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Hilchos Yom Tov 
Hachana – its ongoing application on Yom Tov 
 
Washing Dishes 
Washing dishes on Yom Tov is sometimes permitted, sometimes permitted with hot water, and sometimes completely 
forbidden. 

- Issue #1: Hachana 
o One may not prepare for the next day of Yom Tov on the first day, but one may wash all dishes of a kind 

that are needed for that day of Yom Tov (e.g. if one needs a bowl, one may wash all the bowls since they 
are all suitable for the intended use) 

- Issue #2: Bishul – only permitted for that which one expects he or she will actually need on Yom Tov. So, one 
may wash the single bowl he needs with hot water, but the rest with cold water. However, if the tap is already 
running, he may let the water continue to flow while he washes the rest of the dishes. BUT, if the water is 
turned off, one may not turn it on hot for washing dishes one may not use. 

Practical Applications 

- If you have other dishes, one may still wash the dishes one used for the night meal, as long as he will use those 
dishes for the day meal. BUT, in this case one may not turn on the hot water tap to wash the dishes. 
Furthermore, some poskim state that one should not wash the dishes at all, since in reality one is doing so with a 
post-Yom Tov preparatory state of mind, and that it is better to not wash the dishes on Yom Tov at all. 

- Dishes that were dirty before Yom Tov may not be washed on Yom Tov, even with cold water, due to the 
prohibition of tircha (unnecessary exertion on Yom Tov). BUT, if one did leave such dishes over and one needs 
them, then one is permitted to wash them in the same manner that one would wash dishes on Yom Tov (as 
described above). 

- Soaking or Rinsing Dishes which will not be needed on Yom Tov is forbidden under hachanah. HOWEVER, one 
is permitted to rinse dishes in order to prevent the food from hardening and becoming difficult to wash later, 
BUT one may not use hot water in this washing. 

- Silverware which may become ruined, may also be washed, but also not with hot water. 
- If the dishes are not needed but cause discomfort, then one may wash them since that is a Yom Tov need, and 

it is being done in honor of Yom Tov. 
- Using SOAP or DETERGENT: One may not use a bar of soap, but one may use liquid soap (and and it is preferable 

to add water to it to make it a looser consistency). 
- Using SPONGES OR SCOURING PADS is forbidden on Yom Tov, because it is inevitable that water will be wrung 

from them. But, one MAY use a synthetic pad with fibers that are widely spaced, or a nylon bottle brush or a 
rubber scraper. 

- Storing Dishes in a Dishwasher is permitted, and they may be put into their proper position, but due to boreir, 
they may not be sorted. (Note: A dishwasher may not be used on Yom Tov, even if turned on by a non-Jew or an 
automatic timer.) 

Bishul (Cooking) 

- One is only permitted to cook on Yom Tov for the needs of that day. Since food generally tasted better when it is 
freshly cooked, it is permitted to cook on Yom Tov even that which could have been cooked beforehand. This is 
true even if one could refrigerate or freeze the food – he may still make it fresh on Yom Tov.  

- The exception to this rule is food which will not be affected by being cooked before Yom Tov – e.g. cooked fruit 
or Jello.  

o If one did not cook the above foods before Yom Tov, then one may only cook it on Yom Tov with a shinui 
– e.g. by first putting the pot on the fire and then adding ingredients, or the reverse – depending on 
which is the usual way to cook the food.  
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o If, however, one only received the food item on Yom Tov, then one may cook it on Yom Tov in the usual 
manner. 

COOKING MORE THAN IS NEEDED  

- When cooking on Yom Tov, one need not calculate the exact amount. One may prepare enough food to ensure 
that each person can have as much as they wish. 

- Ribui Bishiurim is a halachic term which means that while doing a permitted melacha, one may cook a little more 
than needed, even though the extra amount will not be used that day. However, three conditions must be met 
in order to permit this: 

o The entire amount must be cooked at one time: 
 e.g. one may not add meat to the pot after it is on the fire because that is a separate act of 

cooking.  
 Also, frying individual portions of food – e.g. blintzes – may not be done for the next day, as 

each time one turns over the piece of food that is a new act of cooking, and may only be done 
for food needed for that day.  

