Dinner Menu
CELEBRATING

ANNIVERSARY

Buﬀet
Mango Kale Salad

Strawberries, Spicy Pecans, Cucumber, Date Honey Dressing

Pomegranate Tabbouleh
Cucumber, Green Apple, Fresh Mint, Cilantro

Organic Sweet Corn Salad
Cherry Tomatoes, Red Onion, Olives, Fresh Basil

Mixed Green Salad
Cucumber, Tomatoes, Almonds, And Dried Cranberries, With Balsamic-Fig Vinaigrette

Truﬄe Pasta
Sautéed Wild Mushrooms, Capers, Sage, Truﬄe Oil, Fresh Black Truﬄes

Green Garden Basmati Rice
Basil, Mint, Chives And Rosemary, Garnished with Pomegranates

Roasted Seasonal Spring Vegetables
Orange Honey Glazed Chicken
Dried Fruits & Sesame

Braised Beef Brisket
Hot Pastrami Carving Station

Served Dessert
Personal Fondue Plate
Barry Callebaut Dark Chocolate Fondue with Dried Apricot, Marshmallow,
Toasted Almond Minicake, Strawberry, Banana, Date with Pecan, Nut Cluster
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Am Echad 1969-2020
1969: Six founding members started Am Echad as a small minyan in a private home.
1970: Members incorporated Am Echad.
1972: Am Echad moved to another private home, put up a mechitza, and solidified its position as
San Jose’s Orthodox shul. Rabbi Ahron Einhorn directed services from 1972 to 1974.
1974: Am Echad began a two-year series of moves in order to stay open.
1976: Rabbi Daniel Lapin served part-time at Am Echad during Shabbos services.
1977: Rabbi Daniel Lapin’s father, Rav Avraham Chaim Lapin zt’l, was invited to Am Echad to
conduct services for the High Holy Days. He and his wife, Rebbetzin Maisie a’h, stayed to lead
and build Am Echad for the next 14 years.
1978: Beth Hamidrosh Keser Torah and many shiurim were organized under the leadership of
Rav Lapin zt’l. The congregation had grown to 30 families.
1979: Am Echad continued to grow and moved into its first permanent facility in a storefront of
the Carriage Square Shopping Center. Two daily minyanim were inaugurated. Over the next nine
years, the shiurim expanded to a daily schedule with special Shabbos and weekday programs.
During this time, Am Echad grew to 60 families.
1988: Several subsidiary organizations formed to fulfill specific Torah needs. They included
N’Shei Agudath Israel for women, Gan Torah for preschool Torah education, Chevra Kadisha
for community burial needs and the Chesed Society.
1989: Am Echad’s continued growth brought about the move into our current home, a converted
Credit Union building on Meridian Avenue in San Jose. The congregation moved in for Rosh
Hoshana on September 28th, 1989.
Rav Lapin zt’l established the Beth Din of San Jose to adjudicate in all matters of halacha.
1990: Am Echad sponsored a youth group to encourage young people's participation in Torah
education.
1991: With unexpected passing of Rav Avraham Chaim Lapin zt’l, his son Rabbi Raphael Lapin
becomes the rabbi of Am Echad. He and Rebbetzin Chanie stay to lead Am Echad for the next
13 years. Rebbetzin Chanie would lead the Etz Chaim School during that time with tremendous
dedication, energy and mesiras nefesh.
1997: Mikvah Society of San Jose built 1st local mikvah.
1998: Following an extensive fundraising campaign that spanned two years, and through the
boundless generosity of many within the Am Echad community, the mortgage on the shul
building and social hall was paid in full.
2001: The founding of the Jewish Study Network in the Bay Area contributed to the growth of
the Am Echad community. JSN rabbis who lived in San Jose and became members of the
community along with their families include Rabbi Zev Jacobs, Rabbi Josh Marder, Rabbi
Gavriel Rudin, and most recently, the Rosh Kollel Rabbi Avi Lebowitz. Additionally, Rav
Menachem Levine was a part-time member of the JSN for the first four years of his tenure.
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...continued
2005: Rabbi Aaron Shushan a beloved rebbe at Eitz Chaim Academy, became the rabbi of Am
Echad in June 2005. He and Rebbetzin Viti returned to Israel in 2006.
2007: In August, Rabbi Menachem Levine became Rav of Am Echad. Under his leadership, Am
Echad grows both numerically and spiritually, with daily minyanim three times a day, and Torah
learning and classes on weekdays, Shabbos, and a weekly bais midrash night.
Avos U’bonim/Father and Son Learning starts meeting Motzei Shabbos and becomes a fixture in
the Kehila.
2008: First Daily Daf Yomi shiur starts given by Dr. Andy Hartman. In 2016 a second Daily Daf
Yomi commences, taught by JSN Rosh Kollel, Rabbi Avi Lebowitz.
2009: The sanctuary is renovated, with new paint and carpet, a new plaque installed on the
outside of the building, and a keilim mikveh was built. Over the next few years, multiple
aesthetic and security improvements are made to the shul.
2010: Am Echad celebrates its 40th anniversary with its first dinner in 20 years. The dinner
honored long-time members Chaim and Jimmi Roberts with Rabbi Paysach Krohn as speaker.
Since that time the Annual Dinner has become a yearly event. Honorees have been Dr. Andy and
Leah Hartman, Rav Menachem and Rebbetzin Rachelli Levine, Jonathan and Leah Kaye, Alex
and Rachel Sidorovsky, Shmuel and Fabienne Adler, Howard and Esther Rochel Klein, Gershon
and Adeline Bron, Meni and Chani Peretz, and Avrohom Aharon and Lara-Miya Milrod.
2015: San Jose Community Mikvah refurbished with the help of Rav Levine, Meni Peretz and
Mrs. Pat Bergman.
2016: Founding of Yeshiva Preschool of Silicon Valley by Rav Levine to provide a frum local
preschool in San Jose.
2017: In September, after ten years of planning and effort, bs’d the San Jose Community Eruv
was built. Rav Levine and Ephraim Lindenbaum created route in its entirety, including working
with the State of California Highway System Caltrans, to create an official eruv encroachment
policy for the entire state.
2019: Am Echad for the first time in its history reaches 90 member families.
2020: Am Echad celebrates its Jubilee Year celebrating Past, Present and Future. May it continue
to go from strength to strength. Mazal Tov!
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GUEST SPEAKER - Rabbi Zev Leﬀ
Rabbi Zev Leﬀ is one of Israel’s most popular
English-speaking Torah educators. Since 1983, he
has served as the Rav and Mora D’asra (leader of
the community) of Moshav Matityahu, a small
religious community located in central Israel, as
Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshiva Gedolah Matisyahu,
and head of the 20-member kollel on the Moshav.
Rabbi Leﬀ travels constantly to speak at schools,
yeshivot, seminaries, community centers,
and events throughout Israel and abroad.
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He has the rare ability to bring across a subtle
point of Torah learning with wit, humor and
analytical brilliance. Rabbi Leﬀ has also authored
books and countless articles. Rabbi Leﬀ received
his Semicha from the Telshe Yeshiva in Cleveland,
Ohio, where he studied under Rav Mordechai
Gifter, zt”l. In 1974, Rabbi Leﬀ became the rabbi of
Young Israel of North Miami Beach, where he
spent nine years building a thriving Torah
community.
While Rabbi Leﬀ served as a rabbi in Miami, he
worked with the National Conference of Synagogue Youth (NCSY) chapter based in his shul.
He also returned to teach at the Mesivta where
he had been a talmid more than a decade earlier.
Rabbi Leﬀ said:
“The lesson I learned many years ago at NCSY
conventions is that Judaism is not monolithic and
there are many legitimate approaches to
Yiddishkeit. This has been the guiding
philosophy of my life.”
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LETTER FROM RAV MENACHEM LEVINE
This year’s dinner falls on Tu Bishvat, the New
Year of Trees. Halachically, Tu B'Shevat is the
day of the year that separates the previous year
