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Honorees
Our worthy honorees this year are Gregory and Adeline Bron. Originally
from Paris, the Brons moved to the United States in 2006. From the
time they joined the Am Echad community 9 years ago, they have
served as an example and inspiration to others. They are exceptionally devoted parents, balance challenging careers, while simultaneously
dedicating themselves to the needs and growth of our community.
They have served in leadership roles on behalf of the community:
Greg as a long-time board member and current chairperson of the
Am Echad board, and Adeline as a past board member of the SPHDS
Board. The Brons excel in hachnosos orchim, and their home is renowned for its warm and welcoming atmosphere.
Congratulations to Greg and Adeline and their children Ruthy, Shani,
Noah and Naomi, on this well deserved honor!
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GUEST SPEAKER
Rav Hartman was born in St. Louis, Missouri, and currently lives
with his family in Hendon, London. He is a renowned Talmudic
scholar, and the foremost commentator on the teachings of the
Maharal of Prague.
Rav Hartman is currently the Rosh Yeshiva of Hasmonean Beis Medrash in London. He has written over thirty publications, including several commentaries elucidating the works of the Maharal. Rav Hartman
is a fascinating and insightful speaker.
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letter from Rav Menachem Levine
As the Jews were preparing to leave Egypt and go forth on their journey towards freedom Hashem gave them a number of new mitzvos to
observe. Included in the commandments was (Shemos 13:9): V’haya
l’cha l’ot al yad’cha, ul’zikaron beyn eynecha, “You shall wear a sign
upon your arm, and a crown upon your head.”
This verse is the first time the mitzvah of tefillin is mentioned in the
Torah. It teaches us that tefillin are to be an insignia on the arm and a
crown upon the head, as a daily reminder of what Hashem did when
He redeemed us from the slavery of Egypt. It is also a reminder to each
of us of what is expected of us as a Jew, in the parshas, that are placed
within the tefillin.
The following verse continues, “l’maan tih’yeh Toras Hashem b’ficha,
“in order that the Torah of Hashem shall be in your mouth,” meaning
that you will be inspired by Hashem’s Torah.
The natural question is what does tefillin have to do with inspiration?
Furthermore, what is the purpose of tefillin, of wearing a sign on the
arm and another on the head?
We know that everyone has special signs and reminders. Walk into any
home or office—and you’ll see pictures on the walls of dear ones—reminding the individual of his or her love and responsibilities towards
the people in the pictures. There may be a plaque that has been given
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to him by some organization. That serves as a reminder of an achievement and dedication to a good cause. There may be a picture of a
hero on the wall, to serve as a reminder or example of someone she
admires.
Each of these visual signs serves two purposes: Firstly, to tell our visitors and our guests what we stand for and, secondly, to remind ourselves of that which is most important to us. These items are comparable to those words the Torah uses to describe tefillin—an os, a sign
and a zikaron, a reminder. Tefillin are a daily reminder of our Hashem-given potential for goodness and holiness as personified in the
holy scrolls from the Torah within the tefillin boxes.
But why do we have to wear them? The second part of the verse teaches us, “l’maan tih’yeh Toras Hashem b’ficha,” “so that the word of
Hashem may be in your mouth.” We are meant to be inspired to speak
up and help bring Hashem’s light to the world, the light from the holy
tefillin that you are wearing.
In the kabbalistic works, this idea is expanded on further. We are told
that one who wears tefillin is “enveloped by the supernal mind, and
the Divine Presence does not depart from him.” As Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan wrote in his book on tefillin: “When a man wears tefillin and also
contemplates their significance, his very thoughts are elevated close
to Hashem… But even the physical act in itself can bring man to the
loftiest heights.”
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Yigael Yadin (1917–1984) was a well-known Israeli archeologist and politician, and the second chief of staff of the Israel Defense Forces. At the
age of fifteen he joined the Haganah (pre–State of Israel Jewish paramilitary organization), and served in various military positions during
Israel’s War of Independence. He was appointed chief of staff of the
Israel Defense Forces in 1949. At age thirty-five he left the military and
began his life’s work in archeology. As an archeologist, he excavated
some of the most important sites in the region.
He had been poking around in caves in the Dead Sea area near Qumran when he discovered a pair of tefillin intact from the time of the Bar
Kochva Rebellion, 1900 years earlier. That made them the oldest pair
