The Relevancy of Sinai

Introduction:

I: 10 Said the Kuzari:

“If the miracles experienced by the Children of Israel are the entire proof to any believer in the
Bible that there is a G-d in the world, than I see that have to ask the Jews, for they are the
descendants of the Biblical Children of Israel.” And so he summoned a Jewish sage, and asked
him about his faith.

I: 13 The Rabbi responded: “I, on the other hand, speak of tangible events as the basis of our
religion.”

I: 25 [2] The Rabbi said: “This is how I started to respond when you asked me about my faith. |
answered what | and the rest of the Jewish people are obliged to believe based on our first hand
encounter with G-d at Mount Sinai. We have passed down this account, without interruption,
from generation to generation, and so even today is as if we are eyewitnesses to the event.”
Section I:

1. The Account of the Event at Sinai

a. First Account: Exodus 19:16-21
b. Second Account: Deuteronomy 5:1-5 as well as 5:19-30

2. Relevancy to Future Generations - Mitzvah in the Torah: Deuteronomy 4: 9-15.

Ramban:

[Moshe in his recounting of Matan Torah] precedes the Ten ,OW 1IARIW MI2TT IPW aTIP 1M
Commandments by informing the people of a mitzvah: we must 927 oW1 KOW AwYN XY NIgNA I
never forget any of the details of the great event; as well as a positive 11357 7103 RYY RYTT 7OV 1
commandment that we are supposed to share the details of the event, | 3% 12 y*7uw qwy M¥na 71 ,02Ww°
including all that we experienced, in both the audible and visual Qw 7N 72 93 NI NI W
sense, with all of our descendants. JYRW R
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Section Il. Learning to Fear Hashem

1. Deuteronomy 4:9

But beware and watch yourself very well, lest you forget the things that
your eyes saw, and lest these things depart from your heart, all the days of
your life, and you shall make them known to your children and to your

children's children
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Ramban:

Be exceedingly careful about this verse. Itis in facta
“negative commandment.” Be hyper aware of
whence these mitzvahs cometh unto you. The
reason is simply that Hashem made this Great Event
in order that you learn to fear Him for eternity. And
you shall teach your children the same. Therefore
recall it and do not forget it.
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2. Question: Why must fear/awe precede all else?

Malbim 6:2

Do not do mitzvahs in the hope that you be rewarded:;
rather do them as a product of your subjugating
yourself to His will and out of yirah. By feeling the
greatness of the Creator as well as His loftiness — you
will respond by running, with awe, to do His bidding.
And what is the purpose in fear of Hashem? Fulfilling
His commandments. There is a concept “fear of
punishment” wherein one is motivated by survival.
However, Hashem desires “fear of loftiness;” in which
one is motivated to do the right things, by virtue of the
fact that they are indeed the right and best things.
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3. Fear Can Be Learned and Taught

But this fear of God, the Jewish fear of God, is nop
unclear vague feelings and moods or frame of mind; the fear o
to be “taught and learnt”. Repeatedly the Word of God spéé
R, here "Nk P . Equally so in Ch, XIV,23 'n my :
‘1‘*,'7'3#: and in Ch. XVIL19 &% % 1wyn%, and in Ch. XXXI

a3, The fear of God is acquired by learning and practicin
of God is a mental, a spiritual knowledge and a moral ability.
both together comprise the full conception of 9. The fi
this Jewish mental and moral art was given to us by God' H
‘what follows is a description of this lesson. Without sho
to us, He let us hear His Words, we heard but did not see
we became aware of Him in His Invisibility by His Wor
words of His Torah to us by which we entered into the everlas
with Him, This constant awareness of God the Invisible: Oy
Words, in the words which reveal His Will, this constan
is the meaning of fearing God, is the meaning of 71 NX iKY
to X9p, to call God to be present in our mind, our soul. Hei
the word of His Law, His Torah became His "name”, ie
He became present to us, by which we have to think of H
have never seen but indeed heard and there where th
Torah abides, there does "His Name rest”’, JWR 0ypna 99
ot 90 TPOR T IR NS atnh pynd w ow o ww pw‘? "
refer to it there).

4. A Parent’s Duty: Natziv 4:10

Parents should draw a description of the fear on that
day.
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Part 111 — A Fearful Experience

1. Necessity of the Practical Experience of Fear/Awe:

Mareh Yechezkel

There is a concept called “fear of sin.” This is different DOPYR RIW RO KD DPOR X 72 1200 w0 TIm
than “fear of punishment.” When one is afraid of sin, A9V RO RIT RV RIS DR WOV 1 RW KT
he/she is afraid of encountering sin in any form. For 731 707 71T 92 7AN22 ROW 199K 77793Y 97OH K20 R
that person is focused solely in fulfilling G-d’s Will... ARTI2 DT W2 ToR MDD PTAWR WD NP NI
This can only be accomplished by becoming aware of T9IBR 277 DY HNWOR R2Y KYW PTADNRY PRI
G-d’s constant attention. However, this would be NPAND NPT QTN YAV PO WEN ON 1IN AAwa
impossible without experiencing of awe of G-d. L3730 D02 PRn AR PR 7AW T apme PN
Therefore, Hashem showed the people His honor. At a''apn anh aRaT 2Py 1272 PR Y PARTR N
that time, they responded by being fearful and in awe of PTRIV TR RITT IP0IY IR MN2Y2 1720 NN
G-d. 1°15% P91 ANN2 INT2Y RON2

2. Sounds, Thunder and Lightning

Mahral — Derush al haTorah:

Sometimes Hashem strikes fear into the hearts of people unaccompanied by any real damage.
Thunder does this, quickening our heartbeat, and leaving us trembling....Sometimes, HKBH
visits tragic destruction upon the world. This destruction is not widespread, however. It is like
Hashem reaching down from the Heavens, with a fire that touches a specific place or two. This is
symbolized by lightning.... The worst, from a human standpoint, is destruction that is calamitous
because it wipes away everything. It is symbolized by the dark storm cloud that “sweeps away
everything, so that nothing at all remains.”

3. The People’s Reaction to hearing G-d’s word:

Talmud Bavli Shabbos 88a:
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4. Fear is the Beginning of Wisdom
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