School opening and the Welcome Back Smokin’ 
BBQ on September 10. For the newbies among you, the Brotherhood 
will once again be handling the High Holy Day ushering at both 
locations: this year at Temple Sinai and the JCC on Newfield Avenue, 
not Northeast School as previous years. Moreover, there will be a 
second day Rosh Hashanah service at 8:30am – 10:30am for those 
who may be used to a two-day holiday. A big thank you in advance to 
Larry Cryer for coordinating the ushering activity for all our High Holy 
Day services. And a big thank you to Marty Roth for coordinating the 
Kiddush reception on the first day of Rosh Hashanah.

Then there’s sukkah building. This year the sukkah will be 
constructed on September 24 and taken down on October 15. Many 
thanks to Allan Paull for managing this project.

I want to remind everyone to save the date of Saturday evening, 
October 21 for our Scotch and Sirloin paid up member dinner. It 
should be a blast and all members should plan to attend. 

Note that there will be a mayoral election this year in Stamford. 
Randy Skigen and I are already planning a Brotherhood Political 
Brunch that will be held on October 22. Please save the date. The 
Mayor and other candidates will be there and everyone should consider 
attending. Since this is the beginning of a new year, the Brotherhood 
would like to welcome all our 
new Temple Sinai members 
and invite all of you to our first 
meeting which will be held on 
September 24, the same day as 
the Sukkah construction, exact 
time TDB.

By now you should 
have received a letter about 
Brotherhood 2017-2018 dues. 
Please send in your payment as soon as you can. We will let you know 
when you can use ShulCloud to pay online. 

Don’t forget to support the Brotherhood by purchasing gift cards, 
through Jayne Vasco in the temple office.

And to all the Brotherhood guys, I want to express my gratitude for 
your loyalty and support during this past year. You truly make a positive 
impact in our Temple Sinai community.

On behalf of the Temple Sinai Brotherhood, we wish everyone a Happy 
and Healthy New Year!

 Stu Madison, President 
stumadison@optonline.net

bRotheRhood

SAVE THE DATES:
Saturday, October 21:  
Scotch and Sirloin paid up 
member dinner

Sunday, October 22: 
Brotherhood Political Brunch
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sisteRhood

L’Shana Tovah
Sisterhood wishes everyone a happy and healthy, sweet new year full of 

blessings, love and joy!
Yasher Koach and thank you to all Sisterhood members for your 

participation, love and support for Sisterhood. 

This July members of Temple Sinai Sisterhood took a field trip 
into New York City to the Jewish Museum and Russ & Daughters, the 
famous appetizing store, for a delicious Shabbat brunch. The food was 
outrageous and the exhibits at the museum were engaging, leaving us 
with lots to talk about.

As summer comes to a close, and we 
all begin preparation for Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur, we also start gearing up for fall at Temple Sinai. 

Please mark your calendar for sunday, september 
24 at 10:00am for our Welcome Back Brunch with guest speaker 
Jennifer Bierman, Culinary Producer at the Food Network. Mrs. 
Bierman will be talking about New Recipes to Enhance Your High 
Holy Days. 

Don’t forget to stop in the Judaica Shop for all of your High Holy 
Days needs, and check out some of the beautiful pieces of Judaica on our 
Facebook page. Just give Roberta Sultzer a call (401-487-9643), and will 
help you order a tallit or pick out a beautiful hostess gift to bring for the 
High Holy Days .

We want to extend a personal invitation to all congregation 
members who are not members of Sisterhood to come and join us. 
We will all work together, have fun together and raise money for our 
congregation.

We look forward to seeing you in 5778 at our full calendar of 
Sisterhood events. Please join us whenever you can to share fellowship 
with more than one hundred Sisterhood members. 

Cami Murace

For the last few years we’ve been holding our family services at 
Northeast School and it has worked out great…for the most part. But, 
we were really limited by the physical space in the auditorium and have 
decided to move these services to the JCC this year. (Offsite parking for 
all congregants will be at the JCC and shuttle busses to the temple will 
still be provided.) The last few years, we’ve had a quiet, contemplative 
space for 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah, but this year we have decided to 
develop that time into a full service making it early and at 8:30am so 
folks won’t need to take another day off work in order to have a full, 
yet more intimate, holiday service, complete with Torah, shofar and 
an interactive study session. And the Cantor and I have made some 
liturgical changes that you might find surprising and hopefully pleasant.