from the upcoming year with respect to fruits
grown on trees, since most of the rains have
already fallen in Israel by then. As a result, any
trees planted at that time are sure to take root
in the already rain-saturated ground. Therefore,
this is the day the rabbis designated to determine the fruits of the previous year's crop, for
purposes of tithing.
For this reason, Tu B'Shevat is a day of judgment for the trees, to determine
how bountiful they will be in the upcoming year based upon the merits of
the Jewish people. But as in all matters of halacha and mitzvoth, there is a
great moral lesson to be taught from this day as well.
In Vayikra (19:23) we ﬁnd the following commandment: "And when you will
come into the land and (you will) plant any tree for food...(for) three years it
(the fruit) shall be restricted to you, it shall not be eaten. This verse
describes the commandment known as "Orla," which forbids the consumption of a tree's fruits during its ﬁrst three years.
The Yalkut Shimoni explains that this verse is teaching us a lesson about
responsibility. The Yalkut explains that if each individual knew when his or
her life was going to end, the world would fall into a state of disarray. People
would not build. They would not plant. They would say "I am going to die
tomorrow. Why should I bother exerting any eﬀort that is only for the beneﬁt
of others!" For this reason, mankind was not given the knowledge of their
date of demise. Now, people will be willing to prepare for the future. Being
they might very well be part of that future, people will be ready to exert
eﬀort on something which they assume they will be around to beneﬁt from.
It was because of the dangers of a similar attitude that the commandment of
Orla was phrased in its particular fashion. G-d was telling the nation of Israel
"You will arrive at the land of Israel. You will ﬁnd it ﬁlled with beautiful fruits
and abundant crops - all of the best. You should not be satisﬁed with this.
You can not just sit back and enjoy what others have done in the past. Just
as others have toiled in the past so that you can presently enjoy the fruits of
their labor, you must in turn plant for the future, for your children and
generations to come." For this reason, the verse says "And when you will
come into the land and _you will_ plant any tree for food...."
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The part of the verse concerning the planting of trees is not merely a
preface to what should be done after planting; it is a commandment itself you will plant trees! G-d was concerned that the nation might be swayed by
a sense of egotism: "I have what I need, so why should I work on that which
only others will beneﬁt from?" The planting of trees is a perfect demonstration that egotism has not set in. Fruits do not appear instantly, and eﬀort is
needed to assure that any tree bears good fruit. Planting trees also provides
us with an important lesson: it is our responsibility to prepare for the future
and to assure that generations to come can do the same. Whether we do or
do not plant trees on Tu B'Shvat, we should remember that we are responsible for the future of the next generation. We must not allow ourselves to
become blinded by our own self-worth. We should merit to see our actions
bear beautiful fruits for years to come!
The trees planted in Israel express the hopefulness of the Jew, the stubborn
deﬁance of logic, the undying faith in deﬁance of icy reality that just as the
tree appears lifeless, dead and unable to weather the winter frost, yet, when
spring comes, the impossible becomes matter of fact, so will the life of the
Jew—although frozen and ice-bound—blossom forth once again.
There’s a story about Napoleon who came upon a shul in Eastern Europe
during his conquests. It was Tisha B’Av and he saw hundreds of Jews sitting
on the ﬂoor mourning the destruction of the 2 Temples in Jerusalem and the
loss of their land. He observed, “A people, who after so many centuries, can
still shed tears over the loss of its land and the destruction of its Temple, will
certainly regain it someday.”
He could have made the same observation over a Tu Bishvat celebration.
The hopefulness of the Jew, the stubborn deﬁance of logic, the eternal faith
in deﬁance of icy reality, is a great lesson of Tu Bishvat. We see that just as a
tree appears lifeless, yet when spring comes, the blossoms burst forth again,
so too will our nation, although seemingly frozen and ice-bound, blossom
forth once again.
Rabbi Mordechai of Lechovitz, founder of the Kobrin and Slonim Chassidic
Groups Noted: “Without Hakadosh Baruch Hu, one cannot even cross his
own threshold, and with Hakadosh Baruch Hu one can split the sea!”
As we celebrate Tu Bishvat tonight, acknowledging our connection with
trees, we are simultaneously celebrating the miracle and the achievement of
Congregation Am Echad reaching this great moment. It is a celebration of a
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shul that was founded in a house, and then upgraded to a storefront, and
moved into a proper building. It is a celebration of a community that has
expanded in numbers, grown in observance and together built a thriving
kehillah of Torah, chessed and shemiras hamitzvos. It is a celebration of the
great mesiras nefesh of the many individuals who gave of their time, energy,
money and love to bring Am Echad to where it is today. And, most of all, it is
due to individuals who believed that with G-d’s help, nothing is impossible.
Tonight, I join the Past, Present, and Future of Am Echad in commemorating
this great milestone and thank Hashem for bringing us to where we are
today. May the Am Echad Kehilla go mi’chayil l’chayil!
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
This past year saw the departure of several long-time
member families and the arrival of some new families as well.
The most prominent departure from our community was only
recently announced. After 13 years of dedicated service to
our community, Rabbi Levine has decided to move his family
to Chicago and to become CEO of a yeshiva there. I thought
it appropriate to try to capsulize what Rabbi Levine has
meant to our Kehilla.
More than anything else, Rabbi Levine has raised the level of our connection to
the Torah, and in particular our commitment to Torah study. He saw to it that there
were two daily Daf Yomi classes, weekly beis medrash , and a host of shiurim
oﬀered on weekdays and Shabbos.
He invited numerous prominent speakers during the year and for our annual
dinners to supplement and strengthen in-house
learning. He strengthened the annual “Seed Program”.
Maybe, even more importantly, he has led by example in
reaching out to every Jew and has tried to impress on us how every single Jew
matters. Coming from a family of Holocaust survivors has deﬁnitely inﬂuenced his
view of the “spiritual
holocaust” that we see today.
In a general sense, Rabbi Levine has motivated all of us to never be satisﬁed
with the status quo, to always strive to be better, to grow (“shteig”) both in our
mitzvah observance and Torah learning.
These few words cannot completely express how we feel about the Rabbi and
his family. Perhaps that will happen before he leaves. But for now, we want him to
know that we are a much stronger community than when he joined us and for that,
we owe him a tremendous Hakoros Ha Tov.
On the occasion of the Am Echad 50th Anniversary, we pay tribute to the many
people who laid the foundation of this wonderful community. Their vision and
tireless eﬀorts helped bring us to where we are today. A huge Yasher Koach to
them!!
May we have 50 more successful years at Am Echad and may we see the coming
of Mashiach soon!!

