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Howard and Elizabeth Klein
Howard and Elizabeth Klein, East Coast
natives, were married in 1972, while Howard
was serving in the United States Air Force.
They moved to the Bay Area a year later. They
were long time members of Beth David, and
continued looking for opportunities to
deepen their Torah learning. Elizabeth
became a student of Rabbi Avraham Chaim
Lapin z”l in 1980. The Kleins joined Am Echad in 1994, when Howard
was in aveilus and began attending the daily minyanim. The Kleins
have been actively involved in all aspects of our community ever
since.
Education is Elizabeth’s vocation, and she has worked as an
English as Second Language instructor for over three decades. Her
dedication to excellence in learning and her commitment to nurturing
students from a variety of backgrounds, have distinguished her as an
outstanding teacher and mentor. Simultaneously, she shared her love
of Torah learning, music and Hebrew with numerous students in a
variety of local institutions, including Beth David, Shir Chadash, Eitz
Chaim Academy, and Meira High School. She continues to tutor young
community members in Jewish subjects, and makes time to attend
classes and learn weekly with friends and chavrusas. Drawing on her
love of singing and guitar playing, she has run several music programs
and children’s choirs, and performed for women’s circles, N’shei
Chabad, and the Chai House.

Elizabeth has also been a member of the Am Echad board for
nine years, and served on a variety of committees. She is a team
leader for the Chevra Kadisha, host of a weekly women’s Tehillim
group, and the coordinator of Am Echad’s Tisha b’Av Chofetz Chaim
Heritage Foundation event each year. Her energy, warmth, and
dedication make her a much beloved member of our community.

Howard grew up in a Conservative family with a strong sense
of Jewish identity. After his bar mitzvah, he continued to attend daily
minyanim at his childhood synagogue, and while working for the Air
Force, he sought to connect with other Jews by attending Hillel
programs at the university of Rhode Island. He met Elizabeth on one
such occasion. Throughout the years, Howard has taken many
responsibilities within the Jewish community. At Am Echad, he
currently serves both as a board member and as the shul’s
administrator.
Howard is a life-long student of Jewish learning and regularly
attends classes at Am Echad and through the Jewish Study Network.
He is now enjoying the daily challenge of Daf Yomi. He served as
President of the Board of Trustees of Yavneh Day School in Los Gatos
from 1990 to 1992. For the past 4 years, he has been a board member
of the Chevra Kadisha of the South Bay. At Am Echad, Howard can
always be counted upon to take on chores big and small, with
characteristic good humor and kindness.
Howard and Elizabeth’s most treasured accomplishment is
that of having raised their children, Daniel and Adina. They are now
doting grandparents to Joseph and Sara. The Klein’s home is regularly
filled with guests from near and far who also feel that they are a part
of the extended Klein family.

Am Echad would like to thank the

Miami Beach, Florida
for graciously sponsoring
Rabbi Becher’s visit
L’Zecher Nishmas
Reb Yitzchok ben Avraham ZT'L

Rabbi Mordechai Becher
Rabbi Mordechai Becher,
originally from Australia, is
senior lecturer of the Gateways
Organization and an instructor at
Yeshiva University. He received
his Ordination from the Chief
Rabbinate of Israel and the Chief
Rabbi of Jerusalem and holds an
MA in Medieval Jewish History
from the Bernard Revel Graduate
School of Yeshiva University, where he is currently
pursuing doctoral studies.
He taught at Ohr Somayach and Neve Yerushalayim
in Jerusalem for 15 years, served in the IDF, and
taught in the Ohr LeGolah and Ner LeElef rabbinic
training programs.
Rabbi Becher has answered thousands of
questions on the Ask-the-Rabbi website and presents
a Talmud class on the Jewish Broadcasting Service.
Rabbi Becher’s latest book, Gateway to Judaism,
published by Shaar Press/Artscroll, is now in its ninth
printing. He has taught in the USA, Canada, England,
Israel, South Africa, Australia and Russia, and has
conducted tours in Africa, Australia, China, Europe
and Israel.