As with everything we do, we seek the delivery of a Judaism that 
reflects your values, meets your needs and speaks to your experience as 
a member of a progressive modern community. I’m so proud to serve 
Temple Sinai as your spiritual leader and look forward to 5778 as your 
partner.

 – L’Shanah Tovah u’M’tukah, 
May it be a Good and Sweet New Year,

Jay TelRav

rabbi’s responsa, continued from page 1

WHAT DOES TEMPLE SINAI SISTERHOOD DO?
We enhance and beautify our Synagogue.
We provide strength and support to members in need.
We stock and run the Temple Sinai Judaica shop.
We sponsor holiday celebrations and fun events including:
    Yom Kippur Break-fast
    Paid-up Membership Dinner
    Game Night
    Latkapalooza
    Sisterhood Brunches with Speakers
All the funds that Sisterhood raises goes directly back to Temple 
Sinai and the religious school. Part of what makes our Temple 
family so special is the collaboration that we have on many of 
our events and projects.

Enjoying lunch at Russ & Daughters!

Remember Temple Sinai in Your Will!
for more information, please call the temple office at  

(203) 322-1649 or email shelly@templesinaistamford.org

ATTENTION: 
Temple Sinai is pleased to offer a  

FREE KindERgaRTEn pRogRam  
in the 2017-18 school year!
Temple Sinai membership is NOT  

a requirement, and anyone in the community  
is welcome to register their child.

Please contact the temple office for more information  
and registration forms. Please pass this on to  

your friends in the Stamford community.
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SPONSOR OUR PRE-NEG!

building  
on the  
“pRe-neg”
“Oneg” in hebrew 
means “enjoyment” 
and most often 
refers to the sweets and fellowship that we enjoy after 
a worship service. as we’ve added on a monthly early 
service for families with kids and those who cannot 
drive late into the evening, we recognize the challenge it 
creates with dinner. so, we’ll give you a little nosh to hold 
yourselves over until after this brief shabbat service. 

this year, we’re going to continue these popular early 
and family-friendly 6:00pm services each month on 
the first friday (september 1, october 6, november 3, 
december 1, January 5, february 2, march 2, april 6, 
may 4, and June 1). We will begin with a 5:30pm “pre-
neg” before the service. While not, technically, any sort 
of actual hebrew, you still get the idea. it is a chance to 
take the edge off our appetite with some crudités, wine, 
cheese, and conversation before we start our service 
and then, hopefully, attendees will decide to have some 
dinner together after the service. as with our onegs, 
these are also available to sponsor. please contact the 
temple office at (203) 322-1649 for more information.

sosty
Our very own SoSTY Program Vice President, 
Nicole Murace took a leap of faith this summer 
by attending the URJ’s Mitzvah Corps 
program. I will let Nicole tell you all the details 
about the program. SoSTY and Temple Sinai 
are proud to support our teens in fulfilling all 
of their hopes and dreams and this is just one 
example of what our incredible teens chose to 
do this summer. I hope you are all as excited 
as I am to see what Nicole and the rest of the 

SoSTY board have in store for our programming this year.

 Erica B. Santiago 
Youth Director

read more about nicole’s experience:

This past July I flew across the country to Seattle and spent two weeks 
at the University of Washington with 37 other teens and staff members 
that I didn’t know through a program called Mitzvah Corps. While this 

may sound scary, I knew it would be worth 
it and I was right. It ended up being one 
of the most meaningful experiences of my 
life. Mitzvah Corps is a URJ community 
service program that takes place around 
the world. The one I chose to do involved 
working with refugee children. Teens from 
across the country took two weeks away 
from their busy schedules just to dedicate 
their time to help the refugee crisis. When 
we first got there, we had an orientation 
with the International Rescue Committee, 
an organization founded to help refugees 
that we got to work with. We learned 