Andrew Hartman
President, Am Echad
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VICE PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Jonathan & Leah Kaye
All who own a share in this community have a personal day
zero, the moment that their Am Echad story begins. For us, it
was during the spring of 1991.
Although we considered ourselves married, that particular
milestone was not properly achieved until the summer of 1993.
Our chuppah was held on the bima of the shul, the same few
square feet of holiness where our three boys would have
their bris milah's and our daughter was named and what seemed like just moments
later, bar mitzvah boys would lein from the Torah. It is our Mount Moriah,
reappearing at all the crucial moments in the Chumash of our family's journey.
Our wedding reception took place in the social hall, the ﬁrst of many
,
each seudah occurring lock step with the milestone celebrated in the shul. The
community hosted sheva brochas, families opening their homes for our sake,
investing eﬀort and kindness in ways that we did not fully understand or
appreciate until years later. Many of these friends are no longer with us. If we
neglected to do so in the past, we thank them now, for the years of example and
nurture before our wedding and afterwards. There are a few friends that remain,
those who must have stood next to us at Sinai and who heaven decreed should
travel with us constantly. We sat at their table then and half a lifetime later, we sit
at their table now. This is the most signiﬁcant brocha of all.
Am Echad is older than us. It is older than our children and now their children too.
It is the patriarch of our Torah and the matriarch of our home.
In the annals of Am Echad history, we will celebrate this jubilee for just a few short
moments. The community marches forward while the past exists only in quiet
reﬂection. Soon we will turn our attention to the next occasion called upon for
greatness. Whatever its form and no matter how signiﬁcant its importance, it too
will quickly fade into the legacy of memories upon which Am Echad stands.
There are times that a comment or a picture or a friend from afar will jolt our past.
We will reminisce, recasting a version of yesterday, sometimes romantic and
sometimes raw. We wish we could tell all, the thousands of scenes that we have
been privileged to witness from our day zero onwards. We have seen the builders
and the unbuilders, those passing through and those wishing to stay. We have
seen those who embraced and those that rejected, those who thrived and those
who faded. It is a complex thing this shul, as complex as the Jewish nation itself.
All who have been here and all who follow, play their rightful part in ways
understood only by Heaven. This is the mysterious wonder of a community called
Am Echad.

Jonathan Kaye

Vice President, Chairman of the Board
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LETTER FROM REBBETZIN RACHELLI
There’s no place like Am Echad.
When people ask me why I moved from the
bustling Jewish city of New York across the
country to San Jose, California, I respond, “The
weather.” Then I answer honestly with the
statement above, that there’s no place like Am
Echad. There are three outstanding aspects of
Am Echad that I try to convey.
The ﬁrst, which is really what brought us here, is the community’s
tremendous desire to grow in their avodas Hashem. On the ﬁrst
Shabbos that we spent in Am Echad, on Parshas Ki Sisa thirteen
years ago, I was moved and impressed at the questions that
congregants were asking my husband. Those asking truly wanted to
know what the right thing to do was, how they could become more
knowledgeable and better Jews. I was impressed by their Kavod and
Derech Eretz towards my husband, and the way with which they
spoke with such reverence of Rav Lapin, zatzal. It was clear that he
and his Rebbetzin had laid the foundation of Kavod HaTorah upon
which the community continued to build.
And when we moved to San Jose, and I got to know the
community from the inside, I learned of a second trait that makes Am
Echad special. It is the achrayus, sense of responsibility, that
permeates the community. There is an innate understanding that
chessed cannot just be left for another person to do. It is a trait seen
in the warm welcomes extended to new faces at Kiddush, in the
hosting of families all year long by individuals who have their own
demanding schedules, in the chessed of the Chevra Kadisha,
in the support provided to new mothers, helping with meals and
childcare, in the checking (and ﬁxing!) of the eruv and in the setting
up and cleaning up of shul events.
This sense of achrayus/responsibility overﬂows to the children of the
community who recognize that their contributions are important.
I’ve seen bar mitzvah boys running to shul after a long day at school
to complete the early mincha minyan and children who made
lemonade stands and bake sales to raise funds when the Eruv was
being built.
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Finally, as beﬁtting its name, Am Echad is a place of Achdus. It is a
place where those watching hakafos on Simchas Torah can be
moved to tears at the sight of Jews from every community join
together and dance and sing as we celebrate the gift of Torah. This
scene of achdus is repeated at davening, at brissim, at the
Hachnossas Sefer Torah, at Shabbos Kiddush, on Yom Tov and at
Bais Midrash night.
Am Echad is a place, where Ashkenazim, Sefardim, Chabad Chassidim, Americans, Israelis, French,
Russians, Scots, Canadians and more unite as a single
community, understanding our role as Torah Jews and do our
best to live up to that.
My beracha to Am Echad on our 50th Anniversary is that the
community continue to shine as an example of a Torah community,
and that there should be many more places like Am Echad in the
Jewish world, places of growth in Torah and Avodas Hashem, of
community and individual responsibility and of Achdus.