of tefillin ever to be found. One day he noticed that one of the little
parchment scrolls inside was different from the others ever so slightly and he decided to investigate. As he was in Jerusalem and his lab
facilities were in Tel Aviv, he put the tefillin in his pocket and took the
train to his lab. On the train, as hashgacha would have it, a young Jew
approached and invited him to put on tefillin.Yadin writes that he noticed the boy’s Hebrew was accented differently, so he asked the boy
where he came from. He answered, “I just recently came from Russia!”
Knowing how difficult it was to observe any mitzvos in Russia, let alone
acquire a pair of tefillin, Yadin asked him, “And did you put on tefillin in
Russia?” The young man proudly answered, “From the day I became
Bar Mitzvah, I never failed to put on my tefillin.”
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Impressed, Yadin said, “In that case, I will comply with your request.”
And he put on the young boy’s tefillin on, all the while with his ancient
ones in his pocket. After he completed the mitzvah and sat down, a
lady passenger approached and told him that she recognized him and
that she was very moved by the fact that he—a secular Israeli—had
put on tefillin. She told him that her son was the only religious fellow
in his paratrooper unit and that he had lost his life in the 6-Day War.
As he was dying, his fellow soldiers asked him if had any last request
of them. With his final breath he implored them, “Put on tefillin.” The
woman continued that since that time all the members of that unit
have been putting tefillin on regularly.
Yadin writes that when he heard the woman’s words, he felt an inexplicable emotion suddenly overwhelm him. He meditated on the fact
that here he was amidst all these events and in his pocket were the
oldest pair of tefillin in the world. Although at the time their discovery
was still a secret, he felt compelled to show the woman the tefillin he
had found. As he did so, and explained their significance, both of them
burst into tears.
Incredible! The tefillin discovered in the cave by the Dead Sea after
almost 1,900 years; the distinguished secular archeologist whose passionate interest in them was purely historical—a record of a by-gone
past; the encounter with one to whom the mitzvah of tefillin was a
matter of vital present day application—the Jew who in Russia had
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defied the soulless communists; the paratrooper who had worn
them and with his last breath implored his fellow soldiers to do this
mitzvah in his memory.
Tefillin has the power to animate the Jewish soul and elevate one to
great heights of Jewish consciousness.
So, now we can begin to understand why we put on tefillin: As the Torah tells us: l’maan tih’yeh Toras Hashem b’ficha, “so that the Torah of
Hashem shall be in your mouth,” so that you will be inspired and live
an inspired life.
Tonight we gather to honor Gershon and Adeline Bron, recognizing how
they exemplify this idea—taught by the mitzvah of tefillin—of inspiring
ourselves and others in Torah values. They are a couple—and a family
– that know how to elevate their physical actions and bring spirituality
to their daily lives. Their home is a place where Torah learning and good
middos are taught and lived and where guests are
made to feel welcome in a beautiful environment and with grace and
warmth. Gershon and Adeline also recognize the importance of building community, and readily devote their time and creativity to grow
and strengthen the Torah community of Am Echad.
Thank you for all that you do!
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2017 President’s report
This past year was a fruitful one for our community, as we added several new young members to Am Echad. Included among them were
Aharon Levine, Ezra Klein, Raizel Singer, Tamar Koriat, Sophia Lola
Fried, and Mimi Adler. Although their average age is one year old, we
have high hopes for them as they represent the future of our shul and
of Klal Yisroel.
We also celebrated several simchas—notably the marriages of Sara
and Leonid Sokolovsky, Victoria and Sydney Perez, and Yafit and Netaniel Greenberg. Mazal Tov to them!
Just before Pesach, we were privileged to welcome Rabbi Avi Leibowitz and family to Am Echad. Rabbi Leibowitz has made an immediate
impact with his daf yomi class and other shiurim as well as his overall
presence in the shul. We look forward to his long and successful association with our congregation.
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Lastly, a major achievement of 2016 was the establishment of the
Silicon Valley Yeshiva Preschool. Under the excellent leadership of Rabbi Levine and the school’s director, Aviva Lieberman, the preschool has
taken the first steps towards becoming an important force in San Jose.
We wish the school Hatzlacha Raba!
This year’s dinner honorees, Greg and Adeline Bron, embody the
unique spirit of Am Echad. Their warmth and dedication have made
them vital to our shul. With people like the Brons, we know that Am
Echad has a bright future.