about the crisis, countries involved, and the 
trauma refugees might be facing. We later applied this knowledge when we 
began to work at a summer camp for refugee children that was meant to 
give them a break from their hard lives. The most unbelievable thing about 
working with these kids was how normal they acted. We all expected to 
see signs of trauma that we were taught about. We prepared ourselves 
to deal with this trauma, but, the point was for us to never have to. This 
camp was meant to give these kids a pause from their tough responsibilities 
as a refugee and get their childhood back. The best example of this was a 
young girl named Hangamah. Every day she would walk her sisters down 
the hill and feed them. The second they were done she would let go of her 
responsibility to take care of her sisters and run off to play with friends. 
When the day was over she would wake up her little sister, Nigeen, who 
liked to fall asleep on my lap at the end of the day. Soon after she would 
wave goodbye and return home to her responsibilities as the oldest. It 
was a great feeling knowing that I made a difference in these kids’ lives. 
However, all I had to do was have a great time of my own playing with the 
kids during the activities. Seeing their bright smiles during Theatre, the 
talent show and even little science projects made everyone’s day. 

Aside from the work we did with the refugees, the inspiring people I 
met on the trip heavily impacted me. While I consider Mitzvah Corps to 
be the start of my social action career, it wasn’t nearly the start for the close 
friends I made. My own roommate, Violet, used to spend hours a day on 
the phones for Hilary Clinton and was recently quoted by the Washington 

Post. Rianna worked at an amazing and underappreciated summer 
camp called Camp Jenny that gives underprivileged children a chance to 
have a great time. A confirmation class that came together included three 
wonderful people like Dani who used her musical skills to write a social 
action song. Sarah who uses her disabilities as a strength when she speaks 
on behalf of the disabled for the rights they deserve. And of course, Jalen a 
proud male feminist. This experience also changed my plans for my SoSTY 
and NFTY career. I had already known I wanted to be on my regional 
NFTY board my senior year. I’m already going to be the Programming 
Vice President on SoSTY board as of next year, but now I want to do even 
more. Mitzvah Corps made me want to take my knowledge and passions 
with this issue and others to make a difference. With this idea in mind, I 
want to take advantage of more leadership opportunities, whatever they 
may be. Trips like these can be terrifying like it was for me. However, had I 
not taken a step outside of my comfort zone, I would not feel as fulfilled as 
I do right now.

Nicole Murace
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Jennifer Alpert
Todd Auslander
Lawrence Barron
Philip Bauer
Betsy Blumberg
Jordan Brodie
Marita Castelino
David M. Cohen
Lorraine Cohen
Margaret Cohn
Ronald Cowen
Sheri Cronk
Cassandra Culhane
James Schiff DeNota
Beth Dorfsman
Milton Drexler

Ryan Ebright
Peter Ebstein
Gregory Ezring
Kevin Ferri
Steven Frederick
Jessica Freedman
Gabrielle Frieser
Grant Frieser
Linda Frieser
Bailey Gendason
Carole Gladstone
Nathan Gold
Deidre Goldberg
Amanda Goldsmith
Amy Grabine
Sheldon Green
Stacey Harmon
Calina Harper
Robin Himelstein
Lauren Himmel
Michael Himmel
Andrew Kahn
Grant Kallen
Judith Kallen
Sharon Kaplove
Helen Kweskin

Zachary Leeds
Andre Levin
Matthew Lewis
Deborah Lichtzer
Gary Lilien
Shaina Lubliner
Jay Lurie
Mateo Marcus
Gloria Mehlman
Callie Morson
Ruby Moskowitz
Jocelyn Moy
Aiden Neigler
Richard Nemchek
Lori Ordover
Eli Pardo
Irma Paull
Marge Pavlov
Beth Peters
Kathryn Poch
Daniel Popper
Sophia Rosano
Skylar Rubin
Brian Sachs
Lizabeth Sachs
Kerry Safir

Jordan Savitt
Hannah Scherer
Margot Scherer
Leslie Schoen
Brent Schwartz
Bryan Schwartz
Cindy Schwartz
Eric Schwedel
Tamar Segal
Myron Sharpe
Ariel Shaulson
Kaela Shaulson
Becca Shaulson
Samuel Sherman
Rona Siegel
Gloria Skigen
Steven Spezzano
Jonah Spratt
Betsy Stone
David Swerdloff
Joshua Terr
Logan Terr
Suzy Trief
Chris vellozzi
Shelly Welfeld
Samuel Windfield