Rebbetzin Rachelli
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Am Echad would like to thank
the Irwin Saks Charitable
Foundation, Inc.
(Miami Beach, Florida)
for graciously sponsoring
Rav Leﬀ's Visit L’Zecher
Nishmas Reb
Yitzchak ben Avrohom
Irwin Saks
Charitable Foundation

Gold Level Sponsor
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Ephraim, Lara
and Samantha Lindenbaum

Gold Level Sponsor
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ALISA BROOKS
I grew up in Am Echad. It was my introduction to shul and community. When
I was a kid I played in the coatroom, helped carry cookie trays for kiddush,
sat on the ﬂoor with a book during the drash. As I grew up, I joined the
adults, and watched many more kids run around the social hall or play
quietly on the ﬂoor.
But Am Echad was more than a community for me. It was more than a place
to connect through davening, to learn from outstanding rabbis with
exceptional Torah knowledge and values, to enjoy time with friends
(although it was those things, too). Am Echad was family.
I was shaped by Am Echad. Not just by growing up around Torah and Jewish
practice, but by growing up surrounded by the people in this community.
People who opened their homes; who listened, joked, and cared. But most
impactfully, people who modeled what a Torah life could be.
Am Echad is rich with extraordinary individuals who go above and beyond
for their community. People who quietly come to shul at inconvenient times
to help, to ﬁx, to clean, to build. People who give precious and scarce time
to do thankless, often invisible jobs (that are profoundly meaningful to the
individuals they help). People who ﬁght, quietly and loudly, for what our
community needs, be it a kollel, an eruv, a mikvah, a school. People who
courageously stand for their values, even when it’s hard, even when it puts
them at odds with their jobs, with their friends, with their families. Am
Echad is a community ﬁlled with people who believe, and who act on their
beliefs.
It was the people in this shul, including my amazing parents, who taught me
that a community doesn’t just exist; it is built and thrives based on the work
you put into it. If a job needs to be done, you don’t wonder who is going to
handle it—you go do it. If someone needs help, you help them; if they need a
meal, you invite them; if they need comfort, you oﬀer it. It sounds so simple,
but in my experience it’s actually vanishingly rare. We all struggle, and it’s
the easiest thing in the world to get lost in that struggle and forget that
others are struggling too. But the members of Am Echad don’t default to
the easiest thing. They rise to do the right thing.
I am unbelievably lucky just to have known the people in this community
and seen the example they set, let alone to have been given so much
mentorship, direction, and love by them. I grew up in Am Echad, and I’m
forever grateful.
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SIMA RYNDERMAN
Our shul has a unique structure - it is circular, without beginning or
end. Initially the building was a credit union before the Am Echad
kehila bought it and refurbished it; as a bank it facilitated the
transactions of material wealth for its customers, as a shul it
facilitates the acquisition of spiritual wealth for its members and its
attendees.
The building also reminds me of the Ark - not because of its shape
but rather because of its function. For me the shul is a refuge from
the turbulent world that swirls around outside of its wall. Am Echad
is a respite from the maelstrom of noise, traﬃc, technology,
commerce, politics, news, secular culture, and so much more.
On Shabbos morning I step into the building and into H-Shem’s warm
embrace. Here, now, there are no cell phones, no music, no screens
or newspapers, no distractions. I open a series of doors and very
soon I am in the inner sanctum. I feel reverence and awe. I am in the
presence of the Shechina and I am transformed.
As people trickle into the sanctuary my heart expands with joy. The
family is gathering. The children are coming home. When we gather
we bring joy to our Father in heaven and through prayers we secure
His blessings for ourselves, for our families and for the entire world.
The members of the Am Echad community rejoice in each other’s
simchas and shed tears for each other’s loss. We are one big
extended family. We are one.
How fortunate am I to be a member of this Kehilah. How fortunate
am I to be a precious child of H-Shem.
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Thanks to all of the wonderful people in the
Am Echad community who have been so
warm and kind by welcoming us into their
homes and their lives over the years. You
have helped and supported us in the hard
times and it really means a lot to both of us.
Thanks especially to Rabbi and Rebbetzin
Levine who have inspired us to work on
improving ourselves by growing in Torah and
bringing Hashem into our lives. Your hard
work and dedication to us and the community
is much appreciated. We will miss you
tremendously when the time comes for you
to explore new opportunities in the “windy
city”, the place where we were born. Our
bracha to you both is that you should
continue to inspire everyone you meet to
grow in Torah and maasim tovim. You and
your family should be blessed with health and
happiness so that you can continue your
mission of helping us all reach our potential
and bringing us all closer to Hashem.
Love,

Kevin and Tamara Fagan
Silver Level Sponsor
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In appreciation of the tremendous
work, Rav Levine did for our
community and his amazing
impact for all of the shul members
including me and my family. I
cannot imagine my life today
without his guidance and support.
We ware truly blessed to have the
Zechus of him being Am Echad's
Rabbi for so many years.

Anonymous

Silver Level Sponsor
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In honor of all of the Rabbanim and their
families that enrich our spiritual lives.
In honor of all of the Congregants of Am
Echad that exemplify Chesed and Charity
which makes our community so very special.
Finally, to the entire Am Echad family and to
those that do the big and small in a quiet and
respectful manner, which has allowed this
community to ﬂourish for these past 50 years!
May we be blessed with another 50 years of
Torah, Chesed, Prosperity, Success, and
Friendship!