Andrew Hartman
President, Am Echad
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Am Echad would like to thank
The Irwin Saks
Charitable Foundation, Inc.
(Miami Beach, Florida)
For graciously sponsoring
Rav Hartman’s visit
L’Zecher Neshmas

Reb Yitzchok ben Avraham ZT’L.

[ GOLD LEVEL SPONSOR ]

Our Very Best Wishes and Sincere
Congratulations to Our Children
Rav & Rebbetzin Menachem Levine
of Congregation Am Echad.
May you both continue for many
healthy and fruitful years in your
Harbotzas Torah and Distinguished
Services to Klal Yisroel.
Mazel Tov to
Gershon and Adeline Bron
on this most auspicious occasion
in receiving this award. It is certainly
a well deserved honor.
Jack and Sorah Levine
Miami Beach, Florida.

[ SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR ]

say little and do much
and receive everyone
with a cheerful face!
mazal Tov to Greg and Adeline
and family!
Thank you for enhancing our
community with your grace and charm.
May you continue to go
from strength to strength.
Bon chance!
AndY And LeAh hARTmAn

[ SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR ]

Congratulations
Gregory and Adeline
on being honored for your great
contributions to the Am Echad
community.
Ian and Nina brody

[ SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR ]

Congratulations to
Greg and Adeline bron!
From serving on the board of the shul
and school to davening on Shabbas and
inviting guests to your home,
you have strengthened our community
in so many ways.
Thanks for everything that you have
done as well as all that you continue
to do to help others. You are both
an inspiration to all of us!
kevIn And TAmARA FAGAn

[ SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR ]

In Memory of Mr. Chaim Avigdor
(Herbert Victor) Turk, Z”l
Mr. Herbert Turk, z”l, was a beloved,
active and influential member of the
San Jose Jewish community for many years.
He was a founding member of Congregation
Am Echad, a founder of South Peninsula
Hebrew Day School, a founding member of
Ahavas Torah, a supporter of the Mikvah
Society of San Jose, and more. He was
instrumental in bringing Rav Avraham
Chaim Lapin, zt’l, to San Jose. This made
a profound difference in the Jewish
community and influenced many individuals
and families. He was a loving husband,
father, grandfather and a dear friend. May
the Jewish community of San Jose continue
to grow from strength to strength!
Joseph Sonnenberg
Sheila (Sonnenberg) Shraga
Pat Bergman
Founding Members of Congregation Am Echad
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In honor of
Rav and Rebbetzin Levine.
Your dedication, devotion and effort on
behalf of Klal Yisroel is truly admired.
Their askanus, commitment, and
steadfast support of so many causes
within our community and beyond
establishes a paradigm for all to emulate.
ARYeh And ARIeLLA WeISS

[ FULL LEVEL SPONSOR ]

