
Order of the Prayers 
The prayers were instituted corresponding to the Tamid offerings. Berachos 26a. Therefore, the order of the tefillos closely follows the 
architecture of the Beis HaMikdash. 
  
Section of Bais HaMikdash Actions done there Corresponding prayers 
Ezras Nashim Tehillim, learn, king read from Torah at 

hakheil, simchas bais hashoeiva (place of 
general assembly) 

Adon Olam, Netilas Yadayim, Asher Yatzar and Elokai Neshama 
Some also say Tehillim 

15 steps from Ezras Nashim to 
Israelite Courtyard 

 15 Birchos HaShachar, last blessing is arrival to Israelite 
Courtyard 

Israelite Courtyard Only Jews permitted to enter. Enter Gates of 
Nikano 

 . . . but we Your people, members of your covenant, children of 
Avraham, Your beloved  
And then Shema and acceptance of mitzvah of Kiddush H-
shem 

3 step Platform to Ezras 
Kohanim 

Area reserved for kohanim only Threefold blessing on Torah, with threefold Bircas Kohanim 
(from Chumash) and 2 more parts of Torah (Mishna, and 
Gemara) – total of three 

Mizbeach Place of Korban Tamid Parshas HaTamid and Eizehu Mikoman (laws of korbanos) 
“Bein Ulam V’Lamizbeiach” 
Has 12 steps leading up to the 
Ulam, which totaled 13 steps 

Higher Kedushah Beraisa of “Rabbi Yishmael says, ‘through thirteen rules, etc.’ 

Ulam – Antechamber leading 
to Heichal 

Area where crowns created by Zecharia 
(86:11-14) were placed In the window of the 
ceiling. Mishna tells us that young Kohanim 
would climb up golden chains that hung from 
the ceiling of the Ulam to see these crowns. 

These chains are alluded to by the words of the Pesukei 
Dizimra, which are linked and interconnected like a chain. 
Baruch She’amar – corresponds to the entrance of the Ulam, 
and Pesukei Dizimra is the actual Ulam. Symbolically leave 
Ulam with Yishtabach 
 

Heichal – “Holy Place” On the right is the shulchan and on the left is 
the menorah 

2 Blessings before Kriyas Shema.  
Yotzeir Or, which discusses material revelation of H-shem in 
our lives corresponds to the Shulchan and Ahavah Rabban, 
which asks for understanding of Torah, corresponds to the 
Menorah. 
(Also corresponds to 2 ways to achieve love and fear of H-
shem. Rambam – ‘upon reflecting on the awesomeness of the 



entire physical world and the grandeur of Creation, one is 
overcome with the desire to become close to the Creator.’ The 
other method is to find Him through Talmud Torah) 

Mizbach Haketores Produces “Reiach Nichoach Ha’Hashem”- 
symbolizes pure love and fear of H-shem. 
Here we offer our neshama to H-shem (as 
opposed to outer mizbeiach where we offer 
material-physical existence to Hashem) 

Shema Yisroel –acceptance of mitzvah to give even our lives to 
Hashem 

Paroches Separation before kodesh kodashim Tefillah of Geulah 
Kodesh Kodashim  Alone with Hashem. (During Shemoneh Esrei, ‘He should 

concentrate his thoughts towards the Holy of Holies’) 
Go Back to Heichal, Ulam, 
Azara 

 3 steps backwards. Repeat Shemoneh Esrei here in Azara, 
where nation gathered.  

Back to Ezras Nashim  Selichos, Reading Torah, Kaddish, Tehillim 
 
This, then, gives us an idea of the organization of our tefillos by our Sages and Prophets who used the architecture of the Bais HaMikdash as a 
blueprint for the order in which to be mispallel. This is why we call our prayerbook “siddur” which literally means “order” because the order 
of the tefillah is of the essence. 


