
Friends, 
 
Rabbi Shmuel Fuerst, Dayan of the Agudah, and Rabbi Yonah Reiss, Av Beth Din of the CRC came together this past week 
to issue an important statement about the need to have children properly vaccinated in our community. 

Sadly, we have seen a rash of measles outbreaks in the religious community in North America and Israel, resulting in 
tragedy. These losses are preventable, but only when each and every one of us ensures that we and those we are 
responsible for are properly vaccinated. These are matters of life and death for the most vulnerable members of our 
community - infants, the elderly, and those with weakened immune systems. Infants can not be immunized until 12 
months. it is the responsibility of the community to protect them, and those with compromised immune systems, through 
herd immunity. 

 

 

Our leadership is exploring what this means from a policy perspective, but as your rabbi it is my psak that every member 
of our community must be properly vaccinated before coming in contact with infants and others who may have weakened 
immune systems in our shul. Our intention is not to stigmatize any person but to ensure that we are creating a safe 
environment for the vulnerable in our community. 
 

May we continue to build a healthy, strong and vibrant Skokie Valley and fulfill the mitzvah of "ushmartem meod et 
nafshoteichem," protecting our communal health, 
  

Rav Ari 