Dear Rabbi & Rebbetzin Levine,
Thank you for your spiritual leadership,
your guidance, your encouragements, your occasional push and your friendship. You both have
had a tremendous amount of impact on our lives
and that of our children. May you continue to
impact positively many lives,
for many years to come.
Dear Am Echad Community,
Thank you for the many years of warm
friendship, and amazing chesed that you have
shown to our family over the years. You are all
great examples for us. We feel so privileged and
so honored to be part of this amazing
Kehilla. May we all continue to grow in Torah and
Mitzvos, together for many years to come.
Chers Papy Robert et Mamie Elisabeth, Papy Coco et Mamie Dédé,
Merci pour votre amour, votre présence à nos côtés, et votre soutien. Nous
savons que ce n’est pas facile pour vous de vivre loin de vos petits-enfants.
Cet honneur que nous recevons de notre communauté est aussi le vôtre.
Nous espérons que vous êtes fiers de vos enfants et de vos petits-enfants
qui vivent leur Judaïsme dans la tradition de nos ancêtres. Qu’Hachem
vous garde en bonne santé pour de nombreuses années et que nous ayons le
mérite de vous donner beaucoup de satisfaction.

Adeline, Grégory,
Ruthy, Shani, Noah et Naomi

[ FULL LEVEL SPONSOR ]

Mazel Tov to our good friends
Gershon and Adeline bron
and the entire bron family
on this wonderful occasion.
Thank you for your tireless efforts these
many years for
Congregation Am Echad.
Mazel Tov!!
dAvId And RoCheL RACCAh

[ FULL LEVEL SPONSOR ]

In honor of Rav Menachem
and Rebbetzin Rachelli Levine
We are so proud
of what you are doing in San Jose
the Torah
you are teaching
the example
you are setting
the community
you are building
May you have much continued
siyata dishmaya in all of your
avodas hakodesh.
Love,
Ima Zakheim, Michal and Moshe Klerer
Ariella and Aryeh Weiss, Azriel and Rena
Zakheim, Moshe and Chava Zakheim
and families

[ FULL LEVEL SPONSOR ]

 אוהב שלום ורודף,הוי מתלמידיו של אהרן
 אוהב את הבריות ומקרבן לתורה,שלום
BE AMONG THE DISCIPLES OF AARON, LOVING PEACE AND
PURSUING PEACE, LOVING PEOPLE AND BRINGING THEM
CLOSER TO TORAH
Pirkei Avos 1:12

Gregory & Adeline Bron
MAZEL TOV ON THIS WELL DESERVED HONOR

Thank you for establishing your
beautiful home in San Jose and your
constant dedication to this community
we share

Jonathan and Leah Kaye
Benjamin, Sam, Ari and Ellie

[ FULL LEVEL SPONSOR ]

Congratulations to
Gregory & Adeline Bron.
They are wonderful examples of
integrating family and service to the
community in a joyful way
We also wish to thank
Rabbi Menachem
and Rebbetzin Rachelli Levine
for their ongoing classes and their
example of living a Torah life...
Jim and Jimmi Roberts

[ FULL LEVEL SPONSOR ]

traditional Jewish program · serving children ages 18 months to 5 years
sibling discount · extended care option

Conveniently located at 706 West Julian Street, San Jose

Gregory and Adeline,
Our sincere congratulations on your well
deserved honor.
May you have increasing nachas from your
children, continue to grow in
Torah and mitzvos and be an
inspiration to all of us at Am Echad!
Alex and Rachel Sidorovsky

Rabbi and Rebbetzin Levine,
Bravo for your love and devotion
to your community and to the
Jewish people.  
Nechama Wolfson

Mazal tov Gershon and Adeline,
We are so happy to count you as our
friends! May this well-deserved honor give
you strength and joy as you continue to
deepen your commitment to Torah and
mitzvos, and may you be blessed just as you
are a blessing to us.
With love, Sam, Fabienne, Chaim
Dovid, Elimelech and Mimi Adler

Mazal tov to Adeline and Gregory
on this most appropriate recognition
for all you do in the community.  
The Guttenbergs

To Gregory
& Adeline Bron
Your strong commitent
to the Torah has made
you role models for
the community.
Mazel Tov!