HAPPY sePtember
b
I
r
t
H
D
A
Y
s
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SuSTaining MeMBerS of The Legacy SocieTy:
We gratefully recognize the following, who have made sustaining gifts to our temple (to endowment, through estate planning, or otherwise): Anonymous (2), Suellyn Bache, Amy & 
Henry Bubel, Andrea & David M. Cohen, Judy & David S. Cohen, Fran & Bob Dorf, Marc Friedman, Lesley & Dennis Gehr, Carole Gladstone, Sylvia & Herb Gladstone z”l, Nan 
& Paul Gordon, Meryl & Ron Japha, Judith & Sheldon Katz, Helen & Ed Kweskin, Enid Randall z”l, Betty & Dan Roberts, Arlene & Carl Rosen, Sharyn & Richard Sarner, Jayne 
& Bud Schiff, Carol Ruth z”l & Herman Shepherd z”l, Paula Simon, Betsy & Michael Stone, Leon Weisburgh. If you have made provisions for Temple Sinai in your long-term gift 
planning, please let us know so we may recognize you as well!

canTor’S DiScreTionary funD
Carol & Ed Abrams in honor of the B’not Mitzvah of  
  Leslie Schoen & Karen Dern
Cindy & Gregg Schwartz

Bache/KaPLan funD
Suellyn Bache & Bob Gray in memory of Sam Anfang
Suellyn Bache & Bob Gray

caMP SchoLarShiP funD
Judith & Sheldon Katz in honor of the B’not Mitzvah  
  Class & the birth of Tobias Oz Saunders
Suellyn Bache & Bob Gray in honor of the birth of  
   Tobias Oz Saunders and Peyton Bexley Japha and the 
marriage of Dan Stone & Emma Roth

reLigiouS SchooL enDoWMenT funD
Andrea & David M. Cohen in honor of the birth of  
  Tobias Oz Saunders
Andrea & David M. Cohen in memory of Annette Todrin

MiTZVah Day funD
Suellyn Bache & Bob Gray in honor of the B’not Mitzvah  
  Class 
Danoff youTh acTiViTieS cenTer funD
Joan & Stuart Danoff in memory of Robert Fischl &  
  Robert Landress

Prayer BooK funD
Andrea & David M. Cohen in memory of Ira Peterman

caPiTaL funD
Arlene & Carl Rosen in memory of Stan Rose,  
   Ira Peterman and Doris Karlin
roBerTS aDuLT eDucaTion funD
Randi Mason in honor of Karen Dern becoming a  
  Bat Mitzvah

congregaTionaL Life and enrichMenT funD 
(cLef)
Vivian & Dan Bernstein in honor of the birth of  
  Tobias Oz Saunders

ePPinger/WaLLach fLoraL funD
Paula Eppinger in memory of Bob Eppinger

SaLLy KeLMan SociaL acTion funD
Janet Weintraub in memory of Henry M. Weintraub
Sally Kelman in honor of the Adult B’not Mitzvah Class
Meryl & Hank Silverstein in memory of Philip Novick,  
  Adele Silverstein & Milton Rich
Michelle & Peter Ebstein in memory of Margaret Redniss
Deb & Steve DeNardo in honor of Nan Gordon’s  
  retirement

KWeSKin MuSic func
Carol & Ron Cowen in honor of the birth of Tobias Oz  
  Saunders
Betsy Blumberg & Doug Watson in honor of the Adult  
 B’not Mitzvah Class & the birth of Tobias Oz Saunders

frienDS of ruach
Linda Hurwitz & Richard Fine in honor of the birth of  
  Meryl & Ron Japha’s granddaughter, Peyton Bexley Japha
Michelle & Peter Ebstein in honor of the birth of  
  Tobias Oz Saunders
Louise Goldenberg in memory of Annette Todrin
Arlene & Carl Rosen in memory of Annette Todrin
The Marcus Family in honor of the marriage of Dan Stone 
  to Emma Roth
Betsy & Mike Stone in honor of the birth of Tobias Oz  
  Saunders
Betsy Blumberg & Doug Watson in honor of the marriage 
 of Dan Stone to Emma Roth
Linda Hurwitz & Richard Fine in honor of the marriage  
  of Dan Stone to Emma Roth

roBerT SchechTer ouTDoor funD
Fran Schechter in memory of Robert Schechter

raBBi’S DiScreTionary funD
Barbara & Ken White in honor of the birth of  
   Arlene & Carl Rosen’s grandson, Tobias Oz Saunders and 
for a speedy recovery for Sheldon Katz