Rochel and David Raccah

Silver Level Sponsor
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PAT BERGMAN
David (OBM) and I were there in June of 1970 at Dan and Shirley Nadel’s home on
Santa Inez when we decided to start a new congregation to be called Am Echad. This
small group set out to have a more traditional congregation than had been in San Jose.
After some ups and downs and moving around, the congregation was meeting in the
home of the Sonnenbergs when Rav A. H. Lapin zt”l, recently retired as Chief Rabbi of
Capetown, South Africa came to conduct High Holy Day services in 1977. Although he
was only supposed to stay for a month, it was HaShem’s blessing that he was here for
14 years (too short! from my viewpoint).
Rav Lapin made a tremendous impact on this community and on the many families
who were exposed to his teaching. Everything was taught through the lens of Mussar.
Sometimes we would spend weeks concentrating on one sentence because there was
so much to learn about how to conduct yourself and your relationship with other
people, whether it was the Torah portion, Pirkei Avos, Talmud, etc.!
Some of my fondest memories are Thanksgiving picnics at Natural Bridges State Park
on Santa Cruz beach with the congregation. Those who kept kosher brought the
cooked food; those who didn’t, brought paper goods, drinks, etc. We all had a
wonderful time! And baking hundreds of cookies for kiddush—we took turns doing
that.
Another memory is the Rav gave a shiur for men on Shabbos afternoon in the
Sonnenbergs’ dining room. There was a folding door to the living room and soon there
were more women listening behind the door, so the Rav made it an open-to-all shiur.
The Rav gave many shiurim and even weekly ﬂew to Los Angeles after Shabbos to give
shiurim down there. We attended shiurim on Friday evening between Mincha and
Ma’ariv, Shabbos morning after kiddush, Shabbos afternoon before Mincha,
Wednesday night women’s shiur, and Thursday night men’s shiur. The Rav inﬂuenced
many, many individuals and families to become observant, including us. Unfortunately,
many left San Jose to ﬁnd Jewish high schools (yeshivas), jobs, reunite with families,
etc.
One thing this congregation has always excelled in is hosting visitors. Because there
was no hotel or motel nearby, we had to have guests every Shabbos or holiday.
Sometimes ours were with us for a week or so because they were taking a class or
working on a project. We were blessed to have met people from all over the country
and the world at Am Echad. I occasionally hear from or run into guests that we hosted
many years ago.
I have only the best wishes of success for Congregation Am Echad and good health,
peace, safety, security and contentment for all its members and friends
Pat Bergman
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SOPHIA ZALK
THEN, NOW, AND ALWAYS
From the congregation's perspective, HaRav Avraham Chaim Lapin and his Rebbetzin
were the heart and soul of the Am Echad community. They became a part of every
family's life from birth to death. He answered questions at any hour of the day and late
into the night. If he didn't feel his knowledge covered a question, he would say he
needed to speak with a qualiﬁed Posek. That was most important.
They gave shiurim covering all Torah related topics. Notable was their ability to make
each person feel important and needed within the Kehilah.
For me, I left my day job in 1988 and wanted to do volunteer work. I got my wish and
became a Gan Bubby. My husband, Bert, and I began going to Shabbat services, which
was about 3 miles from our house.
In early 1991, Rabbi Lapin called, asking us to come to his apartment. Of course, we
kept ourselves busy wondering what we had done wrong. He began by asking if we
would take charge of the Journal and Dinner planned for June. I asked him if he had
gone through the Shul membership list and arrived at the Z's with nowhere else to go.
He said, yes! Bert (who never volunteered for anything) said we would.
We left the apartment, and I asked Bert if he had lost his mind? He thought it wouldn't
be much work. Ha! I worked day and night to complete the Journal and dinner plans.
Thankfully, they were a success.
Why so much work? Am Echad had a new home but no social hall. Kiddushim were in
the parking lot. Hal Dryan had oﬀered to match all contributions; the building began.
Rabbi Lapin sent me two letters during the interim. The ﬁrst was to give me chizuk to
continue, and the second to congratulate me on our achievement. I have those letters
in my scrapbook.
He called me back to his apartment. He had no help. He asked if I would be willing to
help. I said I would if he would promise never to call me his secretary. He agreed.
I worked with him and Rebbetzin Maisie until his death in November 1991. The loss to
the community and myself was immeasurable. I continued to help the Rebbetzin as
much as I could. I edited a cookbook and produced a concert on the Rav's yahrzeit.
In 1992, Bert and I bought a home in Israel and made plans to move. Soon after we left
our son, Dave and family joined Am Echad and continued our ties to the Shul.
Since then, the Zalk family has had brissim and Bar Mitzvahs at Am Echad. It has been
a blessing for me to attend most of them and to connect with members whom I have
known for decades. Seeing the Shul continue to grow and prosper over these years is
a joy. Am Echad will always be an integral part of my life and my history.
Sophia Zalk
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We wish to thank the many individuals and families that
have contributed so much of their time, love, and
resources over the past 50 years to make Congregation
Am Echad the warm, wonderful, nurturing community it
has always been, and still is today.
Congregation Am Echad was a great place to raise kids
to grow up Jewish. There was always so much Torah
learning available at many levels. Our children were
exposed to truly authentic models of living a Torah life.
Even as young children, they were always accepted and
loved by the community, from the Rabbi on down.
By joining this community we have been fortunate to be
surrounded by so many good, generous, inspirational
people. Many of them were the Rabbis of our Shul or
just Rabbi members of the Shul. Many of them were our
friends, and those relationships went beyond friendship
and became family. They have touched our lives, made
us better people and enabled us to grow spiritually.
Some have moved away, and unfortunately some are no
longer with us but they will all stay in our hearts forever.
So thank you to the ones that started this Shul 50 years
ago, the ones who worked - and continue to work - so
hard to grow it and keep it on the path of Torah and
Derech Eretz. We are eternally indebted to you all.

Jim and Jimmi Roberts
Full Level Sponsor
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A Heartfelt Mazal Tov to the entire
Am Echad Kehilla,
Old timers and newcomers alike,
Who ﬁll their days with Torah, Teﬁlla, and
Gemilut Chassadim,
and strive to make the place they stand a
mikdash me'at.
With gratitude for everything we have
learned here,
and everyone we have learned from,
Much love from the Adler family

Sam, Fabienne, Chaim Dovid,
Eli, Mimi and Benyamin

Full Level Sponsor
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Full Level Sponsor
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In Honor of My Grandparents Daniel and Della
Taub, who planted the seeds of Judaism in my
Soul. They also introduced me to the Founders
of Am Echad - Joe and Sheila Sonnenberg and all
the wonderful members. I further want to
recognize all the people who helped me through
Am Echad's First Bar Mitzvah in 1971, 49 years
ago and now with my continued spiritual growth.

