
 
 
  

 
RULES GOVERNING THE USE OF TEMPLE SINAI FACILITIES 

 
I. POLICY 

 
A. The congregation, itself, as well as the auxiliary groups, and members in good standing, 

have the first call upon the Temple. 
 
B. Priority must be given to regularly scheduled congregational functions or those involving members. 
 
C. The Temple is a non-profit organization. Payments indicated are minimal and regarded as contributions 

to defray expenses. Additional contributions are welcome. 

 
II. APPLICATION 

 
A. All reservations for facilities must be made in writing on forms supplied by the Temple office and must be 

accompanied by a deposit of $50.00. FULL PAYMENT IS DUE 60 DAYS PRIOR TO USE. 
 

III. REGULATION 
 
A. Coat Room 

1. Attendant for coat room, if desired, is the responsibility of those using the facilities. 
2. Temple Sinai cannot accept responsibility for articles lost or damaged in the coat room. 

 
B. Flowers 

1. All floral decoration must be free standing. 
 
C. Decorations 

1. No decorations may be placed in the aisles or tacked or taped to the wood beams, walls of any part of 
the temple building without permission from the Director of Operations. 

2. No balloons of any kind are allowed in the Atrium. 
 
D. Candles 

1. Only no-drip candles are to be used. 
2. As a safety measure, we discourage the carrying of kindled candles down the center aisle of the 

Temple. 
 

E. Music 
1. If piano music is desired for a wedding, the Temple accompanist should be engaged. Any other 

accompanist must be cleared with the Temple office.  
2. Arrangements for a soloist may be made through the Temple office. 

 



III. REGULATIONS CONTINUED 

 

F. Photography and videography 
1. Temple Sinai’s policies regarding photography and videography in the sanctuary are attached. 
2. Users are free to engage whatever photographer and videographer they wish, providing such 

photographer/videographer conforms to our regulations (and has not violated them in the past).  
The Temple Office must be advised who the photographer/videographer is at once, so that 
regulations may be sent to him/her. 

 

G. Smoking 
1. Smoking is forbidden in the Temple at all times. 

 

H. Liquor 
1. No liquor may be sold on the premises at any time. 
2. The use of liquor in moderation by adults on the premises in conformance with the ordnances of the 

State of Connecticut is permitted. 
3. Under no conditions may minors be served alcoholic beverages. 
4. No hard liquor is to be served preceding a religious ceremony. 

 

I. Food 
1. Shellfish and pork products may not be brought into, served or prepared for other purposes at Temple 

Sinai or Temple Sinai events and activities inside or outside the synagogue. 
2. Milk and meat products may not be served together at a meal, though serving milk and meat 

sequentially (or vice versa) is permitted.  
3. During Passover, chametz (no leavened products) should not be served. 

 

J. Hours 
1. All receptions must be over not later than midnight, with the exception of New Year’s Eve. 

 

K. Clergy 
1. The participation of Clergy other than the Temple Rabbi must be cleared in advance. 

 

L. Damages 
1. Any damages to the Temple property occurring during the use of these facilities by the applicant or his 

agent shall be paid for in full by those to whom use of the facilities has been granted. 
2. The Temple or its agents shall not be liable for any damage to the property of the applicant or his agents. 
3. The applicant shall indemnify and hold harmless the Temple and its agents for any liability because 

of acts occurring during the applicant’s use of the facilities. 
 

M. Entertainment 
1. Entertainment should be in keeping with the dignity of the surroundings. 

 

N. Employees 
1. Please do not reprimand any Temple employee. Report any problems to the house committee or the 

Temple office. 
 

O. Littering and Glitter 
1. No rice, confetti, etc. may be scattered inside the Temple buildings. 
2. No glitter is to be used for any decorations inside the Temple building. 