Harriett R. Sherman in memory of Ira Peterman
Michele Bauman in memory of Howard Bauman  
   and to thank Rabbi for all his help and caring
Eric Peterman in memory of Ira Peterman
Linda Hurwitz & Richard Fine in memory of  
  Naomi Schayes
Sallie Kuh in memory of Sylvia Chris, Elizabeth  
   Bensusan, Khaya Kutsina & Richard Hecht
Stacey & Todd Palker in memory of Annette Todrin
Sallie Kuh in memory of Annette Todrin and in honor  
 of the birth of Tobias Oz Saunders
Polly Rauh in memory of Ira Peterman
Claire Friedlander in memory of Ira Peterman
Barbara & Gary Bloom in honor of the birth of  
  Tobias Oz Saunders
Connie Elkinson & Everett Shaw in honor of the birth of 
   Tobias Oz Saunders, and in honor of the B’not Mitzvah of 
Ronnie Falkenberg, Leslie Schoen and Shelly Welfeld

Jennifer & Patrick Kramer in honor of the birth of  
   Tobias Oz Saunders and Peyton Bexley Japha and Jordan 
Bowbeer becoming a Bar Mitzvah

Randie Katz & Larry Cryer in memory of Ira Peterman
Sallie Kuh in memory of Hermine Roth & Barry Levene
Amy & Mark Schneider in memory of Ira Peterman  
  and in appreciation of Rabbi’s kindness and support 
Suellyn Bache 
Barbara & Ken White in honor of the marriage of  
  Dan Stone to Emma Roth and Marc Friedman becoming  
  President of Temple Sinai

oPeraTing funD
Bernice & Lester Kosowsky in honor of Ronnie Oster 
  Falkenburg’s Bat Mitzvah Celebration
Meryl & Ron Japha in memory of Norbert Gaelen
Susan & Edward Greenberg in memory of  
  Mollie Greenberg
Shelley Leibowitz in honor of the marriage of Betsy &  
  Mike Stone’s son, Daniel, to Emma Roth
Suellyn Bache for the Tzedakah Challenge
Jennifer & Patrick Kramer in memory of Martha Harris
Arnold Kapiloff in memory of Phyllis Kapiloff
Martha Kramer & John Zimmerman in honor of  
  Shelly Welfeld becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Rebecca & Scott Oling in honor of Leslie Schoen  
  becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Bob Gray in memory of Clara Korn
Deb & Steve DeNardo on the birth of their new  
  grandchildren, Liev Jax DeNardo & Kaitlyn Bree Galin
Estelle Fruchtman in memory of Fanny Fruchtman
Patti & Stuart Roth in memory of Harold Simon

Genevieve & Murph Weingrad in memory of  
  Jacob Sicherman
Nan & Paul Gordon in honor of the birth of Tobias Oz  
  Saunders and the B’not Mitzvah sisters
Janet & Alan Barr in honor of the marriage of Dan Stone  
  to Emma Roth
Betsy & Mike Stone in memory of Annette Todrin
Marion & Milt Drexler in memory of Josef Levy
Beth & Ken Peters in memory of Lillian Rosenstein &  
  John Rosenstein
Shelley Taylor & David Swerdloff in honor of the birth of 
  Tobias Oz Saunders
Michelle & Peter Ebstein in honor of Shelly Welfeld  
  becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Ruth Albert in memory of Ira Peterman
Jewish Sportsman’s League
Janet & Alan Barr in honor of the birth of Tobias Oz  
  Saunders
The Barr Family in memory of Burton Barr
Irving Friedman & Suzanne Schatz in honor of  
  Marc Friedman’s presidency at Temple Sinai