Charlie Galant
Full Level Sponsor
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Jonathan and Leah Kaye
Ben Chana Rochel and Bat Tzion Kaye
Sam Tami and Yishaya Nachum Kaye
Ari and Hannah Kaye
Yael Kaye

Full Level Sponsor
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It is with great pride that we join you in
celebrating the 50th Anniversary
of Congregation Am Echad. Much
had
founded Am Echad
and much
has brought the
Congregation to its present level.
The sincere eﬀorts of Rabbi A.H. Lapin zt”l, and
Rabbi Levine in their
teaching and concern for each individual,
together with the lay leadership
and dedication of the members has
strengthened the San Jose Jewish
community in their commitment, understanding,
learning and living a life
of Torah values. Am Echad has encouraged many
of our people to redeﬁne
their relationship with

Dr. Joseph Sonnenberg
Mrs. Sheila Shraga
(Founders of Congregation Am Echad)

Full Level Sponsor
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Our

to you is that your search for a new
Rabbi be easy, and may
the new Rabbi continue the growth of the
Congregation. May you all
thrive and go from
to
with the help of .

Dr. Joseph Sonnenberg
Mrs. Sheila Shraga
(Founders of Congregation Am Echad)

Full Level Sponsor
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Our Very Best Wishes and Sincere
Congratulations to Our Children Rav &
Rebbetzin Menachem Levine of Congregation
Am Echad. May you both continue for many
healthy and fruitful years in your Harbotzas
Torah and Distinguished Services to Klal
Yisroel. Aba & Ima Levine Miami Beach,
Florida. . Mazel Tov to the Kehillas Am Echad
on your Jubilee Anniversary. May you go
m'chayil l'chayil.

Jack and Sorah
Levine

Full Level Sponsor
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DEVORAH AVRUKIN
Years ago, I heard Rabbi Paysach Krohn speak at an Am Echad dinner. After
spending a few days in San Jose, he said he had never seen anything like
the Am Echad community. Rabbi Krohn called it a “lovefest”, I think mostly
due to how much everyone really loves San Jose. Having left the Silicon
Valley a few years ago, having seen communities in Israel and the East
Coast, I now understand what stood out so much. Now excuse me while I
participate in the “lovefest” that really was for Am Echad.
Am Echad’s people are unique for their dedication to halacha and Yiddishkeit. On so many levels, one will ﬁnd a commitment to Torah that is inspiring. Whether it is getting up at dawn to learn Daf Yomi or opening your
homes to guests or participating in a shiur, the community greets each
mitzvah as an opportunity. Mitzvah is not a word for the classroom in San
Jose, Mitzvahs are a living, breathing thing.
So much of who I am and the values I have instilled in my family come from
the Am Echad community. In other places in the world, there is a hierarchy
to who gets to do which mitzvah. In fact, there are so many people in some
communities, mitzvahs lay unclaimed because everyone is so sure that
someone else is taking care of it. In San Jose, every single community
member is needed, and this creates a symbiotic relationship between the
members and their Yiddishkeit. This creates a unique atmosphere that
provides a great education about what it means to be a Jew.
For me, Am Echad created the template for what Jewish life is supposed to
look like. From why we eat ﬂeishig at a bris, to how to make sheva brachos,
to participating in the Chevra Kadisha, to which type of challah Sephardim
bless with hamotzi. I never quite recognized how opportunities I had to
take on mitzvos. When it comes halacha, I have a deep appreciation for
how to learn something, and how to ask a shailah. “Ask you LOR,” isn’t just a
phrase, it is something one actually does. Being Jewish isn’t a culture in San
Jose, it is the way we live our lives.
Having left the Bay Area for “greener pastures”, it turns out that those
pastures mostly contain more kosher restaurants (and no, there is no good
wine). I am so very grateful for the chance I had to “grow up” at Am Echad.
And while the miles are many, the friendships and lessons gained are many
too. Over the past year, I have visited and hosted many people from the
Silicon Valley diaspora, and often the conversation turns to fond memories.
We marvel at the unique tapestry of Ashkenazi, Sephardi, Yekish,
Lubavitch, Daati, and Chareidim that makes up the community. We talk
over the things we learned or the people we left behind. Having spent
almost ten years as a part of the Am Echad community, it was deﬁnitely an
experience, but above all else, it was a privilege.
Devorah Avrukin
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YVES ELJAS
BS”D
TRIBUTE TO AM ECHAD
My Years at Am Echad
Who I am: I have spent 37 rich years at Am Echad, before moving to Chicago. I
came to San Jose in 1977, from France via Cincinnati, where I had been part of the
Rabbi Silver Shul under Rabbi Lustig, who became a friend for life, and was since
niftar.
I discovered Am Echad by hashgacha, in the phone book…In those days it was a
shtibl of sorts, opened for Shabbos only and existed from the eﬀorts of Joe and
Sheila Sonnenberg. Many Shabbosim, Joe had to run in the street to get the tenth
man for the minyan. The shul was in their living room, and their children would be
very present…
Heroic days, and mesirus nefesh of the Sonnenbergs, the shul at their home was
their bond.
What happened that drastically changed the destiny of am Echad, from a barely
surviving Shtibl into a thriving community?
Essentially, the coming in its path of two very special Rabbis, with personality and
Torah drive. As we say in our world, two gedolim.
Namely, in chronological order Rabbi Avraham Lapin and the current rabbi, Rabbi
Menachem Levine.
Rabbi Lapin had been the Chief Rabbi of Cape Town, South Africa, when he
decided to “retire” near his son, Rabbi Daniel Lapin, who was then a Rosh Yeshiva
of the Kerem Yeshiva, which was to exist in Santa Clara, to the great pride of the
South Bay community, but only for approximately ﬁve years.
But I digress, Rabbi Lapin had the aura of the gedolim of Lithuania, where he
studied in the original Telz. He had the bearing, the knowledge, and the will.
Retired he was not, and the Shul grew a quantum leap, eventually moving to its
current location.
After his petira, the shul was disoriented and lost. Then came what I call an interim
period, with ups and downs, and varied leadership.
That was until Rabbi Menachem Levine took the helm in 2007. Immediately, there
was no question that Rabbi Levine, however relatively young at the time, was in
charge, and that the Shul was in for a serious growth spurt, both spiritually and in
membership.
Rabbi Levine did, and does, inspires complete trust in his Torah knowledge and in
his midos. This is what true leadership is about.
A very notable success of Rabbi Levine is the creation of the San Jose Eruv. That
demanded enormous mesirus nefesh, skill, and persistence.
I am personally indebted to him for having helped me navigate many diﬃcult years.
Yves Eljas
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Mazal Tov to Congregation Am Echad on 50
years. We wish you all continued success for
the years to come!
Congratulations to Rabbi Menachem and
Rebbetzin Rachelli Levine on thirteen
successful years in the South Bay!