 Similarly, peeling extra vegetables is not permitted, as each act of peeling is a separate melacha. 
o No extra effort may be involved in cooking the extra amount. So, adding water to a kettle is permitted, 

but breading extra pieces of chicken is not permitted. 
o One may not mention that one is doing more that is needed for Yom Tov. 
o One may add food to a pot to enhance flavor of food (e.g. add more chickens to a soup) 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS 

- Roasting a whole chicken is permitted even if one will not eat it all on Yom Tov. Breading additional pieces of 
chicken is not permitted. 

- One may not make a larger kugel than necessary, because peeling the extra potatoes is forbidden on Yom Tov. 
- Frying extra food is forbidden on Yom Tov for a future day of Yom Tov. 
- Making stuffed cabbage or kreplach is not permitted for a future day of Yom Tov. However, if they are all 

prepared before Yom Tov, they may all be put into a pot on Yom Tov. 
- Cooked fruit or jello should be prepared before Yom Tov. If they were not, they may only be prepared with a 

shinui on Yom Tov (as described above). 

Marinating and Salting 

- Since food which is pickled is not adversely affected by being prepared before Yom Tov, one is forbidden to 
pickle food on Yom Tov. 

- Salting vegetables lightly is permitted on Yom Tov, but salting heavily is only permitted as it is on Shabbos (i.e. 
salt each piece individually or dilute the mixture by adding oil) 

- Preparing Salt Water – according to some poskim, it is permitted on Yom Tov without restrictions, and according 
to other poskim, it is a problem to make it on Yom Tov. It is best to make it before Yom Tov or Shabbos. If one 
did not do so, see below for alternative options. 

- If one did not do prepare the salt water before Yom Tov or Shabbos, and one must make salt water for the seder 
that evening, then the salt must be less than 2/3 of the mixture. (And, if possible, make the water with a shinui, 
i.e. salt first and then add water into the bowl.) 

Muktzeh 

- Unlike on Shabbos, inedible foods are not muktzeh on Yom Tov, since they have a use and may be cooked on 
Yom Tov. 

- Similiarly, candles and matches are not muktzeh on Yom Tov, since they may be used for a Yom Tov use. 
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Sechita (Extracting) 

- Same halachos as Shabbos, except that that which is permitted for all fruits (except olives and grapes) on 
Shabbos, is also permitted for olives and grapes on Yom Tov.  

- This mean that (a) you can squeeze juice of all fruits (including olives and grapes) onto a solid to  
o enhance its flavor OR  
o if most of the liquid is absorbed by the solid.   

- You may also squeeze excess liquid out of a food (e.g. oily latke or oil from tuna) in order to enhance its flavor. 
With regard to tuna, unlike on Shabbos one may use the cover of the can to squeeze out the oil on Yom Tov AND 
one need not do this right before the meal. 

Boreir (Sorting) 
PERMITTED SITUATIONS 

- Selection which is normally done while preparing food, and which cannot be done equally well before Yom Tov 
is permitted on Yom Tov, in its usual manner, and even with a specialized utensil.  

- Included in the permitted activities is peeling vegetables. 
- EXCEPTION: One must do the boreir in the easiest manner possible, and that which requires the least effort, and 

not do it a manner which is more tedious (unlike on Shabbos, where you must take the good from the bad, 
regardless of the fact that it may take more work). So, if one has a bunch of grapes, and some are spoiled, one 
should remove the spoiled grapes from the bunch and not vice versa. 

- Also, one may not sort something which will only be used after Yom Tov.  
- Additionally, one may not use a utensil which is commonly used for large scale sorting (e.g. a sieve, but a 

strainer for pasta is fine) 

SITUATIONS IN WHICH BOREIR MAY ONLY BE DONE WITH A SHINUI 

- If a mixture could have been sorted with equal results before Yom Tov, one may only sort it on Yom Tov with a 
shinui. The shinui used in this caseis to sort it as one would do on Shabbos (taking good from bad). 

- For example, sorting silverware or laundry can be done before Yom Tov, and if one neglected to do so, then one 
may only do it on Shabbos with a shinui, meaning by only taking the pieces one needs, and not sorting the whole 
mixture. (If the mixture did not yet exist before Yom Tov, e.g. if the silverware only became mixed on Yom Tov, 
then one may sort it in the usual fashion.) 

PROHIBITED BOREIR 

- Boreir which is usually done in large quantities (e.g. sifting flour) may not be done on Yom Tov. Even in a 
permitted boreir situation, one may not use utensils which are normally used for selecting large quantities (e.g. a 
sieve) at all on Yom Tov. 