Betty & Dan Roberts in memory of Ira Peterman,  
  Sam Anfang & Bernice Fogel
Sylvia Gladstone in memory of Mollie Rosenberg &  
  Helen Kessler
Harriett R. Sherman in memory of Anna B. Rubin
Judith & Sheldon Katz in memory of Irving Stern  
  & Abraham Katz
Estelle Fruchtman in memory of William Gershman
Eleanor & Mort Lowenthal in memory of Sadye LeVine
Meryl & Ron Japha in memory of Judith Japha &  
  Ingrid Japha
Claire Friedlander in honor of the B’not Mitzvah Class
Fran Schechter in memory of Yettta Bogen
Cindy & Gregg Schwartz in memory of  
  Florence Fliegelman
Fran Schechter in memory of Irene Thomson
Cathy & Steve Zales in honor of the birth of Tobias Oz  
  Saunders
Frieda Knopf in memory of Murray Goldblum

coNtrIbUtIoNS     We gratefully acknowledge these thoughtful gifts:HAPPY sePtember
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Yahrzeits Recalled for September 

 condolences  • 
May their Memory be a blessing 

Annette Todrin 
Mother of David Todrin

Ira Peterson  
Father of Amy Schneider

Renee Oster 
Mother of Eileen Orlow

september 1
Anne Edelman, Grandmother of Amy Lilien-Harper
Stephen Levy, Father of Elizabeth Levy
Walter Bloom, Husband of Pearl Bloom and Father of  
  Gary Bloom
Hattie Shaw, Mother-in-Law of Morris Elkind
Fred Haller, Father of Harriet Liss
Sidney Posner, Father of Steven Posner
Lillian Suffin, Aunt of Eleanor Lowenthal
Diane Berni, Wife of Stephen Berni and Mother of Mark Berni
Marilynn Whetsell, Mother of Robert Whetsell
Essie Lowenthal, Mother of Mort Lowenthal
Ruth Brust, Mother of Kathryn Poch
Barry Levene, Cousin of Sallie Kuh
George Fleisher, Father of Barry Fleisher
Harry Besser, Father of Gary Besser
  
september 8
Sylvia Frankel, Aunt of Phyllis Freeman and Barbara White
Hermine Roth, Friend of Sallie Kuh
Bill Doran, Cousin of Wendi Hoak
Anna Weisberg, Mother of Carol Abrams
Herbert Kreevoy, Father of Michelle Krellenstein
Theodore Gilbert, Father of William Gilbert
William Schiff, Brother of Bud Schiff
Roberta Russell, Mother of Andrew Russell
Lillian Raddock, Mother of Franklin Raddock
Louis Morris, Father-in-Law of Janet Morris
Ira Harris, Grandfather of Jennifer Kramer
Jack Kirsh, Father of Deborah DeNardo
Toby Epstein, Grandmother of Keeva Crelan
  
september 15
Claire Steinberg, Grandmother of Brian Steinberg
David Morson, Grandfather of Eric Morson
Rae Kandel, Mother of Sally Kelman
Beatrice Freeman, Mother of Fran Dorf
Meyer Reiner, Father of Pearl Rosenbaum
Phyllis Jones, Sister of Shelly Welfeld
Ethel Elkind, Mother of Morris Elkind
Benjamin Mullens, Father of Judith Cohen
Russel Baldwin, Father of Susan Baldwin
Esther Lachman, Mother-in-Law of Herbert Fusfeld

september 22
Morton (Morty) Semel, Husband of Sandra Semel
Henry Meltzer, Father of Deidre Goldberg
Joseph Shapiro, Grandfather of Beth Peters
Theodore Katchko, Father of Robert Katchko
Samuel Gehr, Father of Dennis Gehr
Arthur Bubel, Father of Henry Bubel
Phyllis Kanter, Aunt of Susan Kostin
Abraham Liebeskind, Father-in-Law of Judith Liebeskind
Charles Schiff, Father of Bud Schiff
Herman Fallerman, Great Uncle of Allan Paull
Howard Scott, Uncle of Beth Peters
Ida Bauer, Mother of Dr. Philip Bauer
Rita Glosser, Aunt of Susan Kostin
Fannie Fusfeld, Mother of Herbert Fusfeld

september 29
William Zales, Father of Steve Zales
Simon Patiky, Father of Leah Rubin and Grandfather  
  of Elizabeth Rubin
Pearl Bodner Lewis, Grandmother of Elizabeth Lurie
Charles Abramson, Grandfather of Constance Elkinson
Hyman Weinstein, Stepfather of Bud Schiff
Lillian Silverstone, Aunt of Diane Klein
Ida Leppo, Mother-in-Law of Elaine Leppo
Florence J. Eisenberg, Mother of Melissa Spiesman
Ethel Kweskin, Mother of Edward Kweskin
Frances Goldberg, Mother of Amiel Goldberg
Sylvia Steiner, Mother of Diane Shaby
Anne Stein, Sister of Margo Rosenfeld
Sadie Bruch, Great Grandmother of Amy Lilien-Harper
Irwin Goldberg, Brother of Rosalind Carlin
Edward J. Rauch, Grandfather of Joel Fenster
Paul Barron, Father of Lawrence Barron
Israel & Ida Solomon, Father & Mother of Roslyn Jaff
Edward Kostin, Husband of Susan Kostin
Albert Marowitz, Father of Myrna Sessa
Robert Ecker, Father of William Ecker