Rabbi Joey and Sarah Felsen
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We wish a very big Mazel Tov to all past and present
members of Am Echad on this momentous occasion.
Thank you to everyone for having contributed to make
Am Echad such an amazing community. May the
community continue to grow and prosper for many
years to come.

Gershon and Adeline Bron

To Am Echad on its Golden Annivesary We fondly remember the warm community
and growth opportunities the kehilla
showered on us and all Jews in the Bay Area
under the leadership of Rav Levine. We daven
that Hashem will grant abundant bracha for
many more decades ahead. B'ahava,

Joel and Rachel Gedalius
Baltimore, Maryland

35

Mazel tov to Am Echad on its ﬁrst ﬁfty years of
providing for the spiritual needs and Torah growth of
the greater San Jose Jewish community.
Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard to
make Am Echad a thriving center of Jewish worship
and a Makom Torah.
May Hashem help Am Echad grow ever stronger
over its next ﬁfty years.

Marvin and Arlene Glazer

Wishing Am Echad a Happy 50th and in honor of Rav
Menachem Levine for all of his accomplishments

Anonymous
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San Jose Community Eruv wishes a Mazal Tov to
Kehillas Am Echad's on its Yovel Celebration!. In
appreciation of the members of Am Echad who check
and ﬁx the eruv: Shiran Koriat, Asaf Bar Zvi, Yoni
Greenblum, Yehuda Werdesheim, Tomer Klein,
Menashe Taban, and Miriam Shecter

San Jose Community Eruv

Mazel Tov to Am Echad!
Home of the Chevra Kadisha of the South Bay.

Thank you to the men and women of the community
who dedicate their time and energy.

www.ckosb.org
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Malka Reeder
Lech Lecha
Recently, I read in an article that “some communities are places of growth—people
arrive and their lives change.” Am Echad has long been one of these communities.
And I was lucky enough to be one whose life changed in this very special kehillah.
I arrived in 2008, a 55-year-old widow with a daughter oﬀ having her own
adventure in Israel. In order to relocate to an observant community, I sold the
home my daughter had grown up in, and moved within walking distance of Am
Echad.
It is said of a young child with a big, loving family that “her feet never touch the
ground.” On my ﬁrst Motzei Shabbos in the community, the tone was set by a
generous friend. After havdalah, as families were heading home, Esther Rochel
Klein took me by the hand and said, “We’re going out, and you’re coming with us!”
From that moment, I was swept up into the Am Echad community.
Am Echad took my Shabbos experience to a new level. Shabbos was the highlight
of every week—the davening, Rabbi Levine’s drasha, and returning the Torah to the
beautiful tune of “Etz chaim hi l’machatzikimba.” I especially loved the
kiddush—controlled chaos in the kitchen and the social hall full of people who
really enjoy being together. After kiddush, I was usually oﬀ to lunch with friends.
We gathered again for shalosh seudas, maariv, and havdalah. Clearly, the Shabbos
Queen reigns here.
Am Echad gave me opportunities to grow in mitzvos. Being a member of the
Chevra Kadisha introduced me to a mitzvah that, as a widow, I really connected
with. I am honored to have been part of the team. And I loved serving as the shul
administrator at the time of the 40th anniversary celebration—and seeing pictures
of how everyone used to look! Hosting guests and learning in shiurim and classes
became important parts of my life.
From my ﬁrst contact with Rabbi Levine in 2007, it was clear that I had come to the
right place. I was happy to ﬁnd the Rabbi and Rebbetzin so knowledgeable and
approachable. Rabbi Levine would check in with “How are things going?” and stay
to hear the answer. The Rebbetzin tutored me in kashrus, and let me “shadow” her
as she prepared Shabbos meals, testing me with questions as we worked.
My husband, a former college athlete, says that the mark of a truly great coach is
someone who can take players who already have talent, and move them towards
greater performance. That certainly applies to Coach Levine, who has taken the
players on Team Am Echad, a highly accomplished group, and has moved them to
ever greater levels of Torah learning, mitzvah performance, and middos
improvement.
The years at Am Echad were my lech lecha experience—going to a new place
spiritually without knowing the ﬁnal result. Hashem sent me to a Makom Torah.
Your generous support and friendship made the years at Am Echad some of the
best of my life. The time went too quickly, but the memories and gratitude will last
forever.
Malka Reeder
(1/20/2020)
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My introduction to Torah
Judaism began in the early
1980’s when I began attending
Young Israel Shabbos services
in the back of the nearby Bank
of the West. From there it was
Congregation Am Echad in the
Carriage Square Center. Over
the years, the Shul has provided
me with priceless exposure to
Torah values and the friendship
of many wonderful individuals
and families. For this enriching
experience, I am most grateful
to Hakodesh Borchu.

In Appreciation Of Rav And
Rebbetzin Levine And Children.
May They Go From Strength To
Strength As They Soon Begin
Their New Life In Chicago. You
Will Be Missed!

The Cosden Family

Larry Cosden

Mazel Tov to our Am Echad
Community on it’s Jubilee year.
Being part of this Makom Torah
for the past 25 years has been a
great joy for us, and we look
forward to a bright and
promising future. Am Echad is
our spiritual, educational, and
social home, and we certainly
value our connection with the
warm, caring and committed
congregants in this very special
Kehillah. We are truly blessed!

Mazal Tov to Am Echad in
celebrating 50 years!
May you go from strength to
strength as a beacon of light to
the San Jose community and
beyond.

Reuven and Gitty
Goldstein

Howard and Esther-Rochel
Klein
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Honoring the founders of Am
Echad and builders of Torah in San
Jose: Rabbi Abraham Hyam zt"l &
Rebbetzin Maisie Lapin of blessed
memory, Rabbi Raphael Lapin &
Rebbetzin Chanie Lapin, Rabbi
Aaron & Rebbetzin Viti Shushan,
Rabbi Menachem & Rebbetzin
Rachelli Levine

How jubilant Kehilat Am Echad
should be for its jubilee! Mazel
Tov!
Many thanks to Rabbi and
Rebbetzin Levine for their
leadership, inspiration and
unwavering dedication to the
kehilah over the last 12 years,
Am Echad wouldn't be what it is
today without you. Be'hatslacha
on your next journey!