Other PERMITTED examples of boreir IF DONE FOR THE SAME DAY: 

- Using a perforated spoon, straining soup, letting tea drip out of a teabag, wrapping lemon in cheesecloth before 
squeezing out its juice, removing cluster of seeds from cantaloupe, removing seeds from watermelon, removing 
bones from fish or meat, washing fruits and vegetables (BUT they should not be soaked in a  bucket to separate 
dirt, because this is a weekday activity, so wash lettuce before Yom Tov),  sorting sefarim in a shul (if they may 
be used that day), sorting cutlery (if it was mixed together on Yom Tov) which is needed for the day’s meal. 

- With regard to removing dirt from drink, fat from meat or skimming soup, some poskim hold that you should 
remove the unwanted item with some of the good. Other poskim hold that you can just remove the unwanted 
item. 
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Tochein (Grinding) 
There are 3 different halachic categories of grinding on Yom Tov. 
TOTALLY FORBIDDEN 

- Foods which are normally ground in large quantities (e.g. flour) may not be ground on Yom Tov. 

PERMITTED IN ITS USUAL MANNER  

- Foods which do not grow from earth may be ground on Yom Tov, even using a grater. (On Shabbos, this is only 
permitted without a grater.) However, if it is a food which could have been ground before Yom Tov without any 
ill effects, then it may only be ground with a shinui (e.g. upside-down grater or without a plate underneath – 
straight onto the counter). 

- Foods which were previously ground, may be ground again on Yom Tov, even using a grater, and without a 
shinui (e.g. making matza meal, since the flour was already ground before it was made into matza). 

- Foods which deteriorate if ground in advance may be ground on Yom Tov, in its usual manner. One may even 
use a specialized instrument – e.g. a potato masher or grater. Examples include: bananas, potatoes, apples, 
vegetables for salad and onions. They may all be chopped and even into tiny pieces with a specialized 
instrument. 

- If the food could have been ground without any ill effects before Yom Tov (e.g. nuts), then one  should grind 
them before Yom Tov, and if one did not then one may only grind them on Yom Tov with a shiunui . As 
mentioned above, the shinui can either be to invert the utensil from its usual position (e.g. upside down grater) 
OR to grind the food onto a tablecloth or the counter, and not into a plate or bowl. 

- If a food will lose some, but not all of its flavor, if ground before Yom Tov, then one may grind it on Yom Tov, but 
only in the unusual manner described above. An example of this would be grinding horseradish root for the 
maror at the seder. Other examples are pepper, other spices and cheese. 

REVIEW QUESTION: Based on the above, if you neglected to prepare charoses before Pesach, how can you 
prepare it on Yom Tov? (In my recipe, charoses is made out of chopped nuts and apples, mixed with ground 
cinnamon and some wine) What if one did not grind marror before Yom Tov? What if one wants to make an 
Israeli salad with small pieces and freshly ground pepper? 
 

UTENSILS WHICH MAY NOT BE USED ON YOM TOV 

- Utensils which are normally used for large scale grinding may not be used on Yom Tov. An example of this is a 
mill. 

Lisha (Kneading) 

- If one can do the kneading before Yom Tov without any loss of flavor, one is required to do so. If one neglected 
to do so, then one must do it with a shinui on Yom Tov. 

- In most cases, a food mixture will lose some of its flavor if prepared earlier, so it is usually permitted to do it in 
the regular manner on Yom Tov. 

- Examples: Kneading dough, making instant potatoes, baby cereal, tuna or egg salad or denture paste (powder 
which is sprinkled on false teeth to make them adhere firmly) are all PERMITTED ON YOM TOV. 

Opening Packages  

- All packages should be opened before Yom Tov. (Basically the same halachos as Shabbos.) 
- If one did not open the package - one may tear open a bag in a destructive manner in order to get an item for 

Yom Tov (e.g. puncture a hole in a cardboard carton, or puncture a cap of a soda bottle, or open a metal can 
partway or with a  hold in bottom) 

- One may open a box drink on Shabbos or Yom Tov with the straw. 
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Eruv Tavshilin 

When Erev Shabbos falls on a day of Yom Tov, one is rabbinically prohibited to do any preparation for Shabbos on Yom 
Tov, due to the prohibition of hachana. 

