
Muktzeh: Miggo, Bosis and Designating Items as Useful 

Review: defining muktzeh, what is prohibited to do with a muktzeh item, permitted methods of removal, different 
categories of muktzeh 

Last Week’s Questions: diaper pail, matches, lemon peel and orange peels, schach and sukkah decorations, fruit and 
nuts mixture, making a cell phone into a toy (defined below) 

Concept of “Miggo” 

There is a halachic concept with regard to muktzeh that the state of being “prepared” or “unprepared” (and therefore 
muktzeh) depends on the items status at the time of bein hashemashos. If the item is “prepared” at bein hashemashos, 
then it is not muktzeh. If it is “unprepared” by Bein HaShemashos, it is mukzeh for the entire Shabbos, even if something 
were to occur which changes its status over Shabbos. 

Bein Hashemashos is the time between sunset and nightfall. 

EXAMPLES: 

1. If an expensive picture is hanging on the wall, then it is muktzeh machmas chesron kis (due to its value). Yet, if it 
falls down on Shabbos and becomes damaged and is no longer valuable, it retains its muktzeh status for the 
entire Shabbos regardless of the fact that it is no longer valuable. This is because an item retains its muktzeh 
status depending on what its status was by bein hashemashos. 

2. If a drawer contained muktzeh items before Shabbos, which were somehow spilled out on Shabbos, the drawer 
retains its muktzeh status for the duration of Shabbos. 

3. If schach falls off a sukkah, it retains its muktzeh status for the duration of Shabbos or Yom Tov, even though it 
no longer fulfills a mitzvah purpose. 

(There are some exceptions to the above rule, such as food which naturally becomes edible over Shabbos . Consult with 
a halachic authority for clarifications.) 

Bosis 

A “Bosis” is defined as a base to a muktzeh item, meaning the surface upon which a muktzeh item rests. Halachically, the 
base for a muktzeh item retains the same muktzeh status as the item it holds. For example, a tray for a candlestick is 
forbidden to be moved on Shabbos, since it is a base for the candlesticks and therefore is muktzeh. This is despite the 
fact that the tray itself serves no muktzeh purpose. HOWEVER, since it is a base to a muktzeh item, it retains the 
muktzeh status as the item it is holding. 

NOTE: Many exceptions apply, as we will see below. 

Rule 1: The non-muktzeh object becomes  a bosis when its exclusive purpose is for the muktzeh object.  

Examples:  

- A wallet’s purpose is to hold money. Therefore, the wallet has the same muktzeh status as the money.   
- A pencil case is intended to hold pencils. Therefore, it has the same muktzeh status as the pencils. 

Rules 2: Exceptions to Rule of Bosis: 

1. Item Must Be Put There Unintentionally 



- If a muktzeh item is placed on a surface without intention for it to remain there, then it does not make the 
surface a bosis. There are 3 categories that are considered “unintentional” 

a. Unintentional placement 
i. Refers to a situation where muktzeh items were placed on a surface inadvertently. 
ii. Examples: Coins falling onto a chair before Shabbos. A toddler placing a rock on a table. 

(Toddlers are not considered to have viable intent for actions.) 
b. Unplanned placement during the week 

i. A situation in which a muktzeh item was deliberately placed on a surface without conscious 
thought to leave it there for Shabbos.  

ii. HOWEVER, if the usual place of storage for that item is in that location then it does become 
a bosis. 

iii. Examples: A woman placed money in her coat pocket when receiving change from the store. 
She does not usually do this, as she usually places the money directly in her wallet. The coat 
pocket does not become a bosis. HOWEVER, her husband places money into his shirt 
pocket, as he usually does. This pocket does become a bosis since this is the usual place for 
the money. [Note: Of course, the money is muktzeh regardless. The question is whether the 
garment is ALSO muktzeh now or not.] 

iv. A teenager places the scissors into one of the drawers in her room, without paying 
attention, during the week. The drawer does not become a bosis. HOWEVER, if she has an 
“arts supplies” drawer and she puts the scissors there during the week, then it is a bosis, 
since that is its usual place of belonging. 

c. Placement on Friday with plans to remove before Shabbos 
i. Usually, when items are placed somewhere on Friday, the understanding is that that is 

where it will remain until after Shabbos and therefore it becomes a bosis. HOWEVER, if one 
put it down with the intention to move it before Shabbos, then the surface does not 
become a bosis and is not muktzeh. 

