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Source Sheet Class 9- “2000 Years of Jewish History”-Rabbi Menachem Levine 

Source 1 
A grave report has come has come from the lands of Jerusalem and from the city of 
Constantinople that a people from the kingdom of the Persians, a foreign race, a race 
absolutely alien to G-d...has invaded the land of those Christians [and] has reduced the 
people with sword, rapine and fire... 

Let those who in the past have been accustom to spread private war so vilely among the 
faithful advance against the infidels... Let those who were formally brigands now become 
soldiers of Christ; those who once waged war against their brothers... fight lawfully against 
barbarians; those who until now have been mercenaries for a few coins achieve eternal 
rewards.  

Sermon of Pope Urban II starting the Crusades 

 
Source 2 
“To go on this journey only after avenging the blood of the crucified one by shedding 
Jewish blood and completely eradicating any trace of those bearing the name ‘Jew,’ thus 
assuaging his own burning wrath.” 
Godfrey of Bouillon, Frankish knight who was one of the leaders of the First Crusade 
 
Source 3 
With the fall of Jerusalem and its towers one could see marvelous work. Some of the 
pagans were mercifully beheaded, others pierced by arrows plunged from towers, and yet 
others, tortured for a long time, were burned to death in searing flames. Piles of heads, 
hands and feet lay in the houses and streets, and men and knights were sunning to and fro 
over corpses.  
Raymond of Aguilers, Crusader on the Conquest and Fall of Jerusalem 

 
Source 4 
G-d heard our supplication, turned to us, and had mercy on us in accord with the fullness and of 
His pity and loving kindness. He sent after the wicked one (Rudolph), a proper monk, great and 
truly the master to all monks, knowledgeable in their law and a man of understanding. His name 
was Bernard, the abbot of Clairvaux, in France…Were it not for the mercies of our Creator in 
sending us that abbot and his epistles, Israel would have been left without remnant and vestige. 

Harav Ephraim of Bonn, Sefer Zechirah 

Source 5 
“[The Jews] ought to suffer no prejudice. We, out of the meekness of Christian piety, and in 
keeping in the footprints or Our predecessors of happy memory, the Roman Pontiffs Calixtus, 
Eugene, Alexander, Clement, admit their petition, and We grant them the buckler of Our 
protection. 
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For We make the law that no Christian compel them, unwilling or refusing, by violence to 
come to baptism. But, if any one of them should spontaneously, and for the sake of the faith, fly 
to the Christians, once his choice has become evident, let him be made a Christian without any 
calumny. Indeed, he is not considered to possess the true faith of Christianity who is not 
recognized to have come to Christian baptism, not spontaneously, but unwillingly. 
Too, no Christian ought to presume...to injure their persons, or with violence to take their 
property, or to change the good customs which they have had until now in whatever region 
they inhabit. 
Besides, in the celebration of their own festivities, no one ought disturb them in any way, 
with clubs or stones, nor ought any one try to require from them or to extort from them 
services they do not owe, except for those they have been accustomed from times past to 
perform. 
...We decree... that no one ought to dare mutilate or diminish a Jewish cemetery, nor, in order to 
get money, to exhume bodies once they have been buried. 
If anyone, however, shall attempt, the tenor of this degree once known, to go against it...let 
him be punished by the vengeance of excommunication, unless he correct his presumption 
by making equivalent satisfaction.” 
Sicut Judaeis of Alexander III 
 

Source 6 
... therefore, we in, in requital of their crimes and for the honor of the Crucified, have 
banished them from our realm as traitors. We... do hereby make totally null and void all 
penalties and usuries and whatsoever else... may be claimed on account of Jewry... pay the 
amount to us at such convenient times as may be determined by you.  
Edict of Expulsion of King Edward I of all Jews from England, 9th of Av 1290 

 
Source 7 
From that time forward these Jews conspired to chase this innocent child from the earth’s 
face. Down a dark alley-way they found and hired a murderer who owned that secret 
place; and as the boy passed at his happy pace this cursed Jew grabbed him and held him, 
slit his little throat and cast him in a pit. 

Geoffrey Chaucher, Canterbury Tales, the Prioress’s Tale 
 
Source 8 
“Altogether, there have been about 150 recorded cases of blood libel (not to mention thousands 
of rumors) that resulted in the arrest and killing of Jews throughout history, most of them in the 
Middle Ages... In almost every case, Jews were murdered, sometimes by a mob, sometimes 
following torture and a trial.” 