 

P. Piano 
1. The piano may not be moved. 

 

Q. Extra Costs 
1. Any extra costs (such as extra help or rental of extra equipment) will be borne by the user. 

 
R.  Non-member affairs 

1. Dates for non-member affairs may not be confirmed more than three (3) months in advance. 



 
IV. CATERERS 
 

A. Users are free to engage whatever caterer they wish, providing the caterer agrees to conform to our 
regulations. 

B. The Temple Office must be advised who the caterer is at once, so that regulations may be sent to 
him/her. 

 
C. The caterer must post a recoverable $500.00 deposit, to cover breakage, damage and additional 

clean-up (if required), before the kitchen can be made available to him. 
 
D. Caterers should submit to the Temple office a certificate of insurance covering workmen’s 

compensation and public liability. 
 
E. The caterer is responsible for cleaning up the kitchen and its equipment after use, the social hall and 

atrium (if applicable). 
 

 
V. CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

     A.  Members in good standing for Jewish religious functions and Jewish Non-Profit organizations: 
1.  Modified Oneg Shabbat....................................................................................................... $0* 
 
2.  Kiddush Luncheon (use of social hall and kitchen ONLY, for up to 2 hours) ...................... $495.00** 
 Maximum number of guests: 150 
3.  Social Event (use of kitchen, social hall and atrium for up to 5 hours ) .............................. $850.00** 
 Maximum number of guests: 150 
4.  Social Event (use of kitchen, social hall, sanctuary and atrium for up to 5 hours ) ............ $1,200.00** 
 Maximum number of guests: 200 
 
*Dessert & drinks only. 
 
**Additional COVID cleaning fees for members only: 
 Social Hall.......................................................................................................................... $175.00 
 Kitchen  ............................................................................................................................. $125.00 
 

 

B.  Approved Non-Member Functions: 
1.  Social Hall and Kitchen (for up to 5 hours) ............................................ $1,750.00 
 Maximum number of guests: 150 
2. Sanctuary, Social Hall and Kitchen (for up to 5 hours) ........................... $2,000.00 
 Maximum number of guests: 200 
 
NOTE: There will be an additional charge of $500 charge to use the atrium for any part of your event. 

 
 

NOTE:  Both members and non-members must leave with the Temple office a security deposit of 20% of 
the total fee for the event. (Written descriptive materials should define expectations for return of 
deposits.) 
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TEMPLE SINAI’S PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOTAPING POLICY 

Still Photography 

Still photography is not permitted at all during any worship service, either by guests or by professional 
photographers.  

In order to have photographs representing the service, the following options are available: 

1. Arrange a “walk through” photography session earlier in the week. This must be coordinated with the 
Temple office so that we can find a time when the sanctuary is not being used.   

or 

2. You may take photographs on the day of service, if you arrive at least 60 minutes prior to the service to 
take all pictures in the sanctuary (i.e., child with Torah, family in front of open Ark, etc.).  If you choose this 
option (photographs the same day as a service), all photography must be completed and the 
photographer’s equipment must be “out of sight” at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the service.  We 
do not want to have the photographer working or clearing out equipment as people are coming in to 
worship and we may need your attention to other matters prior to the start of the service (including 
welcoming your guests). 

If you want to take photographs with the Torah, we must turn off the alarm, unlock the ark and open it for 
you.  Photographs may not be taken with the Torah without a member of the Temple’s professional staff 
(or their designee) present.  

 

Videotaping 

Under no circumstances may video lights be used during a service. Lighting is not usually a problem: our 
Sanctuary is blessed with an abundance of natural light. 

The video camera may be left running during the service provided that it is stationed in the rear of the 
Sanctuary, as inconspicuously as possible. It must be out of the way of the Torah processional. The Rabbi or 
his/her designee will show the videographer an appropriate spot.  

The video camera must remain in one spot for the entire service and the videographer must be stationery and 
sitting down so as not to detract from the service. 
 

Enforcement 

Failure to adhere to this policy may result in being excluded from worship services at Temple Sinai and/or the 
loss of privileges to engage in any photography or videography at Temple Sinai events.  
 
 

 