THE FELSEn FAMILY

Mazel Tov on this
well-deserved honor.
May you continue to
be a source of strength
and inspiration to the
Am Echad Community,
your family, and Klal
Yisroel.
MuCH LOVE,
AMY, LAWREnCE,
AnD ILAn GALLAnT

Adeline and Greg,
You are true friends
we can always count
on and laugh with.
We hope to continue
to share many joyful
and warmful memories
with you in the years
to come. Mazel Tov!
THE LOnDnER FAMILY

Our Best Wishes
to Congregation
Am Echad

RITA AnD JERRY
JACOBSOn

Thank you to
Meni and Chani
Peretz of
Yes Catering
yes-catering.com

for once again
doing a first class job!

In appreciation to
Rav and Rebbetzin
Levine; Rabbi Avi
Lebowitz, Dr. Andy
Hartman, Itamar
Frankenthal for the
classes you give to the
Am Echad Community

by a Grateful
Member 

Greetings
Mr and Mrs. Ken Guentert
Vadim and Tatyana Heyfitch

Rabbi and Mrs. Noach and Rivkah Vogel

—May you go from strength to strength.

The righteous one will rejoice
in Hashem and take refuge
in Him, and all are upright in
heart will glory. Mazel tov
from the Tehillim Group
Esther Rochel K, Helen S, Joyce T,
KayG, Leah H, Leah K, Miriam S,
Rina S, Sima R, Smadar L

Mazel Tov to the honorees
Gregory and Adeline Bron,
and to Am Echad for
continued leadership and
support to the Bay Area
Jewish community

David and Sue Schroit

In appreciation of the Daily
Mincha minyan

Thank you, Gregory and
Adeline, for your good work
on behalf of Am Echad.
Mazel Tov to you on this
happy occasion!

Anonymous Mispallel

Larry Cosden

Mazel Tov
Greg and Adeline
on this well deserved honor.

Howard and Esther
Rochel Klein

Congratulations to Greg and
Adeline Bron on this much
deserved honor. They are
true role models of what
committed community
members and school parents
should be. San Jose would not
be the same without them.       
Rabbi and Mrs. Dovid
and Aviva Lieberman

Mazel tov to Greg, Adeline
and the entire Bron family
on this well deserved honor.
We appreciate all you do for
our community.

the Kahloun Family

In deep gratitude to the
Leboowitz Mishpacha
for the Torah they brought
to Am Echad.
From the
Am Echad Community

To Greg and Adeline.
Thank you for your
dedication to the
community.
Rami and Naida
Khaluyan

Mazal Tov to
Gregory and Adeline Bron.

Michel and Sima
Rynderman

Mazel Tov!
Thanks for all your
hospitality and good work.

Russell Lewis Steinweg

In appreciation to
Howard Klein for his
efficient administration of
shul needs, Miriam Shecter
for her capable arranging
of weekly Kiddush; and
Yael Kaye and Sima Levine
for their dedication and
enthusiasm in running fun
Shabbos Kids Groups

Rabbi

Rav Menachem Levine

Am Echad Board

President: Andy Hartman
Chairman Of The Board: Greg Bron
Vice President: Jonathan Kaye
Treasurer: David Raccah
Recording Secretary: Esther Rochel Klein
Membership Secretary: Shmuel Adler
Recording Secretary: Esther Rochel Klien
Ritual: Kevin Fagan
Facilities Chairmen: Jacob Stolin
Members-At-Large: Tzvi Lewis
Director Of Operations: Howard Klein
Dinner Committee:
Rav Levine, Andy Hartman and Howard Klein

Caterer
Yes Catering

Journal
Kyla Reznik

Video

Bruno Zerbib

Dinner Website

Gidon Klein, Raphael Londner and Jacob Stolin
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CONGREGATION AM EcHAD
1504 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125
(408) 267-2591

WWW.AMECHAD.ORG
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