A Letter from the Rabbi
This year, our dinner falls on
Tu Bishvat, the New Year of Trees.
Halachically, Tu B'Shevat is the day of
the year that separates the previous
year from the upcoming year with
respect to fruits grown on trees,
since it is assumed that most of the
rains have already fallen in Israel by
that time.
Any trees planted at that
time are assumed to quickly take
root in the already rain-saturated
ground. Therefore, this is the day
that the rabbis designated as
determining the fruits of the previous year's crop, with regard to laws
of tithing.

For this reason, Tu B'Shevat was chosen as a day of judgment
for the trees. On this day it is determined how bountiful they will be
in the upcoming year, and this decision is based upon the merits of
the Jewish people.
As in all matters of halacha and mitzvos, there is a great
moral lesson to be learned from this day as well.
In Vayikra (19:23), we find the following commandment: "And
when you will come into the land and [you will] plant any tree for
food...[for] three years it [the fruit] shall be restricted to you, it shall
not be eaten.” This verse describes the commandment known as
"Orla," which forbids the consumption of a tree's fruits during its first
three years.
The Yalkut Shimoni explains that this verse teaches us a
lesson about responsibility. This lesson is learned from the unusual
way that the commandment of Orla was phrased in the Torah.
G-d told the nation of Israel, "You will arrive at the land of
Israel. You will find it filled with beautiful fruits and abundant crops all of the best. You should not be satisfied with this. You cannot just
sit back and enjoy what others have done in the past! Just as others
have toiled in the past so that you can presently enjoy the fruits of
their labor, you must in turn plant for the future, for your children
and generations to come."

That is why the verse says, "And when you will come into the
land and you will plant any tree for food...." The part of the verse
concerning the planting of trees is not merely a preface to what
should be done after planting; it is a commandment itself - you will
plant trees! G-d was concerned that the nation might be swayed by a
sense of egotism: "I have what I need, so why should I work on that
which only others will benefit from?" The commandment to plant
trees tells us that it is our responsibility to prepare for the future, and
to assure that generations to come can do the same.
Whether we do or do not plant trees on Tu B'Shvat, we must
take this lesson to heart and remember that we are responsible for
the future of the next generation.
There’s a story about Napoleon who came upon a shule in
Eastern Europe during his conquests. It was Tisha B’Av and he saw
hundreds of Jews sitting on the floor mourning the destruction of the
2 Temples in Jerusalem and the loss of their land. He then said, “A
people, who after so many centuries, can still shed tears over the loss
of its land and the destruction of its Temple, is bound to regain it
someday.”

He would have made the same observation over a Tu Bishvat
celebration. The hopefulness of the Jew in defiance of icy reality, is a
great lesson of Tu Bishvat. Just when the tree appears lifeless, dead
and unable to weather the winter frost, is when spring comes. So too
can the impossible become absolutely natural, and our hopes and
dreams—although frozen and ice-bound—can blossom forth once
again.
As we celebrate Tu Bishvat tonight, acknowledging our
connection with trees, and the messages of responsibility for the
future and nurturing hope even during the winter frost, we honor a
couple whose home exemplifies these messages.
Howard and Esther Rochel serve as shining examples of
making family a priority, caring for the next generation, communal
chessed, hospitality and responsibility. Both have served on the
board of Am Echad, both have been active for many years in the
Chevra Kadisha, and both have served the community in a leadership
and volunteer capacities for many years.
Howard and Esther Rochel serve as shining examples of
personal growth, generosity, and caring. They make a point to
welcome people with a smile, invite them into their home and make
them feel comfortable. Tonight I join the rest of the shul in thanking
the Klein’s for dedicating themselves to Am Echad and the
community.