Temple Sinai
September 2017 

SUNDAY MOnDAY TUESDAY WEDnESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1

n  12:00p Torah Study
✡  5:30p Pre-neg 
✡  6:00p Shabbat Service

2

 Ki Tetze
n   9:00a Rabbi Eugene 

B. Borowitz Memorial 
Bible Study

3 4

Labor Day

teMPLe cLoSeD

5 6

12:30p Canasta

7 8

n  12:00p Torah Study
✡  7:30p Shabbat Service

9

 Ki Tavo
n   9:00a Rabbi Eugene 

B. Borowitz Memorial 
Bible Study

  10:30a Bar Mitzvah of 
Brent Schwartz

10

9:30a  Opening Day 
Religious School

9:30a  6th/7th Grade 
Family Shabbat 
Program

9:30a Sisterhood Mtg.
11:00a  Welcome Back 

Smokin’ BBQ 

11

4-6p  Monday Hebrew 
School Begins

•  4:30p Sandwich 
Making

•  6:45p Mah Jongg  
& Canasta

12 13

12:30p Canasta
4-6p  Wednesday 

Hebrew School 
Begins

14 15

n  12:00p Torah Study
✡  7:30p Shabbat Service

16

 nitzavim-Vayelech
n   9:00a Rabbi Eugene 

B. Borowitz Memorial 
Bible Study

  10:30a Bar Mitzvah of 
James Schiff-Denota

✡  7:30p Selichot Service 
with RUACH

17

9:30a Religious School
10:00a Mussar
11:30a  Schiff Tichon 

Sinai
✡  1:30p Cemetery 

Service at Fairfield 
Memorial Park

18

4-6p  Monday Hebrew 
School

•  6:45p Mah Jongg  
& Canasta

•  7:30p Board Meeting

19 20

12:30p Canasta
✡  7:30p Erev Rosh 

Hashanah Services
No Wednesday Hebrew 
School

21

ROSH HASHANAH 
9:00a  Family Service at 

the Stamford JCC
9:30a  Rosh Hashanah 

Morning Main 
Service

1:30p  Afternoon 
Children’s Service 
(pre-k & younger)

2:30p Tashlich Service

22

✡  8:30a – 10:00a  
2nd Day Rosh 
Hashanah Service

✡  6:00p Shabbat Service

23

 Ha’azinu 
n 9:00a Rabbi Eugene 

B. Borowitz Memorial 
Bible Study

24

9:30a Religious School
7th grade chavurah trip 
to the Lower east Side
9:30a  Brotherhood 

Meeting and 
Sukkah raising

10:00a  Sisterhood 
Welcome Back 
Brunch

25

4-6p  Monday Hebrew 
School

•  6:45p Mah Jongg  
& Canasta

26 27

12:30p Canasta 
4-6p  Wednesday 

Hebrew School

28 29

✡  7:30p Kol nidre Service

30
9:00a  Family Service at the 

Stamford JCC
9:30a  Morning Main Service
1:00p  Afternoon Programs at 

Temple Sinai
1:30p  Afternoon Children’s 

Service (pre-k & 
younger)

2:00p  Musical Meditations 
with Piano 

3:00p  Healing & Afternoon 
Service

5:00p  Yizkor & Concluding 
Service 

Elul-Tishre 5777

YOM KIPPUR
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Did you know the  
Sisterhood Gift Shop has...
 Bar and Bat Mitzvah cards 
 Shabbat candles
 New items arriving weekly
 Many unique gift items

Sisterhood can also supply bima baskets 
and kippot for your upcoming Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah.
Don't forget to stop in before services 
or during Religious School. If you need 
something when the shop is not open, please 
see Shelly or Jayne in the office. 

Interested in Advertising?
please call the temple office at (203) 322-1649 or email  

assistant@templesinaistamford.org
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