Much gratitude to former Rabbis,
Rebbetzins & service leaders who
gave of their time to help grow
Torah and Yiddishkeit in San Jose
over the years: Moshe Mresse (from
Switzerland), Rabbi Zev & Batsheva
Jacobs, Rabbi Josh & Laura
Marder, Rabbi Gavriel & Malka
Rudin, Israel Stein, Rabbi Dovid &
Aviva Lieberman, Gershon Bron
and many more.

Raphael and Julie
Londner

May we be blessed from Hashem to
go from strength to strength!

The Milrod Family

With much Hakaras Hatov to
Rabbi and Rebbetzin Levine for
their exemplary leadership
of this most precious Kehilla Am
Echad.
May they go from strength to
strength.

Thanks and best wishes to
Rav Levine and his family,
who will be greatly missed,
&
in appreciation of
the whole Am Echad
community
for their endless hospitality!

Michel and Sima
Rynderman

Russell Steinweg
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With my best wishes to
Congregation Am Echad for
continued success.

Carol Yaffa Borison
REALTOR®, MBA
carol.borison@compass.com
650.303.9569 Cell
www. arolBorison.com
DRE# 01880666

Rita Jacobson

With gratitude to Hashem
and the Am Echad
community under the
leadership of Rabbi Levine.
May our kehillah continue
to grow in our spiritual path.

Mazel Tov to Congregation
Am Echad and to its past
and present leadership for
50 years of support to the
Orthodox Community of
San Jose

Stephane and Sarah
Kahloun

Sue and David
Schroit

Fifty years and going strong, we're so
grateful to be a
part of this fantastic group, the Am
Echad kehillah!
With gratitude to all who play a role
in this mishpacha,
May all of our congregants be
blessed with endless bracha!
With special thanks and best wishes
to Rav Levine and family.

Am Echad, Felicitaciones
por su aniversario de oro!

Donaldo y Raquelita

Leonid, Sarah, Yaakov,
and Leah Sokolovsky
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With heartfelt gratitude to
HKB"H for all of you wonderful
people in the Am Echad
family... Thank you all so very
much for being my family,
strength and inspiration.
Looking forward to sharing
many simchas together IY"H!

Women's Tehillim Group

Yehuda Werdesheim

Bs"d
Mazal tov to the Am Echad
community, the Jewish center of
silicon valley .

Pars Kosher Market

Mazel Tov to the entire Am Echad Community! We
are proud to be 3 generations strong and
appreciate the loyalty, dedication, and
perseverance of all past, present and future
members.

The Zalk and Kirsh Families
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Authenticity, Spirituality, Community
When asked “What does Am Echad mean to you?” many words come to mind:
anchor, constant, connection, warmth, family, inspiration, responsibility. Each
facet has its own story, but together they express how very much Am Echad
has grown to be a focus in my life, and a beautiful gift that I’ve somehow been
zoche to receive.
My connection with Kehillat Am Echad dates back to September, 1980, when I
ﬁrst interviewed with Rav A.H. Lapin, ztl., and was invited to join his women’s
shiur. From that time until the Rav tzl.’s death in 1991, I would anxiously await
Wednesday night to experience something I perceived as wonderful, while still
not quite comprehending it fully. In time I came to recognize two forces
drawing me back each week: the awe and inspiration from being in the
presence of greatness, and an increasing drive to internalize the learning, and
grow in Yiddishkeit. During that time, the Rav and his Rebbetzin drew my
husband and me closer to them and the community. We’d felt a powerful
craving for authenticity in our religious practice, and here, in this place, in this
community we could ﬁnally ﬁnd a true, spiritual home.
Through the tenure of three subsequent rebbeim, several changes in
leadership, the purchase of a permanent home for the kehilah, and some very
diﬃcult times for the shul, Am Echad has nonetheless remained a ‘constant’ in
my life. On Shabbos morning, in this place of Torah and kedusha, I can and do
strive to connect with HKBH, just as those women around me are striving and
reaching. It’s an unspoken bond among us, as we feel the safety of this place
to open our hearts and reach up, striving for that relationship through
whispered teﬁllos. This power of women’s kavannah also pervades our Sunday
morning Tehillim group, various chevrusahs during the week, Rabbi Goldstein’s
women’s shiur, and the teams of Chevra Kaddisha ladies at Taharos. It’s an
extraordinary feeling of kedushah, purpose, and strength.
I feel especially grateful for the leadership, mentoring, and inspiration of Rabbi
Menachem Levine during the past 13 years. He and Rebbetzin Rachelli have
not only shown how to live a Torah life by example, but have also encouraged
(and yes, sometimes pushed) me to: take an active role on the board, take
advantage of every kiruv opportunity, participate in more classes, liaison with
both the Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation (mussar) and the SJPD
(security), lead Taharah teams for the Chevra Kadisha, and host Shabbos/Yom
Tov guests on a regular basis. Hearing phrases like “a mitzvah opportunity” and
“doing something for the Jewish People” have become quite familiar to me!
I’m actually as grateful for that initial ‘push’ as I am for the enduring support
I’ve enjoyed from both Rabbi Levine and Rebbetzin Rachelli.
Am Echad has been and continues to be a wonderfully warm, stimulating, and
caring community of people who want to reach higher, grow in Yiddishkeit,
support one another, and strive together to bring out the very best in
ourselves and each other. I’m truly blessed to be part of this community, and
delighted to share in this simcha on its Yovel Anniversary. Mazal Tov!

Howard and Esther-Rochel Klein
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Mazel Tov to the Am Echad
family on its ﬁrst 50 years! It is an
honor and privilege to be part of
so many of its simchas!
Rabbi and Rebbitzen Levine, we
are blessed to have you as part
of the Am Echad community.
Thank you both for everything
you have done for the community. You and your family will be
greatly missed!

Chani and Meni Peretz
Meni & Chani Peretz
Owner

Full Service Kosher Catering

650-456-7000
650-630-5486
650-453-2444
meniperetz@sbcglobal.net
www.Yes-Catering.com
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