President’s Message
This past year we again added several new members to our
congregation. We were also fortunate to be able to remodel and
beautify our Mikveh thanks to the efforts of many and Meni (Meni
Peretz, that is).
Having sold the Artisan Way property (after a lot of work by Jon
Kaye), we have improved our financial status considerably. Plans are
being made to open a Yeshiva preschool in our area, and progress
has been made on the establishment of an eiruv in San Jose. We hope
to see , b'ezras Hashem, the fruition of both projects this year, with a
positive impact on our membership growth.
Our Torah learning has been enhanced not only by the dedicated
efforts of Rabbi and Rebbetzin Levine but also by guest lecturers such
as Rabbi Joshua Hartman (no relation to me) and Rabbi Eisen, to
mention a few.
This year, we are honoring at our annual dinner a couple, Howard
and Esther Rochel Klein, who have for a long time embodied the best
midos of Am Echad---- chesed, Torah learning, and community
involvement. Their home is "an open tent" like that of Avraham Avinu,
and their yiras Hashem and Torah learning aspire to reach the levels
of Yitzchak and Yaakov Avinu. They truly deserve to be honored and
to serve as models for all of us.
Lastly, we look forward this year to new growth, both numerically
and spiritually. With G-d's help may we go from strength to strength.

President, Am Echad

Howard and Esther Rochel,
From volunteering on the Chevra Kadisha,
to serving on the Am Echad board
and helping as an administrator of the shul,
you both have helped us in so many ways.
Most of all, you've been our friends.
Thank you for everything!

Congratulations
Howard and Esther Rochel
on being honored.
Thank you for making us feel
welcome to San Jose from day one.
May your dedication to Yiddishkeit
bring you joy and happiness always!

Our very best wishes
and sincere congratulations to our children
Rav & Rebbetzin Menachem Levine
of Congregation Am Echad.
May you both continue for many healthy and
fruitful years in your Harbotzas Torah and
distinguished services to Klal Yisroel.

Mazel Tov to
Howard and Esther Rochel Klein
on this most auspicious occasion in receiving
this award. It is certainly a well deserved
honor.

Mazel Tov to our dear friends
Howard and Esther Rochel Klein
on your well-deserved recognition for all the
Chesed and time you give to this community
On a personal note, we would like to thank
you for being our dear friends and being there
for us whenever we need you
Many thanks and many more years of sharing
in each other's occasions

Howard and Esther Rochel,

for your selfless dedication to the
Am Echad community and epitomizing

In honor of
Howard & Elizabeth Klein
Our dearest friends and family by choice
Wishing you and Congregation Am Echad
continued success in reaching out to all Jews.
Congratulations and much love,

In honor of
Rav Menachem and Rebbetzin Rachelli
and your incredible and amazing assistants,
Chedva, Sima, Adina, Yosef Meir,
Yisroel, Shifra and Shlomo Eliezer.
I am so proud of what you are
accomplishing in building a beautiful
Torah community in San Jose.

Love,

Hillel says “be among the disciples of Aaron,
loving peace and pursuing peace, loving
people and bringing them closer to Torah.”
To Howard and Esther Rochel Klein,
our good friends,
you truly embody all that is good in our
community. May you both continue to grow
and prosper, and may G-d bless you both
with long life, happiness and continued
success.

Howard and Esther Rochel (AKA Elizabeth) Klein, are
sometimes referred to as “The original Kleins,” no doubt due
to their creative influences on those around them…or
possibly because they were the first Klein family of many
to become part of the community. They are stalwarts of the
Am Echad community. Both give generously of their time,
be it doing taharas, or hachnosas orchim, or doing chesed on
so many levels, nearly always behind the scenes. It is
families like this one that shaped the community into what it
has become today.
The reason we love them so, though, is their positive
attitude. They are a joy to be around. It doesn’t take much
prompting to get them to break into song. If you want to be
happy, the formula is simple: Be grateful for what you have,
and hang out with people like the Kleins.

Mazel Tov Howard and Esther Rochel.
This is an honor that is long overdue.

We wish to express a heartfelt personal thank you for what
you both have contributed to us, as well as to the
community.

