
Laws of Hot Liquids on Shabbos 

One of the 39 Melachos is Bishul/Cooking. The prohibition is defined as the causing of a change in the 
properties of a food or substance by use of heat. This applies to food (e.g. making a raw food edible) and 
to non-foods (e.g. causing wax to melt by pouring hot water on it). 

With regard to foods, the prohibition of Bishul is done by causing a significant change in the substance, 
when the food becomes edible. The halachic term for edible is Maa’chal Ben Derusai, the level of 
cooked that a fugitive would eat it at. Practically, this is either 1/3 or ½ cooked. This is probably 
determined based on the cooking time of the food.  

 With regard to liquids, they are considered as “drastically improved,” simply when they are warm. 
Therefore, they do not need to undergo any physical change for Bishul to occur; if they are warmed to 
the level of Yad Soledes, that is considered substantial and that would be the melacha of Bishul. 

Yad Soledes Bo is a matter of debate among the poskim, ranging from 104 degrees F (40 C) to 120 
degree F (49 C). Reb Moshe Feinstein determined the temperature to be 110 degrees F (43 C). 

Lukeward Bath Water 99-100 F (37-38 C) 
Average Bath Water 101 F (38.3 C) 
Hot Bath Water 104 F (40 C) 
Hot Tap Water (medium setting) 120-125 F (abt 50 C) 
Cup of Hot Coffee (with milk and sugar) 125 F (51.7 C) 
Class of Very Hot Tea 165 F (73.9 C) 
Hot Bowl of Chicken Soup in Bowl 180 F (82 C) 
 

In order to be permitted to reheat a liquid (i.e. by pouring a hot liquid into it), it needs to reach at least 
160 degrees F (71.1 C) to be considered fully cooked. Others require the liquid to be boiled before being 
reheated.  

Key Terminology and The Halacha 

Kli Rishon 

a. Refers to the original vessel that was directly on the flame (or source of heat).  
b. For example, an urn, kettle or pot of soup, or crock pot of hot food.  
c. HALACHA: The kli rishon is capable of cooking anything put within in until its temperature goes 

below yad soledes bo. 
d. Only an item which was cooked beforehand (and not baked) may be added to a Kli Rishon. For 

example, noodles or matza balls. (However, this leniency does not apply to soluble pre-cooked 
foods, such as salt or sugar, since a food which dissolves is considered by some to become a 
liquid, which may not be added to a kli rishon. 

e. The food may only be added if the kli rishon is off of the fire. 

Irui Kli Rishon 

a. This refers to the liquid that is poured from the Kli Rishon. 
b. It is somewhat less capable of cooking, but still has very intense bishul abilities. It can cook in the 

same way as a kli rishon, except that it does not “penetrate the outer surface.” 



c. HALACHA: One may pour from a Kli Rishon onto a container, since only the container will be 
cooked (or not cooked, rather) and the food is not cooked.  

d. One may also pour hot liquid into cold liquid (but not onto solid foods), as long as the liquid will 
not reach Yad Soledes Bo, and will only remain lukewarm. One may therefore add hot water to a 
cold cup of water to remove the chill before washing her hands. HOWEVER, one should not pour 
hot water into a wet container, since that will heat the droplets of water to Yad Soledes Bo. 

Kli Sheini 

a. Refers to the vessel that the hot liquid is poured into.  
b. For example, a coffee cup or soup bowl. 
c. HALACHA: The following foods may be added to a kli sheini BUT should only be put into the kli 

sheini after the liquid is already in the vessel. Otherwise, it would fall into the category of irui kli 
rishon. 

a. Foods which we have a mesorah to know that they are not easily cooked (kalei habishul) 
may be added to a kli sheini. These foods are water, oil and whole ginger and cinnamon 
sticks.  

b. Any drinks that are pasteurized (eg milk, commercial juices)  
c. Soluble and precooked solids (eg instant coffee, instant tea or sugar) may also be 

dissolved in hot liquids that are in a kli sheini 

Irui Kli Sheini 

a. Refers to the liquid pouring from the kli sheini onto the kli shelishi. 
b. HALACHA: It has the same halacha as a kli shelishi EXCEPT with regard to easily cooked foods. 

THEREFORE, tea bags must be put into the kli shelishi AFTER the water is already inside. 

Kli Shelishi 

a. Refers to the next vessel that the food is poured into. 
b. For example, one pours the water from an urn into a cup and then from the 1st cup to 2nd 

cup. 
c. HALACHA:  

a. Opinion 1: It is not capable of cooking most foods, except for those foods that we 
know are extremely sensitive to heat – eg raw eggs, tea leaves or very salty fish (eg 
Spanish mackerel). According to most poskim, those foods can be cooked in a kli 
shelishi, and therefore may not be added to a Kli Shelishi on Shabbos.  

b. Opinion 2: Rabbi Moshe Feinstein paskens that a kli shelishi is not capable of 
cooking at all, and therefore he permits one to use a tea bag (which is composed of 
tea leaves) in a kli shelishi.  

c. Based on this psak of Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, one can avoid most bishul related 
problems on Shabbos by using a kli shelishi to prepare hot drinks. 

Kaf-Ladle 

a. The ladle which removes food from the Kli Rishon may be considered a Kli Sheini, since it is not 
the original container in which the food was cooked. However, if it remains immersed in the pot, 
it may retain and attain the intense heat of the Kli Rishon, and thus acquire its status. 

b. Leniency: One may rely on the status of a ladle as a kli sheini, (a) if the ladle was not left in the 
pot and (b) in order to add a baked item into the bowl of soup. HOWEVER, one may not ladle 



soup directly onto any uncooked item (e.g. spices, vegetables, bread crumbs or any uncooked 
liquid). 

Other Halachos: 

One may not put a liquid or any uncooked solid food in an area where it can reach yad soledes bo, even 
if one plans to remove the food before it reaches that temperature. For example, one may not place 
frozen milk near the blech to thaw if it could reach Yad Soledes. One may also not place a baby bottle on 
a radiator, if it could eventually become Yad Soledes. This is because one is liable to forget, and 
transgress the melacha d’oraisa of Bishul.  

 

Practical Applications 

Hot Water 

Tea Bags 

Tea Essence, hot or cold 

Coffee Bags 

Adding Milk and Sugar 

Adding Freshly-Squeezed Lemon Juice 

Hot Cocoa 

Adding Baked or Fried Croutons to Soup 

Adding Matza to Soup 

Adding Matza Balls to Soup 

Adding an Ice Cube to Soup 

Adding Noodles to Soup 

Adding Spices to Soup (salt, black pepper, crushed garlic cubes)  