In order to be able to prepare for Shabbos on Yom Tov, one must make an eruv tavshilin. An eruv tavshilin is done as 
follows: One prepares a cooked food and a baked food, and holds them both in his right hand and recites the beracha, 
“asher kidishanu bimitzvosav vitzivanu al mitzvas eruv.” He then continues by reciting the following text (in Aramaic, and 
in whatever language one understands): With this eruv, let it be permitted for us to bake, cook, insulate, light candles, 
make preparations and do all of our needs on Yom Tov for Shabbos. 

Details Regarding the Eruv  

- The baked item should preferably be matza (or bread when it is not Pesach), but if one has none left, he may use 
a baked item of the five grains.  

- The cooked item is the primary component of the tavshilin. Therefore, if one only uses a baked item, bidieved, 
his eruv is not valid. 

o For this reason, if one cannot hold both foods in his right hand, then he should at least hold the cooked 
item in his right hand. If he cannot hold any, then he may say the eruv while having the food in front of 
him. 

o The cooked item should be a food which normally accompanies bread – e.g. fish, meat, poultry or an 
egg. 

o It should preferably be cooked specifically for the use of the eruv, or at least prepared specifically for 
use on Shabbos. However, bidieved it is valid even if it was not cooked specifically for Shabbos use. (The 
baked item need not be baked specifically for the eruv tavshilin.) 

- The eruv must remain intact in order for it to permit Shabbos use. If it was lost or eaten, then one may not cook 
for Shabbos on the basis of the eruv, unless a kezayis is still left. However, one may rely on the leniencies of one 
who has forgotten to make an eruv as we will discuss below. To ensure that the eruv is not lost or eaten, one 
should store it in a safe place until Shabbos. 

- Since the food items have been elevated for use in the performance of a mitzvah, it is preferable to use it for as 
many mitzvos as possible, e.g. to use the matza as part of lechem mishna for each of the Shabbos meals, and 
then eat it during Shalosh Seudos. The cooked item should also be eaten at one of the Shabbos meals. 

- One should establish the eruv on Erev Yom Tov.  
o If he neglected to do so, it can still be done during bein hashemashos.  
o If he remembered after leaving to shul, he can call home and ask one of the household members to 

make the eruv.  
o If this is not possible, he should return home to make the eruv, unless he will miss davening mincha with 

a minyan. In this case, if possible, he should go to a nearby family’s house and make the eruv there.  
o If even this is not possible, he should say the following, “The bread and cooked food that I will take 

when I return home should from this moment be designated for an eruv tavshilin.” Upon returning 
home, one sets aside a cooked portion of food and matza for his eruv.  

- The custom is that the head of the household makes the eruv for the remaining members of one’s family, which 
includes one’s wife, single or married children and other guests who will be staying for Yom Tov. 
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If One Has Not Made an Eruv Tavshilin 

- If one has not made an eruv tavshilin, he may not cook for Shabbos on Yom Tov! However, there are several 
mechanisms though which one who did not make an eruv can be permitted to do meacha for Shabbos. 

- One option is to make the eruv on Yom Tov. As mentioned above, please speak to the rabbi as to how this is 
done. 

- If one is unable to do the above, one may rely on the Rav’s eruv, since it is customary for the Rav of each 
community to include the entire community in his own eruv. However, this does not exempt anyone from 
making his own eruv, and one may only rely on it if her inadvertently forgot or was prevented by circumstances 
beyond his control. One who was lazy or negligent may not rely on the Rav’s eruv. Furthermore, if a person 
forgot on 2 consecutive occasions to establish an eruv tavshilin, he may not rely on the Rav’s eruv, since he is 
deemed to have forgotten out of negligence. 

What is Permitted on the Basis of the Eruv Tavshilin 

- All melachos for food preparation which are permitted for Yom Tov needs, are permitted to be done in 
preparation for Shabbos, on the basis of the eruv tavshilin. 

- Ideally, the cooking should still be completed early enough that it would be suitable for serving if guests should 
arrive. However, if this was not done, the cooking may be done until candle-lighting time. 

- In a situation which involves preparation that involves a melacha unrelated to cooking (such as carrying a 
machzor to shul), one should try to find a way to derive some benefit from the melacha on Yom Tov itself. If this 
is not possible, it may still be done in preparation for Shabbos. 

- Preparation which does not involve melacha (e.g. setting the table for Friday night, or cleaning a room which 
will not be used until Shabbos) is permitted even though it is unrelated to the consumption of food. 

- One may not prepare on Thursday for Shabbos. The eruv tavshilin only permits preparing on Friday for Shabbos. 