2. Item Must Be Put There By Owner 
a. A non-owner’s placement of a mutkzeh item on a surface CANNOT serve to make that surface into a 

bosis.  
b. Example: If a guest puts candlesticks on a table where they are not intended to be, then it will not make 

the table a bosis. 
3. Item Must be Put There Purposefully and Not Randomly 

a. The Hebrew term for this is “derech akroi” which means random placement. It refers to a situation 
where items are piled up, mostly due to lack of space. Since the items are just “piled” and not 
intentionally placed in any location, according to many opinions, the lower items do not become a bosis. 

b. Examples 1: If there is food piled in a freezer and raw meat is placed on top of a kugel, then the lenient 
opinion will state that the food on the bottom is not a bosis and may be moved. Therefore, one may 
slide out the kugel and leave the meat in the freezer.  

c. Example 2: If food is piled in a pantry and a box of dishwasher soap is on top of a box of matza, then this 
lenient opinion will state that the lower items are not a bosis and can be removed. HOWEVER, since 
some are stringent, if there is another box of matza available, one should use that one. 

d. Basically, one should only rely on this leniency in case of necessity. 

Bosis to Muktzeh and non-Muktzeh Items 

If a surface holds both muktzeh and non-muktzeh items, then its status is decided according to the item which is more 
important. 



How is importance decided? 

The object which is greater in value is the one deemed more significant. However, if the non-muktzeh item is needed for 
Shabbos, even if it is less expensive, it is considered more significant and prevents the item from being a bosis.  

Example: If a drawer holds a calculator and a challah cover which is needed for the meal, then the drawer is not a bosis 
and may be opened to get the challah cover.  

For this reason, it is customary to place challahs on the table before Shabbos, since they are needed for Shabbos and will 
prevent the table from becoming a bosis, even if muktzeh items are also on the table. If the table is not a bosis, then it 
can be moved if needed on Shabbos.  

Doors do not become a bosis, since their primary function remains to serve the room by closing if off from the rest of 
the house.  

- Even if muktzeh items are handing on the door, it will not become a bosis.  
- However, one should ideally remove the muktzeh items so that one is not indirectly moving the muktzeh 

each time she opens the door.  
- This also applies to refrigerator doors. However, if muktzeh items are on the door, then it may still be 

opened, as mentioned above. 

Muktzeh Left in a Pocket 

If muktzeh is left (intentionally) in a pocket, then it depends on the type of pocket, whether the jacket becomes a bosis 
or not. 

Patch Pocket -  is considered an intrinsic part of the garment. If money is intentionally left in the pocket, then the entire 
garment is a bosis and may not be moved. 

Independent Pocket – is considered an accessory to the garment. If money is intentionally left inside, then the money 
must be spilled out, but the garment is not a bosis and may be work as usual. 

Muktzeh Left In A Drawer 

If muktzeh items are intentionally left in a drawer, then the drawer as well as the furniture become a bosis and may not 
be moved on Shabbos. 

However, in this case, too it depends on the kind of drawer that it is. 

Non-removable drawers are not considered a primary part of the table or desk and cannot make the table or desk a 
bosis to it. Therefore, even though the drawer may not be opened, the desk may be moved if needed. If possible, one 
should tilt out the muktzeh item before moving the drawers. 

Removable drawers, are considered an independent entity and are a primary part of the table and can make the table a 
bosis. Therefore, if there are muktzeh items in the drawer that are left there intentionally (and which are more 
significant than any non-mukzeh items in the drawer), then BOTH the drawer and the table become a bosis and neither 
may be moved on Shabbos. 

Examples: Night-table drawer, desk drawer 

 



Designating An Item For A Non-Muktzeh Use (e.g. Rock, Sand, Cell Phone, etc.) 

If one wishes to designate an item permanently for a permanent use, then all that is needed is a mental resolution to do 
so.  

Examples: 

1.  One may designate an old broken camera or cell phone to become a toy by mentally choosing it to be so 
(BEFORE SHABBOS, as discussed by “miggo”) and it is now considered as any other toy. If it is an old but not 
broken cell phone, then one should ideally do something to the cell phone (such as remove its battery) to 
indicate that it is a toy. 

2. If one wants to designate a rock as a door stop, all that is needed is to choose it before Shabbos and it can now 
serve as a door stop and is no longer muktzeh. 

If one wishes to temporarily designate an item for use, and its use is only intended for one Shabbos,then one must also 
render a physical change to make it suitable for its purpose.  

Examples: 

1. Chipping a brick down to size to use to hold up a table for first days of Sukkos and not permanently 
2. Sanding a log to make it more suitable as a surface for sitting on, while on vacation in Tahoe. 
3. Putting a rock in a plastic bag to use it as a door stop for a single Shabbos. 