Harvard Professor of History, Walter Laqueur 



3 
 

Source 9 
1348 – 1349 THE BLACK PLAGUE (Europe) 

Though many Jews were among the dead, they were accused by local church leaders and 
tortured to confess that they had poisoned the wells (Chillon) in order to kill Christians. 
During the next few years - despite the protests of Pope Clement VI - over 60 large and 150 
small Jewish communities were destroyed as a direct result of these accusations. These 
included untold atrocities in cities such as Basel, Cologne, Strasbourg, Worms, Zurich and 
others.   

 
1348 June, NORTHERN SPAIN 

Black Plague massacres began in Barcelona and Cervera. 

 
1348 September 21, PLAGUE RIOTS SPREAD TO SWITZERLAND 

Bern, Chillon, Zurich. In the Castle of Chillon on Lake Geneva, Jews under torture admitted 
to being given poison to place in wells around Venice. 

 
1348 September 26, POPE CLEMENT VI 

Issued a Bull contradicting the libel against the Jews. In it he stated that the Jews were 
suffering just like the rest of Europe. Other rulers issued similar denunciations, but to little 
effect. 

 
1348 November 22, RIOTS REACHED BAVARIA AND SWABIA (Germany) 

Jews in eighty towns including Augsberg, Munich and Wurzburg were attacked. 

 
1349 January, - August, ATROCITIES (Germany) 

Spread from city to city up the Rhine; cities included Strasbourg, Worms and Cologne. 

 
1349 January 16, BASEL (Switzerland) 

The guilds brought up charges against the Jews accusing them of poisoning the wells. Despite 
an attempted defense by the town council, 600 Jews together with the rabbi were burned to 
death. One hundred and forty children were taken from their parents and forcible baptized. 
The victims were left unburied, the cemetery destroyed and the synagogue turned into a 
church. The remaining Jews were expelled and not readmitted until 1869. 

 
1349 January 22, SPEYER (Germany)  

The Jewish community was destroyed. The Jewish inhabitants were either killed, converted or 
fled to Heidelberg. All their property - including the Jewish cemetery - was confiscated. 
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1349 February 14,  VALENTINES DAY (Strasbourg) 

Earlier that month, a riot ensued in the town after corn prices fell. The Jews were accused of a 
conspiracy. The mayor and some members of the city council had voted against the action 
and were removed from office by the tradesmen. The entire Jewish population (2000) was 
dragged to the cemetery and burned to death. Only those who accepted Christianity were 
allowed to live. The new council voted that Jews could not return for 100 years and their 
property and possessions were divided amongst the burghers. Within 6 months Emperor 
Charles IV pardoned the town council for the murders. 20 years later, Jews were re-admitted. 

 
1349 February 22, ZURICH (Switzerland) 

Although the town council initally tried to protect the Jews of the town, they were forced to 
give in to the mob, resulting in the murder of many of the Jewish inhabitants. 

 
1349 March 1, (10 Adar I 5109) WORMS (GERMANY) 

Riots broke out in the town. Many Jews fled to Heidelberg, others in desperation set fire to 
their homes or were murdered. An estimated 420 people died that day. Their property was 
seized by the town. 

 
1349 March 21, ERFURT (Germany) 

After a mob marched into the Jewish quarter carrying a flag with a cross, the Jews tried to 
defend themselves. Over a hundred Jews were killed and much of the ghetto burned. 

 
1349 August 23, COLOGNE (Germany) 

As the riots began, many of the residents took shelter in the synagogue. When it was attacked 
as well, the Jews inside set fire to it rather then be taken by the mob outside. Most of those 
who had not taken refuge in the synagogue were also murdered. Their property was 
confiscated by the Church, with the municipality and the Count of Juelich each fighting over 
their share. 

 
1349 August 24, MAYENCE AND BRESLAU (Germany)  

After a mob marched into the Jewish quarter of Mayence carrying a flag with a cross, three 
hundred young Jews tried to defend themselves. Although as many as 200 of the attackers 
were killed, they soon overcame the defenders. Rather then be converted, the Jews set their 
houses on fire. 6,000 Jews died and another 4,000 died in Breslau. 

 
1349 September 29, ALBERT II (Austria)  

After an attack on the Jews at Krems, Albert II forcibly ended the riots. Austria was thus one 
of the few places of relative security in Europe. 