Esther Rochel and Howard,
friends of many years,
you are a light to our family and
to the Am Echad community.
We look forward to continuing
the journey together.
With much love,

To our dear friends Howard and Elizabeth Klein
We congratulate you on this well-deserved honor.
Your cheerful and generous spirit inspires us all.
May you continue to make such a great impact on our community.
With love and respect,

“Appoint a teacher for yourself; acquire a friend for yourself;
and judge everyone favorably.” - Pirkei Avot 1:6
Rav and Rebbetzen Levine,
We are so very grateful for all you have done to build our community into a true Am
Echad!
You inspire and motivate us… with informative and practical classes,
You challenge us …..to reach higher in Torah and mitzvos,
You encourage us… to strive, even in the face of adversity
You show us…………. what is to live a life dedication to Torah and mitzvos.
Thank you for these blessings and many more. May you continue to be our esteemed
leaders,
our beloved teachers, and our cherished friends for many years to come.

With deep Hakaras Hatov,

Mazal Tov to Elizabeth and Howard!

You have been true pillars of the
Am Echad community for many years,
and I'm delighted that you are receiving this special honor.
Yashar Koach!

Mazel Tov Howard and Elizabeth
on this well deserved honor!
You are truly an inspiration!
Thank you for all you do on behalf of
our Jewish Community.
Your passion for Jewish life
is an inspiration to all of us!

To our dear friends Howard and Esther Rochel:
Congratulations on a much deserved award!
Blessings for many more years of service to
Hashem and to the Am Echad community.

Mazel Tov!
Thanks for your hospitality,
friendship, and all you do for
the congregation.

Mazel Tov to our dear friends
Howard and Esther Rochel Klein.

A well deserved Kavod for their
mesiras nefesh to the Am Echad
community.
Our warmest regards to
Rabbi Menachem Levine
and the whole community.

With sincere appreciation to
Howard and Esther Rochel for
their devotion and dedication
to Am Echad.

Howard and Esther Rochel,
thank you for all the good
work you do on behalf of
Congregation Am Echad.
A big yasher koach
to you both!
Your honor is much-deserved

Kol Hakavod to
Howard and Elizabeth,
and our best wishes to
Congregation Am Echad

One who studies Torah in
order to teach it, is
provided with the
opportunity to study and
to teach.
- Pirkei Avot, 4:6

Yasher Cochachem

Congratulations to
Liz and Howard Klein,
two of the best people
I know.

Mazel Tov
Howard and Esther Rochel
on this well deserved honor!
You are truly an inspiration!
Thank you to
Rabbi and Rebbetzin Levine
who continue to be true pillars
of support, guidance
and friendship.

To our dear friends,
Howard and Esther-Rochel,
may you continue to go from
strength to strength.
With admiration,

Mazel Tov!
Howard and Elizabeth
on this well-deserved honor .
Your leadership, dedication,
and friendship is a true
inspiration!

In recognition of this year's
special honorees and of the
warmth and kindness of the
Am Echad community.

Felicidades

A Woman of valor, who will
find, Her worth far exceeds the
value of pearls.

Congratulations
and thank you
to our dear friends
Howard & Esther Rochel
Klein!

Congratulations to
Am Echad from
Kosher Catering
4020 Moorpark Avenue
Suite, 117
San Jose, CA 95117

Thank you Howard and
Elizabeth for your
friendship and
Mazel Tov on your honor.

Following in the ways of
Tzvi and Esther, May you
go from strength to strength

Tiferes Medical Group
Acupuncture, Herbs, Massage
Hong Zeng, L. AC PhD aka Ether
Tebeka
Board Certified Acupuncturist
and Herbalist
3301 Alma Street,
Palo Alto, CA 94306
650-704-1867
esther@tiferesmedical.com
www.tiferesmedical.com

Mazel Tov
Howard and Elizabeth.
Pillars of your
community.

Thank you for the tremendous
personal kindness you have
shown us. You are a bedrock
of Chesed in a world that truly
needs it. Mazel Tov on this
well-deserved honor!

BS’D
San Jose
Community Eruv
PO Box 6555
San Jose, CA 95150

Am Echad
extends a very warm welcome
and thank you to
Mr. Joseph Sonnenberg
who helped found the shul
in his home more than
forty years ago.
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